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Food Growing, Cooking & Sharing Program Rolls-
Out to Serve Community Needs in Essa Township

A new Food Growing, Cooking & Sharing Program that
connects people with fresh, healthy, locally prepared food
has been rolled out by the Friends of the Utopia Mill & Park
(“Friends”). With expanded community kitchen capacity at
the Utopia Hall, the program has a number of local distribu-
tion locations where people can pick up free prepared meals.
To-date, both the Angus Food Bank and Essa Public Library:
Angus Branch have signed on to serve as food-sharing pick-
up locations.

This is a volunteer-driven program that grows local food,
brings volunteers together through the full cycle of food —
from planting and growing, to cooking and sharing. The
loop is further completed by returning kitchen scraps from
the food preparation process back to the soil through com-
posting.

This program has been made possible by Agriculture and
AgriFood Canada under the Local Food Infrastructure Fund.
Friends has set up essential equip-
ment to expand growing and cooking
and equip each community distribu-
tion location with freezers that will
keep prepared food ready for sharing.
As the program continues, the food
preparation will be fueled by produce
grown through the initiative itself,
along with welcoming the generosity
of donations from gardeners, farmers
and other community partners.

“For now, our program is about the sharing of
prepared soups, made from locally grown veg-
etables,” said Susan Antler, Chair, Friends of the
Utopia Mill & Park. “Our volunteers are great
chefs and are cooking these nourishing soups in
the kitchen at the Utopia Hall. Other volunteers
are also giving of their time in bringing this food
to local pick-up sites for sharing.”

“This simple beginning reflects the heart of

the initiative — neighbours coming together to grow, prepare
and share good food with other neighbours in ways that
strengthen our community connections and support and help
us all.”

For more information, please contact Susan Antler; su-
san(@utopia.ca.

www.utopia.on.ca
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705-424-1905

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more.

www.charwenfarms.ca
Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

7284 9th Line Thornton, ON

office@charwenfarms.ca

B AGcalendar

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups,
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at 325 per
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

July 31st - August 3rd: Georgian Bay Steam Show

The very popular Georgian Bay Steam Show returns tak-
ing place July 31st to August 3rd. Featuring Case and David
Brown equipment, a fun filled family event! Visit
www.steamshow.ca

August 1st & 2nd: Essa National Draft Horse Show

The Essa National Draft Horse Show takes place August
Ist & 2nd at 7505 10th line, Thornton, ON. Showcasing
magnificent heavy horses, competitions and vendors! Call
705-726-1200 or email admin@essaagriplex.ca for details.

August 8th: St. John’s Pancake Breakfast

St John’s United Church will be hosting the annual Potato
Pancake breakfast during the Alliston Potato Festival. Taking
place in the East parking lot of the Church, all are welcome!
Visit www.allistonpotatofest.com and find more details in
the article on page 8.

August 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the September
issue of Farm View is Friday, August 14th.

August 14th and 15th: Carrot Fest

Carrot Fest kicks off on Friday, August 14th, from 4:00
to 10:00 p.m. and continues on Saturday, August 15th, from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in downtown Bradford. Visit the
Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury’s Carrot Fest page for
details.

August 14th & 15th: OSCIA Summer Farm Day & Tour

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OS-
CIA) invites farmers and agri-professionals to gather in
Huron County for its Summer Farm Day & Tour, taking
place Aug. 14-15, 2026. The two-day event will showcase
innovative agricultural practices, field demos and regional
ag highlights as part of its theme of Turning Research into
Results—Evidence from the Fields. More information on
page 9.

August 15th: Simcoe County Plowing Match

Simcoe County Plowmen’s Association presents the 2026
Plowing Match. Contact Barry DeGeer 705-734-5193 for de-
tails. All are welcome, free admission. See the ad on page 9.

August 27th: Farm Safety Corn Roast

Farm Safety Corn Roast hosted by York Federation of
Agriculture will take place on Thursday, August 27th at 6:30
p-m. This free family event is open to everyone and will be
held at the Sutton Fairgrounds. See the ad on page 14 for
more details.

August 27th - 30th: Barrie Fair

The Annual Barrie Fair takes place at 7505 10th line,
Thornton, ON August 27th to the 30th. Many exciting activ-
ities, shows and vendors! Visit www.essaagriplex.ca.

Sept. 23rd: Program announcement for E.D.G.E.

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts' Sept. 23rd open
Meeting: “Delightful Dahlias”, with Gail Cocker master gar-
dener, Elmvale Legion at 7 John Street. Lift available as we
meet upstairs at 7 pm. Guests always welcome. Lug your
mug and bring a friend.

Sept. 25th - 27th: Bolton Fall Fair

The Bolton Fall Fair is taking place on September 25-27,
2026. Featuring a Monster Truck Show, Livestock, Demo
Derby, Midway. Celebrating Barns, Yarns & Country Charm.

Check us out https://www.boltontractorpull.ca/

Wednesdays ongoing: Open Stage at The Hive

Wednesdays, after chores: Open Stage at The Hive Restaurant
& Pub, 1441 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach, 6-9 p.m. A sup-
portive place to share music, poems, stories, or magic! Host
Don Beaulieu. Professional sound system. Reserve a dinner
table: text 705-606-0500. Sign up for stage time after arrival.
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Simcoe County twilight social held at Cookholme Farms

Synopsis by Don Beaulieu

The Simcoe County Holstein
Club held its twilight social last
month in Oro-Medonte. This
year's installation included
results from the Breeders'
Cup which was held in
March. Usually those results
are presented at their annual
banquet, but that event was
not held this year.

Early in the evening, chil-
dren were having their faces
painted and playing with
balloon animals and balloon
swords made by Blown Balloon
Party Rental. ZAREE S

As those fun things were happening, Sarge’s Pit Crew
was feeding the 250 or so attendees delicious salads and
outstanding smoked brisket.

Matt Lang was the master of ceremonies for the awards
presentations which took up most of the later evening activities.

Veteran breeder pins were also noted and presented with
regard to how long a prefix from Simcoe County has been
active. 30-year veteran breeders are: Prefix Tryome, the
Keffers. Prefix HoneyPod, the Spences. A forty-year pin
went to Doug Lloyd of Sprucestone Holsteins. A fifty-year
veteran pin went to Dave Johnson of Grumble Hill. Dalton
J. Faris of Farisview Hosteins recieved a 60-year pin.

A 70-year veteran breeder pin went to John McCallum of
McCallum Farms. As Lang said “I don't imagine they hand
many of those out”.

Holstein Ontario designates one cow per county as Heart
of the Herd. Ridgoro Farms, run by the Crawford family, saw
their Ridgeoro Winbrook Amy win this award.

Spirit of 4-H

Holstein Ontario presents an award to each of the dairy
clubs in 4-H across Ontario. In each club, a member is selected
who demonstrates exceptional skills in areas such as team

e

3 anie
 evening;

work and leadership.

This year’s recipient in Simcoe County was Grace Finch of
Elmvale. As Lang read, this 2026 Spirit of 4-H award recipi-
ent ...has shown a lot of dedication to our Elmvale dairy club
through her willingness to step-up as a leader at meetings as
well as team events for the association. She is also willing
to assist leaders without being asked and has provided some

-

-

FUELS

)
ollwood,

LIMITED

Katrina Kort, secretary of the Simcoe County Holstein Club is seen here
presenting Grace Finch, of ElImvale, her well-deserved Spirit of 4-H award.

My office is here to assist with any federal
programs including CRA, Passports, Service

great ideas to help the younger or less experienced members
to learn and succeed in their 4-H journey.

“This member has provided leadership through her skills
at shows by helping members learn how to properly care
for and prepare animals for showing at the Simcoe County
Holstein show, local fall fairs or on the big stage at the Royal
Winter Fair in Toronto. We feel this member is very deserv-

ing of this award for her dedication and
| participation in our club and association
in the last few years.
\ “She has been a great role-model to
her fellow members whether they are
just beginning in their 4-H journey or
are her fellow senior members. She has
also been a great help to the leaders of
our club through meeting planning and
helping to prepare for big team events,
organizing people and supplies, to help
everyone succeed.”

Following the 4-H presentation were
the Lactanet awards.

David Schwartz gave the attendees the
run-down on his judging of 4 year olds.
Schwartz
was im-
pressed
with how
well the
cows were
clipped,
given the
week of
extreme
heat. He
congratu-
lated Jeff
Cook’s
crew on
this point.

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace QOil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include

* Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
* A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.
* Propane tank installation.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

www.collingwoodfuels.com info@collingwoodfuels.com
https:/lwww.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/

Canada, and Immigration.

DOUG SHIPLEY MP

BARRIE - SPRINGWATER - ORO-MEDONTE
DOUG.SHIPLEY@PARL.GC.CA - (705) 728-2596
DOUGSHIPLEYMP.CA

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com

Humanely Raised (by us):
Beef « Chicken * Pork « Turkey
We also carry:

Livestock Feeds * Pet Food « Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup * Honey & much more!

)
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\

Small Family Farm Inc.

Real Farmers = Real Food = Real Nutrition
Shop local & taste the difference.

Visit our Farm Shop!
4043 2nd Line - Cookstown * 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

n Follow us on FB Bradbury - Small Family Farm
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OPINION

VIEWPOINT

Investing in the next generation is investing in

agriculture’s future

By Brian Crews, Director, Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Ask any farmer about the future of
agriculture, and chances are the con-
versation will quickly turn to the next
generation.

Who will be farming our land, caring
for our livestock, fixing our equipment,
developing new technologies and lead-
ing our agricultural organizations in the
years ahead?

Those are important questions, and
they’re why supporting young people
and helping them find their place in this
critical industry matters so much.

I’'m a farmer just north of Trenton
and director with the Ontario Federation
of Agriculture, the largest farm organi-
zation in the province. For us, investing
in the next generation has long been an
important part of what we do.

One way we put that commitment
into action is through our annual schol-
arship program, which is underway for
2026. OFA and its partners will be
awarding a minimum of 11 scholarships
worth $2,000 each. The number of
scholarships identified within each cat-
egory represents the minimum number
of awards to be granted in that cate-
gory.

The scholarships support students
pursuing a wide range of educational
and career pathways linked to agricul-
ture. That includes three undergraduate
scholarships, as well as awards for post-
graduate studies, apprenticeships, vet-
erinary medicine and veterinary tech-
nology, leadership development and,
for the first time this year, sustainable
energy.

New to the line up this year is a sus-
tainable energy scholarship supported
by Hydro One that will go to a student
enrolled in agricultural engineering,
electrical engineering, bioresource en-
gineering, energy management, renew-
able energy or environmental sciences
with a focus on sustainable energy in
agriculture and land use.

It’s a welcome addition to a program
that has continued to evolve alongside
the changing needs of our sector. Last
year, OFA introduced a scholarship for
students studying veterinary medicine
and veterinary technology, and we were
pleased to have Dairy Farmers of On-
tario, Beef Farmers of Ontario, Veal
Farmers of Ontario, Ontario Sheep
Farmers and EastGen join us in sup-
porting scholarships for students in this
field.

The shortage of veterinarians, par-
ticularly those who work with large an-
imals, has long been a serious concern
for farmers across Ontario, making it a
priority for our organization’s advocacy
efforts.

