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Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more. 
www.charwenfarms.ca

 
    7284 9th Line Thornton, ON 
                705-424-1905 
      office@charwenfarms.ca

EST. 1966

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, 
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per 
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your 
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is 
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

The Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture's annual 
Summer BBQ will take place on Thursday, July 9, at 873 
Line 3 South, Oro-Medonte. For ticket information, email 
simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 

     July 9th: SCFA Annual Summer BBQ

The 48th Annual NSSCIA Summer Bus Trip to Kingston 
will take place July 6th to 9th, 2026. Cost is $800 per person 
and includes meals and accommodations. To reserve a spot, 
contact Nicole Cross at nsimcoesoilncrop@gmail.com.

     July 6th - 9th: NSSCIA Summer Bus Trip 

The advertising and news deadline for the August issue 
of Farm View is Tuesday, July 14th.  

    July 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

Compaction demos and education stations taking place 
July 16th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Tupling Farms in Hon-
eywood. More information in the ad on page 6.

     July 16th: Compaction Day

The Essa National Draft Horse Show takes place August 
1st & 2nd at 7505 10th line, Thornton, ON. Showcasing  
magnificent heavy horses, competitions and vendors! Call 
705-726-1200 or email admin@essaagriplex.ca for details. 
More information in the ad on page 16.

     August 1st & 2nd: Essa National Draft Horse Show

St John’s United Church will be hosting the annual Potato 
Pancake breakfast during the Alliston Potato Festival. Taking 
place in the East parking lot of the Church, all are welcome! 
Visit www.allistonpotatofest.com

     August 7th: St. John’s Pancake Breakfast 

The Annual Barrie Fair takes place at 7505 10th line, 
Thornton, ON August 27th to the 30th. Many exciting ac-
tivities, shows and vendors! Visit www.essaagriplex.ca. More 
information in the ad on page 16.

     August 27th - 30th: Barrie Fair

Agricultural Event not to be missed! Livestock shows, 
tractor & truck pull, lawn tractor & Atv pull, horse show, 
demolition derby, Midway and many other activities. 

27 Veterans Way, Fenelon Falls, ON 
 www.fenelonfair.ca 

    July 17th - July 19th: Fenelon Agricultural Society 

Forage Equipment Demonstrations and Trade Show will 
take place at 1810 County Rd 45, Norwood, ON on July 9, 
2026, 10 am – 3pm. 

     July 9th: Ontario Forage Expo 2026

Historic Machines Roar Back to Life in Simcoe County

Wheels and Tracks in Motion refers to the steel and 
rubber tired vehicles as well as the tracked dozers that 
built the roads in Simcoe County in the last century. An-
nually, the Simcoe County Museum features these 
wonderful and historic pieces of construction equip-
ment at their property on highway 26, 5 miles north of 
Barrie. On June 13th and 14th, a spectacular display 
of historic construction equipment included rollers, 
graders, excavators, shovels and so much more. A sim-
ilar event is held in September called the ‘Last Blast’ 
fall steam up. Contact the museum at MUSEUM.SIM-
COE.CA for dates and times. 

In addition to showcasing the evolution of construction 
technology over the decades, the museum also offered 
a beautiful look at the history of another aspect of our 
local heritage, tourism. The cottage pictured here is 
from Innisfil which was once considered ‘cottage coun-
try’ before highway 400 took tourists further north. This 
well preserved CEDAR VIEW COTTAGE [pictured 
above] was built in the 1920’s and was donated to the 
museum in 2005. It is a remarkable window into Innis-
fil’s time as a cottage destination. Visitors to the mu-
seum will also enjoy a visit to a century old church, a 
one room school house, an original barn and drive 
shed, and a tool shed. This local gem in our midst is 
accessible to everyone at a very reasonable cost.

By John Beischer

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts' Sept. 23rd open 
Meeting: "Delightful Dahlias, with Gail Cocker master gar-
dener, Elmvale Legion at 7 John Street. Lift available as we 
meet upstairs at 7 pm. Guests always welcome. Lug your 
mug and bring a friend.

    Sept. 23rd: Program announcement for E.D.G.E.
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Every Year the 
Cookstown Agricultural 
Society offers a Bur-
sary for students  con-
tinuing in post second-
ary education. 
Students must be a 
resident in South Sim-
coe County at the time 
of application, enroll in 
a Degree, Diploma or  
Apprenticeship Pro-
gram, and are mem-
bers of the South Sim-
coe 4-H Clubs 
sponsored by the So-
ciety, or have family 
who are current or past 
members of the Cook-
stown Agricultural So-
ciety. 

Applications are 
available from the 
Cookstown Agricultural 
Society Secretary 705-
718-0362 or petrahew-
son999@gmail.com 

                                           

Reaping what we sow
“How women are rebuilding our broken food system”

Executive Director of Ontario Organic Dr. Erica Shelly 
hosted a Zoom meeting last month with the help of a couple 
of guest speakers. As is true of all their presentations, infor-
mation and insights were abundant. Farm View will present 
a few of the key topics of discussion here.

Shelly’s guests, among the online attendees, were author 

Nancy Matsumoto and moderator Paul Decampo. Also as-
sisting the presentation was Sami Mckay, their Partnerships 
and Programs manager.

During her introduction of the meeting, Shelley summed 
up what Ontario Organic is all about:

“It is our job to represent all of the voices in the organic 
value food chain. From the farmers that are putting their 
昀ngers in the soil, all the way to people who are choosing 
organic foods and putting them into their pantry. ...and ba-
sically make the voices heard that sometimes aren’t heard in 
the organic value chain”. 

She also made note that this year is the United Nation’s 
International Year of the Woman Farmer. Ontario Organic 
will be highlighting some of the top women in organic 
farming. Shelley recognized that there are innumerable 
women in organic farming in Canada and around the world.

Paul Decampo was introduced, saying he looked forward 
to introducing the in昀uential Nancy Matsumoto.

Matsumoto is a third generation Japanese-American writ-
er and editor based in Toronto. She writes about agro-ecol-
ogy, food sovereignty, food in Japanese and American 

culture and history. She has a respectful list of successes in 
books, radio and journals.
Nancy Matsumoto

Matsumoto spoke about her latest book; Reaping What 
She Sows, How women are 昀xing our broken food system. 
She says her book is about the entire supply and value chain. 
In extensive writing and research leading up to this book, 
she saw a challenge in convincing people to make a change 
in their purchasing. She addresses the systemic issues at 
play in this regard.

Her narrative tells the story “...of these amazing, passion-
ate women producers who are invested in regenerating soil 
and cleaning up waterways and growing ecosystem diversi-
ty to help ourselves, our  planet, our workers, our animals”. 

The book’s second look at organic, in her words, “Tells 
a more nerdy supply chain story about what these women 
are doing with building new 
value chain from the ground 
up.” She continued, “Every 
link in that chain makes an 
ef昀cient system that’s going 
to compete with [our cur-
rent] food supply chain”.

Through questions from 
Decampo, Matusmoto ex-
plained how being certi昀ed 
organic or leaning towards 
organic at local farmers’ 
markets is not as major an 
issue as certi昀cation/label-
ling is in a larger market. 
Vendors at our small town 
markets can discuss their 
product and methods with consumers. Matsumoto recog-
nizes those producers who may not be fully certi昀ed are 
valuable as they do their part and do what they can to better 
the cause.

Her book offers ways to work into the larger supply chain 
challenges successfully, pulling on the experiences of those 
who have been through it.

The complexities on many aspects of growing organic in the 

marketplace that are cov-
ered in Reaping What She 
Sows far exceed (as does any 
talk/meeting we cover in Farm 
View) what we can present here.

A popular topic in the chat area of this presentation 
prompted Shelley to mention Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC) is closing several research facilities as part 
of a federal spending reduction.

The closures affect research centres in Guelph, Quebec 
City, and Lacombe (Alberta), as well as satellite farms 
across the country.

The targeted AAFC research closures and staf昀ng re-
ductions include the following research centre closures: 
Guelph, Quebec City, Quebec and Lacombe in Alberta.

Satellite farm closures have occurred in Nappan, Nova 
Scotia. Scott and Indian Head in Saskatchewan as well as 
Portage la Prairie in Manitoba. Swift Current was closed 
about a week-and-a-half before this Zoom meeting took 
place, said Shelley.

There is also a workforce impact because of all this. 
Approximately 665 AAFC staff positions are being elim-
inated. The wind-down of scienti昀c operations at these fa-
cilities will follow a deliberate decision process that could 
take up to 12 months. 

According to Shelly, offering Ontario Organic’s view on 
the closures: “We are actively involved... in the 昀ght against 
the closure of these facilities. They are recognizing that they 
did close things too quickly. It did not have the appropriate 
review. There has been a recommendation to have further re-
view into closures”. Reaching out to members of parliament 
and members of provincial parliament has been recommend-
ed to bring attention and perhaps a change to this situation. 
There is concern about losing the research that has been done 
in these facilities and 昀elds on organic farming, thus far.

To 昀nd out more about Ontario Organics mandates and 
activities, check out https://ontarioorganic.ca/who-are-we/ 
online.

The August edition of Farm View will have a report from 
the June 21st meeting in Creemore: Women in Farming, 
Presented by Purple Hills Arts and Heritage Society and 
Valerie Smith of Sotheby’s International Realty.

Meeting synopsis by Don Beaulieu

Nancy MatsumotoNancy Matsumoto
AuthorAuthor

Bursary 
Available
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      FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 

Roslyn Watkins 
The 5 N’s Publishing House 

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON L9X 0W7 
Phone (705) 722-0138 

 e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com 
 

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com 

 
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community 
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural 

home owners informed about local and national news that affects 
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS:  

$45.00 including HST for 12 issues 
 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for 
omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the 
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid 

for the advertisements.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and 
your cities will spring up again as if by magic, 

but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in 
the streets.” 

W.J. Bryan      

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 
points of view from the agricultural community.  

Editorial opinions are freely expressed by 
 individual authors.

 
In memory of  
Jill Beischer 

49th 
Anniversary

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Farm View invites letters to the editor. They 
should be fewer than 300  words and deal with a 
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be 
signed, including your full name, address and 
daytime phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls. 

