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A moment of pure joy was
captured at the 2026 Youth
Forum Beef Show as Josie
Crawford reacted after being
named among the top winners
in her class with her heifer,
“Crawfdown Lucy 06N.” The
pair went on to earn Reserve
Best Jackpot Heifer honours
~and were also named
- Champion Shorthorn Heifer.
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Inside this issue: Ontario Forage Network; Bale Grazing
and Cover Crop Grazing - Farm Equipment Safety on Rural
Roads - Youth Forum Beef Show - Update from Clearview

ROAR on the proposed A-OTHR sites - Reports from Simcoe

County 4-H Clubs - Inspiration from Spring Quilt Shows
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BAGcalendar

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups,
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

June 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the July issue of
Farm View is Sunday, June 14th.

June 24th: Program announcement for E.D.G.E.

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts' June 24th open
Meeting: Photography-Tips and Tricks with Melaine Ro-
bitaille-MWORDS. Elmvale Legion at 7 John Street. Lift
available as we meet upstairs at 7 pm. Guests always wel-
come. Lug your mug and bring a friend.

June 26th: Bolton Truck and Tractor Pull

The Bolton Truck & Tractor Pull will be held at Albion
Bolton Fairgrounds 150 Queen St. S., Bolton on Friday June
26, 2026. 6 p.m. start

Contact: Tom & Heather French at 416-580-9323.

June 27th & 28th: Kawartha Antique Power Show
The 46th Kawartha Antique Power Show is the biggest
annual event of the Kawartha Antique Power Club. Taking
place Saturday and Sunday June 27th and 28th at Lindsay
Exhibition Fair Grounds, 354 Angeline St. S. Lindsay, ON
Ticket information and more details in the ad on page 8.

July 6th - 9th: NSSCIA Summer Bus Trip

The 48th Annual NSSCIA Summer Bus Trip to Kingston
will take place July 6th to 9th, 2026. Cost is $800 per person
and includes meals and accommodations. To reserve a spot,
contact Nicole Cross at nsimcoesoilncrop@gmail.com.

July 9th: SCFA Annual Summer BBQ

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture annual summer
BBQ will take place on Thursday July 9th at 873 Line 3
South, Oro-Medonte. Ticket information and more details
in the ad on page 6.

Stewart L. Page
Scholarships Available

The Stewart L. Page Scholarships in Agriculture and
Home Economics, contributed primarily by people and or-
ganizations in North Simcoe, are offered annually in recog-
nition of the guidance Stewart L. Page provided in the de-
velopment of agriculture and rural life during his years as
Agricultural Representative for North Simcoe from 1925 to
1967.

The scholarship is open to residents of North Simcoe who
have lived in the area for at least one year at the time of ap-
plication, have attained an acceptable Grade 12 standing as
required by their selected college or university, and wish to
enrol in an approved agriculture, veterinary, or home eco-
nomics-related degree or diploma program. Eligible programs
may be offered at Kemptville, Ridgetown, Alfred, the Uni-
versity of Guelph, or any similar institution with a course
approved by the committee.

Applications are available from school guidance depart-
ments or by contacting Myrna Jones at

myrna.jones48@gmail.com.

Stayner Kinsmen Duck Races
Photo by DomBead_IZ;ﬂ_; . .
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Tﬁ% dec&rated duck entry from Stewart’s Equipment joined
2000 rubber ducks and 200 corporate decorated ducks during

the Staynémkinsmen Duck Races at Centennial Park, where
ili jo ive music, food, games and the annual races.
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705-424-1905

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more.

www.charwenfarms.ca
Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

7284 9th Line Thornton, ON

office@charwenfarms.ca

offering...
Simple Cremations.
Traditional Funerals.
Celebrations of life.
Graveside Services.
Pre-Arranged or At-need.

Matt and Cindy Drury/Oners
Tel: (705) 728-8282

info@legacyfuneral.ca

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N SR7

Check out the Ag Directory on page 18.

www.legacyfuneral.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1LO
www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Introducing Legislation to Strengthen
Ontario’s Agri-Food Sector

Ontario will continue working with farmers,
processors and industry partners to build a
stronger, more resilient food system for the future.
These measures will help strengthen Ontario’s

food supply, support local production and grow
a more competitive, self-reliant agri-food sector.

Providing Provincial Support
in Stmcoe North

Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
e Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates
¢ Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)
* GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons
and seniors)
e Health Care
e Health Cards/OHIP Issues
¢ Natural Resources & the Environment
e Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
e Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
¢ Provincial Government Programs i
e Seniors Issues
e Small Business Issues
e Transportation
e Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)
e Workplace Safety &
Insurance Board (WSIB)

Jd 8
JILL
DUNLOP

MPP — Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 e Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org
JillDunlopMPP.ca



Ontario Forage Network Presents:
Extend Your Grazing Season with Cover Crop Grazing

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Cover Crop grazing can extend grazing
season. With the price of diesel now, feeding
livestock pasture is good for the finances on
the farm.

Three grazing mentors shared their expe-
riences in a recent seminar in the Extended
Grazing series by the Ontario Forage Coun-
cil.

Joe Dickenson is a cow/calf to finish beef
farmer in the Chatham-Kent area. He has
been a Feedlot Director of the Beef Farmers
of Ontario since 2020 and has been a pro-
fessor at Lambton College since September
of 2021, and at the University of Guelph,
Ridgetown Campus since October of 2022.

He opened his section with an explanation
that there are “cool” season plants that grow
in the cool seasons of the year and “warm”
season plants like sorghum, corn and millet
that grow best in the warm time of the year.

Cool season plants grow well in early
spring. Red clover planted on a stand of
wheat in the spring will be a good cover crop
the next spring. “Red clover is an excellent
fixer of nitrogen, but one must be really care-
ful of bloat (in livestock),” he stressed adding
that producers that plant red clover need a
plan to make it work. Fall Rye, according to
this farmer, “really likes wet, cold climates
that come with early spring,” Dickenson said.

The key point to remember is that cool
season cover crops “will give us feed in the

carly start of the year. They are here for a
good time, not a long time,” he said.

Warm season plants like sorghum and mil-
let mature later and are growing well by mid-
summer.

Fall cover crops for grazing is about how
to stretch the pasture out “as long as possi-
ble”. Dickenson suggested “grazing stubble”
meaning the residue after a crop is taken off.
Grazing alfalfa fields in the fall means being
watchful of the killing frost for protection of
the crop for next year. “Move the final cut
of alfalfa using machines or livestock to 6
weeks prior to the killing frost. Last three
weeks after a cut, the (alfalfa) needs to get
regrowth to insulate itself and the final 3
weeks the plant needs to build up its root
system to get through the winter.” Fall graz-
ing of sorghum means being “very careful
of frost because once this crop has frost, it
can cause nitrate poisoning for about a week
after. Oats, peas and barley are other fall
cover crops and will continue to grow until
it is close to 0°C.

Mike Swindersky is from the
Melanchthon area and manages the Grey
Dufferin Community Pasture. Mike and his
wife Amber established their farm in 2003
after completing Agricultural programs at
the University of Guelph. Mike has spent
the past 18 years improving the farm’s land
while raising and growing their flock of

sheep supported by Amber who has experi-
ence in the animal nutrition industry.

He opened his segment up by shattering
the “there is no fence there” standard reason
why crop fields are not considered for being
grazed. “Solving the perimeter fence issue”
can be done with specialized equipment. A
hydraulic wire winder is used extensively in
western Canada and farmers “are still using
that $50 roll of wire because it rolls it up
easy and the wire can be re-used over and
over and over,” Swindersky said.

“Range Ward” is a self-contained unit that
winds up wire. “This was designed by graz-
ers for grazers,” he explained. Videos can
be found on YouTube using equipment that
can be pulled behind an ATV or the smallest
model, in a wheelbarrow. This “will unwind
wire up to 4 wires at a time WHILE you
drive.” There is also netting that can be added
to a field that will hold in smaller livestock
like sheep.

Feed cost is the main cost on livestock
farms. “The daily cost of grazing is generally
half the actual cost of stored feed,” he
stressed.

Birgit Martin farms with her husband, Jim,
and two sons, Nick and Alex, on western
Manitoulin Island. “The farm operation has
a cow-calf through-to-finish system where
we produce both grain-finished and grass-
finished beef for our brand, Pure Island Beef.
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We also custom graze 300—400 steers each
summer. Grazing is critical to the entire op-
eration,” Martin explained.

“Cool season plant growth season is at
odds with livestock demand,” she said adding
that “lower growth rate is later when live-
stock is bigger, bigger calves, bigger stockers
and less feed,” she said.

To make up for this less feed on pastures,
Martin says her farm adds in hay acres “we
bring hay fields in our grazing rotation.” This
allows for full regrowth of pasture acres and
allows for stockpiles of extra pasture for late
fall or early spring.

Clover fields is one of the farm’s most
used cover crops, however, strict manage-
ment protocols keep the cattle safe. Grazing
clover is a leading cause of bloat in cattle.
“We put cattle into alfalfa or red clover fields
and have no bloat concerns because we put
the cattle into these pastures when the pasture
is dry- not in the morning. We wait until the
dew is off. We only put the cattle in when
they are full and not hungry,” she explained.