Governments and the agricultural
sector are working on initiatives to en-
courage more people to pursue veteri-
nary careers and practise in rural and
underserviced areas, and the scholarship
program is one way we are helping sup-
port that work.

This year’s program also sees the re-
turn of the Peter Hannam Leadership
Award, launched in 2025 in memory of
a respected agricultural leader and for-
mer OFA president.

Peter was a driving force behind the
establishment of the Advanced Agri-
cultural Leadership Program and be-
lieved deeply in developing people who
could step forward to lead our industry.
This award recognizes emerging leaders
who embody that same commitment to
advancing Ontario agriculture.

The scholarship program is sup-
ported by the contributions of OFA part-
ners, supporters, and members as well
as the proceeds of the extremely suc-
cessful silent auction held at the OFA
annual meeting every year.

Last year, OFA awarded a record
$30,000 in scholarships to 15 outstand-
ing students, and we are proud to con-
tinue our scholarship program for an-

other year by investing in the people
who will help shape what comes next.

Applicants for OFA scholarships
must be Ontario residents and either
OFA members, children of OFA mem-
bers or employees of OFA members.
Applicants should be able to demon-
strate industry-related accomplish-
ments, an interest in agriculture and ru-
ral issues, and community involvement.

The deadline to apply is Aug. 31,
2026, and recipients will be recognized
at OFA’s annual general meeting in
Toronto Nov. 24-25. Information is
available at ofa.on.ca/ scholarship-pro-
gram.

Scholarships are only one part of
how OFA supports young people and
the future of our sector, however. We
host special events for young farmers,
support the Junior Farmers’ Association
of Ontario and work with partners on
initiatives that give young people op-
portunities to build skills, make con-
nections and become involved in their
communities.

We also work to promote the broad
range of careers in agriculture as our
industry needs many kinds of people
and skills to succeed. Farmers are the
key, but there are opportunities for vet-
erinarians, technicians, tradespeople,
engineers, researchers, computer and
IT specialists, entrepreneurs, marketers,
community leaders and many more.

The future of agriculture doesn’t hap-
pen on its own; it also depends on giv-
ing the next generation the opportuni-
ties, encouragement and support they
need to build it.

Correction: The Potato Pancake
Breakfast was incorrectly listed in the July
edition of Farm View as taking place on
August 7. The correct date is Saturday,
August 8.

Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in lvy, Bolton, Fenelon
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN
GALLERY, Barrie

CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE
DALSTON GENERAL STORE

DEREK'’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil

ESSA AGRIPLEX

ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES
FOODLAND in Elmvale

HAMILTON BROS.

HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally)

HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL
SERVICE, Barrie

McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston
NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston

RAILFENCE BOOKS

RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC.

SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

STEER ENTERPRISES

STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and
Stayner

THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza

Farm View is delivered to these businesses be-
tween the 25th and 29th of each month, with
copies available while supplies last.

If you would like to have Farm View mailed di-
rectly to your home, one-year subscriptions are avail-
able for $45. For more information or to subscribe,
contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at 8 Luella
Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X O0W7, or by email at far-
mview(@on.aibn.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and
daytime phone number. All letters are subject
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls.

FARM VIEW is published monthly by:
Roslyn Watkins
The 5 N’s Publishing House

A
FAR

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

) ) Full Page. $995./month
8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LogX oW?7 2/3 Page. $775./month
Phone (705) 722-0138 1/2 Page $525./montn
e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com aall

= I 1/3 Page $395./month

- : : | n memory of
Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com ; . . 1/4 Page $310./month

by Jill Beischer
A forum for the Aaricultural and Fural G ) £~ 1/6 Page $205./month
‘orum for the Agricultural and Rural Community

The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 1/8 Page $1 50./month
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 1/16 Page $100./month
home owners informed about local and national news that affects points of view from the agricultural community. Business Card $88./month
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. Editorial opinions are freely expressed by Ag. Business Directory $700./year

SUBSCRIPTIONS: individual authors.

$45.00 including HST for 11 issues

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors

that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability

for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for

omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the

advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid
for the advertisements.

Please visit www.farmviewonline.com
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate
reductions based on frequency.
The ad deadline is the 14th of the
month for the following month’s issue.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and
your cities will spring up again as if by magic,
but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in
the streets.”

.7 Brgan
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Premier

JOHN DEERE Equipment

wmeswonens [l ARVEST

HEADQUARTERS
P . | ‘” .

_ *On select pre- -owned equnpment Financing rates and offers end August 31st, 2026
'MONTHS 2 -2.5% o GOwoNTER.
9% FOR 84 MONTHS
OTHI il ik | B PARTS + SERVICE RSN pREMIER
FINANCE + LEASE [l WAR RAN TY i} INSPECTION

OPTIONS o =B s700/xs comsINEs | CREDITE SRS,

AkppouTHeEonT. IR & 8000 SERIES SPFH’S | up to $5000

OPTIONS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS [SEE S ¥ %51 SOME CONDITIONS APPLY - CONTACT US FOR DETAILS } o ON SELECT COMBINES & SPFH'S

JD S550 2012...$137,995 JD S780 2022 ...$693,995 JD S770 2024 ... $704,995 JD S780 2020 ... $499,995 JD S770 2023 ... $662,995

PRWD, PREM CAB, HID LIGHTS, PRWD, PRWD, YIELD MONITOR, ACT YIELD, 1233 PREM CAB, ACT YIELD, PRWD, PRO DRIVE, PREM CAB, LEATHER, PRO DRIVE, 26’ PREM CAB, ACT YIELD, PRODRIVE, PRWD,
21.5" AUGER, 4174 ENG/ 2133 SEP HRS ENG/ 890 SEP HRS 26’ AUGER, 421 ENG/ 270 SEP HRS AUGER, 1541 ENG/ 622 SEP HRS 26’ AUGER, 783 ENG/ 480 SEP HRS

JD S660 2012 ...$186,995 JD 9770 STS 2010 ... $99,995 JD 9570 STS 2010... $144,995 JDS670 2012 ...$149,995 JD S790 2018 ... $365,995

PREM CAB, 3 SPD, PRWD, CUSTOM CUT, PREM CAB, BIG TOP, PRWD, EXT WEAR, PREM CAB, PRWD, 21.5" AUGER, 3205 PREM CAB, HID LIGHTS, PRODRIVE, PRWD, PREM CAB, LED LIGHTS, PRWD, 28.5
22.5" AUGER, 3243 ENG/ 2163 SEP HRS 22.5" AUGER, 4293 ENG/ 3287 SEP HRS ENG/ 2235 SEP HRS 22.5" AUGER, 4083 ENG/ 2668 SEP HRS AUGER, 2995 ENG/ 1716 SEP HRS

i I

IRAGIORTEY - | EARE

" | K WARRANTY
' —__ . ' « OB“o%Enf‘bE’é»'z“éstr%%ED
JD 9670 STS 2008 ... $115,995 JDS770 2018 ... $399,995 12 PROGRAM 5= ke 5 | 1
CONTOUR MASTER FEEDERHOUSE, PRE- PREM CAB, LEATHER, LED LIGHTS, PRWD, NN OW e ——..
MIUM CAB, 3253 ENG/ 2105 SEP HRS 22.5' AUGER, 1901 ENG/ 1271 SEP HRS = . i

7 i W
'

Bring in your ‘classic’
for an operations check and dyno*

and the chance to
SCAN HERE .| WINYOUR SERVICE
FOR OUR FULL LlNE_UP : 5‘ Or minimum discount of

20% OFF LABOUR

+ LOCATION INFO HERE and 10% OFF PARTS*

Offer valid from Aug & Sept 30, 2026

Alliston Stouffville Nobleton
(705) 453-7551 (905) 640-2692 (905) 859-0581 5 TI H L
4896 Dean Drive 14183 Highway #48 6770 King Road West HONDA

Available at select locations.
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WRailfence

August 1 &2

% Nafional Draft Horse Show
\ \’ : August 21

Tommy's Toys & Treasures

August 27 - 30
Barrie Fair at Essa Agriplex

School Day
by Carolyn | Momis
llustratiors by Richard McNaughton

Visit our website at
railfencebooks.com
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Barrie -

www.dougdowney.ca

705-726-5538
14-20 Bell Farm Rd.
Barrie, ON
L4M 6E4

What Makes an Agricultural Event Worth Attending?

By Leah Emms, OFA Member Services Rep.

One of the best parts of my job is working with volunteers.
Over the years, I've had the opportunity to work alongside
people who quietly give their time to organize events, serve
on committees, attend municipal meetings, and speak up for
agriculture. They aren't looking for recognition. They do it
because they care about farming and want to make a differ-
ence.

Recently, I attended a local agricultural event that brought
together farmers, municipal elected officials, municipal staff,
environmental organizations, and others who share an interest
in agriculture. It was well organized, the speakers were en-
gaging, and it created an opportunity for people with different
perspectives to come together and have meaningful conver-
sations.

It wasn't the first time I'd left an event thinking about this.
Over the past few years, I've noticed fewer people volun-
teering and, in many cases, fewer people attending. The
same familiar faces continue to organize events, serve on
committees, and create opportunities for others to connect.
Their commitment is remarkable, but it also makes me won-
der how we encourage more people to become part of those
conversations.

I understand that time is limited. Farming isn't a nine to
five job. Between planting and harvest, caring for livestock,
repairing equipment, family commitments, and often off
farm work, every hour matters. Taking time away from the
farm isn't always easy.

Driving home afterward, I found myself thinking less
about attendance and more about the conversations that never
happened. One of the greatest strengths of events like these
is the opportunity to build relationships. A conversation with
a municipal councillor, a discussion with municipal staff
about a local issue, or meeting someone from an environ-
mental organization can help build understanding long before
a difficult issue reaches a council agenda or public meeting.

Those relationships matter. They don't replace good policy
or strong advocacy, but they often make those conversations
easier because people have had the opportunity to get to

know one another first.

It also reminded me that behind every agricultural event
is a group of volunteers who believe it's worth bringing peo-
ple together. They give their time because they care about
agriculture and their community, hoping those opportunities
will spark conversations that continue long after the event is
over.

It also made me wonder if we're asking the right ques-
tion.

Agriculture has changed, and perhaps the way we engage
members needs to evolve as well. Farmers have more de-
mands on their time than ever before, and there are countless
ways to access information without leaving the farm.

So what makes an event worth attending today? Is it hear-
ing from a particular speaker? Learning about local issues?
Networking with other farmers? Meeting municipal leaders?
A different format? Better timing? If attendance is changing,
perhaps the most important thing we can do is listen.

Agricultural organizations have always evolved alongside
the industry they represent. Listening to members isn't about
abandoning traditions. It's about making sure the time and
effort that volunteers invest creates opportunities that farmers
truly value.

One thing I know hasn't changed is the importance of
agriculture being represented in our communities. Strong
relationships with municipal leaders, municipal staff, envi-
ronmental organizations, and community partners don't hap-
pen by accident. They are built one conversation at a time,
often at events like the one I attended.

Maybe the question isn't simply, "How do we get more
people to attend?" Maybe it's, "What would make an agri-
cultural event worth taking time away from the farm to at-
tend?"