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon 
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay  
BARRIE KOA (Seasonally) 
BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC. 
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN 
GALLERY, Barrie 
CHARWEN FARMS  
COLLINGWOOD FUELS 
COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE 
DALSTON STORE 
DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC. 
DOUBLE JB FEEDS 
EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil 
ESSA AGRIPLEX 
ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES 
FOODLAND in Elmvale 
HAMILTON BROS. 
HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally) 
HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville 
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION 
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL 
SERVICE, Barrie 
McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston 
NICHOLYN FARMS 
ONTARIO STOCK YARDS  
PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston 
RAILFENCE BOOKS 
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC. 
SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford 
STEER ENTERPRISES 
STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and 
Stayner 
THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 

Farm View is available at the following 
agricultural businesses

Full Page.                             $995./month

2/3 Page.                              $775./month 
1/2 Page                               $525./month

1/3 Page                               $395./month 
1/4 Page                               $310./month

1/6 Page                               $205./month

1/8 Page                               $150./month

1/16 Page                             $100./month

Business Card                        $88./month

Ag. Business Directory          $700./year

Please visit www.farmviewonline.com  
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate 

reductions based on frequency. 
The ad deadline is the 14th of the 

month for the following month’s issue. 

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

The Farm View is delivered to these businesses 
between the 25th and 29th of each month, with 
copies available while supplies last.  

If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed 
directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are 
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at 
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X 0W7, or by email 
at farmview@on.aibn.com.

   G U E S T  E D I T O R I A L  

On the Cover

By Sara Wood, Vice President, Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Access to health care is a concern 
for people across Ontario, regardless 
of where they live. Even in large urban 
centres, many residents struggle to find 
family doctors, wait for hours in emer-
gency rooms or face long delays for 
specialized care and testing. 

But while access challenges exist 
everywhere, hospitals, clinics and spe-
cialists are usually not far away in urban 
areas. In rural Ontario, however, the 
situation is often very different — and 
when services are reduced or unavail-
able, patients may be forced to travel 
hours to access care they need. 

For farm families, the issue is espe-
cially personal. That’s because agricul-
ture is one of the most physically de-
manding and dangerous professions in 
Ontario. Farmers work with large ma-
chinery, livestock, chemicals, heights 
and unpredictable conditions every day, 
and when accidents happen on farms, 
quick access to emergency care can 
make all the difference. 

That is why it is deeply concerning 
to see rural hospitals across Ontario 
continue to face temporary — and in 
some cases permanent — emergency 
room closures because of staffing short-
ages and limited resources. 

My family and I farm near Mitchell 
in southwestern Ontario, and when you 
live in a rural area, a closed ER does 
not just mean inconvenience. It can 
mean driving an extra hour or more in 
an emergency or delayed care during a 
heart attack, serious injury or farm ac-
cident. And for aging rural populations, 
it creates even more uncertainty and 
stress. 

Rural communities also continue to 
struggle with shortages of family doc-
tors and primary care providers. That 
affects everyone, including farm fami-
lies trying to bring the next generation 
home to the farm. Young families con-
sidering building a life in rural Ontario 
want to know there will be access to 
doctors, emergency care and health 
services for their children. 

This is no longer just a health care 
issue; it’s also a rural economic devel-
opment issue. 

At the same time, Ontario is also fac-
ing evolving health challenges linked 
to changing environmental conditions 
and climate trends. 

Ticks and tick-borne illnesses like 
Lyme disease are becoming increas-
ingly common, including in many rural 
and agricultural areas where they were 
once rare. Public Health Ontario maps 
show blacklegged tick habitat has ex-
panded dramatically over the past 
decade. 

For people who work outdoors every 
day, including farmers and farm work-
ers, this is becoming a serious concern. 
This spring especially has already been 
bad for ticks in many parts of the 
province with farmers are noticing them 
more frequently in fields, fence lines, 
bush lots and around livestock areas. 

Lyme disease and other emerging 
tick-borne illnesses create new chal-
lenges not only for patients, but also 
for rural health care providers who need 
access to testing, resources and up-to-
date training to respond quickly and ef-
fectively. 

That is why rural health care systems 
must also be responsive to emerging 
threats and changing realities, which 
includes the resources and diagnostic 
tools necessary to identify and treat 
conditions like Lyme disease early. 

There are also positive examples of 
rural communities and farmers working 
proactively to strengthen rural medi-
cine. 

A program called Discovery Week 
is a mandatory one-week placement in 
rural and regional communities at the 
end of the first year for all undergradu-
ate medical students at the Schulich 
School of Medicine & Dentistry at 
Western University in London. 

This program has been in place since 
1998, and it was in the early 2000s that 
the Bruce County Federation of Agri-
culture began hosting these students on 

tours of local agriculture to learn about 
farming and the types of injuries or 
emergencies that can happen in agri-
cultural settings. 

This marked the second year of ex-
pansion for the farm tour program, 
which is now up to eight tours taking 
place in Bruce, Grey, Essex, Elgin and 
Oxford counties with the support of the 
local federations of agriculture. Stu-
dents were able to climb onto farm 
equipment, see robotic milking equip-
ment in action, try on farm safety gear 
and meet farmers and farm employees, 
including seasonal international work-
ers. 

That kind of collaboration matters. 
What also matters is including farm-

ers and rural residents in conversations 
about rural health care planning like 
hospital services, hours of operation, 
staffing needs and where new health 
care facilities should be located. Rural 
Ontario has unique realities that need 
to be understood by decision-makers. 

Ontario’s health care system is under 
pressure everywhere, and health care 
workers continue to do incredibly valu-
able work under difficult circumstances. 
They deserve our thanks and support. 

But rural Ontario cannot continue to 
fall behind. Strong rural health care sys-
tems are essential not only for the health 
and safety of farm families, but also 
for the long-term sustainability of our 
communities, our rural economy and 
Ontario agriculture itself.

Rural healthcare matters to every farm family

Cover photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Carly Croft, the 2026 Millbrook Fair 
Ambassador, a lifelong farm enthusi-
ast, says her favourite part of the fair 
is seeing local agricultural families 
and residents come together to con-
nect and celebrate the community. 
For more from the Millbrook Fair turn 
to page 12.
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HARVEST
H E A D Q U A R T E R S

MAKE PREMIER YOUR

premierequipment.ca

Alliston
(705) 453-7551
4896 Dean Drive

Stouffville
(905) 640-2692

14183 Highway #48

Nobleton
(905) 859-0581

6770 King Road West
Available at select locations.

24FOR MONTHSMONTHS0.9%0.9%0.9% 24FOR MONTHS* 60FOR MONTHS2.5%2.5% 60FOR MONTHS *

84FOR MONTHSMONTHS2.9%2.9%2.9% 84FOR MONTHS *

OROROR OPTIONS
OTHER

FINANCE + LEASE

ASK ABOUT HIGH-EQUITY, 
SPLIT-RATE AND LEASE 

OPTIONS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS ++++++ CREDIT
PARTS + SERVICE

up to $5000
ON SELECT COMBINES & SPFH’S

WARRANTY
S700 / X9 COMBINES
& 8000 SERIES SPFH’S

SOME CONDITIONS APPLY - CONTACT US FOR DETAILS +++
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY AVAILABLEW PREMIER SERVICE INSPECTION UP TO $5,000 PARTS & SERVICE CREDIT$

PREMIER
INSPECTION

& REPAIRS
ON SELECT UNITS

JD X9 1100  2022 ... $899,995
ULT CAB, PRODRIVE, PWRD, 36” TRACKS, 
31’ AUGUER, 1456 ENG/ 1013 SEP HRS

STK#147197STK#147197W

JD S770  2024 ... $704,995
PREM CAB, ACT YIELD, PRWD, PRO DRIVE, 
26’ AUGER, 421 ENG/ 270 SEP HRS

STK#149068STK#149068W

JD S780  2023 ... $693,995
PREM CAB, ULT TECH, PRO DRIVE, PRWD, 
28.5’ AUGUER, 1020 ENG/ 657 SEP HRS

STK#147011STK#147011W

JD S780  2022 ... $693,995
PRWD, YIELD MONITOR, ACT YIELD, 1233 
ENG/ 890 SEP HRS

STK#230768STK#230768W

JD S770  2023 ... $662,995
PREM CAB, ACT YIELD, PRODRIVE, PRWD, 
26’ AUGER, 783 ENG/ 480 SEP HRS

STK#142839STK#142839WJD S770  2021 ... $599,995
PREM CAB, LED LIGHTS, LEATHER, PRWD, 
26’ AUGER, 787 ENG/ 564 SEP HRS

STK#193856STK#193856W

JD S780  2020 ... $499,995
PREM CAB, LEATHER, PRO DRIVE, 26’ AU-
GER, 1541 ENG/ 622 SEP HRS

STK#138807STK#138807W

JD S770  2018 ... $399,995
PREM CAB, LEATHER, LED LIGHTS, PRWD, 
22.5’ AUGER, 1901 ENG/ 1271 SEP HRS

STK#148406STK#148406W

JD S790  2018 ... $365,995
PREM CAB, LED LIGHTS, PRWD, 28.5 
AUGER, 2995 ENG/ 1716 SEP HRS

STK#141871STK#141871W

JD S660  2013 ... $212,995
PREM CAB, HID LIGHTS, 3 SPED, PRWD, 
7.9M AUGER, 2646 ENG/ 1609 SEP HRS

STK#147910STK#147910

JD S660  2012 ... $186,995
PREM CAB, 3 SPD, PRWD, CUSTOM CUT, 
22.5’ AUGER, 3243 ENG/ 2163 SEP HRS

STK#230213STK#230213

JD S680  2017 ... $253,995
PREM CAB/RADIO, LEDS, PRODRIVE, 26’ 
AUG, EXT WEAR, 2937 ENG/ 1892 SEP HRS

STK#181898STK#181898

JD S670  2012 ... $149,995
PREM CAB, HID LIGHTS, PRODRIVE, PRWD, 
22.5’ AUGER, 4083 ENG/ 2668 SEP HRS

STK#193300STK#193300

JD 9570 STS  2010 ... $144,995
PREM CAB, PRWD, 21.5’ AUGER, 3205 
ENG/ 2235 SEP HRS

STK#230280STK#230280

JD S550  2012 ... $137,995
PRWD, PREM CAB, HID LIGHTS, PRWD, 
21.5’ AUGER, 4174 ENG/ 2133 SEP HRS

STK#234021STK#234021

JD 9670 STS  2008 ... $115,995
CONTOUR MASTER FEEDERHOUSE, PRE-
MIUM CAB, 3253 ENG/ 2105 SEP HRS

STK#230279STK#230279

JD 9770 STS  2010 ... $99,995
PREM CAB, BIG TOP, PRWD, EXT WEAR, 
22.5’ AUGER, 4293 ENG/ 3287 SEP HRS

STK#233960STK#233960

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR FULL LINE-UP 
+ LOCATION INFO HERE

*On select pre-owned equipment. Financing rates and offers end July 31st, 2026
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Tel : 819 395-4282    Fax : 819 395-2030    info@valmetal.com
www.partneragservices.com 

1 877 349-3276

THE WIDEST 
RANGE OF TMR 
MIXERS IN 
NORTH AMERICA

FROM 250 PI³  
TO 1130 PI³

7085 Hwy 26 Stayner, ON L0M1S0

DEKALB | Purina | Lawn Care | Pet Food | Bird Seed | Farm Supplies

Store: 705-428-2195
Email: info.clearviewag@gmail.com

www.clearviewaginc.ca

Healthy Waters Projects Keep More Than 2,000 Tonnes of Soil on the Land Each Year
For more than three decades, the Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority’s (NVCA) Healthy Waters Program 
has partnered with farmers and landowners to protect valu-
able topsoil, improve water quality, and strengthen the health 
of local waterways. Through restoration and stewardship 
projects completed across the watershed, an estimated 2,090 
tonnes of soil are kept on the land each year, rather than 
being washed into rivers and streams. This is equivalent to 
2,485 kg of phosphorus or 15 fully grown blue whales. 