“Crude protein and energy levels are
higher with grazing than with stored feed,”
Martin said citing studies being done.

Cover crop grazing is for sure another op-
tion for livestock owners to extend the graz-
ing season.

Read about Bale Grazing from the Ontario
Forage Network on page 11.
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Yearling and 2yr Old Bulls Available
Semen Tested & DNA Tested

Selection of Bulls from Al Sires
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Turning a Negative into a Positive

By Paul Bootsma - Policy Advisor for Christian Farmers Federation Of Ontario

In 1972, the federal government ex-
propriated 18,600 acres of land, much
of it being prime farmland in North
Pickering for a second Toronto airport,
that was never built, sparking over 50
years of resistance. Following long-
term advocacy, the Government de-
clared in 2025 that an airport will not
be built. Transport Canada became the
new owners of this massive chunk of
land, since they were the airport plan-
ners.

On January 27, 2025, the Federal
Government officially cancelled all
plans for the Pickering Airport and is
instead looking at transferring some of
the remaining lands to the Rouge Na-
tional Urban Park

The impact of this expropriation on
numerous families has led to significant
uncertainty, particularly for those who
have established businesses and com-
munities on these lands. Additionally,
the management of these prime agri-
cultural soils has not been optimized to
maintain their quality. Several past in-
stances of Government land expropria-
tion have been inadequately handled,
raising concerns about the preparedness
for the reasons behind such actions.
This prompts a crucial inquiry into the
extent of acreage the Government has
acquired using taxpayer funds without
achieving successful outcomes.

There was great opposition from the
public to the idea of another airport in
this area, and subsequently decisions
on what to do with some of the land
changed plans. 9900 acres were trans-
ferred to Parks Canada to become part
of the Rouge National Urban Park. The
fact is that the Federal Government’s
plan failed for whatever reason, includ-
ing poor planning and foresight. Just
because the original plan failed does
not give the Federal Government the
okay to just do something differently
with the land. It should go back to pre-
vious owners (relatives) and stay in
agriculture.

Recently the CFFO sent a letter to

the Minister of Transportation Canada,
stating that the land should remain in
agriculture. Not only that, but it should
go into private ownership for long-term
profitability. This is a great opportunity
for the Federal Government to show
support for the agri-food industry by
developing a program for new farmers.

The Federal Government clearly
needs to devise a plan for the land in
question, especially considering the
substantial public investment that has
yet to yield tangible results. Recently,
in January, the Government concluded
no further considerations for an airport
at this site and is instead exploring op-
tions that would substantially reduce
agricultural land. While some of these
areas have been designated as Park
Land, adding to the Rouge National Ur-
ban Park which is commendable a con-
siderable portion is also earmarked for
residential development.

This presents an excellent opportu-
nity for both Federal and Provincial
Governments to demonstrate their com-
mitment to agriculture and food pro-
duction. Given that this land has his-
torically been used for agricultural
purposes, it is essential that it continues
to serve that function. The agri-food in-
dustry is in need of new young indi-
viduals to be able to establish farm busi-
nesses within this industry. There are
many who have a strong interest in agri-
culture but do not have an entry point.

To address this need, we should im-
plement a new program targeting as-
piring farmers not only those from
farming families but also those inter-
ested in entering the agricultural sector
who may not yet be directly involved.
Farm Credit Canada (FCC), the Federal
Government’s lending institution, can
provide financing to these new entre-
preneurs through a structured ten-year
plan. Initially, they would receive credit
and incur rental charges. If they main-
tain sound financial management over
the decade, they would then be eligible
for a loan to purchase the property,

which would be bundled with the fi-
nancial package. FCC has the expertise
necessary to establish a program that
facilitates applications from new farm-
ers and assess the progress of each
emerging farm business.

Furthermore, it is crucial for the
provincial government to advocate for
this type of initiative with their federal
counterparts. Additionally, our Provin-
cial Agriculture Minister must take an
active role in ensuring that these lands
remain dedicated to agricultural use.
What an opportunity to invest in agri-
culture, bring in some new ‘sweat’ and
ideas, and ensure that this industry will
carry on for generations to come.

Welcome to the first
annual AgriTourism
Survey!

As a partnership, Tourism HR
Canada, the Canadian Agricultural Hu-
man Resource Council and Food Pro-
cessing Skills Canada will be diving
into the issues affecting those who offer
agritourism along side their agriculture
or food and beverage processing opera-
tions.

By responding to the survey, your
voice is being heard. This research will
identify the challenges facing this ever
growing sector of our industry and pro-
vide opportunity for collaboration, pro-
gram development and policy recom-
mendations.

Your time and responses are very
valuable to us. Thank you in advance
for participating. Find the survey here
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8804339
/AgriTourism-EN

Tourism HR Canada

| Cover photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill |

Ad/News DEADLINE for the July
Farm View is June 14th.

Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in lvy, Bolton, Fenelon
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN
GALLERY, Barrie

CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE
DALSTON STORE

DEREK'’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil

ESSA AGRIPLEX

ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES
FOODLAND in Elmvale

HAMILTON BROS.

HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally)

HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL
SERVICE, Barrie

McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston
NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston

RAILFENCE BOOKS

RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC.

SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

STEER ENTERPRISES

STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and
Stayner

THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza

The Farm View is delivered to these businesses
between the 25th and 29th of each month, with
copies available while supplies last.

If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed
directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X OW7, or by email
at farmview(@on.aibn.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and
daytime phone number. All letters are subject
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls.

FARM VIEW is published monthly by:
Roslyn Watkins
The 5 N’s Publishing House

A
FAR

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

. . Full Page. $995./month
8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LgX oW7 2/3 Page. $775./month
e (70s)) Feesdiley 1/2 Page $525./month

e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com A
= 1/3 Page $395./month

- : : | In memory of
Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com s . . 1/4 Page $310./month
(e Jill Beischer

A for the Aaricultural and Rural C it : ﬁ 1/6 Page $205./month

‘orum for the Agricultural and Rural Community g -
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, - 1/8 Page $1 50./month
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 1/16 Page $100./month
fgi Eulels oz sleaniifoe dis (sl ial ipis el elis i points of view from the agricultural community. Business Card $88./month
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. Editorial opinions are freely expressed by Ag. Business Directory $700./year

SUBSCRIPTIONS: individual authors.

$45.00 including HST for 12 issues

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors

that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability

for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for

omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the

advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid
for the advertisements.

Please visit www.farmviewonline.com
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate
reductions based on frequency.
The ad deadline is the 14th of the
month for the following month’s issue.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and
your cities will spring up again as if by magic,
but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in
the streets.”

.7 Brgan
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Premier

Jorn Deere Equipment premierequipment.ca

T°S OFFICIALLY
DEERE SEASON.

Offers end June 30, 2026

on Residential Lawn Tractors, Zero Turn Mowers and
Gator Utility Vehicles. J

Zero Turn Mowers

FOR I N L FOR 5 48 MONTHS
84 MONTHS Fgo4 v e Bt y ZERO TURN MOWERS *

1SERIES COMPACT TRACTORS

A . Compact Utility Tractor B ¢ ; + Compact Utlllty Jractor } LS o A e g :
Alliston Stouffville Nobleton
(705) 453-7551 (905) 640-2692 (905) 859-0581 5 TI H L
4896 Dean Drive 14183 Highway #48 6770 King Road West HONDA

Available at select locations.
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Farm Equipment Safety on Rural Roads

As spring planting gets underway, motorists can expect
to see more farm equipment on rural roads, a trend that con-
tinues through summer wheat harvest and fall harvest activ-
ities. Tractors, combines, sprayers, and wagons are essential
tools of agriculture, but they also create unique challenges
for motorists who may not be familiar with sharing the road
with large, slow-moving equipment. Road safety is a shared
responsibility, and both farmers and drivers play an important
role in preventing accidents.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) continues
to remind motorists that the orange Slow Moving Vehicle
(SMV) sign displayed on farm equipment means the vehicle
is travelling at 40 kilometres per hour or less. While it can
be frustrating to be delayed behind farm machinery, patience
and caution are critical. The gap between a vehicle and farm
equipment closes much faster than many drivers expect, especially on rural roads where
speed limits are higher.

Slow moving vehicles are significantly more likely to be involved in fatal collisions per
kilometre travelled than other motor vehicles. Many of these incidents occur when motorists
attempt unsafe passing maneuvers or when farm equipment is entering, exiting, or crossing
roadways.

Farm equipment operators also have a responsibility to ensure their machinery is road
ready. OFA recommends that farmers conduct daily safety inspections, ensure lights and
signals are functioning properly, and keep SMV signs clean and visible. Proper lighting and
reflective markings are especially important during low light conditions and busy harvest
periods.

One common misconception is that farm equipment should drive on the shoulder to
allow traffic to pass. However, shoulders are often unstable and may not safely support
heavy machinery. In many cases, it is safer for farm equipment to remain on the travelled
portion of the roadway while motorists wait for a safe opportunity to pass.