I'd genuinely like to know the answer because I think it's
a conversation worth having.

Leah Emms can be contacted at 1-866-660-5511 or
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca

3RD GENERATION
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PAVING . |

Primo Service, Primo Quality, Primo People!
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Spec
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Limited time offer. Valid only with this coupon. Not valid with any other offer. £
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Women in farming

Speaker series presented by Purple Hills Arts & Heritage society and Valerie Smith, realtor

Synopsis by Don Beaulieu

The United Nations declared 2026 as the International Year
of the Woman Farmer. Coincidentally, a partnership between
Valerie Smith of Sotheby’s International Realty Canada and
the Purple Hills Arts & Heritage Society, presented their first
in this speaker series, fell right into that theme.

This panel discussion took place in Creemore’s Station on
the Green late in June, just about when the July edition of
Farm View was on the press.

Following a land recognition, it was duly noted that it was
the indigenous women who led their people in agriculture.

Smith has hosted two prior events at Station on the Green
about sustainable farming, organic farming and food inse-
curity. She told of her experience as a volunteer in Laos, in
southeast Asia working with small-scale farmers and helping
them achieve success as larger farms were moving into their
communities. She returned, very inspired and this event was
aresult of her want to bring attention to issues facing smaller
farms, to recognize women’s roles and present their stories.

Nadine Melemis of Purple Hills Arts and Heritage Society
was invited to say a few words and introduce the moderator
of the panel of women farm-
ers, Meghan Brennan.

Brennan is a co-founder of
Ferngully Farm, located near
Creemore. She is self-de-
scribed as a “...transplant
to the area from Oakville,
a first generation farmer”...
who suffers from imposter
syndrome, recognizing she
is surrounded by people who
have been farming all their
lives.

Questions were prepared
ahead of time, sometimes

True North Mechanical
‘Air Syeczaﬁst
Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA

Serving Simcoe County and Surrounafing Area.

intended for a couple of panel members, sometimes for all
of them. One of the questions for two of the panel members
was aimed at Grace Millsap and Taylor Legge.

It asked, as they had family history in farming, what they
have noticed as trends and changes in the past couple of years.

Legge answered: “There have been changes that have
been in motion for a long time. What we see as a traditional
farm family is constantly in motion... we’ve moved away
from subsistence farming. Farming has become very much a
business”. She doesn’t believe
family farms will disappear
entirely but suspects we’ll see
specialization in the future and
more consolidation.

Her background is in the
Chesley, Ontario area on a
feedlot farm. She has a degree
in crop science from Guelph
University and is currently an
agronomist with Holmes Agro
in Stayner.

On the same topic, Grace
Millsap agreed that the
“small 100 acre family farm
is not the sustainable way any-
more”. She has learned how
important it is to have diverse
knowledge in different types
and areas of farming. She feels
the younger farmers are going
to be more eager to take on the
latest technologies to advance
themselves.

Millsap is the sixth gen-
eration on her farm near
] Creemore. She’s found herself

W Taylorllegge

¥
Grace Millsap
Panelist

\

in a good place with Huron Tractor and is currently their parts
manager. This is after learning all she could at the Ridgetown
Campus about animals, crops, machinery, business; as many
aspects as she could.

Also on the panel was Heidi Sterrenburg of Rural Roots
Nursery and Market Garden.
Her parents bought a hobby
farm when she was 14 where
they had gardens. It was
during her university years in
a course not related to farm-
ing, that she had experience
L ¥ g | in a greenhouse. Her parents

. . ‘W tilled a 1-acre field for her and

A ISEIENA M  she fell in love with farming.

Panelist She married a man with extra

acres of land and with his sup-

port, grew her business and has been enjoying helping him with
his goats.

Also on the panel was Rachel Brooks. She described herself
as “an import” from East York. In her mid-teens her family
moved to Barrie. Her husband is a second-generation farmer
whose family runs a cash crop
operation.

Brooks got the farming bug
herself during the pandemic
while helping a friend with
her sheep. Now she has her
own flock.

These days, Brooks is also
very concerned and outspo-
ken about the Department
of National Defence’ Over-
the-Horizon radar plans in
Clearview Township taking
out farmland and livelihoods.

Interested in join

Ever wondered abo

Let’s gather!

3rd, 2026
6 Midhurst
Admin. Building)

Want to learn more?
Contact Nicole at
simcty.fed.agriculture @outlook.com
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Growing Agriculture,
Strengthening Communities

A message from MPP Jill Dunlop

Agriculture continues to be a cornerstone of Simcoe
North's economy and way of life. The dedication of our
farmers, producers, processors, and agri-businesses helps
feed communities across Ontario while supporting local jobs
and economic growth throughout our region.

I am pleased to share several recent investments that will
help strengthen Ontario's agri-food sector and create new
opportunities for producers. Most recently, Ontario an-
nounced a $24 million investment in agri-food manufacturing
to support the development of Canada's first large-scale non-
GMO soymilk processing facility. This investment will help
create jobs, strengthen domestic food processing capacity,
and expand markets for Ontario-grown crops.

The province has also continued its support for agricultural
innovation through investments in research and technology.
Recent funding for agri-food research projects is helping ad-
vance new solutions in crop management, livestock produc-
tion, food safety, and sustainability. These initiatives will
provide farmers with new tools and resources to improve
productivity and remain competitive in an evolving market-
place.

The agricultural community continues to demonstrate re-
markable resilience in the face of changing economic con-
ditions, supply chain pressures, and unpredictable weather.
By investing in innovation, processing capacity, and research,
Ontario is helping ensure that farmers and agri-businesses
have the support they need to succeed for generations to
come.

I also look forward to welcoming residents to the resched-
uled Annual Simcoe North Community BBQ on Sunday,
September 13, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Hewitt’s Fun
Farm in Coldwater. While we were disappointed to postpone
the event due to inclement weather, we are excited to come
together this September for an afternoon of great conversa-
tion, community spirit, and family-friendly fun. It is a won-
derful opportunity to connect with friends, neighbours, and
residents from across Simcoe North, and I look forward to
seeing everyone there.

Thank you to the farmers and agricultural leaders of Sim-
coe North for your hard work, dedication, and commitment
to excellence. It is an honour to represent you and advocate
for investments that support the long-term success of agri-
culture in our region.

Meet the Farmer

Connolly Farm: Growing Food, Family and Community

By Andrew Hind

Connolly Farm is about agriculture, natu-
rally, that timeless labour of feeding people
from the bounty of the land. But more than
that, it’s about love of family

Alden and Kayla Connolly founded Con-
nolly Farm as a lifestyle choice. It was an
opportunity for Alden, a firefighter, and
Kayla, a nurse, to raise their young family
in a self-sufficient manner where they knew
where their food came from and how it was
raised.

Neither Alden nor Kayla had any previous
experience in raising crops and livestock
when they purchased their Tiny Township
farm. Alden’s father grew up in southern On-
tario where he worked as a laborer on fruit
and tobacco farms, while Alden himself
worked a dairy farm and then horse farm
during his teenage years — that was the extent
of their agricultural roots.

“We’re certainly not generational farm-
ers,” says Alden. “But I always had a passion
for farming and have always loved the idea
of feeding my family and the community
from my own land.”

The original goal was for a small parcel
of land, perhaps 5-10 acres, but they ended
up with 100 acres. The size of the farm meant
they scaled up their ambitions.

“Much of the farm is pasture for cattle.
We practice rotational grazing because its
better for both the cattle and the land,” Alden
explains.

In rotational grazing, fields are divided
into smaller paddocks. When cattle are re-
stricted to a smaller area, they’ll consume
all available greens, not just their favorites,
which helps prevent selective overgrazing.
Once they’ve eaten through the area the an-
imals are moved to the next paddock, and
then the next. This allows grazed over pad-
docks to recover, supports soil health and

plant diversity, and reduces weed growth.

“Working sustainably is important to us,”
explains Alden. “Our slogan is ‘working with
nature” and that means we care for the land
we are blessed to live upon.”

In addition to beef cattle, Alden and Kayla
also raise chickens for meat and eggs. The
chickens are free range, feeding off insects,
seeds and plant life found in the fields.

“People are increasingly interested in
knowing what the animals they eat were
raised on and how they were treated. I wel-
come people onto the farm to show them
what we are doing. Everything is in the best
interest of the animals,” Alden explains.

In addition to cattle and chickens, Con-
nolly Farms raises bees.

“If you asked me five years ago if I had
an interest in beekeeping, I would have ab-
solutely said no, but its addictive. Once you
start you get hooked,” he laughs. “The bees
benefit nature and surrounding farms, and
we get the benefit of honey that we sell and
from which my mother makes candles. I plan
to continue to grow our hives.”

Another area of growing interest is the
production of maple syrup. This past spring
was the first year that Connolly Farm tapped
trees, and Alden sees growth potential there.
“It’s another area I find interesting and want
to explore further,” he explains.

In addition to direct sales from a small
but loyal customer base, Connolly Farm has
a stand at the end of its drive at 1219 Baseline
Road from which it sells its honey and maple
syrup.

But for Alden and Kayla the commercial
aspect of farming is almost secondary.

“The motivation is really to provide a
healthy lifestyle for our three children,” ex-
plains Alden. “Farming really is a wholesome
way to live.”

Now Receiving Soybeans and Corn, call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing

» L LE L ) L |

Now online... Up-to-date Ca

|

e Corn
e Wheat
e Soybean

Receiving

in Oro-Medonte

m

705-720-0431

sh bids for old and new crop corn, soys and wheat

Visit us online at WWW.addisgrain.com

51st Potato
Pancake
Breakfast

St John’s United Church,
Alliston, will be hosting our
51st Potato Pancake Break-
fast on Saturday August 8
from 7:30 — 11:00 a.m. By
9:00 am. we have lineups,
so come early!

Since we are right down-
town, many people begin
their day at the festival with
our breakfast, then walk
along the street to check out
the downtown vendors. It’s
become a Potato Festival
tradition.

As in past years, we have
tried to keep the price af-
fordable so that whole fam-
ilies can enjoy our all-you-
can-eat potato pancakes.
Part of our proceeds support
various local charities eg.
the hospital and the Food
Bank.

We are very fortunate to
have many volunteers to
help host this event, includ-
ing youth from the South
Simcoe 4-H Club and Bant-
ing Memorial High School.
It is truly a community
event.

Pancake flips entertained
the crowd at the 2025
Potato Pancake Breakfast.

Ready for
adoption!

Shelby is a 5+ year
old handsome and
friendly  Coonhound.
Best suited with some-
one who is home often
and has a fenced yard.
Loves kids, excited with
other dogs, NO CATS.
He has been overlooked
at the shelter because
he is a hound. Contact
Upper Credit HS at
info@uppercredit.com
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OSCIA Summer Farm Day & Tour Returns
with Focus on Farm Innovation

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA)
invites farmers and agri-professionals to gather in Huron County
for its Summer Farm Day & Tour, taking place Aug. 14—15, 2026.
The two-day event will showcase innovative agricultural practices,
field demos and regional ag highlights as part of its theme of

Grassroots Innovation  Turning Research into Results—Evidence from the Fields.
Since 1939

Friday, August 14: Huronview Demonstration Farm

Join industry peers at Huronview Demonstration Farm in Clinton, Ontario. This practical
day will highlight field-tested research and on-farm innovations that support sustainable,
resilient farming. Attendees will see agricultural practices in action through in-field demos
and presentations from industry experts. Topics include:

- Innovative Tile Drainage Systems — Control Gates, Contour System and Sub-Irrigation

- Integration of Cover Crops after Corn and Soybeans

- Real-Time Collection of Water Flow and Water Quality

- Strip Till, No-Till and Nutrient Management

- Upside Robotics Demonstration Using Maize Runner

- & much more!