“Topsoil is one of a farmer’s most valuable assets,” said 
Don Little, Manager, Stewardship & Restoration Services 
at NVCA. “A recent capacity study found that approximately 
37,000 tonnes of topsoil erode into the rivers and streams 
across the Nottawasaga Watershed each year. Along with 
that soil goes nutrients and investments that were intended 
to support crop production. Excess nutrients like phosphorus 
entering waterways can contribute to algal blooms, affecting 
drinking water quality and reduce oxygen levels for fish and 
other aquatic life.” 

NVCA works with farmers and landowners to implement 
practical solutions that keep soil and nutrients where they 
belong. Nutrient management planning, improving manure 
storage, and installing systems that divert clean water around 
farmyards, can reduce nutrient losses while supporting pro-
ductive agricultural operations. 

Livestock fencing protects sensitive areas from trampling, 
reduce bank erosion and prevent bacteria such as E.Coli 
from entering the watercourse. These efforts not only benefit 
the stream but also support healthy herds. 

Native trees, shrubs and grasses can be used to create 
vegetated stream buffers. These buffers absorb nutrients re-
ducing concentrations before they reach the water, while 
stabilizing banks to reduce erosion and soil loss. Natural 
materials such as tree root wads, rocks, and recycled Christ-
mas trees help stabilize streambanks and reduces soil loss. 

“Agriculture is an important part of the Nottawasaga Wa-

tershed’s identity, 
with generations of 
farm families stew-
arding the land 
since the 1800s,” 
said Kevin Eisses, 
Chair of NVCA’s 
Agricultural Advi-
sory Committee. 
“Healthy, produc-
tive soils are essen-
tial to successful 
farming operations. 
Through the 
Healthy Waters 
Program, NVCA 
has helped hun-
dreds of farmers 
strengthen their op-
erations while pro-
tecting the rivers, 
streams, and natural 
resources that support our communities.” 

Cost-share funding is available to help landowners un-
dertake stewardship projects that conserve topsoil and reduce 
sediment and phosphorus entering local waterways. Eligible 
projects include livestock fencing, streamside and wetland 
planting, and streambank stabilization. Funding levels vary 
by project type, and technical assistance is available through 
NVCA. 

Farmers in Dufferin County may be eligible for additional 
cost-sharing funding through partner programs to support 
projects such as cover crops, well upgrades, and farm ma-
chinery stream crossings. 

Visit nvca.on.ca or call 705-424-1479 or email steward-
ship@nvca.on.ca to learn more. 
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If you need help 
accessing Provincial 

Government Services, 
my team and I can help.

Offices in Stayner 705-428-2134 
and Alliston 705-435-4087

BRIAN  
SAUNDERSON

MPP - Simcoe-Grey

briansaundersonmpp.ca

Come see us  
for all your  

produce needs!

3216 George Johnston Road 
Springwater, ON 

Conveniently located 3 km N of Hwy 90 

Field ripened produce  
from May to October

www.harrisfarms.ca 
B: (705) 734-9448 
C: (705) 725-2023 

Agricultural Anecdotes 
from 

  Farmer Tim

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his stories through social media for many years. 
Tim is quoted saying “All farmers need to get their stories out there and have fun while they do it!”

It’s funny the people you meet 
when selling things on Marketplace.  

Over the years, I’ve had folks from 
every walk of life pull into the yard to 
buy something like vintage glass, an 
old shovel, spare parts,… you name 
it. Almost every time, the conversation 
eventually turns to farming. 

Recently, a woman came by who 
lived in the city. She told me she had 
been vegan for years but had recently 
started eating meat again. What struck 
me wasn’t that change (I respect all 
food choices), it was how she said she 
had made most of her food decisions 
based on things she saw from YouTube 
influencers. She openly admitted she 
didn’t trust “science” very much, but 
she trusted the videos she watched on-
line. I bit my tongue and listened - for 
a while at least.  

Then she realized she was standing 
in a farmyard talking to an actual 
farmer. 

You could see the lightbulb mo-
ment. 

She got excited and started asking 
questions, lots of them, while we both 
stood in the garage freezing. How do 
you care for cows? What do they eat? 
Do farmers really use antibiotics all 

the time? What about hormones? What 
happens when animals get sick? What 
about pesticides? 

Before long, she was apologizing 
because she said she was “talking my 
ear off.” 

I told her not to apologize because 
I loved it.  

Here is the thing: farmers are some 
of the most transparent people you will 
ever meet. We feed our own families 
with the exact same food we sell. Our 
neighbours eat it. Our communities 
eat it. If we didn’t believe in what we 
were doing, we wouldn’t be doing it. 
Heck, I could make more money and 
have an easier life doing other things.  

If people want honest information 
about food and farming, there are 
some great places to start. 

Organizations like Farm & Food 
Care Ontario do a fantastic job con-
necting consumers with farmers and 
real information about how food is 
produced. Universities and scientists 
publish peer-reviewed research that 
goes through rigorous review before 
it ever sees the light of day. Veterinar-
ians, agronomists, and nutritionists 
spend their entire careers studying how 
to produce safe, healthy food while 

caring for animals and the environ-
ment. 

And of course, you can always ask 
a farmer. 

We’re real people. Not influencers. 
Not anonymous internet accounts. Just 
folks who wake up every morning to 
care for animals, grow crops, and try 
to do things a little better every year. 

Where shouldn’t you get most of 
your information? 

Probably from someone whose pri-
mary qualification is having a base-
ment studio and a strong opinion. 

Social media can be entertaining, 
and it can even start conversations, but 
algorithms reward outrage and sim-
plicity, not accuracy or depth.  

Food production is complicated, 
and farming is complicated. There are 
challenges, trade-offs and constant 
learning involved. 

That’s why the best information 
usually comes from people who dedi-
cate their lives to studying it and living 
it. 

So, if you ever find yourself with 
questions about food or farming, come 
talk to a farmer. 

Fair warning, though. 
We might talk your ear off too.    

JOIN US!
SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT

Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario

Keeping Faith in Farming

christianfarmers.org

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT 
(Formerly Simcoe County District) 

The next application intake 
opens on July 8, 2026, 9am 
ET and will close on July 29, 
2026, 3pm ET. Eligible farm 
operations can apply for cost-
share funding under the 
following project categories: 
· Basic Energy Use 
Assessment (Level 1) 
· Detailed Energy Audit (Level 
2) 
· Energy Efficiency 
Improvements 
·  Larger-Scale Energy 
Efficiency Improvements 
· Equipment Modifications to 
Reduce Soil Compaction 
· Equipment Modifications to 
Improve Manure Application 
· Nutrient Application 
Equipment Modifications 
· Nutrient Management and 

Soil Health Planning 
· Erosion Control Structures 
·  Adding Organic 
Amendments 
· Equipment and Technology to 
Enhance Manure Storage 
Carefully read the Agricultural 
Stewardship Initiative Program 
Guide as only eligible and 
complete applications will be 
considered. The Program 
Guide provides information on 
eligible activities and costs, 
available cost-share, required 
application documentation, 
and provides a link to the 
OSCIA Portal.  
The program guide for this 
project, and other opportunities 
can be found at 
https://programguides.ontarios
oilcrop.org

Are you looking for information on 
the Agricultural Stewardship 
Initiative 2026 Application Intake?
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Services we provide but  
are not limited to: 

 · Farm Laneway 
· Barn Yard 
· Overlay 
· Grindings 
· Grading 
· Excavation 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Primo Service, Primo Quality, Primo People!

· RESIDENTIAL   · INDUSTRIAL 
· COMMERCIAL  · RECREATIONAL

Barrie: 705.408.0247 
t: 416.748.7484  
c: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
email: info@primopavingltd.com 
www.primopaving.ca 

60th60th
Anniv

ersar
y

nniversary red circle.qxp_

 YOUR SOLUTION PAVER
Special Offer 

We pay the TAX!
Special Offer 

Book NowBook Now
with C.O.D. purchase only 

Limited time offer. Valid only with this coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ADMISSION 
AMUSEMENT 
ANNUAL 
BAND 
BOOTH 
CARNIVAL 
CORN DOG 
COTTON CANDY 

ENJOYMENT 
ENTERTAINMENT 
FAIR 
FAMILY 
FERRIS WHEEL 
FIELD 
FIREWORKS 
FUNNEL CAKE 

GAMES 
LEMONADE 
LIVESTOCK 
LOCAL 
MUSIC 
PARKING 
RAFFLE 
VISITORS
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ADVERTORIAL

Tracy Green, Broker at Ontario-Wide Financial says, “close to 60% of Canadians mort-
gages are going to be coming up for renewal in 2025-2026. This will make it one of the 
most significant mortgage renewal periods in decades. And this is stressing out a lot of 
homeowners!”  

That works out to approximately 1.15 million Canadian mortgages across the country, 
with many borrowers facing significantly higher payments after locking in low rates during 
the pandemic. While specific numbers vary by source, projections from the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) point to this large volume of renewals in 2026, impacting 
a massive number of households. 