Motorists should also remember that farm machinery may need extra room to make wide
turns into farm lanes or fields. Passing a tractor or combine that is preparing to turn can
have devastating consequences. Maintaining a safe following distance and watching for
turn signals can help prevent collisions.

Ontario’s farmers rely on rural roads to grow and transport the food, fuel, fibre, and
flowers we all depend on. Whether behind the wheel of a tractor or a passenger vehicle,
everyone shares the same goal, arriving home safely.

For additional road safety information and transportation resources, visit www.ofa.on.ca

1-800-668-3276
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca
www.ofa.on.ca

Stewart’s Equipment Welcomes Visitors
to Cookstown Open House

Story and photos by Andrej Baca

Despite rainy weather and muddy fields,
visitors still turned out for the Stewart’s
Equipment Cookstown Open House to enjoy
food and refreshments, inspect the latest
equipment, kick a few tires, and perhaps
even make a purchase.

With locations in Stayner, Erin, and Cook-
stown, Stewart’s Equipment has the depth
of experience and resources to help cus-
tomers find the equipment best suited to their
needs. Backed by three generations and more
than 71 years in the agricultural, construc-
tion, snow removal, landscaping, and estate
property equipment industries, the team is
prepared to support customers looking for
both new and pre-owned machinery.

The business traces its roots back to
Thanksgiving weekend in 1955, when Jeff
Stewart and Ed Stewart took
over a single-bay garage in
Ospringe, Erin, Ontario. What
began as a repair shop and
feed supply business serving
local farmers has grown into
a trusted equipment provider
known for knowledgeable
sales staff, dependable parts
support, timely service, and
rental options.

Today, Stewart’s Equip-
ment continues to supply Kub-
ota, New Holland, and a wide
range of other farm and con-
struction equipment, all just a
phone call or visit away.

=

-

Jeff Stewart, president of Stewart’s Equipment,
atleft, welcomes Jim Melo of Melo’s Landscap-
ing during the Stewart’s Equipment Open
House in Cookstown, where visitors gathered
to view equipment, enjoy refreshments, and
connect with industry professionals.
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Greeting visitors at the Stewart’s Equipment Open House
are Karin (left), comptroller, and Julie from administration,
welcoming guests as they arrived to enjoy the day’s events
in Cookstown.

)
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FUELS LIMITED

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include

¢ Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
 A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.
* Propane tank installation.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

www.collingwoodfuels.com info@collingwoodfuels.com
https://lwww.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/
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Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture
Summer BBQ

When Emergencies Happen: Be Prepared

Thursday July 9th, 2026
873 Line 3 South, Oro-Medonte

Doors open at 2pm
Guest speakers at 2:30pm
Dinner at 5pm
Catering by Shaws

Tickets $30 per person . Purchase yours at
Eventbrite.com
Or through the QR Code
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Youth Forum Showcases Passion, Leadership and the Future of the Beef Industry

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

The 2026 Youth Forum Beef Show in Lindsay once again highlighted the dedication, en-
thusiasm and passion of young cattle exhibitors from across Ontario and beyond. Throughout
the event, exhibitors demonstrated not only their skills in the show ring, but also the strong
connections they share with their animals. The event also emphasized the importance of en-
couraging the next generation of agricultural leaders. With experienced judges and exhibitors
from a variety of backgrounds in attendance, Youth Forum continues to serve as an important
event for developing knowledge, leadership and a passion for the cattle industry among
young people.

Plctured above is Palge Doyle from Coldwa-  Shelby Crawford is pictured above with her
ter showing her flashy Angus/Charolais heifer ~ Simmental heifer, “Holt MS Sonora 508N,”
named "Peggy Sue" in the Jackpot Heifer competing in the Jackpot Heifer Class. She
class at the Youth Forum Beef show held in  later went on to win Reserve Champion Sim-
Lindsay. mental Heifer.

In the photo at
left is Rebecca
Hoskin, on the
right, who came
to the Youth
Forum show to
support her sis-
ter, Emily

¥

: Honey from
These were the top winners in the Showmanship classes at the 2026 Youth Forum Beef Show Warkworth.
for the 8 years and under class. From left to right are Logan Leahy from Lakefield, Tyson Emily is pic-
Sutcliffe from Pontypool, Jase Lasby from Shelburne, Jayden Lasby from Shelburne and tured here
Kinsley Driscoll from McNab/ Braeside Township. Beside the young show people is the Show- holding her
manship and Conformation Judge, Heather Welper from Valley View, Texas, USA. The judge, Angus heifer,
along with her husband, raise and sell registered show cattle specializing in Herefords and Merit Flora
raised the 2026 Fort Worth Stock Show Grand Champion Hereford Steer. 5013 N.

Essentials for:
the Land, the Truclk
and the Grill

T Tty

2100 Hardwood -_No,.O l - No'Barl=2No, Addltlv

A local, full service Ag retailer providing
ot I, 8 _ agronomic solutions to increase productivity
,.@2‘3@@? ._4‘6L B EER and profitability on your farm.

e1 J " "c _ e 7//01‘/{ilgy/ to Grow With yoa//

w24 ,p g‘_g USOLLZINN v H@LME ORANGEVILLE  1.800.668.3047
TRE B REDICKVILLE ~ 519.925.3138
o AGRO STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

7051 County Rd.9, Squnv.-_-r, 'JN L{]M 1‘:[}
705-466-2600 | Toll Free: 844-466-2600 www.holmesagro.com

eerbEntltd
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Fun Farm Science looks at turning the tide on drought:
Australian farmers grow food with desalinated seawater

Farming vegetables in the desert with seawater is a bad idea.
Usually. But not if youre Sundrop Farms in Australia. This in-
door facility was born in 2014 when researchers wanted to create
a farm that could produce crops without resources that might
get scarcer in the future. These included soil, fresh water, and an
over-reliance on the grid for electricity.

As aworld-first, the gigantic greenhouse was built in the South
Australian desert. The plants grow in coconut husks and soak up
plenty of sunlight and seawater. This might sound harmful, but
thanks to a desalination process that happens on-site, the seawa-
ter is fresh and safe for the crops. The plants are also pampered
with nutrients and sustainably sourced carbon dioxide. Solar
panels produce most of the power, but a backup system connect-

ed to the grid ensures the well-being of the plants.

Sundrop Farms’ original pilot facility desalinated seawater but
did not return waste brine to Spencer Gulf. The brine was col-
lected in ponds from which salt could be harvested. The com-
pany’s brine management plan changed with its 20 hectare ex-
pansion in 2014. Sundrop Farms sought and received approval
from the South Australian Environment Protection Authority to
discharge waste brine into Spencer Gulf at a salinity of 60 parts
per thousand. The expanded facility discharges its brine into the
cooling water outflow channel previously used by the coal-fired
Port Augusta power stations.

Environmental approval from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment via referral under the EPBC Act (Environmental Protection

The Sundrop Farms greenhouses turn seawater and sunlight into energy and
fresh water. No need for soil; produce is grown on land in arid areas too barren

for traditional agriculture.

- T

and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999) was not required
of or sought by Sundrop Farms
for this project. Sundrop Farms
continues to investigate com-
mercially viable solutions for the
recovery of minerals from brine
atalarge scale.

When considering how to
establish the operation they set
out to rethink and repurpose
how farming works, with the
aim to lower environmental
impact by replacing fossil fuel

Report by our curious
reporter Don Beaulieu

usage. They use concentrated solar power to control the atmo-
sphere within the greenhouse for heating and cooling. The farm
has a heavily computerized system to manage the climate and
lighting. Concentrated solar power replaces the majority of the
conventional heating system.

The result? Sundrop Farms produces up to 18,739 tons
(17,000 metric tonnes) of tomatoes every year. They grow and
supply all the truss tomatoes to Coles (major food store chain)
in Australia.
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Vendors wanted for the annual Anten Mills Artisan
Craft & Food Fair. Saturday, Sept. 26th. No commercial products.
\ Please email farmview@on.aibn.com for information. /

\

cl cl c U ‘
SATURDAYJEVENTSJAntiquesiractorpull /;\

S =

sRADBURY

Small Family Farm Inc.

Order your Chicks NOW ~ We are your local dealer for
- chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2025

4043 2nd Line - Cookstown -« 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

n Follow us on FB Bradbury - Small Family Farm

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com

Humanely Raised (by us):
Beef + Chicken « Pork * Turkey
We also carry:
Livestock Feeds « Pet Food « Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup * Honey & much more!

Visit our Farm Shop!
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Senators Hear Concerns Over Loss of Farmland and Rural Voice

By Roslyn Watkins

h -
Rachel Brooks, Clearview
Township grain and sheep
farmer, addressed the
Senate, saying: “Today’s
world demands that agri-
culture do more with less,
while the land base we
work with continues to

Clearview Township
farmer and rural advocate
Rachel Brooks delivered a
passionate warning to the
Standing Senate Committee
on Agriculture and Forestry,
urging senators to recognize
the growing threat that hous-
ing, infrastructure, energy
and National Defence pose
to Canada’s limited supply
of productive farmland.