The event also provides valuable opportunities for producers, agronomists, researchers
and industry professionals to learn, exchange ideas and connect with peers. The Summer
Farm Day runs from 9am to 4pm. Registration is $45 and includes lunch.

This event is recognized as an OSCIA Knowledge Sharing Event (KSE) for OFCAF ap-
plicants under the Nitrogen Management and Cover Cropping BMP categories.

Saturday, August 15: Huron & County Farm Tour

Take part in a full-day bus tour highlighting research, innovation and on-farm practices
shaping the future of Ontario agriculture. The tour will showcase the diversity of Huron
County agriculture while providing opportunities to connect with producers, researchers
and industry peers.

Tour stops include:

- Dekalb Demo (short stature corn)

- Hensall Co-op

- Huron Cover Crops

- Morrison Dam Conservation Area

- Ontario Crops Research Centre — Huron

By bringing together research institutions, industry and producers, the tour showcases
collaborative efforts to advance productive, resilient and sustainable farming systems.

The bus will depart from the Oakwood Resort in Grand Bend at 8:30am. Registration is
$45 and includes lunch.

Tickets for both events are limited and must be purchased in advance at https://member-
ship.ontariosoilcrop.org/event/oscia-summer-farm-day-bus-tour-2/

The OSCIA Summer Farm Day & Bus Tour is made possible through the support of
local sponsors and partners committed to advancing sustainable agriculture in Ontario.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Julie Powers, OSCIA Events Coordinator

Phone: 519-841-0680 | Email: jpowers@ontariosoilcrop.org
https://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/workshops-and-events/

-
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Elmvale, Ontario

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION
CONTROL. Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment
installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.

REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF
BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS

Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211
DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300
OFFICE 705-322-9292
email digfarmdrain@hotmail.com
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:
NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,
GRAIN HAULING
\. PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM 705-331-5371 )
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ACHIEVEMENT CHILLS HEART-RACING

ACTION CLIMBING HIGH

ACTIVE COASTER PARACHUTE

ADVENTURES COMPETITION RAPIDS

BARRIERS ENDURANCE SCARY

BOUNDARIES EXERTION SPEED

BUMPS EXTREME THRILLING

BUNGEE GOALS TRAIL BLAZE
SIMCOE COUNTY

PLOWMEN’S ASSOCIATION

CAnnual %ﬁc»f«g Datch & 0‘{&?‘;{“5 Didplay

4141 COUNTY ROAD 27, COOKSTOWN, ON

FREE ADMISSION
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Anten Mills Annual
Artisan Craft &

Food Fair

Saturday, September 27th
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Anten Mills Community Centre and Park
3985 Horseshoe Valley Rd W. Anten Mills, ON

Wonderful outdoor market to sell your
handcrafted creations, flowers, produce, meat,
cheese and other goods!

AR

Contact farmview@on.aibn.com to reserve your space

SINCE 1985
0 CCREDITED SEED TREATING FACILITY
BoOR L Your
£ ceed now!
wuwtt.’,r wheat seé

" 717608 Hwy, 26, Stayner ON LOM 7150
\ Tel: 705-428-3329
¢ email: kenwyant@rogers.com

i, ) ONES .

POWELL
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca

F FIRE-ALERT Simcoe County & area

- Mobile fire extinguisher service & sales
- Commercial/Industrial/Farm/Residential
- NFPA 10 Compliant

Brad Ayres (705) 241-4574
brad @fire-alert.ca
FIRE-ALERT.CA

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER

Where every photo becomes a Masterpiece

705-321-2592
RundlesPhotography.com @rundles_photography

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

e BT ._ < i A
Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | EImvale, Ontario

A Blast at the Schomberg Fair!

Reports and photos submitted by Simcoe County 4-H

South Simcoe 4-H Community Club

By Charlie Leal

I had a blast at the
Schomberg Fair, and so did
my fellow 4-H members. My
family and I came to the
Schomberg Fair and went
straight to all the fun. I vis-
ited the face-painting station
with my sister, while my
brother headed to the water
ball station. I loved seeing
all the animals. My favourite
animal was the Silkie chick-
ens. Thank you to all the 4-
H members who came out,
our leaders, and the
Schomberg Agricultural So-
ciety for giving us the oppor-
tunity to be there.

Free Estimates murrayscott65@outlook com

—_ — )

705-721-8472

TN

MURCOTT DESIGN BUILD

Serving Simcoe County Since 1992
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New sprouting idea for feeding livestock

Story and photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Eric and Pauline O’Brien of Cameron have perfected a
new way to finish their cattle for market. The new system
produces zero waste, has low maintenance costs and results
in happy, contented cattle. The “Elite Sprouting System”
was revealed during a recent tour of O’Brienview Organic
Farm, organized by Farms at Work.

The new sprouting system came in place for two reasons.
Pauline explained, “we were growing 20 to 30 acres of bar-
ley- and then running out of it by February. It is not easy to
find organic barely in February.” The second reason was the
farm had a request for “grass fed beef with sprouts” as a
special order. The order could not be filled, but the idea was
planted.

Sprouting  involves
growing grain seed in a
controlled, warm environ-
ment until it develops into
what looks like rich, green
grass. There are several
options available for
sprouting, but the work in-
volved would take one
person a full day, Pauline
and her husband, Eric,
predicted. The O’Brien
family has nine children
and 18 grandchildren, all
with busy lives. All nine
siblings work in the trades,
ranging from agriculture
to steamfitting to cabinet-

o £ fae o . ¥ L3
This beautiful

the end of this story.

, healthy, well-fed Angus-type steer was finished
on pasture and barley sprouts. The barley sprouts were grown
on the farm using the innovative Elite Sprouting Systems, de-
signed and owned by Eric and Pauline O’Brien. Tours of the sys-
tem are available, and the system can be designed specifically
for unique farming operations. See the contact information at

be so filling for the steers, they eat every scrap- and then go
to lie down for the next few hours to digest.

The sprouts grow naturally into a clump of white roots.
The sprouts smell like, according to Eric, “a combination of
cucumbers and honeydew melons. And they are good enough
for us to eat.” The sprouts’ roots form such a clump that the
trays are simply slid into a wheelbarrow- and the sprouts are
dumped in front of the steers with zero waste, either in con-
tainers or leftovers.

The conversion is impressive: 90 pounds of barley seed
grows into 650 pounds of sprouts. The worry of running out
of feed in February is now a thing of the past. Today, 12
acres of barley can feed the
family farm’s 15 steers until
they are finished. Sprouts can
also be fed to dairy cattle,
sheep, goats and chickens.

Pauline is well known at
the Fenelon Farmers’ Mar-
ket, where she is a regular
vendor at the weekly Friday
market. Between this and oc-
casional other markets, farm-
gate sales and custom orders,
the need is for 15 finished
steers per year. The calves
are born and finished on the

vl i

farm. The cattle are
processed at Ron Hall Meats
in Manilla.

She explains, “Ron al-

making. There was simply
no one available to spend a full day tending to the sprouts.

“We had the idea and Eric planned it all out being a steam-
fitter and being so good at inventing,” Pauline says. Ex-
plaining that barley seed is placed on flat trays, under lights.
An automatic misting system comes on every few minutes.
Every day the large trays are moved, one tray represents one
meal to the cattle that are being finished so when the meal is
removed, another tray of seed is added.

“This system put up our hydro by $12 per month. We
used high efficient LED lights. It takes about 9 litres of water
every day for the automatic watering system,” Eric explains.

“In 7 days, sprouts have grown up to about 7 inches high,”
Eric says, pointing out the next meal for the shiny-coated,
peaceful steers lounging in the pasture beside the barn on
the day of the tour.

Pauline points out the incredible stats for this feed that
qualifies as “grass fed”. Sprouted barely has 28% protein
and 98% digestibility. This combination makes for a meal to

ways does a great job, and
we can count on him. We are pleased that he gives so much
back locally. We were at the 4-H Market Steer Sale last sum-
mer, and Ron was a buyer—and that helps the 4-H youth.”

Farms at Work was pleased to be part of bringing this
new idea to the public. “Farms at Work was glad to offer
this event in partnership with O'Brienview Organic Farm.
Eric's innovative ability and determination to invent the
sprouting system, along with the passion he and Pauline
have for agriculture, inspires both farmers and local food
enthusiasts. The tour generated excitement among the atten-
dees regarding how the system could be used on their farms.
Our visit to the O'Brien's farm and all of our
monthly farm tours align with our mission to support the
growth of resilient, thriving farms that contribute to com-
munity food security in east central Ontario.”

Anyone looking for more information on Elite Sprouting
Systems, can contact Eric & Pauline O’Brien at 705-887-
3974 and farming1011@outlook.com

-

Harvest King

Fall Farmers Market

Sunday, Oct. 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

King Township Municipal Centre

Questions? Email environmentaking.ca

king.ca/KEAT
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J7XEAT  XING

7ABS DEREK'S

nieseL SPECALSTS  )|ESEL SERVICE INC.

M EMGBER
Gas & Diesel, Fuel Injectors

Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps

Authorized Dealer For:

()BOSCH  STANADYNE'

Tel: (705) 733-3787 » 1-800-862-3405
Fax: (705) 733-3789
Joe Roach, Manager 66 Morrow Road, Barrie

Check out the Ag Business Directory on page 18.

northwaytire@Qoutlook.com

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.

24/7 Farm & Truck Service

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

z<marshall w. driver _
cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com

BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS
CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

SIS =g - Barn painting - Pressure

washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying
and repair

Fully WSIB Insured

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
www.cravenmaintenance.ca
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Still Smiling at 100: Dorothy Munro of Epsom

Story by Cathy Hamill-Hill, photos provided by the Somerville family

Next year, Dorothy Munro of Epsom will once again have
to take a driver’s licence test, and it is a safe bet that she will
pass with flying colours. Turning 100 on July 15 has done
nothing to slow down this highly intelligent, contented and
happy woman, who loves life.

Dorothy was born in Wick, a tiny community near Sun-
derland. She was the middle child of three. Her older brother
was five years her senior, while her younger sister was three
years younger. Her brother has since passed away, but her
“baby” sister, now 97 years old, is doing fine.

The family lived on a small property with a modest house
and a small barn. Her father supported the family by working
as the custodian for the church, the school, and the cemetery,
all located in the Wick area. Her mother was a homemaker
who made almost everything the family needed, from cloth-
ing to food.