 “Well, we have the first year “2025” under our belt and we’ve worked really hard to 
help our clients have as much of a soft landing as possible. We’ve been busy consolidating 
debt and negotiating the best rates possible for renewals, refinances and reverse mortgages,” 
says Tracy Green 35-year veteran in the mortgage industry, and Owner of Ontario-Wide Fi-
nancial. “One advantage in 2026 is that rates have gone down from last year although there 
is no guarantee for how long. AND YES, WE NEGOTIATE RATES FOR OUR CLIENTS! 

I’m not going to sugarcoat it; things are very unpredictable, with tariffs and droughts af-
fecting livestock, making food prices soar, and the uneasiness of the economy resulting in 
falling property values. So, for clients with upcoming mortgage renewals carrying significant 
debt, whether it be loans, credit cards, property or income taxes, CERB repayment etc., it’s 
important to reevaluate the whole picture now to see if there is a better and more affordable 
way to restructure. 

Homeowners thinking about doing upgrades to their homes or securing a credit line for 
future expenses or just to have as a cushion, now is the time! 

Don’t think you’ll qualify or have already been turned down? Here at Ontario-Wide I 
hear this constantly and while I can’t help in every situation many of my clients have been 
surprised and happy with the outcome once they did call. I work personally with every 
single client. It is my job to do my best to help my clients achieve their goals.”  

Have questions? Call! Because each client’s situation is unique let’s have a one-on-one 
discussion to see what options are available to you with no pressure or obligation to move 
forward.  

At Ontario-Wide Tracy works to find solutions for all realms of clients. 
“I AM AN EXPERT IN ALL MORTGAGE PRODUCTS INCLUDING BANK MORT-

GAGES, “B” MORTGAGES, CREDIT LINES, PRIVATE MORTGAGES AND REVERSE 
MORTGAGES. 

I work with clients that have great credit, good, tarnished or bad credit with no judgement. 
Employed, self employed, retired and clients on assistance. 

We have programs that accommodate many situations. Including bankruptcy, proposals, 
tax and mortgage arrears and pensioners with limited to no income.” 

Why is it ESPECIALLY important  to consolidate debt and mortgages maturing in 2026 
for some homeowners? 

Consolidating mortgages and loans during renewal in 2026 is important because it lets 
you combine high-interest debts (like credit cards) with your mortgage, often securing a 
lower interest rate, simplifying payments into one bill, improving monthly cash flow, and 
potentially paying off debt faster by lowering overall costs, and because you’re up for 
renewal you won’t have penalties to do so! 

Key Benefits 
2026 rates are lower than last year and over all still reasonable so a good time if you’re 

not planning to sell anytime soon to lock in a longer term at a reasonable rate if your 
looking for security and peace of mind. 

Alternatively variable mortgages are reasonably less and if you’re thinking shorter term 
or want to take advantage of lower rates to lock in later, now is also a good time as long as 
you keep a close eye on the movement of current rates. 

Lower Interest Rates: Mortgage rates are usually much lower than credit card or 
personal loan rates, saving you significant money over time. 

Simplified Finances: Instead of juggling multiple bills with different due dates, you'll 
have just one payment, making budgeting easier. 

Improved Cash Flow: Lower overall interest and potentially extended terms can sig-
nificantly reduce your total monthly payment, freeing up cash. 

A good time to prepare for income taxes owed. 
Pay off the debt owed from Covid “CERB” (Canada Emergency Response benefit) bal-

ances to avoid penalties. 
Faster Debt Payoff (Potentially): While you can extend the term, a lower rate can help 

you pay down principal more effectively, reducing total interest paid.  
Review Your Whole Financial Picture: Don't just accept your bank's offer; look at all 

debts, not just the mortgage. 
Consult a Professional: Consider talking to Tracy to see if consolidation is right for 

your specific situation. Tracy at Ontario-Wide Financial will go over your finances together 
with you to determine what the next step is in the right approach to help reduce financial 
strain and interest. 

 
Tracy Green 416-925-3974/705-259-3974/1-888-307-7799 
Mortgage Broker/Owner Level 2 FSRA Licence #12456 

www.ontario-widefinancial.com

2026 IS GOING TO BE A ROUGH YEAR FOR  
MORTGAGES BUT ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL  

CAN HELP LIGHTEN THE LOAD

Chicken buying 2026 sure gave me an ed-
ucation. 

The first plan was to just go to a quiet 
little auction and bring home some young 
laying hens. The quiet little auction has seen 
such massive success that I became con-
cerned. Neither Sweetie nor I have any auc-
tion attending experience, I was visioning 
bidding on and having to purchase, acciden-
tally, fifteen dozen hatching goose eggs or 
sixteen roosters. Sweetie then said a firm NO 
WAY was he going to an auction alone so 
that means I would have to sacrifice a Fair 
day with my rabbits for chickens- not hap-
pening. The auction plan was out. 

The next way to buy chickens around here 
is with a guy known as Karl who is basically 
a “chicken broker”.  Karl get calls from peo-
ple that need to offload chickens and he 
comes- fast.  Auctions only happen on week-
ends and life happens every day, so Karl is a 
busy guy. Sweetie called Karl and said he 
wanted a small flock of laying red hens a 
few days after that killer mink was finally 
officially off the job of killing. It took weeks 
before Karl called saying he had found some 
older hens and reported he would have them 
in three days. Three days passed, and no call 
back. Sweetie was sad. 

I decided to “fix” the chicken-less problem 
and went to Facebook marketplace. “Laying 
hens” got me an immediate response. I asked 
“chicken” facts and got what I wanted to 
hear, six months, red, laying, delivery in-
cluded and “half price” because I wanted so 
many. I admit that “so many” didn’t sound 
normal as 30 is a tiny number when it comes 
to chickens. But this was a “backyard poul-
try” operation so maybe 30 was a lot when 
one is hatching eggs in an incubator in the 
living room. There were pictures, though the 
chickens’ red feathers were an odd shade of 
red. Sweetie was all excited when I gave our 
address and the fact I would be home the 

next day for chicken receiving.    
“I need an e-transfer of the full 

amount for travelling expenses” 
was the next message I got. I an-
swered with “I will pay you cash 
when you arrive with the chick-
ens”..   “Okay, you can etransfer 
half of the amount now”.   “I will 
pay cash when we see you arrive 

with chickens” was my reply.”  “I don’t take 
cash. Etransfer only” was the reply. Now the 
red flag was starting to wave.  I have yet to 
meet anyone that won’t take cash. And it 
was then bright and clear-  this was a chicken 
scammer.     

I now understood how Karl the chicken 
broker could have been sidelined as chicken 
scammers are real. A local police report ad-
vised someone e-transferred $75 for three 
fancy chickens and went to pick them up at 
an address. The address owner had zero 
chickens and no idea about any of this.    
Now we see why the auctions are so busy in 
2026, this is the safe way to buy poultry 
these days unless you know a chicken bro-
ker. 

We went to pick up this new-to-us laying 
flock of 30 hens from Karl. There were pi-
geons flying around, groups of hens with a 
rooster outside, a flock of geese wandering 
around- and small buildings with outside en-
closures with ducks and chickens in them.   
There was a strutting peacock that had just 
arrived here that had new friends, some very 
quiet adult lady turkeys. This was on a Sun-
day afternoon and moving chickens through 
the day is usually close to impossible. With 
a net, Karl got those chickens caught calmly 
as fast as Sweetie could load them in crates.  
He apologized for the peacock that flew up 
on our truck and the turkeys he had to push 
out of the way to get past. If there ever was 
a “feather whisperer” title, this guy should 
get it.     

 Sweetie has gone from 0 to about 120 
here this spring. He has future laying hens 
now here under the heat lamp, a set of meat 
chickens, a group of turkeys for Thanksgiv-
ing and his new laying senior hen flock in 
his band of poultry. 

The rooster comes next week- and life 
will be noisy in the mornings-  and normal 
again. 

After The Chores:  
Chicken Business
By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Order your Chicks NOW ~  We are your local dealer for 
Chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2026

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed 

Humanely Raised (by us):  
Beef • Chicken • Pork • Turkey  

We also carry:  
Livestock Feeds • Pet Food • Miller’s Dairy 

Maple Syrup • Honey & much more!

www.BradburyFarm.com 

Visit our Farm Shop!  
4043 2nd Line • Cookstown • 705-816-2917  

www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com 
            Follow us on FB  Bradbury - Small Family Farm 
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Healthy Waters Program 
Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the  
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water  
quality and stream health by providing funding and free, 
on-site technical advice.  
Grants covering 30 – 100% of projects costs up to  
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.  
• tree planting 
• livestock restriction fencing 
• manure storage improvements 
• on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws 
• clean water diversion for barnyards 
• abandoned well decommissioning 
• tile drain control boxes 
• and more! 
Call us today about your project! 
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at 
705-424-1479 x239 • www.nvca.on.ca

info@legacyfuneral.ca         www.legacyfuneral.ca  

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

Tel: (705) 728-8282  

offering...  
Simple Cremations.  
Traditional Funerals.  
Celebrations of life.  
Graveside Services. 

Pre-Arranged or At-need.
Matt and Cindy Drury/Owners
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CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  
offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including: 

Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning  
and assisting with Government Grant Applications 

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6 
Tel: (705) 728-7461             www.powelljones.ca
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Waz up with wasabi?
Japan’s famous green condiment may be one of the world’s fussiest crops

Most people recognize wasabi as the bright green paste 
often served alongside sushi. It is famous for its sharp, 
sinus-clearing heat and for making unsuspecting diners 
question their life choices after taking too large a bite.

But, there is a surprising secret behind wasabi; many 
people have never tasted the real thing.

Outside Japan, much of the “wasabi” served in restau-
rants is a mixture of horseradish, mustard and green co-
louring. It mimics the 昀avour and appearance of genuine 
wasabi well enough for most purposes, but true wasabi 
comes from an entirely different plant. It is one of the most 
demanding crops grown anywhere in the world.

Wasabi and its peskiness
The wasabi plant is native to cool mountain valleys in 

Japan. In the wild, it grows along streams where cold, clear 
water 昀ows continuously over gravel beds. Those condi-
tions are not easy to reproduce, even in modern agriculture. 
Most crops have a list of preferred growing conditions. 
Wasabi has a list of demands.