Appearing before the
committee during its May 7
hearing, Brooks introduced
herself as a farmer, rural res-
ident and advocate for agri-
cultural land preservation in
Ontario. Speaking from per-
sonal experience, she de-
scribed operating a family

shrink.”

farm in Clearview Township,
an area known for its pro-
ductive farmland and strong agricultural community.

Brooks explained that farming is not simply an occupation
for her family, but a long-term commitment tied to food pro-
duction, environmental stewardship and the economic sta-
bility of rural Ontario.

“In our community the pressure is eminently real,” Brooks
told senators. “Thousands of acres of highly productive farm-
land are at risk of disappearing due to the Department of
National Defence Arctic Over-the-Horizon (A-OTH) Radar
Project.”

Brooks said her own family is among many directly im-
pacted by the proposed project.

“As only one of the dozens of impacted parties, my family
farms 1,500 acres,” she said. “Of those acres, in one block
we grow grain crops and raise over 600 lambs per year. One
of the sectors we contribute to is working to increase do-
mestic supply from an existing 35 per cent to 50 per cent by
2040. That growth, of course, depends on farmland which is
a finite resource that is disappearing at an alarming rate.”

Throughout her testimony, Brooks emphasized the im-
portance of preserving farmland as Canada faces increasing
pressures from industrial-scale infrastructure and energy
projects. She warned senators that once prime agricultural
land is lost, it cannot be replaced.

“Food-producing land is a finite resource,” Brooks said,
arguing that national food security must remain a priority as
governments pursue major infrastructure expansion and cli-
mate-related initiatives.

“Only four per cent of Canada’s land mass is arable land,”
Brooks said. “Twenty-five per cent of that is in Ontario and
that land is disappearing at about 300 acres a day.”

Brooks told senators her concerns intensified with the
proposed Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar Project in
Clearview. This project would permanently alter the land-
scape, disrupt drainage systems and fragment farmland that
has supported generations of farmers.

The discussion focused heavily on the impact of the A-
OTH radar project in Clearview Township. Brooks said prime
agricultural land, particularly high-quality Class 1 to 3 farm-
land, should be protected from permanent conversion.

She also raised concerns about potential environmental
impacts, including effects on drainage systems and the nearby
Minesing Wetlands. Brooks argued that altering natural water
flow and removing farmland from production would have
long-term consequences for both agriculture and surrounding
ecosystems.

Throughout her remarks, Brooks stressed that opposition
to the project is not rooted in resistance to National Defence,
but rather concerns over what she described as inappropriate
siting on valuable farmland. “If Clearview Township loses
4000 acres to the Department of National Defence (DND) it
would mean losing approx. $4.1 million dollars of its local
GDP and 80 jobs.”

A recurring theme during the hearing was frustration with
consultation processes. She argued that communities like
Clearview are being asked to shoulder major land-use
changes without adequate local input or meaningful consul-
tation. Brooks said many residents believe municipalities
have little influence over final decisions despite being directly
affected by the projects. At the time of this hearing, Clearview
Township community and council members had requested a
meeting with DND many times and have heard not received
a meeting as of yet.

Senators questioned how governments can balance climate
objectives, infrastructure expansion and farmland preserva-
tion. Brooks urged the committee to consider the broader
implications for Canada’s food security and rural sustain-
ability.

She called for stronger agricultural impact assessments,
clearer farmland protection policies and more meaningful
consultation before projects are approved on productive agri-
cultural land.

The Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and
Forestry continues its study of issues affecting Canada’s
agricultural sector and rural communities.

“The issue is not whether development happens,” Brooks
told the committee in substance. “It is where it happens,
how it happens and whether rural communities are truly
being heard.”

1-866-435-1809

You can watch the hearing in its entirety at https://senpar-
lvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/Power-
BrowserV2/20260504/-1/15254

Follow Clearview ROAR (Resident Owners Against
Radar) on FaceBook for updates and to show your support.

A-OTHR Radar Sites:
Clarification and Update

By Terri Jackman

Many of you may have seen, or heard about, a recent
Canadian Press article, Federal government dismisses calls
for radar sites to remain as farmland by Kyle Duggan, carried
in news outlets such as CTV and the Toronto Star, stating
that the federal government is rejecting calls to relocate the
proposed A-OTHR radar installations in Southern Ontario.

We want to point out that this article refers only to land
that has already been purchased by the federal government
for the Preliminary Receive Site in Clearview Township and
the transmitter site in Kawartha Lakes. It does not mention
that all potentially affected lands in Clearview have been fi-
nalized, acquired, or removed from consideration.

Unfortunately, there appear to be some reports circulating
suggesting that “all 4,000 acres are lost” or that the fight is
over. That is simply not accurate based on the Canadian
Press article.

Clearview ROAR and many concerned residents, farmers,
and supporters continue to actively oppose the building of
this project on prime agricultural land and ecologically con-
nected lands surrounding the Minesing Wetlands. We remain
deeply concerned about the long-term impacts on:

Prime farmland and food security

Hydrology and groundwater systems

Ecologically sensitive lands connected to the Minesing
Wetlands

The future viability of family farms and rural communi-
ties

Our efforts with elected officials, legal advisors, environ-
mental organizations, media, and public awareness initiatives
are ongoing. We continue to advocate strongly that Clearview
Township is the wrong location for additional A-OTHR Re-
ceive Sites and that alternatives must still be seriously con-
sidered.

While the article may sound discouraging at first glance,
it does not change the fact that many important questions
remain unanswered and many processes are still unfolding.

Please continue sharing accurate information, supporting
one another, and staying engaged. Your voices continue to
matter.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment and support.

- | DOWDALL™

TerryDowdallmp.ca | Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca
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FARM FEED DOUB
SERVICE JB< =
FEEDS jlb“

959 Marshall Rd. .
Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1 . Lj'

Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563 Fax 705-526-4862
www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Curbside pick up still offered
Call today to place your poultry order

* Organic Feed Available
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed
& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.

We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags,
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,
Herbs for Horses products and more!

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,
Sunday and Holidays - closed.
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ICAW Celebrated in Utopia with 2026 “Taste-to-Grow”
Garden Season Launch Event

International
Compost
Awareness
Week (ICAW)
is the largest
global educa-
tion initiative
for the organics
recycling indus-
try. It highlights
the importance
of turning or-
ganic waste into
nutrient-rich
soil and raising
awareness about
sustainable
waste manage-
ment practices.

The event is

Volunteer Hailey helps Ethan Trebble of Essa
Township dig into the soil at the community event
as he plants a pumpkin seed, learning firsthand
how healthy soil and composting help grow food
he can take home and enjoy.

celebrated annually during the first full week of May and brings attention
to the environmental benefits of composting. It focuses on reducing

JOIN US!

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT
(Formerly Simcoe County District)

Christian Farmers
o/ Federation of Ontario

christianfarmers.org

»
0
1
o
°

methane emissions from landfills and promot-
ing more sustainable agricultural systems
through the recycling of organic materials.

ICAW serves as an important platform for
educating communities, businesses, and poli-
cymakers about the value of composting and
its role in building healthier soils and more re-
silient food systems.

In support of this initiative, Utopia Hall cel-
ebrated the 2026 veggie-growing garden season
launch with the “Taste-to-Grow” Free Com-
munity Celebration on Sunday, May 3, 2026,
at Utopia Hall, 8396 6th Line, Utopia, Essa
Township. The event ran from 1:30 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. and invited the community to sample
garden-inspired foods ranging from soups and

Story and photos by Roslyn Watkins

Essa Deputy Mayor, Michael Smith,
stopped in at the event to show his support
of International Compost Awareness Week
and chat with friend and volunteer Robert,
at right.

salads to mains and desserts, showing how a Volunteers Donald and Lori

Keeping Faith in Farming

STIHL

CLARENEQUIPMENT.COM

EQUIPMENT

Q) 705-734-2424 (@) INFO(

¥ 3464 HORSESHOE VALLEY RD W, PHELPSTON
ESTD 1993

thriving garden can support a full plate.

had a great time manning the

marshol w. driver
3 cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com

The celebration emphasized that every great  information booth.

garden begins with healthy soil. Participants

learned about composting, soil health, and practical gardening techniques while Kijm Keckes, owner of Moon-
gathering ideas and inspiration for the upcoming growing season. The event also  dance Gardens, was on hand at
encouraged families and children to get involved in gardening, highlighting how the event answering questions
backyard harvests can support fresh, seasonal meals and sustainable living through and encouraging attendees, stat-

the summer and beyond.

For more information on composting visit https://www.compost.org

ing, “We need more people grow-
|”

ing more food!

Z

MURCOTT DESIGN BUILD

Serving Simcoe County Since 1992

. Agrlcultural . Equestrlan . Commermal * Industrial

Free Estimates murrayscott65@outlook com

705-721-8472
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Ontario Forage Network Presents:
Extend Your Grazing Season with Bale Grazing

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Bale Grazing is placing bales on the
ground in a field where livestock can access
them. Livestock access is often controlled
by electric fence to portions of the fields
where the bales are set out. Bale grazing is a
hot topic with some farmers believing it has
real positives and some farmers believing it
is not a good plan.