"Everything was done by hand," Dorothy recalls. "Cook-
ing was done by hand, washing was done by hand, and even
heating the house was done by hand." She added that they

was renovated. Ray and Dorothy moved to their own
place- and soon were a family with a first child arriving
ten months after the wedding- and a son arrived right
after. It was not an ecasy life especially the first years.
“We had to wash everything by hand for the babies, dia-
pers included. I had my 100 hens outside and a big garden
that needed to be “put down” in the cellar for the winter-
and I had my two babies to care for,” she explains adding
her husband was always busy outside.

Ray was a fulltime farmer with a herd of dairy cows
he milked by hand for cream production. At that time,
there was a creamery in Port Perry. With the milk portion
left from the cream, he raised pigs that he kept until finish.
He also raised up ready-to-lay pullets from baby chicks.
Working at his parent’s farm was part of his life too as
the two families worked together. There were also crops
to be planted and harvesting crops were all done with
draft horses in the early years. He was as busy as Dorothy
was in the house as the property had no tractor or hydro
until years later.

¥

Dorothy Munro still
resides on the family
farm, and is pictured
here at her recent 100th
birthday celebration.

had only outdoor facilities, with an outhouse being a normal
part of everyday life.

The only source of heat in the house was a woodstove.
Every piece of wood had to be cut by hand—this was long
before chainsaws—and stored in a wood cellar on the lower
level of the house. The woodstove was on the main living
level, so each piece of wood had to be carried up the stairs
and placed in a woodbox beside the stove.

Dorothy remembers the woodbox well. “It was my job to
fill that woodbox every day. It was still better than the daily
dusting, I never could see any dust on the furniture.”

Graduating from grade 8 at the Wick school, Dorothy
moved to “Continuation School” in Sunderland which would
be considered high school today. She left high school after
two years and went straight to work.

"I went out to work helping neighbour women with their
new babies," she says, explaining that the role was much
like what we would call a live-in nanny today. One of those
neighbours would ultimately shape the course of Dorothy's
life.

“There was a War on so there were War Dances every
Friday and Saturday. The neighbor asked me to go with her
friend to the Dance and there, I met Ray Munro from Ep-
som,” Dorothy remembers.

Dorothy was only 17 years old so she had to get her fa-
ther’s permission to marry. The permission was granted
though there was one rule. “My mother was from England
and she said weddings should happen only in a Church. She
didn’t like the at home weddings there were then one bit.
So Ray and I had the first Wedding at Wick Church. All the
neighbours came for both of us. It was a grand day in 1944
when I married Ray.”

The young married couple moved to Ray’s parent’s farm
and shared a house until a house on another family farm

It wasn’t that common then that the husband would
encourage his wife to drive the family car. “Ray taught me
how to drive. He said that I could do more with our children
if I didn’t have to wait for him to come and drive us. He
didn’t mind at all me going out when I needed to,” Dorothy
remembers and she says she still likes to drive to this day.
“I don’t drive too far now but I can go to get my hair done
and around to the neighbours just fine.”

Dorothy appreciates she is 100 years old and living in her
same matrimonial home. She was parted with her husband
through death, 9 years ago. She isn’t sure how she got to be
this age, but she believes she knows exactly why her mind
continues to be as strong and sharp as any young adult today.
She doesn’t do crossword puzzles or anything usually pre-
scribed for memory explaining, “I have my sound mind all
because of my family.”

“I talk and visit with my family of three daughters (Helen,
Betty and Suzanne) and one son (Ross) all the time- and my
eight grandchildren. I also have great grandchildren. They
all keep me young. They share their lives with me so I know
what is going on in the world today. I want to keep up with
their lives so I make sure I remember things when they tell
me. | am so lucky to have them all in my life. I love them
all,” she says.

The 100 year old birthday girl has purpose to her days.
She follows a schedule “so I can accomplish something each
day”. She watches some tv in the evening and enjoys Vision
TV on Friday night especially the “Your All Time Hit Classic
Parade” music show.

The biggest change in the last 100 years, according to
Dorothy, is how “by hand” is replaced by machines. “Years
ago when something bad happened, all the neighbours got
together. The women went to the house and the men went

outside and every-
one used their
hands to help out
the person in trou-
ble. Now, big ma-
chines come in to
help and not as
many neighbours,”
she says.

There was some
difficulty recently
in Dorothy’s life.
Her arthritic knee
caught her off balance one evening. She ended up falling
and breaking her hip. She came through surgery at 99 years
old. “T got all fixed up with surgery. I wish I could get a bit
more strength in that hip but I’'m working on it. I take physio
and I’'m grateful for all the good that has done for me. I
sometimes take a Tylenol but sometimes I don’t need to for
pain. I do need my walker a bit more now but really it isn’t
bad at all.”

She adds that her daughters that live close to her have
been extra helpful in this time. Each daughter takes one day
to visit her and help as needed. “My daughters would do all
my meals but I can make my own supper and tell them I can
do that much,” she clarifies.

When one reaches 100 years old like Dorothy has in such
incredibly good health, she is asked for advice about life.
She has a quick response, “Be happy. We have a lot to be
thankful for in this wondrous country of Canada that we
live in. We need to get along and even if we have to bend
over backwards to get along with someone, we need to do
that. If we all get along, we will make a better world.”

Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!

-

4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON LOG 1W0 (905) 939-7494 E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca
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Wishing our customers a safe wheat harvest.
Visit our new website for harvest updates

and cash bids.

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

)

www.dunkerronelevators.ca

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years!
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History Roars to Life at the Kawartha Antique Power Show

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Vintage machinery, treasured memories, and a shared pas-
sion for preserving agricultural history drew thousands of
visitors to this year's Kawartha Antique Power Show. From
beautifully restored tractors and rare logging equipment to

These two tractors to the
right have been beautifully
restored by Phil and CIiff
Archer. The tractor at the far

right is a 1968 Massey Fer-
guson 1130, 120 horsepower
that was bought in Burk's

historical construction machinery and family-friendly dis-
plays, the show celebrated Canada's rural heritage while
bringing toge'ther collectors, Volunt(.eers, a.nd enthu.SIasts from Falls. The other tractor is a
across Ontario. Whether r@cpnnectmg with old frlends, hon- 1969 Massey Ferguson
ouring loved ones, or admiring the craftsmanship of decades 1100, 92 horsepower that
past, visitors found plenty to enjoy at one of the country's \as bought from the late
premier antique power shows. Calvin and Carolyn

T By Coolidge's farm in Woodville.
These two beautiful tractors
were amongst the rows and
rows of restored tractors on
display.

Pictured to the left is young Matthew
Yoshiki of Courtice trying out a home-
made tractor from the 1960s—1970s
owned by Terry Carlaw of Warkworth.
Beside Matthew is Sam Hazelwood of
Codrington. Sam is a member of the
planning team for the Second Annual
Ag Day, to be held at the Codrington
Farmers' Market on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19. The event will feature vin-
tage implements and machinery, as
well as a "Dairy: Now and Then" dis-
play.

Pictured at left is Lisa Harrison of Sandford,
showing her Canadian pride at the Kawartha An-
tique Power Show. Lisa was introduced to vin-
tage tractors largely by her late friend, Arthur
Powell. The two friends attended the show to-
gether every year. In memory of Arthur and other
family members, Lisa brought a collection of
plates featuring local churches to display at the
show. "l come here to remember Art and to meet
up with friends that | only get to see at this Show
every year," she said. Lisa especially liked the
2026 display of Historical Construction Equip-
ment.

This is a 1922 Linn Truck with 60 horsepower.
This is the oldest existing known Linn Truck in
Canada and the third oldest known in the
world. It weighs 10,500 pounds. The truck was
made to haul logs and pulp wood out of timber
regions. It was designed to fit in a sleigh track
and to hold and move up to 6 sleighs fully
loaded with logs. This piece of history wasi
found by Historical Construction Equipment®
Association (HCEA) members in 1990 in
Corbeil, Ontario. It was owned by Corey Wey=
of Orangeville. The owner was approached by,
HCEA to display the piece of history at the
Simcoe County Museum and begin its|
restoration. The restoration is still in progress

This happy couple, Barb and Dave Henderson of Utopia,
came to the Kawartha Antique Power Show specifically to
see the Historical Construction Equipment Association
(HCEA) display featured at this year's show. Dave is part of
the team at the Simcoe County Museum, where the HCEA is
based. Barb said she especially enjoyed the historic tractor
pull held in front of the large covered grandstand as part of
the show.

Service Canada

- Employment Insurance

Congratula‘tory Certificates
Canada Revenue Agency

Tl . el Akt T

T ™ mmigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada

Tr“E_ RRY Y e
DOWDALL 3

8

§ TerryDowdall.2019

- Pensions

Veterans Aff i

~Angus Offlce 705-435_.'305
Collmgwood Offlce 705 445-5557
Terry. Dowdall@parl gc.ca

@ Terry.Dowdall TerryDowdallmp.ca
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Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture annual barbecue

Synopsis by Don Beaulieu

This year’s annual barbecue for the Simcoe County
Federation of Agriculture was held in Oro Medonte at AV
Farms. AV Farms is operated by Andrew and Victoria Eisses,
the fourth generation on this land.

The barbecue part was presented by Shaws Catering who
offered delicious barbecue-roasted tri-tip beef with all the
trimmings.

Guest speakers are always a large part of the day and
this one was no exception. There was a theme of health and
safety among them.

David Ritchie welcomed everyone and got right to the
presentations, introducing Avery Dixon of Agriculture
Awareness Ontario.

Mental health support

Dixon explained that their Farmer Wellness Initiative is
free and comes to where you are. They offer free, unlimited
mental health counselling
to Ontario farmers, farm
families and farm employ-
ees, including international
agricultural workers and
trained Guardians.

They understand the
unique challenges of agri-
cultural life and deliver help
with care, compassion and a
deep respect for the people
who make up our Ontario
farming community.

Part of Dixon’s presen-
tation included a walk
through the Preparing for
Uncertainty in Agriculture workshop workbook.

Agriculture Wellness Ontario has several facets to the
organization, one being the Farmer Wellness Initiative, but
also The Guardian Network. This is a suicide prevention
program with volunteers trained to identify signs of mental

Agriculture Wellness

distress in farmers and connect them with the necessary
mental health services.

In The Know is a three-hour mental health literacy workshop
tailored to the agricultural community designed to increase
mental health knowledge and help-seeking behaviours
among farmers.

Growth Workshops This is a series of short, focussed
workshops designed to provide our community with accessible
mental health education.

International Agricultural Works Wellness Program
Aiming to address the unique mental health and wellness
challenges faced by temporary international workers in Ontario.

The Farmer Wellness website can be found at:

farmerwellnessiniative.ca

How insurance can help

Representing Co-operators Insurance, a company well-known
in agricultural circles. Tying into Dixon’s talk involving uncer-
tainty, Sarah, made the connection to insurance and its role to
help mitigate uncertainty and bring peace of mind. Someone
mentioned that the Co-operators started in small farm commu-
nities and to this day, they are still in our farm communities.

“Financial security includes insurance products” she said.
Someone also stressed how important it is to have a good
relationship with your insurance advisor as no two farms

are the same, going as far
to say “Your advisor is your
closest friend”.

She spent some time
discussing risk and risk
management, explaining
that insurance can help
farmers identify potential
issues before they become

claims. Examples included
aging structures, house-
keeping, chemical storage
and whether buildings are

iscussedjthe;::
3 ~ #u 2 s
insuranceloffers: ; :
557 | being used appropriately.