It likes cool temperatures, generally between about 8 and 
20 degrees Celsius. It dislikes extreme heat and severe cold. 
It prefers shade rather than full sun. It wants plenty of mois-
ture, but not soggy soil. The water must be clean and rich in 
oxygen. Sudden changes in growing conditions can stress 
the plants, and of course, disease can become a serious 
problem. As a result, wasabi farming resembles a careful 
balancing act rather than traditional 昀eld agriculture.

Some growers cultivate wasabi in specially designed 
gravel beds supplied by 昀owing spring water. Others use 
highly controlled greenhouse environments where tem-
perature, humidity and irrigation can be monitored closely. 
Even then, success is far from guaranteed.

Investment in time
The challenge is made greater by the plant’s slow growth. 

Farmers may wait two or even three years before a wasabi 
rhizome reaches marketable size.

That rhizome—the thickened stem growing just above
the roots—is the part most often grated and served as a
condiment. Waiting years for a harvest means growers have
a great deal invested in a crop before any income is real-
ized. A disease outbreak, equipment failure or prolonged 
heat wave can threaten years of work.

For that reason, genuine wasabi is often expensive. The 
price re昀ects not only the crop’s rarity but also the patience 
and care required to produce it. Yet the surprises do not end
at harvest.

Unlike many food products, wasabi’s best 昀avour ap-
pears only after it is prepared. When the rhizome is grated, 
chemical reactions occur inside the damaged plant cells. 
These reactions create the compounds responsible for
wasabi’s distinctive heat and aroma.

The result is a 昀avour that is noticeably different from
horseradish. People who have sampled genuine wasabi of-
ten describe it as fresher, more complex and less harsh. Its
heat rises quickly through the nose but tends to fade more
rapidly than the burn of hot peppers. Unfortunately, those
昀avour compounds do not last forever.

Wait: For an immediate use
The 昀avour compounds begin to break down almost as

soon as the wasabi is grated. Many chefs consider freshly
grated wasabi to be at its peak for only a short period of 
time. This is one reason high-end sushi restaurants some-
times grate wasabi to order rather than preparing it hours 
in advance.

Traditional preparation methods can be surprisingly 
specialized. In Japan, wasabi is often grated on a board
covered with sharkskin, whose rough texture produces an
exceptionally 昀ne paste.

Even the rest of the plant need not go to waste. The 
leaves, stems and 昀owers are edible and are used in a va-
riety of dishes. Depending on the market, growers may be
able to sell more than just the prized rhizome.

For farmers, wasabi represents an interesting example
of a high-value specialty crop. It will never replace major
昀eld crops, but it demonstrates how agricultural success 
can sometimes come from producing small quantities of
something unique rather than large quantities of something 
common.

The next time you see a small green dollop beside a sushi
roll, consider the journey it may have taken. If it is genuine
wasabi, it may have spent years growing in carefully con-
trolled conditions, nurtured by a farmer striving to satisfy 
one of agriculture’s most demanding plants.

Three years of growing. Fifteen minutes of peak 昀avour. 
Few crops can claim quite that ratio.

Fun Farm Science column writer Don Beaulieu tells us why wasabi farming is an agricultural pursuit that 
can make a farmer nostalgic for the simplicity of raising orchids... underwater or even in the dark.

Wasabi, freshly picked.
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More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

We have:
Ag Tires

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.
24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Call Dave, Blake  
or Paul for all your  
ag tire needs!
905-939-8964 
northwaytire@outlook.com

Total Livestock Marketing 
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact: 

Ab Carroll 705-344-6654 
Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918 

OSI Office 705-458-4000 
 

  Box 1051 Cookstown, ON L0L1L0 
  www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.
Cookstown, Ontario

murrayscott65@outlook.com
705-721-8472

 • Agricultural • Equestrian • Commercial • Industrial

Ontario’s agri-food sector continues 
to be a driving force behind our econ-
omy, and I am proud to represent a re-
gion where agriculture plays such an im-
portant role in the success of our 
communities. 

Farmers, producers, processors, and 
agribusinesses across Simcoe North 
work tirelessly to provide high-quality 
food, create local jobs, and contribute to 
the economic strength of Ontario. Their 
dedication, innovation, and resilience 
continue to make our region a leader in 
the agri-food industry. 

I was pleased to recently announce 
that Ontario is investing $5.4 million in 
28 new agri-food research and innova-

tion projects through the Ontario Agri-
Food Innovation Alliance. These projects 
will help develop practical solutions to 
support farmers, improve productivity, 
strengthen food security, and enhance 
the competitiveness of Ontario agricul-
ture. Research initiatives include ad-
vancements in crop protection, livestock 
management, and emerging technologies 
that will help producers adapt to future 
challenges and opportunities. 

Ontario has also announced invest-
ments in agricultural research infrastruc-
ture, including new facilities and up-
grades that will support innovation and 
provide valuable resources for producers 
across the province. These investments 

are helping ensure Ontario remains a 
global leader in agricultural excellence. 

As we look ahead, supporting local 
agriculture remains a priority. Strong 
partnerships between government, in-
dustry, researchers, and producers are 
essential to building a resilient and sus-
tainable agri-food sector that can con-
tinue to grow and thrive. 

I want to thank the agricultural com-
munity of Simcoe North for everything 
you do. Your hard work supports fami-
lies, strengthens local economies, and 
helps feed communities across Ontario 
and beyond. 

Best wishes for a successful summer 
season!

A Strong Future for Agriculture in Simcoe North
Message from MPP Dunlop

Providing Provincial Support  
in Simcoe North
• Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
• Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates
• Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)
• GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons  
 and seniors)
• Health Care
• Health Cards/OHIP Issues
• Natural Resources & the Environment
• Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
• Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
• Provincial Government Programs
• Seniors Issues
• Small Business Issues
• Transportation
• Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)
• Workplace Safety & 
 Insurance Board (WSIB)

Ontario Welcomes $100 Million 
Investment in the Agri-food Sector
With this investment, Sunrise Farms will develop 
one of the most technologically advanced poultry 
processing facilities in Canada, significantly 
enhancing the company’s processing capacity, 
while increasing procurement from Ontario farms 
and supporting economic growth across rural 
communities.

JILL  
DUNLOP 
MPP – Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 • Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org  
JillDunlopMPP.ca

The Elmvale Farmers’ Market kicked off its season on June 11, wel-
coming both new and returning vendors who offered shoppers a wide 
variety of unique, locally sourced, and affordable products. 

The event featured more than just shopping. The local library hosted 
a book sale staffed by volunteers, while the Fire Department delighted 
children by introducing them to fire safety and sending many home 
proudly wearing Junior Firefighter hats. 

The Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts (E.D.G.E.) joined the opening 
festivities with a selection of perennials, annuals, and shrubs, along with 
free gardening advice for visitors. Young attendees were invited to unleash 
their creativity in a chalk gar-
den by drawing their favourite 
flowers and to plant a 
marigold seedling in an ice 
cream cone to take home. The 
hands-on activity proved to be 
a crowd favourite, with many 
budding gardeners leaving 
with smiles on their faces. 

Adding to the festive atmosphere, several musicians entertained marketgoers 
throughout the afternoon, including one performer who wowed the crowd by 
playing the accordion while walking on stilts. 

The Elmvale Farmers’ Market is held every Thursday from 3 to 7 p.m. in the 
Community Centre parking lot, offering residents and visitors an enjoyable op-
portunity to shop local, support community vendors, and spend an afternoon 
with family and friends.

Young Gardeners Dig In at Elmvale 
Farmers’ Market Opening By Roslyn Watkins
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Chris Haas of Haas Acres, a family farm operation near 
Peterborough, took part in the Antique Tractor Pull on 
Saturday afternoon at the 175th Millbrook Fair, com-
peting with the family's Farmall tractor. 

Eight-year-old Mila Noel of 
Norwood tries her hand at 
milking “Maple,” a model cow 
featured in the popular inter-
active display presented by 
Durham Farm Connections 
at the Millbrook Fair. The or-
ganization promotes stronger 
connections between local 
farms and the community, 
helping foster a shared com-

mitment to the wellbeing of farmers and agricultural land.  

Katie Elmhirst of Indian River is pictured with her home-
bred heifer, IRCC Prom Queen, winner of the 2026 
Jackpot Class banner at the 175th Millbrook Fair Open 
Beef Show. Holding the banner is Wyatt Burgomaster 
of Peterborough. 

The 175th Millbrook Fair celebrated its long agricultural 
tradition while bringing together residents from across the 
region for a weekend of family fun and community spirit. 

Carly Croft of Millbrook is serving as the 2026 Millbrook 
Fair Ambassador. She credits the Fair’s remarkable 175-year 
history to the dedication of volunteers and the support of the 
entire community. “A lot of volunteers and the whole com-
munity come together for this Fair. We need everyone to 
make it happen,” she says. Croft decided to run for the Am-
bassador role to improve her public speaking skills and be-
cause of her lifelong connection to agriculture. “I wanted to 
help myself get better at public speaking, and I grew up 
around horses and farm animals,” she explains. For Croft, 
the best part of the Fair is seeing people come together. 
Pointing to groups of beef cattle exhibitors chatting ringside, 
she notes that events like the Fair provide a rare opportunity 
for people in the agricultural community to connect. “It’s 
not like these people can meet and talk together every day,” 
she says. “I like seeing everyone come together like this on 
Millbrook Fair days.” 

The Millbrook Agricultural Fair traces its roots to local 
fairs held in the 1830s, although the Agricultural Society 
recognizes 1849 as the official date of the first fair based on 
a 1949 centennial grant application. Following a reorgani-
zation of the Agricultural Society in 1942, the event moved 
from a fall schedule to its current June date. For generations, 
the fair has fulfilled its mission of bringing together rural 
and urban communities through education, entertainment, 
agricultural exhibits, competitions, and family-friendly ac-
tivities. Its logo, adopted in 1980 and designed by Karen 
Shaughnessy, reflects that balance with a pig representing 
agriculture and a clown symbolizing fun and entertainment.

This is Shelby Corp at the 175th Millbrook Fair in the 
Open Beef Show. Shelby is helping out by showing this 
Hereford owned by Stonewood Grange of Lakefield. 