Chris Moore is a sheep farmer with a 200-
producing-ewe operation near the Ottawa
Valley who considers his experiences with
bale grazing “a cautionary tale.”

Moore decided to use bale grazing for ewe
lambs in 2017. He later realized that the hay
he had chosen was “too coarse” for sheep.
“It was a disaster!” he summarized of his
first experience. The problems started be-
cause the lambs were not trained to electric
fencing, and they also did not do well on the
offered hay. The experience left the sheep in
low body condition, which impacted their
conception rates. Further, the hay was “more
refused” than usual, leaving a large amount
of waste. The wasted hay eventually killed
the grass beneath it, leaving only weeds.

While Bale Grazing itself didn’t work the
first time, it did lead to “lessons learned”.
Moore advised that bales should be unrolled
and then there is “more bunk space” meaning
the sheep can spread out and they will con-
sume more hay. This “rolling out” keeps the
wasted hay to a minimum and prevents weed
growth.

“We tip bales into woods in a sheltered
area,” in the spring with mature sheep he
says explaining his new way of Bale Grazing.
In the woods, the sheep can keep their feet
dry and standing in mud is avoided.

Dean Cober of Owen Sound in Grey
County is pro-Bale Grazing. He and his fam-
ily have a maternal Red Angus cow/calf herd.
“Bale grazing keeps the cows off the barn-
yard,” he says adding its ideal for improving
part of his operation that he says is described
as “scrubby land”.

This “scrubby land” had its last hay crop
in 1994. It has gone back to the wild with

“scrub brush growing up to 8 to 10 feet
high”. With a brush mulcher, some of the
property has been cleared to put down hay
bales for grazing. “A nearby property has
one cut of hay that is delayed because of
(being grassland habitat for nesting) birds.
The hay is good quality and has more seed
quantity.”

When the hay comes in from the field,
Cober takes off all the strings of the bales.
He positions electric fence to give the cattle
a “pasture paddock™ of bales each day.

“We move the paddocks on foot. It is too
wet for the 4-wheeler. We put out enough
bales so cattle are not competing too much.
We got big, bossy cows. The cows will move
the bales around,” he said. Adding they usu-
ally bale graze in the fall.

Once the bale is eaten, the cows can go
back and use any residue as a lie-down space.
“This adds in dry matter and manure distri-
bution to the field,” he added. He stressed
again bale grazing keeps the cows out of the
barnyard where he has to then clean it out
adding to his workload.

At the end of the season, the grass cover
is improved from bale grazing and that area
is clear of the brush, both wins he says for
his operation.

A question in the chat was about not using
any controls to livestock getting access to
the full bale. “Livestock will fill up on the
“cotton candy” (best parts of the bales) and
forget about the “Potatoes” (average part of
the bale) and go through the whole thing in
no time,” Moore warned.

Cober added, “they (cattle) will make a
mess if they get to a full bale.”

Ontario Ministry of Food and Rural Af-
fairs (OMAFRA) Grazing Specialist Chris-
tine O’Reilly hosted the meeting. She
stressed that in years when there is no extra
hay, “it is not a good year to do bale graz-
ing.”

To learn more about the Ontario Forage
Network and watch the webinar series, visit
www.onforagenetwork.ca

-

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION
CONTROL. Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment
installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.

REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF
BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS

Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211
DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300
OFFICE 705-322-9292
email digfarmdrain@hotmail.com
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,
GRAIN HAULING
\_ PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM 705-331-5371 )

.

Elmvale, Ontario

ADVERTORIAL _

There is help if you are struggling with
debt and unable to make ends meet

Tracy Green and her team at Ontario-Wide Financial offer
solutions for homeowners who can't afford to stay in their
homes and are considering selling to meet those financial
obligations. There are other options!

- Mortgages and home equity loans and credit lines
- Financing for income tax, property tax and mortgage arrears
- Bank turndowns
- Self-employed with no proof of income
- Retired with inadequate or no pension
- Bad or tarnished credit
- People in a consumer proposal or a past bankruptcy
- Reverse mortgages for people 55 years and older
- Help with credit clean up

Reverse mortgages can help you out of
financial insecurity without losing the equity

in your home.

- Maintain equity through mortgage payments or

- Make no payments and take lump sums as needed
A 5-year mortgage payment pause

- Up to 60% of the home's value can be put on a
5-year, no payment program.

Call Tracy Green to answer all your ques-
tions about any mortgage situation!
Tracy is a lifetime professional mortgage
consultant 37 years in the business and a
certified reverse mortgage specialist.

Very competitive rates

Broker FSRA Licence #12456 level 2
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Prov
ngwater - Oro-Medonte

www.dougdowney.ca
705-726-5538
14-20 Bell Farm Rd.
Barrie, ON
L4M 6E4

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca

F FIRE-ALERT Simcoe County & area

- Mobile fire extinguisher service & sales
- Commercial/Industrial/Farm/Residential
- NFPA 10 Compliant

Brad Ayres (705) 241-4574
brad @fire-alert.ca
FIRE-ALERT.CA

northwaytire@outlook.com

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.

24/7 Farm & Truck Service

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON LOG 1W0 (905) 939-7494

Simcoe County 4-H is in full swing for 2026!

Reports and photos submitted by Simcoe County 4-H

South Simcoe 4-H Hiking Club

By Parker Beaudry

On March 28th, the South Simcoe 4-H Hiking Club met
for the first time for a hike in Midhurst. The group met at the
Midhurst trail head located at the Simcoe County District
School Board office. When we were all gathered, we said
the 4-H pledge and started hiking. The trail was mostly cov-
ered by trees but at some points there were clearings where
we had to regroup and pick a path on which to go forward.
At one point in the hike, we arrived at a clearing that had a
train trestle bridge over the trail. Suddenly a train came by
and we waved to the conductor who waved back at us. In
this area we did our election of officers for the club. In some
sections the trail was steep so we had to hold onto ropes to
help us navigate the trail. On the hike we saw birds and
other wildlife that live in this area including the chickadee
and the common crow. At the end of the meeting we talked
about the land acknowledgment and closed the meeting with
the 4-H motto.

Hike for hospice, a great community event! On May 3rd,
the South Simcoe 4-H Hiking club participated in the Hike
for Hospice event at the Sheldon Creek Farm. This hike sup-
ports the Matthew’s House Hospice Foundation. There were
a variety of activities to do including live music, a barbecue

South Simcoe 4-H Cooking Club

By Anna Kamminga

The 2026 season has be-
gun for the South Simcoe 4-
H Cooking Club, this year we
are focusing on cooking with
Canadian Dairy. We have be-
gun to cook up some amaz-
ing dishes including tea bis-
cuits, yogurt, mac and
cheese, ranch dressing,
quiches, and cheese cake. We have been focusing on recipes
using Canadian Diary to support our local farmers. We have
also learned lots of different techniques in cooking like fold-
ing our tea biscuits, otherwise known as laminating, we also
learned how to make delicious whip cream, balancing our
flavors, and improving our knife skills. Another important
technique we are learning is adapting flavours and textures
to suit the preferences of our family, this ensures that our
meals are eaten and limiting food waste.

Some of the club favourites have been mac and cheese.
Also, a lot of us loved the cheese cake, choosing many dif-
ferent toppings.

Our next meeting we will be touring Sheldon Creek where
we get to learn about the business/entrepreneurial side of
the Dairy Industry as well as processing on a larger scale.
We are so excited to see what we cook up next.

E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca (@)

4-H Hiking Club ~

lunch and children's activities. The South Simcoe 4-H com-
munity Involvement club was also at this event volunteering
to run some of the activities. The hiking part of this event
had 3 distances, an accessible route, a 1.5 kilometer route
and a 2.8 kilometer route. After the hike we had lunch which
was a choice of a hotdog, hamburger, veggie burger or a
sausage on a bun with chili. Overall it was a great day for a
hike and all our members really enjoyed it. This event raised
over $184,000 for Matthew’s House Hospice Foundation.
We hope to see lots of 4-H members at this event next year!

4-H South Simcoe Poultry Club

By Catherine Reid

At the first meeting of the
South Simcoe 4-H poultry club,
we had so much fun. We did a roll
call-get-to-know-you game with
a parachute. We also played some
other really fun games with the
parachute! Then we did elections.
Afterwards, we talked about what
to do, and how to get your chick-
ens. We discussed the upcoming
Fur and Feather events. Then,
sadly the meeting was coming to
an end, but we still had a little
more time, so we played another
super fun game, human knot. It was getting late, so we had
a delicious snack and adjourned the meeting. It was great!

At the second meeting of the South Simcoe 4-H poultry
club, we got to see a variety of different animals and lots of
poultry at Brampton Fairgrounds Fur and Feather! We met
at 9:00am. We looked around at all the animals and talked
to the vendors for a while. Some members went home with
new animals! We also went around and promoted our up-
coming event - Fur & Feather B/S/T at the GNE fairgrounds
- June 27 2026. It was so cool to see all the animals!