Presented by the

6:30 pm

Sutton Fairgrounds

in the Pavilion

All welcome

York Region Federation of Agriculture

Thursday, August 27th

bring your friends, family, and neighbours!

To some, it may have sounded like a checklist of main-
tenance items to address before the advisor’s next visit,
although the message was intended to emphasize prevention
rather than repair.

She closed her talk with “In your financial planning, in
your protection of mental health, protecting everything,
insurance is one of the main components of that protection.”

Emergency preparedness

In general, the Simcoe County Emergency Preparedness
folk look at larger issues, the ones beyond the 911 calls at the
forefront of most peoples’ thoughts. Emergency management
does not deal with everyday emergencies.

Emergency management comes into play when there is a
larger scale situation that affects a wide area, a larger number
of people or a threat to public safety. One may think of it as
disaster management.

The official definition of emergency in Ontario is: “A
situation or impending situation that constitutes a danger
of major proportion that could result in serious harm to
persons, substantial damage to property and can be caused
by either forces of nature, disease, an accident or potentially
intentional act.”

ROAR

A familiar topic, particularly in Clearview and Springwater
Townships, is the Department of Defense Over-the-Horizon
radar plans. Rachel Brooks and Terri Jackman brought the
latest news about this situation, which still leaves us with
many unanswered questions and concerns.

Public Access Defibrillation Program

Kim Oxley, Co-ordinator for Public Access Defibrillation
program (PAD) at the County of Simcoe also gave the crowd
a good outline of how to obtain and register a unit. She also
explained some of the pitfalls of first responders locating a
rural location with acres, various buildings involved, and
what dispatchers need to know to be most efficient.

A bevy of local politicians and other leaders brought words
of appreciation to the agricultural community.

A local, full service Ag retailer providing
agronomic solutions to increase productivity
and profitability on your farm.

‘Zﬂor*/zilgy/ to Grow With yow/

HOLME

AGRQ STAYNER

www.holmesagro.com

ORANGEVILLE
REDICKVILLE

1.800.668.3047
519.925.3138
1.866.388.8002
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Understanding Diseases in

Row Crops

By Taylor Legge, Agronomist Holmes Agro, 705 428 4444

The heat and humidity in midwestern Ontario this summer is conducive to disease
development on some of our key commodity crops, including corn and soybeans.
How do producers take risk and investment into account when deciding to protect

crops against diseases?

Between timely rains and moderate heat,
the 2026 growing season hasn’t left us too
much to complain about so far. Unfortu-
nately, the weather that our crops love is also
highly conducive to many diseases in Ontario
row crops. If I walk outside to scout my
crops at 11:00am and there is still dew getting
my jeans wet, I take that as a cue to watch
for diseases, especially in corn and soybeans.

Most Ontario diseases impact the crop in
one of two ways: foliar diseases that colonize
the leaf surface and reduce photosynthesis,
and diseases that reduce the yield and quality
of the crop at harvest. Both groups often
need to be managed preventatively, but
across the industry our management ap-
proaches to each differ. Ultimately, like any
management activity in a crop, we compare
the fundamentals: the cost of doing it versus
the cost of not doing it.

The cost of protecting crops against dis-
eases is fairly straightfoward. The cost of the
product and the cost of applying it are both
something you can factor into your cost of
production budget in the winter. If you em-
ploy management strategies to reduce disease
like adapting row spacing and tillage, these
can also be easily pre-determined. What we
often struggle to put our finger on is the cost

of not doing it, or the risk of occurrence. In
the Georgian Bay area, we have crops where
fungicide response is easily proven, like
wheat, and crops where we are still exploring
the potential, like corn. While there are
dozens of factors at play, I try and focus on
a few primary metrics: field history of dis-
ease, environmental likelihood of disease,
and current yield potential of the crop in the
field. In recent years there has been more re-
search in favour of the plant health aspect of
disease prevention- which suggests that
fungicides promote water use efficiency and
chlorophyll production in addition to pro-
tecting against disease. “Staygreen” is highly
genetic and can also be an important man-
agement tool for crops where quality is a
concern.

Ultimately, we’re on the lookout for dis-
eases in fields this summer, as the long range
forecast suggests we are going to have fre-
quent storms and moderate temperatures. If
growers are concerned about protecting their
fields against diseases and weighing the risks,
I always suggest protecting your best field
first, as well as your most at-risk field. It’s
important to scout frequently for diseases,
so we can catch the problem before it be-
comes widespread.
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Agricultural Anecdotes
from

Farmer Tim

~

After a lot of sleepless nights, hard con-
versations, research, second-guessing, and
prayers, we’ve finally made the decision
to build a new dairy barn. I just signed my
life away!

Honestly, in a way, it feels like a huge
burden has been lifted off my shoulders
just by making the decision. The worrying
doesn’t disappear as I’m sure there will
still be plenty of nights staring at the ceil-
ing, wondering how we’re going to pay for
it all, but deep down, I know this is the
right move for our family, our physical
health, our mental health, and most impor-
tantly, the health and happiness of our herd.

Over the last while, I’ve learned more
about barn building than I ever imagined
possible. Layouts, ventilation, cow comfort,
manure systems, robotics, traffic flow, bed-
ding, feed access, concrete, financing... the
list never ends. It’s been a learning process
every single day. Along the way, so many
people have stepped up to offer advice,
share experiences, calm my nerves, and re-
mind me that every farmer who’s built be-
fore us has had the same fears and doubts.
I can’t thank those people enough, and I
will be mentioning many of them in the
coming days.

o
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I know there will be bumps and bruises
along the way. Nothing worth doing ever
comes easy, especially in farming. But I've
also been promised by people I trust that
when the dust settles, we’ll wonder why
we didn’t do it sooner. Happier cows. Better
working conditions. A more sustainable fu-
ture. A better life for the next generation.

And honestly, I’m not just doing this for
myself, my family, or even my cows. I'm
doing it for you too.

As a Canadian dairy farmer, I’ve dedi-
cated my life to this job because I genuinely
love caring for cattle and caring for the
land. Every day, I silently promise to do
the very best I can to produce some of the
highest quality milk from some of the best
cows in the world. This new barn is another
step toward keeping that promise.

So stay tuned... it’s going to be a very
interesting summer. With a little luck, some
ground will start moving in the next couple
of weeks.

We’re going to need all the support we
can get, and I truly appreciate every single
person who follows along with this journey.
Thanks for believing in farmers, believing
in Canadian dairy, and believing in us.

Wish us luck.

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his stories through
social media for many years. Tim is quoted saying “All farmers need to get their
stories out there and have fun while they do it!”

SWB Insurance Brokers

(Smith, Williams and Bateman Insurance Brokers Ltd.)
We have been insuring farms and agribusinesses
for 76 years (So Farl)

Farms - Commercial -

Residential
Professional Liability - Cyber
Life Insurance - Travel Coverage - Etc.

- Automobile

16700 Yonge Street Box 2005
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 6W4
905-895-2591 | 905-773-6266

1-800-263-1520
info@swbins.com
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for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

offering...
Simple Cremations.
Traditional Funerals.
Celebrations of life.
Graveside Services.
Pre-Arranged or At-need.

Matt and Cindy Drury/Oners
Tel: (705) 728-8282
info@legacyfuneral.ca

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N SR7
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Prooiding Provincial
Support in Simcoe North

Anniversary, Birthday
& Special Event Scrolls

e Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates

¢ Family Responsibility Office Issues
(FRO)

e GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons
and seniors)

e Health Care
e Health Cards/OHIP Issues

e Natural Resources & the Environment

www.legacyfuneral.ca

e Ontario Disability Support Program
(ODSP)

e Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
¢ Provincial Government Programs
e Seniors Issues

e Small Business Issues ¥l

¢ Transportation
Trillium Drug Program (OTDP) A

Workplace Safety & Insurance - A
Board (WSIB)

DUNLOP

MPP - Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 * Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org
JillDunlopMPP.ca

A Creative Weekend Awaits at the Simcoe
County Quilt, Rug & Artisan Fair

By Janis Hamilton

With all this extreme heat, I’'m sure you are not wanting
to fire up the sewing machine. Just thinking of filling a
bobbin may be just too much. But if you are working with a
fan or able to find a breeze, more power to you.

By the end of August most of us are thinking let’s get
some fall projects ready to start or on a really good day,
maybe finish some. Could they be presents for Christmas?
If you’re stuck for an idea of what to do, I have a suggestion:
the annual Quilt, Rug and Artisan Fair at the Simcoe County
Museum! It takes place Friday through Sunday, September
18-20, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

Admission fees apply: adults, $10; seniors, $8; youth, $8;
and children, $5. Preschoolers ages 0-3 are admitted free.

So, what is there to see and do... well grab a comforting
drink and I’ll explain. Artisans from all over the county will
be there - hands-on demonstrations, vendors with supplies
for crafts shown, selling crafts or just come and get some
ideas or purchase early Christmas presents. Several of the
groups there will have wonderful items for sale. I can always
find unique and affordable treasures to take home. Quilts
and other items sewn by members and volunteers will be on
display, and volunteers will be available to answer questions.
You can even vote for your favourite quilt, wall hanging or
quilt challenge entry.

This year’s quilt challenge is to create anything with a
120-inch perimeter, using black and white with a splash of
colour. Imagination is the only limit for this challenge!

The artisan groups this year are as follows:

Huronia Handweavers Guild

Barrie Modern Quilt Guild - Barrie

Huronia Spinners Guild

Georgian Bay Quilters Guild - Midland

Huronia Branch of Ontario Hooking Craft Guild

Kempenfelt Quilters’ Guild - Barrie

Orillia Sunshine Rug Hookers

Quilting Corners Guild - Alliston

Simcoe County Arts & Crafts Assn. (SCACA)

Simcoe County Quilters’ Guild - Barrie

Simcoe County Embroidery Guild

Slope to Shore Quilters’ Guild - Wasaga Beach

Simcoe County Lacemakers

Simcoe County Potters Guild

I was given a “Brief History of the Simcoe County Quilt,
Rug & Craft Fair” by Ruth Byers of SCACA. The name
was recently changed to reflect the fair’s artisan component,
but its purpose has always been to share with the public a
love of art through quilts.

In 1948, Midland was preparing to celebrate its centenary
in 1949, so the Simcoe County Arts and Crafts Association
(SCACA) was asked to help organize a quilt and rug show.
Members of the public were encouraged to lend their heir-
loom quilts, and many were inspired to make new quilts
featuring designs based on local history and colour. Thor
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Hansen, an outstanding artist and designer of Canadian
Themes, offered to draw some quilt and rug designs inspired
by Simcoe County’s history and nature. July of 1949 saw
140 quilts displayed in St. Paul’s United Church, Midland.

The show was such a success it was held twice a year, but
over time it became a burden and was reduced to every other
year. In 1960 the scope was extended to include many more
local artisans and craftsmen. By 1971 visitors missed the
quilts and rugs, so it was renamed the “Quilt, Rug and Craft
Fair” and they were held every other year till the end of that
decade.