Tradition and Togetherness Shine at 175th 
Millbrook Fair Story and photos by Cathy Camill-Hill

· Mobile fire extinguisher service & sales 
· Commercial/Industrial/Farm/Residential 
· NFPA 10 Compliant

Brad Ayres (705) 241-4574 
brad@fire-alert.ca 
FIRE-ALERT.CA

FIRE-ALERT Simcoe County & areaF

V

FARM FEED 
SERVICE

• Organic Feed Available •  
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,  
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed  
& feeders, cat & dog food 
Bulk and custom orders upon request.  
We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags, 
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,  
Herbs for Horses products and more!

959 Marshall Rd. 
Wyebridge,ON  L0K 2E1 
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road 
Phone 705-526-0563  Fax 705-526-4862

Curbside pick up still offered 
 Call today to place your poultry order

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,  
Sunday and Holidays - closed.
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   The Cookstown Beef 4-H group attended the Schomberg Fair on Sunday May 31st. Five members showed their heifers 
ranging from Junior to Senior divisions, and went home with placements and or ribbons. 

The Cookstown Beef 4-H Club opened their meeting at 7 pm at the Gilpin Farm on June third. The group practiced 
judging items such as tires, halters, and buckets. Proper etiquette for speaking when giving reasons was discussed. After all 
reasons were given the group worked on their showmanship and gave each other ideas and advice. Members practiced by 
leading three heifers around.

       4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0    (905) 939-7494    E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca 

 Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!
Wishing our customers a safe wheat harvest. 

Visit our new website for harvest updates  
and cash bids.

Est. 1989

Call today to book 2026 crop prices

www.dunkerronelevators.ca 
Family owned and operated  

for over 35 years!

4-H Members Shine at Schomberg Fair and Community Events
Reports and photos submitted by Simcoe County 4-H

South Simcoe Cookstown 4-H Beef ClubThe South Simcoe 4-H Community 
Involvement Club News Report
By Charlie Leal 

By Trinity Flavell-Thwaites

On May 3, at the Hike for Matthew’s House Hospice, my 
fellow South Simcoe 4-H Community Club members and I 
had a lot of fun helping children with ceramic painting, face 
painting, and arts and crafts. 
Thank you to Sheldon Creek Dairy for hosting, as well as to 
the volunteers, 4-H leaders, and Matthew’s House Hospice 
volunteers who helped make the event a success. 
Last but not least, thank you to everyone  
who came out to support  
Matthew’s House Hospice 
and participate in the hike.
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A local, full service Ag retailer providing 
agronomic solutions to increase productivity 

and profitability on your farm.

ORANGEVILLE 1.800.668.3047 
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138 
STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

www.ho lmesag r o.com

Working to Grow With You!

Tending the Garden Within 
Soul Sisters Celebrations

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters 
Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely   

Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com 

Over the past few weeks, I have 
found myself with dirt under my fin-
gernails more often than usual. Be-
tween hauling soil, carefully choosing 
vegetable locations, digging holes that 
always seem deeper than expected, and 
standing back to admire spaces that 
still look like “works in progress,” I 
have been spending a great deal of 
time preparing, planting and watering 
my garden. As I was kneeling in the 
soil one morning, surrounded by 
seedlings and weeds that somehow ap-
peared overnight, it struck me how 
much tending a garden resembles tend-
ing a life.  

Gardens are curious things. We 
plant with hope. We water with faith. 
We spend hours nurturing something 
that, for quite some time, gives us very 
little visible return. Yet somehow, we 
continue. Because somewhere deep in-
side, we trust that growth is happening 
beneath the surface. 

Human beings are not so different. 
We often move through seasons be-
lieving we should constantly bloom, 

always be productive, always thrive, 
always showing visible success. Yet 
nature reminds us otherwise. Gardens 
rest. They become messy. They expe-
rience storms. Some plants flourish 
while others need replacing. None of 
this means the garden has failed. 

Our spiritual selves require similar 
care. The physical act of gardening 
asks something beautiful of us: pa-
tience. You cannot rush roots. You can-
not force flowers open. You cannot yell 
at tomatoes into growing faster 
(though many of us have tried). The 
same is true for healing, joy, grief, pur-
pose, and personal growth. 

Too often, we neglect our inner gar-
dens while focusing entirely on main-
taining what others can see. 

We forget to ask ourselves: 
What needs watering? 
What needs pruning? 
What have I outgrown? 
What weeds have quietly taken 

over? 
Sometimes tending your spiritual 

garden looks profound; meditation, re-

flection, meaningful conversations, or 
moments of deep connection. Other 
times, it looks wonderfully ordinary: 
sitting in sunshine for ten minutes, 
laughing with a friend, saying no when 
you mean no, or allowing yourself rest 
without guilt. 

Gardens also teach us about sea-
sons. Not every season is meant for 
blooming. Some are meant for plant-
ing. Some for resting. Some for letting 
go. There is great wisdom in accepting 
where you are instead of constantly 
trying to force yourself into a different 
season. As I continue planting my own 
garden, I know some plants will thrive 
and others may not survive the first 
heat wave. That is part of the process. 

Still, I will keep watering. 
Still, I will keep tending. 
Because gardens, both physical and 

spiritual rarely ask for perfection. They 
simply ask us to return, again and 
again, with care. Perhaps that is the 
real work: not building a perfect gar-
den but becoming someone willing to 
keep tending it. 

AUCTIONS? 
We’ve got ‘em! 

See page 19.

16700 Yonge Street Box 2005  
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 6W4 
905-895-2591 | 905-773-6266 

1-800-263-1520 
info@swbins.com

SWB Insurance Brokers 

(Smith, Williams and Bateman Insurance Brokers Ltd.) 
We have been insuring farms and agribusinesses  

for 76 years (So Far!)

Farms · Commercial · Residential · Automobile  
 Professional Liability · Cyber 

Life Insurance · Travel Coverage · Etc.
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 From Vaccinated Herd of 500+ cows 

 Variety of BW op琀ons 

 Performance Data Recorded Through Canadian Angus 

 Yearling and 2yr Old Bulls Available 

 Semen Tested & DNA Tested 

 Selec琀on of Bulls from AI Sires 

O�ce #: 905-898-4463  Gerald’s #: 905-252-6315 Email: galtenlandlivestock@gmail.com 

A tiny farming 
hamlet located 
about 15 km as the 
crow flies from 
T o t t e n h a m , 
Loretto was never 
particularly large. 
Yet, despite its 

modest size, the community gained a reputation that loomed 
large in the annals of South Simcoe lore.  

Irish-Catholic settlers began arriving in the fertile area as 
early as the 1830s, and a post office was opened by P.D. 
Kelly in 1864, but Loretto 
was truly born when Lot 15 
on Concessions 5 and 6 of 
Adjala Township were sur-
veyed for subdivision in 
1866. It was only then that a 
recognizable community be-
gan to take shape.  

By 1872, Loretto had be-
come a thriving village. Lo-
cal businesses included three 
general stores, three black-
smiths, a butcher, currier, tai-
lor, barber, and the practice 
of Dr. McKenna. At any 
time, as many as four inns 
operated in town, each of 
them surviving largely on the 
proceeds from the ever-crowded barrooms.  

There was, of course, a school, SS#4, located just south 
of the corners. At one time, the student body approached 
sixty and required two teachers. The original frame school 
was replaced in 1905 by one made of brick.   

From 1880s, around which time the village was at its 
zenith, Loretto became home to Adjala Township council. 

Kelly apparently selected the name of the community – 
as was his right as a postmaster and supposedly honours 
Our Lady of Loretto, the Virgin Mary. Kelly, a staunch Irish-
Catholic, stamped his legacy on the community.  

Despite developing into a thriving hamlet, Loretto’s rep-
utation was sullied by a series of macabre incidents that – 
justly or otherwise – called into the question of those who 
called the village and its environs home. As many as four 
murders took place in the area in the latter half of the 19th 
century, all of which were unsolved as the village closed 

ranks to protect its 
own.  

Loretto survived 
this black mark, only 
to eventually fall vic-
tim to the changing 
ebb and flow of time.  

By the early 1900s, 
the day of the cross-
road hamlet had come 
and gone. Loretto be-
gan to atrophy as its 
businesses closed or 
left for greener pas-
tures. The Loretto Inn 
was the last to go, 
burning to the ground 
in 1936.  

Soon, the village was but a sad shadow of its former self, 
a ghost-like community that somehow seemed more dead 
than alive. But Loretto has proven remarkably resilient and 
has bounced back from the brink. Today, it’s a small but 
thriving community once more.

Loretto: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a South Simcoe Hamlet

Village 
stories 
 by Andrew Hind

Marshall W. Driver 
Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

Melody Somerville, Funeral Director-Manager
tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca 

email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com 
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By Senora Baldry
for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking, 
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com 
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

519-942-6012
Quilting Corners Guild presented an impressive array of 

quilts for Quilts of Valour Canada on June 2, 2026. Thirty-
two beautiful quilts in a range of designs and colours were 
displayed and given to our regional rep, Elizabeth. Our 
thanks goes to the many creative hands involved in piecing, 
long-arming and binding these important hugs for those who 
have served our country. Thank you also goes to Country 
Concessions Quilt Shop for giving us their classroom for 
gals to meet, sew quilt tops and socialize for this important 
endeavor. I am always filled with pride when I see the cul-
mination of work created by this guild. A few examples of 
the beautiful quilts are pictured here. 

ESSA NATIONAL
DRAFT HORSE SHOW

AUGUST 1-2, 2026

BELGIAN | PERCHERON | CLYDESDALE/SHIRE
Full Slate of Halter and Hitch Classes 

(including NA Classic Six Horse Hitch and Ontario Four Horse Hitch)

ALSO FEATURING:
BARRIE KENNEL & OBEDIENCE CLUB

ANNUAL CONFORMATION SHOW - AUGUST 1, 2, 3, 2026

https://www.essaagriplex.ca/essa-nation
al-draft-horse-show

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467 
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

Barrie Fair 
Aug 27 -30

DETAILS & TICKETS
ESSAAGRIPLEX.CA

Guild Members Stitch Comfort for Veterans 
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True North Mechanical 
 Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 

Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,  
one satisfied customer at a time.

By Janis Hamilton

On June 13th, 2026, the air show was held in Barrie, so 
after supper I took my book out to the bench by my pond, 
started to read and stopped as the Snowbirds flew over my 
house. They just amaze me with their precision and they fly 
so close to the house. They entertained me for over an hour 
with the by-planes, the one jet and the group of Snowbirds. 
I imagine the crowds down at Kempenfelt Bay were equally 
impressed.  