Continued on page 13

Please visit our website for
information and current cash bids.

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

&

www.dunkerronelevators.ca

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years!
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Simcoe County 4-H reports continued from page 12.

Beeton-Bradford 4-H Dairy Club

By Brooklynn Downey

On April 19, 2026 we had our first Beeton-Bradford dairy
club meeting. Trish Downey hosted it at her house, and our
leaders are Trish Downey, Kathleen Aylard-Arseneau, and
Brian Fieldhouse. We started off the meeting with a roll call
of saying our name then our favorite dairy product. We then
moved on to a game of icebreakers. The game we played
was we got a word taped to our back and we got hints about
this word and we had to try and guess it. After we finished
the icebreakers game we moved on to jeopardy. We learned
different facts about dairy breeds, herd management,
anatomy, and more! We then did elections where Krysta as
President, Alexis as Vice President, Anna as Secretary, and
Brooklynn as News Reporter. We then did a name the body
part on the cow sheet to help familiarize the cows body
parts. After we took the sheet up, we talked about what we
would like to learn this year. Some things that were said
were clipping, judging your calf, and how to make ice cream.
We said the pledge and motto. Finally we finished the meet-
ing off with cookies and juice, and we adjourned our very
first dairy meeting of the 2026 year.

North Simcoe 4-H Crops Club
By Olivia Livingston

The first North Simcoe Crops club meeting was held at
Steve's shop on Sunday April 19. Our meeting began with a
fun game of bingo where we walked around to get to know
each other and check off one of our squares with something
we learned about them! We then had guest speakers Wayne
Simpson and Joel Bagg from quality seeds come and talk to
us about different hay seeds and forages you can plant as
well as when and what some of those plants require to live.
Following that we moved across the shop and looked at
some hay samples. We talked about how to judge hay then
took a chance to look at the samples and pick through them
a bit. Thank you to Steve Jones for hosting and to Wayne
Simpson and Joel Bagg for coming out to speak to us!

4-H Book Club

By Brooklynn Downey

On April 30th we had our very first book club meeting.
To start we played some icebreakers games. Then we chatted
about our theme this year: Canadian Authors. We decided
on Gordon Korman as our Canadian author and we are going
to read his book, I want to go home. We then played a game
of charades of book characters like Garfield, Draco Malfoy,
and Jameson Hawthrone. We finished with book jeopardy.
Soon we closed off the meeting with elections and snacks.
Congrats to Anna as our president, Victoria as our Vice Pres-
ident, Krysta as our secretary, and Brooklynn as our News
Reporter. We can’t wait for our next meeting!

South Simcoe 4-H Veterinarian Club
By Olivia Livingston

The South Simcoe Vet Club had the chance to go to Seneca
college to talk about parasites in large animals. Sue Gourley,
who is an RVT at seneca college, walked us around the barns
and the examination rooms where we saw many interesting
and new things Vet students work on. The vet club was later
invited back two weeks later where we then talked about
small animals parasites. Seneca college had prepared for us
to do some fecal egg counts of either your own sample or
one that was provided. It was really cool to see how it works
and what to look for. Huge thank you to Sue Gourley for her
time and Seneca college for having us!

South Simcoe Cookstown 4-H Beef Club

By Karly Worobec

On May 13th at 7:07 pm, the Cookstown 4-H Beef Club had their
second meeting. The meeting was joined by guest speaker Brian
Llewelly from Grand Valley Fortifiers. We covered popular Beef
breeds in Canada. We discussed some factors about cross breeding
and important characteristics for Beef. Had a brief discussion of what
and how much to feed our show cows. We did a mock judging using
showsticks. We discussed the day for the next meeting and who was
attending the Schomberg Fair. The meeting was closed at 9:00 pm.

+WNailfence
L Books

Read your way back to the country
June 5
Newmarket Public Library
June 6
Flesherton Public Library
June 9 & 10
Junior Farmer - Murphy's Farm
June 13
Whitby Public Library
June 20
$tiling Book Company
June 21
Nicholyn Famms
June 26
Meaford Public Library
June 27 & 28
Barrie Hill Farms

Spruce Valley
Novels

Into Town by Carolyn j Moris
lllusirations by Richard McNaughiton

More details at
railfencebooks.com/events

Railfence Punch

‘.'lll[:f'.l'lf.f‘. unrln |
R B Kids

Carolyn J Morris

905-729-4899
railfencebooks.com

North Simcoe 4-H Sheep Club
By Olivia Livingston

The North Simcoe Sheep Club had their first meeting
Thursday April 30th at ODAS Park. We started with roll call
which was "what is your favorite sheep breed?" The club
chatted about ways to fundraise. Elections were held, then
we soon got into an activity Ashley organized for the group.
We played games to identify sheep breeds, parts of a sheep,
and a basic sheep knowledge quiz.

South Simcoe 4-H Sheep Club
By Olivia Livingston

The South Simcoe Sheep Club held their second meeting
of the year on April 29th. The meeting started by blindly
picking a type of barn to build a miniature model of as a
team as well as to make personal floor plans for how we
would like them to look if we had that type of structure. The
different barns included a coverall, bank barn, and a pasture
shed. It was an amazing team bonding experience and very
fun to think about how we would design our own layout.
Thank you to Chris and Leo Atkinson for hosting!

South Simcoe 4-H Fishing Club

By Olivia Livingston

The first two meetings for the South Simcoe Fishing club
took place in late March - early April. The first meeting took
place at Bass Pro shops/Cabelas. As a group we moved to
the back of the store in the fishing section where we talked
to Mike and Christy about different kinds of fish and what
certain fish like. We then went to look at and discuss rods,
lures, bait, and line. A huge thank you to Mike, Christy, and
Holly from Cabelas! The second meeting we met at leader,
Jackie's, place where Ryan taught us how to tie flys and we
talked about different fish and facts about them. Thank you
to Ryan for helping us, Jackie for hosting and Lynn McCal-
lum for snacks!

on-site technical advice.

e tree planting

tile drain control boxes
and more!

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards
abandoned well decommissioning

Call us today about your project!

Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 - www.nvca.on.ca
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After The Chores: Vehicles

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

We had to do the “new to us vehicle” replacement this
past month. The one advantage of going through not-great
experiences is the lessons we learn from them.

My first vehicle came with my first off-farm job. My
sweet Dad knew I was longing for my own car. Dad also
was a very difficult person to share a car with. He actually
would get down on his knees and scrub hubcaps with a brush
and foamy “Tide”. He drove around mud puddles like they
were bombs and avoided sideroads because that made the
car dirty again. The idea of me using his car to drive the few
kilometres once per week in the evening for this tiny first
job was just too much. I found a low priced many years
from new Ford car ad in the newspaper. The seller immedi-
ately came out with the car and seemed a trustworthy kindly
older man. The Ford was sky blue and it was a two door, it
was love at first sight for me.

This old Ford had just over 100,000 miles on it- but the
tattered seats were so low that it was an effort to crawl out
of them. Dad bought the car that I wanted so much and de-
clared, once I officially got this job, he “didn’t want it”. We
each had paid for half of it. Dad then gave his half to me -
that was how Dad operated, he was just the nicest guy except
to share vehicles with. That old Ford didn’t seem to have
much energy and we found out why later. The 100,000
miles on it was true, but the unknown was whether this was
the second or third or fourth time around. The seller got in
serious legal trouble from others for “backing up” mileage

counters in his business. Whenever I see a sky blue car with
two big doors, I can remember that “first car” feeling of
total independence.

I showed dairy goats and using my Dad’s truck meant I
had to have that truck literally spotless within 12 hours of
the goats leaving it. That truck is now owned by my brother
and he still- decades later- has people wanting to purchase
it. I had to sweep it out, then hose it out with water and then
wash it out with foamy “Tide” with a brush and then rinse it
out. And Dad checked- carefully after each use. If I missed
a spot, I would be back out there with a bucket of water and
a brush, fixing it. I decided | REALLY needed my own truck
to show goats.

Through someone I knew, I got to buy a GMC Sierra
truck from its original owner that had the same mindset as
my Dad. This truck shone to the point it sparkled in the sun-
shine. It was midnight black with shiny chrome everywhere
and it was a showpiece even in its 10th year. The seats were
immaculate and it looked like the truck was never touched.
I was beyond proud of it and parked it in the front field and
dressed it up inside with show ribbons. I often went to visit
the truck just to admire it sparkling in the sunshine. Dad
told me to drive it but instead I continued to drive my old
car.

The first goat show that spring was a buck show held at
ODAS Park in Orillia. I decided this was going to be my
“new” truck’s maiden voyage. My Dad and both my brothers
had to help me push my one entry to show, in the truck. I
had a 3 year old Sannen buck named Nazareth that was
huge. Once his hoof touched the back of the truck, he froze
in place, refusing to move. It took four of us to get him
finally boarded. I was beyond happy and proud to leave
home that day in my very own new decade old truck.