Eventually the fair became an annual event and has con-
tinued to grow each year. Finally, in 1975 the Fair found its
new permanent home at the Museum. Costumes of duster
caps, aprons and butcher style aprons worn by volunteers so
they could be recognized among the thousands of visitors
over the next few years. 1999 was the last year SCACA or-
ganized the fair and the Staff of the Museum with the count-
less volunteers from each group continue to offer one of the
most unique shows of arts and crafts in all of Ontario. Each
group allows its members to make items and sell them to
the public. So, if ever you thought I’d like to try pottery,
lacemaking or just check out how you could spin your long
haired dog’s fur into a pair of mittens, come and enjoy all
that is offered.

The Museum also has food if you stay over lunchtime
and is so reasonably priced and an outdoor venue for eating
while you decide what vendor you wish to visit in the outer
buildings. Usually, musical entertainment as you eat and all
is wheelchair accessible.

The quilts, wall hangings and challenge in the quilt area
will inspire you and maybe you will even see some pattern
you would like to try. Most full quilts have write ups includ-
ing the pattern they use, the person who did the quilting and
the reason they made the quilt. Take the time to read those
write-ups, there is always a story behind each work of art.
If you wish to see the back of any quilt there are volunteers
there wearing white gloves who would be more than willing
to let you see the back and try to answer any questions you
may have. Often the person who made the quilt will be there
and if the volunteer knows them would be more than happy
to have you connect with them so your questions can be an-
swered. In the quilt room you will be given a program in-
cluding all the information about each quilt guild and a ballot
so you are able to help choose the Viewer’s Choice quilt of
the weekend.

A fun weekend filled with creativity, new art to try and
dedicated volunteers who love the craft they are doing.
Seems like a perfect event to enjoy!

Quilting stories and photographs
are always welcome!
farmview @on.aibn.com

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1LO
www.ontariostockyards.on.ca
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Dufferin Fire Safety Essentials for Off-

Farm

Tour

We are busy planning the
2026 Dufferin Farm Tour!
The tour will take place on
October 3 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.

A big thank you to our
sponsors, and volunteers for
making the farm tour a suc-
cess each and every year!

To stay up to date on our
2026 tour, please follow us
on Facebook or Instagram,
or join our email list
https://dufferinfarmtour.com

We are always on the look
out for tour hosts, sponsors
or volunteers for the tour,
please contact us.

Since 1998 Dufferin farm-
ers have opened their doors
for one day in the fall to
show people how farming re-
ally happens.

Each year a different sec-
tion of the county is chosen
and the the tour takes visitors
to several different farms,
making each tour a totally
unique experience.

The tour is a self-guided
tour and is open to the public.
The host farms offer a
glimpse of the diversity of
agriculture in the area. Our
farmers are excited to share
their farming knowledge and
the day to day operation and
challenges of farming. There
will be many animals to see,
farm-related activities, com-
modity displays, local pro-
duce to purchase. You will
end your day with an appre-
ciation for local farming and
the commitment of the farm
families. Admission is a non-
perishable food donation or
cash for the Local Food
Bank.

You are encouraged to eat
local, eat healthy and support
farmers.

Campus Living
By Dennis Gannon

It may still be August, and many of us are
thinking about summer fun, but for families
with someone heading to college or univer-
sity in the coming weeks, it’s also time to
find safe accommodations. For many stu-
dents, moving away from home is a first-
time adventure. While searching for afford-
able housing can be challenging, safety
should never be compromised.

Colleges and universities that provide stu-
dent residences are required to have working
smoke alarms, fire safety plans, and staff
who monitor the safety of residents. How-
ever, many students choose to live independ-
ently in shared houses, apartments, or rental
units. When considering these options, there
are several important fire safety features to
look for.

First, ensure there are working smoke
alarms on every level of the home and out-
side each sleeping area. Ask when they were
last tested, how old they are, and who is re-
sponsible for their maintenance. If the home
contains fuel-burning appliances such as a
gas furnace, water heater, fireplace, or gas
dryer, confirm that carbon monoxide alarms
are installed and properly maintained. They
should be located outside sleeping areas in
accordance with Ontario requirements.

Safe exits are equally important. There
should be at least two ways out from every
level of the home, with exits that are unob-
structed and free of unusual locking devices.
Doors and windows should open easily. If
the bedroom is located in a basement, make
sure the window meets minimum size re-
quirements for emergency escape.

Electrical safety should not be overlooked.
Are there enough electrical outlets to accom-
modate computers, chargers, televisions, and
other devices? Extension cords and power
bars should only be used temporarily and
should never serve as a permanent source of
electrical power. They should also never be
run under carpets or rugs, where heat can
build up unnoticed.

If the property is marketed as student
housing, ask whether it has been inspected
by the local fire department or fire prevention
officials and whether it complies with the
Ontario Fire Code. Request to see the most
recent fire inspection report and note the date

it was completed.

Once safe accommodations have been
found, students should follow a few basic
fire safety practices throughout the school
year.

Cooking remains the leading cause of res-
idential fires in Ontario. Stay in the kitchen
whenever cooking and never allow alcohol
or drugs to impair your judgment. If you’re
craving French fries, they’re much safer pre-
pared in the oven or an air fryer than in a pot
of hot oil left unattended.

Candles may create a relaxing atmosphere,
but battery-operated LED candles provide
the same effect without the fire risk. When-
ever possible, avoid using open flames.

If additional heat is needed during colder
weather, use a space heater carefully. Keep
it at least one metre away from anything that
can burn, including bedding, furniture, cloth-
ing, and curtains. Turn it off whenever you
leave the room or go to sleep.

Student life often includes social gather-
ings. Keep the number of guests manageable
and be alert to excessive alcohol consump-
tion or the use of recreational substances, as
impaired judgment significantly increases the
risk of fire. If anyone smokes or vapes, have
them do so outside. Never use flower planters
as ashtrays, as the contents can be surpris-
ingly combustible and may ignite unnoticed.

Finally, always know exactly where you
are. It sounds simple, but knowing the correct
street address and the municipality you’re in
can save valuable time during an emergency.
When calling 9-1-1, providing accurate lo-
cation information helps emergency respon-
ders arrive more quickly. Apps such as
What3words may also be useful in areas
where emergency services support them.

A few minutes spent checking the fire
safety features of a rental property can make
all the difference. Choosing safe accommo-
dations allows students and their families to
focus on what really matters—enjoying the
exciting opportunities and challenges of the
coming school year.

For more information, contact your local
fire department or visit the Ontario Office of
the Fire Marshal and Emergency Manage-
ment.

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,
on-site technical advice.

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

~

959 Marshall Rd.

Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563 Fax 705-526-4862
www.doublejbfeeds.ca

FEEDS

Curbside pick up still offered
Call today to place your poultry order

» Organic Feed Available °
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed
& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.

We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags,
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,
Herbs for Horses products and more!

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,
Sunday and Holidays - closed.

|7 6 v R

Eli Noble

Masonry Specialist
905-904-1570 - ednoble2@gmail.com

Service areas include
Barrie, Durham and the GTA

.

all your
ce needs!

aned produce
y to October

¢ tree planting

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards
abandoned well decommissioning
tile drain control boxes

and more!

Call us today about your project!
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 « www.nvca.on.ca

e Johnston Road
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Echoes of a Vanished Village

Melancthon is one of countless vanished villages scattered
throughout Ontario. Today, wind turbines stand where once
a thriving community stood. So, what happened? What turn-
of-fate caused it to die?

Before there was a Melancthon, there was a vast swath of
wilderness called the Queen’s Bush. This expanse, roughly
bounded by Kitchener, Orangeville, Goderich and Hanover,
was until the mid-19th a dark and largely unsettled wilderness.
When settlement began to encroach upon the forested region
around mid-century, it clung to. the settlement roads that
were lifelines of civilization, the few tenuous links to the
outside world. In the horse-and-buggy era, travellers could
expect to find a stopping place every ten to fifteen miles — an
average day’s journey — along these primitive roads. At these
roadside inns, often originally little more than cabins hastily
constructed of logs, people could find refreshment, lodging
for the night, and stabling for their horses.

Many villages developed around these way stations,
Melancthon among them.

James Beachall, a native of Yorkshire, England, was the
pioneering proprietor of the first hotel in what would be
Melancthon. When he arrived around 1850, the area was still
wilderness, but Beachall was an ambitious man and deter-
mined that the spot was ideal for a roadside inn. He was
right. Almost overnight, the enterprise prospered, and soon

enough a community began to spring up in its shadow.

Beachall built on his initial success by adding a post office
in 1851. He used his prominence as a springboard into local
politics, becoming a longtime councillor, the first reeve of
Melancthon Township, and the first warden of Grey County.

Beachall was far from being the only businessman in
Melancthon, however. Encouraged by his example, other en-
terprising men began to carve out niches for themselves.
Soon, there were two additional taverns, a store, and a black-
smith shop. But as impressive as this early growth might
have been, greater things were looming in the horizon.

In 1873, the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway was com-
pleted. The line ran from Toronto to Orangeville where it
branched, with one arm passing through Melancthon on its
way to Owen Sound. The arrival of the railway resulted in an
economic boom for Melancthon. Within the span of a few
years, the village swelled to include a second store, a
Methodist church, school, town hall, an Orange hall, a sawmill
operated by James Sloan, and a railway station. There were
also more than two dozen homes in town, including a row of
simple cabins built by Sloan to accommodate his workers
and their families.

Though villagers couldn’t know it, this would be Melanc-
thon’s highwater mark Within less than fifty years, the illusion
that was Melancthon’s success had faded and most of the

AGBUSINESS

PHONE: 705-722-0138

EMAIL:

farmview@on.aibn.com

businesses had disap-
peared. There was no
single cause, no dra-
matic deathblow, just
a slow and lingering
demise brought
about by a variety of
factors. The post of-
fice and store
were the most
enduring of the
village functions.
The former
closed in 1969,
while the latter
hung on until
around 2000.

The most ob-
vious reminder
of the village are
the headstones
from its ceme-
tery, moved from their original location to a roadside site. Of
the church that once presided over these markers, there is no
sign; it has faded with the rest of Melancthon.

illage
storles

by Andrew Hind

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 11 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 1 month FREE!

We're worknfﬁ‘“bn
our next |ssue-

.
1

Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL » RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

DALSTON STORE

This summer, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE ¢ FARM SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
* Masterfeeds /
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
* Electric fencing supplies
+ Gates + Bale Feeders - -
1696 Penetangwshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario  Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079

RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including

new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors.

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North ‘Mecﬁamca[

Air Sptcza ist

Meeting all your heating and air condltlonmg needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe Cmmty and Suwoum[irg Area.

<@ 2l EW ’4 pﬂm

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting

Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

Primo Service,
Primo Quality,
Primo People/

=1 PRIMO
a0 aenerarion PAVING .ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)
F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Colin's @ s
Maintenance & Repairs
Chainsaw Sharpening, Tire Changing, Balancing & Sales,
Hydraulic Hose & Crimping, Custom Built Trailers & Wiring,
Welding & Custom Fabricating,
Colin's Custom Cnc Plasma Cutting
Tool & Equipment Rentals
Local Pick up & Delivery Available

(705) 434-2308
www.colinssmallengines.com
colinssmallengines@hotmail.com

6126 Concession Rd 3
Everett ON LOM 1J0

Christian Farmers Federation
of Ontario,

Central Ontario District:
info@christianfarmers.org
1-855-800-0306
christianfarmers.org

OFA Members Service Representative:
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276

email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444

email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca

705-726-9300 ext 1224

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

The Wet Basement Specialist
05 Waterproofing Inc.