On July 1st, consider Canada Day as the beginning of 
something that can change so many lives. You may be won-
dering, “What does this have to do with quilting?” The an-
swer is: quite a lot. 

Did you know that quilts are made for our soldiers re-
turning from duty who simply need a comforting hug? These 
handmade quilts are given by people who care deeply, of-
fering warmth, gratitude, and support to those living with 
both visible and invisible injuries. You can see a few photos 
from a recent Quilts of Valour presentation on page 16. 

Quilts of Valour Canada Society has been active since 
2006 and became a registered national charity in 2009. It 
began with an Edmonton Quilter, Lezley Zwaai. She knew 
of three Canadian Armed Forces members who were recov-
ering in a local hospital from being in the Afghanistan con-
flict. Zwaai  wanted to say “thank you” and give some com-
fort to them. Since the beginning in 2006 there have been 
thousands of quilts  (over 28,537) made by individuals, 
groups or guilds and even retired armed forces members are 
making quilts.   

One of our members from the Simcoe County Quilt Guild 
recently shared the Quilt of Valour she received “a hug from 
a grateful nation.” She explained how this meaningful gesture 
supported her healing and described the profound impact 
the quilt has had on her life. 

Log on to www.quiltsofvalour.ca to see what they can 
offer for you to get started.  The website will explain in 
detail what they do, who sponsors them, the resources they 
offer and even the regional person to contact.  Locally you 
can contact Elizabeth Seamans in Angus elizabethsea-
mands@quiltsofvalour.ca or call her at 705-424-0759. 

Under the resources section there are hug block patterns 
if you don’t wish to make a full quilt. There are also free 
pattern downloads, longarm patterns for those doing the lon-
garm work and even support for the longarmer. One of the 
patterns was made by our very own local quilt pattern de-
signer, Jen Holden.  Jen has resided in Horseshoe Valley for 
years and now lives off grid but teaches all over North Amer-
ica and speaks at local quilt guilds when she is in the area. 
Jen’s pattern has been used by many and of course the fabric 
is made by Canadian manufacturer, Northcott. Another de-
signer is Paul Léger who lives in Ottawa but was taught to 
quilt by our local Joan Winters years ago. He is a veteran so 
clearly knew what would be important in the design.You 
can read more about him in the “Home” tab and meet the 
designers. There is a “What’s new” section and you can also 
see quilt recipients and if you know of anyone from World 
War II to current military members you can request a quilt. 
The criteria for these quilts is very well thought out as first 
and foremost they are to last so quality is vital. The qualifi-
cations are listed below. 

If you are making a quilt or have a quilt ready to donate 
please ensure that it meets the QOV Specifications. 

The following is from their website: 
• Fabrics should be new, high quality 100% cotton.  Do 

not use repurposed fabrics (eg: old shirts, blue jeans etc.) 
• Choose fabrics with prints that are appropriate for a 

Canadian Armed Force member. 

• Patterns and blocks can be of any design; however, re-
cipients often prefer quilts that have a Canadian theme. 

• Quilts must be large enough to cover an average-sized 
adult, with a minimum size of 55” x 70” and a maximum 
size of 72” X 84”. 

• Quilts must have a top, batting, and backing, and must 
be machine quilted or hand quilted. A tied or tufted quilt is 
not acceptable as a Quilt of Valour. 

• Backing fabric should also be a good quality cotton fab-
ric, and if seamed the selvage edges have been trimmed 
from the seam.   

• Batting should be 100% cotton or an 80/20 cotton/poly 
blend.  Wool, bamboo or 100% polyester batting should be 
avoided. 

• Quilting should be appropriate for the quilt and not 
overly dense, which can reduce the loft of the quilt. 

• Binding strips should be joined with diagonal seams. 
Binding should be double-fold (“French fold”), attached by 
machine, and finished by hand or machine. 

• Please DO NOT wash the completed quilt. We want 
your gift to be crisp and new. 

• When your quilt is ready please contact a QOVC Rep-
resentative near you who will make arrangements to pick it 
up and sew on an official Quilts of Valour label. Provide 
your name and the names of others who helped make the 
quilt so that they may all be added to the label. 

  So, if you find yourself stuck inside on a stormy or rainy 
day and you hear your sewing machine calling to you con-
sider spending quality time together making a quilt that in 
the end will make a huge difference to someone who left 
their family to serve Canada proudly. Small acts of kindness 
can quietly change the world one stitch at a time.

Stitching with Heart for Quilts of Valour

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing    
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled, 
professional and reliable installation and service 

for more than 35 years. 

Our services include 
     • Oil tank installation and removal. 
     • Furnace installation and service. 
     • A/C installation and service. 
    • Hot water heater installation and service. 
     • Propane tank installation.  
        (aboveground and underground) 
     • Bulk fuel tank and pump installation. 

 705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571 
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7 
www.collingwoodfuels.com    info@collingwoodfuels.com 

https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/ 

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil, 
Diesel and Gasoline
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Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!  
ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,  

based on 11 months OR prepay $700  
for 10 months and receive 1 month FREE!

AGBUSINESSdirectory
PHONE: 705-722-0138      EMAIL: farmview@on.aibn.com

DALSTON STORE 
This summer, save yourself a trip into town!

HARDWARE • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED 
• Masterfeeds  
• Sunflower & mixed bird seed 
• Electric fencing supplies  
• Gates • Bale Feeders

1696 Penetanguishene Rd. 
RR 1 Barrie, Ontario      Phone 705-728-8617 
       L4M 4Y8                    Fax 705-728-8617

  FARM SUPPLIES

  MOBILE PAINTING

  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK 
2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON  L0L 1P0 
705-795-4592 
brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com                                    ESA 7010173

  WET BASEMENT SPECIALIST

  HVAC SERVICES

  SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

  HANDYMAN SERVICES

AARON ROBICHAUD 
289-500-9079 
RMC CONTRACTING
Insured Handyman services including 
new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs. 
Tiling, floors and doors. 
 
Serving York Region and Bradford

  PAVING SERVICES

  AGRICULTURAL SERVICES
Christian Farmers Federation  
of Ontario,  
Central Ontario District:  
info@christianfarmers.org 
1-855-800-0306 
christianfarmers.org 
 
Grey Ag Services: 
519-986-3756 
info@greyagservices.ca 

OFA Members Service Representative:  
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276  
email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca 
Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444  
email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca 
 
OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and 
York:  
Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126  
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca 

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County: 
Mark Reusser:  email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca 
 
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture 
705-726-9300 ext 1224 
simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 
 
York Region Federation of Agriculture 
york@ofa.on.ca 
 

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture 
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com 
 
Peel County Federation of Agriculture 
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com 
 
Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement 
Association 
1-800-265-9751 
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org

True North Mechanical 
   Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 
Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs, 
one satisfied customer at a time.

Agricultural & Industrial 
Spray Painting

Spray painting done 
at your farm or business

John Rundle 
(705) 321-2592 
RundlesPainting.com

Rundle’s Painting

Waterproofing · Concrete Work 
Underpinning · Foundation Repairs 

Excavation & more
 WetBasementSpecialist.ca

The Wet Basement Specialist 
      Waterproofing Inc.

416-677-8780

    Primo Service,  
  Primo Quality,  
Primo People!

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247 
C: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
F: 905-856-9498 
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Asphalt · Interlocking · Concrete  
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

  AGRICULTURAL STORIES WANTED

our next issue...
Do you have a  
story idea for us? 
See contact information  
on bottom of page 4.

We’re working on 

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION 
CONTROL.  Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment  

installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.   
 REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF 

BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS 
Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!  

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY 
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211 

DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300 
OFFICE 705-322-9292 

email dlgfarmdrain@hotmail.com 
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,  
GRAIN HAULING 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM   705-331-5371 

Elmvale, Ontario 

Despite cool, rainy weather, the Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts (E.D.G.E.) annual 
plant sale at Heritage Park on May 23 attracted eager shoppers who arrived early to browse 
the wide selection of plants and perhaps discover a few new favourites. 

Visitors found an impressive assortment of locally grown perennials, shrubs, vegetables, 
ground covers, annuals, and a popular collection of native plants. With knowledgeable vol-
unteers on hand to help and plants conveniently organized by growing conditions, including 
sun, part shade, and shade, shopping was enjoyable and easy for everyone. 

Although the sale continued until noon, only a handful of plants remained by closing 
time thanks to the en-
thusiastic turnout. 
Gardeners who were 
looking for more were 
able to visit E.D.G.E. 
at the first Farmers’ 
Market of the season 
that was held on June 
11 from 3 to 7 p.m. in 
the Community Hall 
parking lot at 33 
Yonge Street, Elmvale 
where additional 
plants and free gar-
dening information 
was available.

Annual E.D.G.E. Plant Sale Blooms 
Despite Rainy Conditions By Roslyn Watkins
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FREE ADS

AUCTIONS

Wanted 
International Super W4 

farm tractor.  
22 x 32 or 22 x 38 Dion 

Threshing Machine. 
Please phone in evenings  

905-983-9331.

FOR SALE

Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit 
individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must 
reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone 
orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 
only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use 
the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 
advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com  
Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W7

 705-328-1478  
3484 Hwy. 35 Lindsay, Ontario  

 Kevin Barker & Greg Snoddon Auctions 

Timed online consignment auctions featuring farm and construction 
equipment, tractors, vehicles, trailers, tools and much more.

The next online sale is the  
July Consignment Sale,  

July 13th - 20th, 2026 
Visit our website for more information 

www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

 Farm Equipment 

·Farmatic double 
compartment roller mill, 
220V 5HP motor, 
working order, 
$1,850.00 
·NUHN 594 12ft 
manure pump, 4 inch, 
solid electric motor set 
up, no motor, 5 inch 
output $1,850.00 
·Old Antique Allis 
Chalmers WD 45 
tractor, original paint 
$2,850.00 
·New Idea trail 5 wheel 
finger tooth hay rake 
$1,850.00 
·Grain wagon 225 
bushel for seed or feed 
$1,750.00

Call Dan Seifried, 
Harriston  

 519-338-2688

Used sheep feeding and  
handling equipment for sale, 
phone for details, Uxbridge 
area, call 905-649-2509. 
 
FOR SALE;  Boer buckling, 
3months old, weaned, CAE 
free, friendly, purebred 
unregistered. Call 905-806-5111 
 
For Sale 2009 Kawasaki 
Ninja 250 $1,800.00. This 
is a well-used, reliable 
bike with approximately 
55,000 km. For more 
photos, videos, or to 
inquire, please call or text 
705-627-6710 or email 
watkinstrenton1@ 
gmail.com.