At ODAS Park, my (still to this day) dear friend Doris
and another person had to help me haul Nazareth out of the
truck as he again refused to move. Once on the ground, he

walked like an obedient dog despite being massive. That
day, Nazareth went down in my history book as being one
of the few times that I ever won a best in show title. I was
walking on clouds, when Doris and I and the other person
were huffing and puffing getting Nazareth finally back on
my truck. We had to put a rope around his collar and with
two pushing and one pulling, we managed to haul him in.
With the big best in show trophy beside me, I could hardly
wait to get home to share my incredible news.

I was almost out of ODAS Park, when I touched the brake
for the exit- and no response. NO BRAKES was my real-
ization and I did not know what to do. Nazareth, albeit a
best in show winner, was not coming off that truck with just
me involved. And if I could get him off the truck, who wants
to transport and oversized buck goat in the backseat of a
car? This was before cell phones. No choice I could see but
go home.

I can tell you that it is not advisable to be driving 30 km/h
top speed on Highway 12 on a weekend. When I get nervous
driving, I slow down and this drive I was absolutely terrified.
I expect all the words from the open mouths of drivers pass-
ing me, were not compliments. I kept the radio on high on
a country music station so could hear nobody. The upright
lone finger and the fist shaking at me did not make me feel
any braver. My family was freaking out by the time I finally
pulled my “new” truck in at home. After I got the bill paid
for brake line replacements, my Dad gently explained this
was why I needed to drive it, not just look at it, after I first
got it.

We found a new-to-us vehicle finally last month. Its
maiden distance voyage was a show, a Rabbit show in this
decade of my life. I lined the back with blankets and asked
the rabbits to please not share their fur.

As I drove past the ODAS Park intersection in the new-
to-us vehicle, I thanked God I had brakes.

-
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Farmer Tim

e

True North Mechanical
Air Specia [ist
Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA

Serving Simcoe County and Suwoumfing Area.

There’s a funny thing that happens as
you get older... the very things that used
to drive you crazy about your parents
start happening to you.

Today’s example: I set a box of grease
fittings on the fender of the tractor. You
can probably see where this story is go-
ing. I drove off... and about thirty sec-
onds later I heard that unmistakable
crunch.

Sure enough, I had run them over.

Grease fittings everywhere.

Scattered across the lane like some
kind of tiny metal confetti, while I wan-
dered around picking them up and shak-
ing my head at myself.

And while I was doing that, it hit me
that this is also the same stage of life
where you set something down some-
where and then spend the next fifteen
minutes wandering around the barn, the
shop, and the tractor cab trying to re-
member where in the world you put it.

You open drawers. You check your
pockets. You retrace your steps.

Eventually, you find it sitting in the
most obvious place possible — exactly
where you put it.

And standing there today picking fit-

tings out of the gravel, I couldn’t help
but laugh because I remember getting
annoyed when my dad did things like
that. Or when he’d say, “Hold the flash-
light over here so I can see better,” while
working on something in the barn.

I’d stand there thinking, How can he
not see that?

Well, the funny thing is that these days
I catch myself saying the exact same
words to my own kids. “Can you hold
the flashlight here a minute?”

Turns out the years have a way of
sneaking up on you.

But the older I get, the more I realize
those little moments were never really
about the dropped tools, the lost parts,
or the flashlight. They were about time
spent together. Quiet moments in the
barn. Learning by watching. Helping
even when the job was small.

So maybe the moral of today’s story
is this:

One day you’ll find yourself standing
in the driveway picking grease fittings
out of the gravel and doing the very
things you swore you’d never do.

And if you’re lucky, there will be a
kid nearby holding the flashlight for you.

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his stories through
social media for many years. Tim is quoted saying
“All farmers need to get their stories out there and have fun while they do it!”
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Dew,
Determination
& a Harvest of

Hope

They say of the weather
“if you wet your feet with
dew in the morning, you may
keep them dry for the rest of
the day.” We certainly
needed our rubber boots for
the dew last year because the
water wasn’t falling as rain!
In fact, the dew was what
kept some of our crops alive
during the driest parts of our
growing season. After the
amazing 2024 growing sea-
son we were met with one of
the driest years we have seen
in 2025 for the North Simcoe
GRAIN project, a group of
local farmers who grow
crops to help alleviate
poverty around the world
through the Canadian Food-
grains Bank.

In spite of the weather, we
celebrated our 25th year of
crop production in 2025!
Our local farmers and indus-
tries came together to grow
83 acres of soybeans.

The Spence family
planted and sprayed the
beans. The soybean seed was
provided by DeKalb and the
weed control was from
Bayer with the fertilizer
coming from Homes Agro.
The Spring family and Matt
Ververs harvested the soy-
beans with their combines,
while the Hummelinks used
grain buggies to transport the
crop alongside the Lang-
mans.

BANK BALANCE:
$4,955.81

CROP SOLD ON 83
ACRES: $32,977.44
DONATIONS :
$17,196.45
EXPENSES : $ 8,620
TOTAL DONATED:
$54,160

In its 25 years the North
Simcoe GRAIN Project has
raised $1,756,703 and with
a 4:1 match by the govern-
ment this number means that
$8,783,515 has gone to in-
crease food security around
the world. Please contact us
if you would like to con-
tribute.

Galatians 6:9 “Let us not
become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up.”

Morley Minty, Treasurer
Roger Spence,
Production Manager
Luke Langman,
Coordinator

(705) 716 7744

From Markham to Muskoka: Thomas Hamill and the

Founding of Hamill’s Hotel

Markham-born Thomas Lyman
Hamill entered the world in 1818,
the eldest son of Irish immigrants
Thomas and Margaret. He grew up
on a farm and likely assumed that’s
all he would ever do, all he would
ever know. As a youngster growing
up north of ‘Muddy York’, he
couldn’t have known that he would one day found a beloved cottage country
resort.

In 1856, the 38-year-old Thomas married 19-year-old Annie Neal. The
couple first settled on a small farm in Middlesex County and began a family.
Over the next fifteen years the number of mouths to feed swelled to seven,
stretching resources. When Thomas learned of free land in Muskoka he

llage
storles

by Andrew Hind

jumped at the opportunity. The family arrived on the shores of wild and

rugged Lake Joseph in 1871, where three more children would join the fam-
ily.

Thomas came north as modest settler content to work his land but, as it
was for so many of Muskoka’s homesteaders, gains from farming were
meager at best. The land simply wasn’t as arable as people had been led to
believe. Seeking an additional source of revenue, he and his eldest son,
Thomas Jr. (born 1857) began to earn money guiding sportsmen to the best
fishing and hunting spots in the area and by renting boats for
their use. It was far more lucrative than pinning one’s hopes
on the bounty of the soil, and besides, at age 53 Thomas Sr.
knew his best sod-busting days were behind him.

Recognizing that guiding sportsmen and hosting vaca-
tioners was easier than the backbreaking toil of tilling fields,
the Hamills decided to go all in. They expanded the family
home to accommodate twenty-five guests — not just hunters
and anglers, but vacationing families as well — and by 1890
was advertised Hamill’s Hotel in Toronto newspapers. In ad-
dition to ready access to prime fishing and hunting locales,
the hotel also boasted hearty home-cooked meals and com-

and Annie had rolled the financial dice and emerged a win-
ner.

The 1890s saw a rush of lakeside inns opening in
Muskoka, kicking off what many consider the golden age of
the summer resort industry. Hamill’s Hotel was at the fore-
front of the hospitality bandwagon and profited by being rel-
atively early out of the gate.

The resort would grow and thrive over the decades that
followed. By 1909 the resort welcomed as many as 100

guests at a time with amenities including lawn bowling and croquet greens,
tennis courts, a dance hall, and children’s daily ‘recreation and amusements’
— an early kids’ club of sorts. It was considered a top tier resort.

Known variously as Hamill’s Point Hotel, Highland Inn, and Lantern Inn
as it changed hands over the years, the resort endured until 1949. It was
then transformed into a cottage property. The main hotel was torn down, but
some outbuildings remain to this day. Sadly, as the years pass fewer people
remember Hamill’s Hotel.

To preserve its memory, I included Hamill’s Hotel in my new book, Time-
less Hospitality: Historic Resort of Muskoka (Dundurn Press). Many of
Muskoka’s resorts were founded under similar circumstances as Hamill’s
Hotel — homesteaders realizing a better life could be had by hosting wealthy
vacationers.

The Muskoka of today owes its prosperity and reputation to these early
settlers who founded the vacation industry out of necessity.

Andrew Hind has published a new book titled Timeless Hospitality —
Historic Resorts of Muskoka. The book explores nearly two dozen former
resorts across Muskoka, highlighting their rise and decline while tracing the
region’s early development as a tourism destination. You can find Mr. Hind’s
new book on Amazon.