416-677-8780
Waterproofing - Concrete Work
Underpinning - Foundation Repairs
Excavation & more

WetBasementSpecialist.ca

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com

Peel County Federation of Agriculture
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com

OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and

Grey Ag Services: York:
519-986-3756

info@greyagservices.ca

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca

York Region Federation of Agriculture

york@ofa.on.ca

Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement
Association

1-800-265-9751
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org
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After The Chores:

Smart as a Boer

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

With no goats to pound,
Francis needed another way
to get his grain on demand.
Francis went around his pen
slamming it and then raising
his voice. The pen has no

feelings so his pounding

Boer goats Percy and Penny have been
credited to saving their owner’s lives. In
Enid, Oklahoma a massive tornado coming
directly at them made a family of three go
down into a storm cellar. The tornado,
clocked at over 200 miles per hour, smashed
everything to bits, burying the storm cellar
under rubble. One of the family members
had cell service so called 911 from inside
the shelter. The emergency responders
quickly arrived finding nothing except a mas-
sive chaotic pile of debris. Percy and Penny
were the only living things seen on the prop-
erty and they were bleating at the top of their
lungs while stomping their hooves on one
specific spot. Under that same spot, a terrified
family heard their goats- and prayed. The
emergency responders started to dig in the
same spot- and the goats were reunited with
their shaken and very grateful family.

I can see Francis being my rescue goat- if
it was chore time.

Francis the boer buck here is beyond de-
manding- and smart. A smart demander gets
attention, every time. It started when Francis
had pen mates. The boer was smart enough
to know that I have zero tolerance for an an-
imal in pain like every other farmer. He
would pound his pen mates making them
cry- and then move away to stand next to
his bucket calmly waiting for grain. It be-
came a game: pound, cry, grain. Once he got
grain, he was respectful again until he wanted
his next helping then it all started over. I
couldn’t take this abuse so he ended up living
alone quickly.

Weighing in at about 120 pounds, if not
more, Francis made me nervous when his
kids went into his pen. He happily shared
his hay manger with them. He plowed them
when they got near his grain bucket but oth-
erwise, he was pleasant to them. The kids
soon learned that there was a zero tolerance
policy around the grain bucket but it was
okay to cuddle up to him on cool nights.

Contact Your BouMatic Dealer Today!

519-934-2343

www.partneragservices.com

Partner AG

yielded nothing- until he
found a weak spot. I won-
dered what all the noise was
with upset kids when they were left eating
grain. The part boer kids were all yelling at
me at the door as Francis had taken over
their grain- and pushed them all out. Francis
had broken down his pen. I fixed the pen
and got Francis back in- but my fix was no
match for 120 pounds of a smart demander.

For the second time, I had upset yelling
kids and a big boer buck in the wrong place
happily eating grain. This time Sweetie out-
smarted Francis and really fixed the pen.
Francis was beaten- and he was some mad.
He stood up and then smashed his way
around the pen yelling for grain. He got his
three servings- but he wants minimum five
on demand.

I have the final baby sired by Francis for
this year. His mother is old and he has a giant
appetite. With the new milk replacer being
so easy to use now, I put him on a “top up”
bottle. That means that he can live on what
his mother produces, but he gets as much as
he could ever possibly want, twice a day.

I feared he would get pounded by the
much older and bigger kids, but this little
guy is as smart as his father. He can drop
and slide like a Blue Jays baseball player on
tv into his mother’s pen where the big kids
cannot get to. This kid is fast- and fearless.
I found him one morning hanging out with
his father, over 110 pounds or so apart in
size, standing together, both yelling at me
for breakfast.

It started off as a brush to my boot and
then ramped up to a steady push. I wondered
what was going on until I found the source
of this constant pushing. The new little buck
kid rams my boot until I feed him his bottle.
He backs up and hits me as hard as his little
head can- and he keeps at it until I move
into the rabbit section of the barn away from
him- or feed him.

I wonder if my smart boers have any ge-
netics shared with Penny and Percy in Okla-
homa.

‘:MMatic y “ r
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=
www.boumatic.com =z
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« Activity
* Accessible

« IDs anywhere
» Two Ranges

« Eating time

= GLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

email: farmview@on.aibn.com

Free lassfied word o' can b mafld, emalled or faved by the 15 of the monkh for e nevtmontsssue.
Tlephone arders are ineiced at $15 fr the fst 25 words. Ad' rn for one moath only and must be re-
submiled each month o be epeated, g normaion s on age 4.

AUCTIONS

Kevin Barker & Greg Snoddon Auctions

Timed online consignment auctions featuring farm and construction
equipment, tractors, vehicles, trailers, tools and much more.
The next online sale is the
August Consignment Sale,

August 17th - 24th, 2026

Visit our website for more information
www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

705-328-1478

3484 Hwy. 35 Lindsay, Ontario

FREE ADS

SPRING & SUMMER AUCTIONS

Truck for sale

1990 Ford F-350, 72,000
kms, 360 cubic inch en-
gine. Needs some repairs
to be certified. Suitable for
cattle or grains, comes
with  a hoist. Asking
$7,000. Call for details
705-737-1134.

For sale: Ford 9N with
Sherman Transmission,
changed to 12V new bat-
tery and carb, good tires
and rims. $32,000 OBO.
Uxbridge area, please call
905-251-1307.

For Sale 2009 Kawasaki
Ninja 250 $1,800.00. This
is a well-used, reliable
bike with approximately
55,000 km. For more
photos, videos, or to
inquire, please call or text
705-627-6710 or email
watkinstrenton1@
gmail.com.

Wanted
International Super
W4 farm tractor.

22 x 32 or 22 x 38 Dion
Threshing Machine.
Please phone in evenings
905-983-9331.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Happy Anniversary
Diana and Aaron!
May your years together
continue to bring
happiness and countless
reasons to celebrate!

I~ \%/ ~ ]

Book your 2026
Spring/Summer sale NOW!

Kevin

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience

& consideration

Please contact us at

Kevin (519)942-0264 » Scott (519)843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Scott

o] f

ANNOUNCEMENTS

D,

You are kind, smart,
beautiful and strong.
Every day you make us
laugh, make us proud,
and remind us how

We can’t wait to watch
you continue to grow
into the incredible

Wishing you a birthday

With all our love,
\ Mom & Dad

Happy Birthday Camila!

lucky we are to love you.

person you’re becoming.

as wonderful as you are.

Happy Birthday Anna!

From kindergarten to today, we've shared a lifetime of memories,
and | can'timagine this journey without you. You are truly one of
the most beautiful people | know inside and out.

Here's to many more years of friendship, adventures, and
making memories together. Love you, Roslyn.

Harley Davidson Golf Cart

o

Completely gone over,

new seats, front axle and
new bearing. Rewired,
new lights and switch.
Excellent shape.

Asking $5,500.00 or best offer.
Call 705-741-6097 or 1-800-954-9998.

FREE ADS

Free classified word ads
(maximum of 40 words)

are for non-profit
individuals and farm
groups. Ads can be

mailed or emailed. They
must reach us by the 15th
of the month before the
next month’'s issue.
Telephone orders are
invoiced at $15 for the first
25 words. Word ads run in
one issue only and must
be re-submitted each
month to repeat. Email
farmview@on.aibn.com
or mail to 8 Luella Blvd.,
Minesing LOXOW7
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Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & Center line Rd
ON, LOM 150  705-428-3132

Erin Location: Cookstown Location:

9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin, 4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON, Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,
NOB1T0O 519-833-9616 LOL1LO  705-458-0871

SINCE 1955

Sales - Parts - Service - Rentals

Certified Parts, Sales, & Service Factory Trained Technicians

Y 3 ; o N { [
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oHayTools ' "% -, L |
Bringing over 35 years of manufacturing and sales experience in the hay and forage industry, Kubot\Hay Tools are highly productive and
focused on maximizing feed quality. Whether you're cutting, tedding, raking, baling ing or feeding, these products are feature rich,

Used ﬁ Equ‘ipme'n_g: =

center pivot trailed , 11’6’
cutting width , semi swing
tine conditioner, adjustable
swath settings , adjustable
cutterbar, 540 RPM, Unit

is located at Stewarts in
Stayner.

$34,800

great plains no-till drill, liquid
fertilizer, grass seed box, 3x13
press wheels, spring tooth
harrows, 9.00x24 rib implement
tires, 3071 acres , excellent
shape, unit is located at Stewarts

Equipment in Stayner. $20,850

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

J Erin.

hours showing: 793, 4wd,
diesel, 64 PTO Hp, cab/heat/
air, Nokian Tires, 360/70r20
fronts, 440/80r30 rears,
radio, Kubota M37 Loader,
Mechanical SS coupler, In

$21,800

hours showing : 2602 , cab
with heat and air, 540 / 100
rpm ,two sets of remotes,
fender mounted switches,
18.4-34 bias rears , 13.6-24
fronts, Unitis located in Erin.

$67,600

5 [New Holland 218

2230 hours showing, cab/

J heat/air, 10x16.5 tires,

hydraulic QC, 66" low pro
bucket front aux hydraulics,
2 speed, hand/foot controls,
Unit is located at Stewart’s

Equipment in Erin. 538,900

hours showing: 11029,
4wd, cab with heat and air,
auto lube system, opti shift,
hydraulic QC, bucket, 23.5r-
25 tires, Unit is located at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$106,500

L] hours showing :573.6, gas,
J four post rops , mower deck,

Unit is located at Stewarts

(" Equipment in Erin.
i ] Stock Number: U29498

Serial Number:

TC0757B043240 56,300

hours showing: 4680.4, ROPS,
10x16.5 tires, hand/foot con-
trols, front auxilliary hydrau-
lics, hydraulic quick attach,
no bucket. Unit is locate at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$24,900

gehl round baler, 4x5 bale
, twine, soft core , 540 rpm,
Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Stayner.
Serial Number: 17727
Stock Number YU0434

$2,350

hours showing : 629.2 on
arrival , cab with heat, radio,
front bumper, front wipers,
spray in bed liner , 25x10.00-
12nhs tires , 2 seater, Unit is
located in Erin.

$23,800

Erin519-833-9616
Cookstown 705-458-0871
Stayner 705-428-3132

Kubota SVL97-2SHEC,

hours ua: 2910.3, cab with
heat and air, high flow,
hydraulic quick attach,

M 80" bucket, front auxilliary

hydraulics , rubber tracks,
unit is located at Stewart’s

Equipment in Erin. $ 63,900

Scan this QR code to view
our full inventory online.

Follow Us




Celebrating our incredible bounty!
Happy Food Day Canada!

from all of us at Farm View
Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.

Farm VIew G_U‘Eﬁ;;ﬁ £ \\7 Community
is proud to (RGANIC WSEREe  Events
support CONFERENCE :
& A

VF%Q(R“GWW& ‘{MM WEEK &\

A newspaper with something for everyone
email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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