Live Auction Sale  

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264           Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083 
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing and photos 

Email:  mcarthurbessey@gmail.com 

5482  Wellington Rd 29, Guelph, ON   From the city of Guelph, take Eramosa Rd (Welling-
ton 124) north east 4.7 km to Wellington Rd 29 (stop lights). Turn & go north 1.5km to sale 
on west side of road   OR  From Arthur, come south on Hwy 6 for 19.4km to St. Andrews 
St in Fergus, then left onto Gartshore, then right onto Belsyde Ave E (Wellington Rd 18), 
then turn left & go to Wellington Rd 29. Turn right & go 13.9 km to sale on east side of 
road.  ** PARKING ON SITE/ROAD**     

Items Info: Heather Stevens (437) 771-7150 

Lunch Booth & Washroom Available                        Preview: Friday July 10, 1-6pm 
NOTE: Good clean sale. All items have been well looked after

for the Estate of Joe Kingdon 
 Saturday July 11th, 10:00am

Tractors, Skid Steer: Case IH 1494 loader(74L) tractor, 4x4, 1-remote;  Case 2090, cab, 
2-remotes, 4495hrs; Farmall 560, diesel, narrow front, set up for pulling, 1-remote; Case 
1840 Uni-Loader skid-steer, 5430hrs; Farmall 460, gas, narrow front, 1-remote; Farmall 
Super M, narrow front; Case SC - not running  Trailer & 5th wheel Camper: 8ft x 18ft 
trailer, beaver tail & ramps, steel deck, tandem;  2010 Regal River 29s, 5th wheel camper 
trailer, 8ftx32ft, 2 slides, awning, stored inside 
Mach/Equip (A)Antique: (2)Killbros 350 gravity wagons, hydr fert auger, tarp; Sunflower 
9412, no-till drill, 15ft, 24 run, straight grain, light kit; Geo Smythe 32ft land roller; Wilrich 
2800 20ft cultivator, tandem on frame, single on wing, finger harrows; Geo White 300 gal 
sprayer, 32ft boom; 8ft 2- auger snowblower, hydr chute; Howse 6ft rotary mower; DMI 11 
shank chisel plow; John Deere 230 disc, 20ft, tandem on base, singles on wings; home-
made dump trailer 7ft x 11ft, pto drive;  (2) 3 furrow drag plows (1 on rubber, 1 on steel)(A); 
MH 7F1 binder(A); Lobsinger Bros threshing machine 5016, 24 cyl, 36 body, on rubber, 
model Lion, 1950 (A); 8ft pull type cultivator (A)  Shop/Farm Rel:  Torches; tool boxes; 
floor jack; lg Anvil; 13” floor drill press; hand tools, chop saw, air comp, battery charger; 
Powermig Astro power 110 mig welder; Poulan Pro chainsaw; Husqvarna 257 chainsaw; 
Stihl FS91R trimmer; multiple tractor weights - suitcase & wheel; log splitter; Snap-On 
20.8x38 duals; Champion 9000 generator, 7200W; & lots more here  HH:  Dining room 
suite (table & 6 chairs, buffet, hutch); couch; kitchen table & chairs; TV & stand; writing 
desk; toy tractors; bedroom suite; (2) hope chests; ping pong table; Jett Power Flo air 
hockey table; wicker set (chair, love seat, coffee table); Robert Bateman print & additional 
household items. 

Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner and/or 
Auctioneer will not be held responsible for accident or loss on day of sale. All items are 
sold “As Is”. All verbal announcements on day of sale take precedence over written ads.

After a long, cold winter and a less-than-spectacular spring, 
many of us are looking forward to a warm and enjoyable 
summer. When the temperatures rise, there’s nothing quite 
like cooling off in a lake, pond, river, or swimming pool. 
However, spending time around water requires caution, as 
drowning remains one of the leading causes of accidental 
death in Canada. 

Statistics show that more than 450 people drown each 
year across the country, with nearly half of those incidents 
occurring in lakes and ponds. Children under the age of nine 
account for a significant number of drowning-related hospital 
visits each year. 

Fortunately, there are several simple steps that can help 
prevent water-related tragedies. 

Young children and inexperienced swimmers should al-
ways be closely supervised and kept within arm’s reach when 
in or near the water. While flotation toys, water wings, and 
arm bands can be fun, they can also create a false sense of 
security. Anyone who is not a confident swimmer should 
wear an approved personal flotation device whenever they 
are near or in the water. Avoid distractions such as cell phones 
while supervising swimmers, it takes only seconds for an 
emergency to develop. 

If you have a backyard pool, ensure that your fencing 
meets local bylaw requirements and that gates are self-closing 
and lockable. Approved pool fencing is designed to prevent 
children from climbing through or over it. Keep furniture, 
toys, and other objects away from the fence to eliminate 
climbing aids. It is also wise to keep lifesaving equipment 
nearby, including a throw rope, life ring, and first aid kit. 
When the pool is not in use, consider using a safety cover. 

A jump into a cool lake can be refreshing on a hot day, 
but always make sure the area is safe before entering the 
water. Diving headfirst into unknown water can result in se-
rious injury. Enter feet first whenever depth and underwater 
conditions are uncertain. Be aware of currents, undertows, 
and fast-moving water, which can quickly overwhelm even 
experienced swimmers. Whenever possible, swim with a 
buddy and avoid swimming alone. 

Alcohol and recreational drugs impair judgment, balance, 
and reaction time and should be avoided when swimming, 
boating, or operating any watercraft. 

Knowing your location can also make a difference during 
an emergency. Consider downloading the what3words app 
to your fully charged phone. The app can help emergency 
responders locate you quickly if assistance is needed in a re-
mote area, park, beach, or on the water. 

Learning CPR is another important way to protect yourself 
and others. If you have never taken a CPR course, consider 
registering for one this summer. The life you save could be 
that of a family member, friend, or neighbour. Likewise, if 
you do not know how to swim, it is never too late to learn. 
Most community recreation centres offer swimming lessons 
for all ages and skill levels. 

Have a wonderful summer, enjoy Ontario’s beautiful wa-
terways, and make water safety a priority wherever your ad-
ventures take you. 

 

Stay Safe Around 
Water This Summer
By Dennis Gannon

We're so proud of the kind, 
funny, and amazing young 

man you're becoming. 
Thanks for keeping life 
interesting, making us 

laugh, and giving us stories 
we'll be telling for years. 

With all our love from Mom, 
Dad, Lily and Trenton

Happy 16th  
Birthday Harry!
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Follow Us
STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

519-833-9616

Stayner
Cookstown 705-458-0871

705-428-3132

Erin

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,

Corner of 124 & 24 ON, 

N0B1T0       519-833-9616

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,

Corner of 27 & line 13 ON, 

L0L1L0        705-458-0871

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner,  Corner of 26 & Center line Rd

ON, L0M 1S0        705-428-3132

Sales - Parts - Service  - Rentals

Certified Parts, Sales, & Service Factory Trained Technicians

hours showing : 573.6 , gas , 
four post rops , mower deck, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Erin.
Stock Number: U29498
Serial Number: 
TC0757B043240 $6,300 

John Deere 757
gehl round baler , 4x5 bale 
, twine , soft core , 540 rpm, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Stayner.
Serial Number: 17727
Stock Number YU0434

$2,350 

Gehl 1465
hours showing: 1123.8, cab/
heat/air, high flow, hydraulic 
quick coupler with bucket, 
rubber tracks, dutchman 
stabilizers on rear,
iso/pilot controls, located in 
Erin. $ 85,800 

Kubota SVL97-2

hours showing: 4680.4, ROPS, 
10x16.5 tires, hand/foot con-
trols, front auxilliary hydrau-
lics, hydraulic quick attach, 
no bucket. Unit is locate at 
Stewarts Equipment in Erin. 

New Holland L218
hours showing:458.5, 4WD, 
cab/heat/air, 14.9r28 fronts, 
front fenders, 18.4r38 rears, 
2 remotes, 16x16 auto shift, 
fender mounted switches, 
540 rpm, metal plessis
snow blade $126,900 

Case Maxxum 125

center pivot trailed , 11’6’ 
cutting width , semi swing 
tine conditioner, adjustable 
swath settings , adjustable 
cutterbar, 540 RPM, Unit 
is located at Stewarts in 
Stayner. $34,800

Kubota DMC8536T
hours showing: 793,  4wd, 
diesel, 64 PTO Hp, cab/heat/
air, Nokian Tires, 360/70r20 
fronts, 440/80r30 rears, 
radio, Kubota M37  Loader, 
Mechanical SS coupler, In 
Erin. $21,800 

Kubota BX23S

$38,900

2230 hours showing, cab/
heat/air, 10x16.5 tires, 
hydraulic QC, 66” low pro 
bucket front aux hydraulics, 
2 speed, hand/foot controls, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin.

New Holland L218

great plains no-till drill, liquid 
fertilizer, grass seed box, 3x13 
press wheels, spring tooth 
harrows, 9.00x24 rib implement 
tires, 3071 acres , excellent 
shape, unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Stayner. $20,850 

Great Plains EWNT10
rock-o-matic rock picker , 
540 rpm, Unit is located at 
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.
Stock Number: YU0401
Serial Number: OH78544

$4,600 

Rockomatic 57
hours showing: 11029, 
4wd, cab with heat and air, 
auto lube system, opti shift, 
hydraulic QC, bucket, 23.5r-
25 tires, Unit is located at 
Stewarts Equipment in Erin. 

$106,500 

Volvo L110H

$24,900 

Used Equipment

Kubota SVL95

$66,900 

hours showing : 1941 , 
diesel , cab with heat and 
air, rubber track machine 
, 80” low profile bucket, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Stayner. 

Round Balers  
High capacity balers with industry defining bale quality. The new generation of variable chamber balers from Kubota bring the assurance of reliable operation in the 

toughest working conditions. Offering a wide pickup with multiple rotor feed intake options, intelligent 3D bale density system, standard PowerBind net wrapping and 

much more. With true multi-crop performance in silage, hay, and straw, they incorporate a host of features to make your working day more profitable.



email: farmview@on.aibn.com      web: www.farmviewonline.com

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin 
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka. 
 As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,  

Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties. 

Community 
 Events

Farm View 
is proud to  

support

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

from all of us at Farm View
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