My office is here to assist with any federal
programs including CRA, Passports, Service

plete serenity in a secluded bay. The public loved it. Thomas /? Canada, and Immigration.
5 4
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DOUG SHIPLEY MP

BARRIE - SPRINGWATER - ORO-MEDONTE
DOUG.SHIPLEY@PARL.GC.CA - (7(
DOUGSHIPLEYMP.CA

Now Receiving Soybeans and Corn, call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing

SN S

e Corn
 Wheat
e Soybean

Receiving

in Oro-Medonte
705-720-0431

Now onllne Up-to -date Cash bids for old and new crop corn soys and wheat

Visit us online at Www.addlsgraln.cﬂm
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UV T ENIGS

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS
CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

- Barn painting - Pressure
washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying

Fully WSIB Insured and repair

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
WWww.cravenmaintenance.ca
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Spring Stitching and Quilt Show Inspirations

By Janis Hamilton

Is spring really on the horizon, or is just an illusion. With
spring comes Quilt Shows and there are a few listed as well
as Shop Hops that we all enjoy and say as we walk in the
stores, “we don’t need a thing!”” and of course end up finding
the perfect tool or amazing new line of fabric that can quietly
be placed in our stash before anyone notices. Is that how all
those extra tools end up in the workshop? I guess it’s only
fair either way.

Orillia had their Sunshine Quilt show May 8-9th at
ODAS Park just on the outskirts of town. We arrived as the
show opened and one Retirement home from Orillia residents
were just ahead of us in the line up to pay. You don’t have to
still be quilting up a storm to still want to see what is new
and what is still awe inspiring. This show certainly didn’t
disappoint. There were vendors there who showed us the
latest, a guild quilt store with prices that I know quilters
wondered how the price could be so low, but perhaps they
just love sewing and sharing their projects so we can all
enjoy them and then we were given a ballot for voting on
our favourite wall hanging and full-sized quilt.

One quilt was what they refer to as a “whole quilt”. It is
sewn on one fabric with no piecing and the outstanding work
is the stitching. The quilt was from an estate and the quilter
(Joyce Hird) did the work by hand and it was all hand quilted.
What a labour of love!

Another wall hanging was a block of the month. “Block
of the month”, you pay monthly for instructions on how to
complete the block and with this one all the embellishments
came and then you made the block with the wool and did

Farms - Commercial

exquisite embroidery on it to put the
final touches on this outstanding quilt.
Donna Thompson made the insects
on each block feel as though you
could touch them. Although the
blocks were outstanding, Rose Bell
of Fancyfeathers.ca did the quilting
around all the insects and certainly
moved the wow factor way up the
scale. Hope you can see the details in
the photo to the right..

There was a great selection of
modern, applique, Sachiko stitching
threads and patterns, Japanese fabric,
sewing machines, kits just ready to
be made up by those attending and of
course demonstrations by dedicated
guild members all weekend long. =

There were a few samples of miniature qullts as well.
They are defined as small versions of full-sized quilts and
range in size between 12-24 inches square. Depending on
the pattern the pieces can be Y4”.

So if you get a chance to visit the show in Feversham on
May 29th and 30th from 10-4 each day. It is called “A Story
of Stitches’ quilt exhibit and it will be another stunning
event. Lunch can be purchased. It is at Osprey Community
Arena 494196 Grey Road 2, Feversham. Accessible Facility
and free parking and only $10 admission. Happy quilting
and road tripping.

| SWB Insurance Brokers

|||'¢ Somerville s
Nurserles Inc.

(Smith, Williams and Bateman Insurance Brokers Ltd.)
We have been insuring farms and agribusinesses
for 76 years (So Farl)

- Residential - Automobile

Professional Liability - Cyber
Life Insurance - Travel Coverage - Etc.

16700 Yonge Street Box 2005
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 6W4
905-895-2591 | 905-773-6266

Contact Us Today to Place an 0rder |,,,|
705-435-6258 x 106

1-800-263-1520
info@swbins.com

info@somervillenurseries.com
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East Lake Simcoe Quilt Show Transforms
Cannington Church into Fabric Art Gallery

Story by Cathy Hamill-Hill

In 2011 my husband found a 1969 Oliver 2150 tractor in the
states. His Dad and cousin drove down and picked it up.
Since then the tractor has done a little bit of farm work but it
is mainly used as a pulling tractor at our local fairs. My hus-
band has a love for Oliver tractors. He asked me if | could
make him and his cousin a quilt with Oliver tractor fabric. It
was not easy to find but | did manage to find some and of
course | bought it all! | made them each the same quilt.

— Description and photo by Laura Campsall

The Trinity United Church
in Cannington on April 24th
and 25th was transformed
into what looked like paint-
ings done on fabric for the
East Lake Simcoe Quilt
Show. There were quilts dis-
played draped over pews,
over the balcony, and others
on giant stands, and some
were placed on a wall. There
were massive king-sized
quilts and ones small enough
to attach to a bulletin board.
The quilts themselves were
eye-popping, and the at-
tached cards with the stories
behind the quilts were a gift
to the Show visitors. One
quilt was made from random
scraps, another was made to
honour the quilt maker’s hus-
band’s love of a specific type
of tractor, and another with
Monarch butterflies was designed for a friend’s 60th birthday.
Quilts, it seems from this show, is about a story in the life of
the quilt creator.

There were 126 magnificent quilts at the Show, and all
were made by the host, members of the East Lake Simcoe
Quilters Guild (ESQG). President of the ESQG Carole Dit-
omaso explains, “Our 30 members made these 126 quilts.
This is our first Show since before COVID-19. We meet at
1:00 on the last Monday of the month because a lot of us
don’t like driving at night now. We are happy so many people
chose to come to our Show.”

Every organlzatlon needs a
leader, and the East Lake
Simcoe Quilters Guild is led
by Carole Ditomaso. Carole
is also a quilter, and several
of her quilts were featured at
the Show.

— Photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | EImvale, Ontario
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BEECSHEALE  DIESEL SERVICE INc.

MEMGEBER
Gas & Diesel, Fuel Injectors

Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps
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Tel: (705) 733-3787 » 1-800-862-3405

Fax: (705) 733-3789

Joe Roach, Manager 66 Morrow Road, Barrie

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER

Where every photo becomes a Masterpiece

705-321-2592

RundlesPhotography.com @rundles_photography
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Local Producers and Artisans Shine at Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

The Sunderland Maple
Syrup Festival (SMSF)
welcomed about 10,000
visitors to Sunderland on
April 11 and 12. There are
no official numbers yet but
SMSF Treasurer Donna
Beattie estimates, “about
8,000 people came on Sat-
urday as it was perfect
weather”. Saturday had
sunshine all day and people
came from across the
province. “SMSF has peo-
ple come from London
(Ontario) to Kingston and
all in between,” she re-
ported adding this is a “free
family festival” and if peo-
ple brought their own pic-
nic lunches, they could en-
joy it with no cost involved.

The Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival featured a variety of
artists and artisans, including the Lavlee Creations vendor
booth. The booth showcased handmade candles made from
100% pure soy, created by Lave and Alice Izgerean of Manilla,
pictured above. With more than 80 scents available, popular
spring favourites included Lily of the Valley and Lilac.

The Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival (SMSF) is a spring event like no other. A massive

the market must be completely dismantled at the
end of each day so traffic can resume. Visitors could
be seen on Saturday carrying large bags of shopping,
often filled with locally produced maple syrup.

Close to 400 people purchased low priced tickets
for a bus ride to the Harder Family’s maple syrup
operation. Visitors were invited to walk out to the
sugar bush and see the maple syrup being made in
the sugar house using the newest technology. The
Harder Family has been part of the SMSF from its
very first planning discussion with its founder, Susan
Wright of Sunderland.

SMSF has three key objectives, Beattie explains.
The first is to give local maple syrup producers a
place to promote and sell their products. The second
is to promote local artisans and artists and give them
a place to sell their works. The third objective is to
promote the community of Sunderland and offer
youth volunteer opportunities. “Students get their
volunteer hours (needed for graduation) at the Fes-
tival, this year we had about 50 students,” she re-
ported.

Stay tuned and save the date as next year is the

Local maple syrup producers were a
major part of the Sunderland Maple
Syrup Festival, including Trevor Barr,
pictured above, and his brother
Cameron of Droptine Maple Syrup.
Their display had sold about 150 bot-
tles of maple syrup by late Saturday

outdoor market closes portions of Sunderland’s main street and several side streets, creating

a unique experience in itself. The streets are reopened at a specific time each day, meaning

AGBUSINESS

PHONE: 705-722-0138

EMAIL:

farmview@on.aibn.com

big 30th Anniversary for the SMSF.

afternoon during the busy festival
weekend.

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 11 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 1 month FREE!

We’re working on
our next |ssue-

.
'
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Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL » RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

DALSTON STORE

This summer, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE ¢ FARM SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
* Masterfeeds /
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
* Electric fencing supplies
+ Gates + Bale Feeders
1696 Penetangwshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario  Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079

RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including

new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors.

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North ‘Mecﬁamca[

Air S}oeaaﬁst

Meeting all your heating and air condltlonmg needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe County and Surrmmcﬁ’rg Area.

<@ 1l EM&[Z@ ’4 pﬂm

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting

Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

Primo Service,
Primo Quality,
Primo People/

=1 PRIMO
a0 aenerarion PAVING .ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)
F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Maintenance & Repairs
Chainsaw Sharpening, Tire Changing, Balancing & Sales,
Hydraulic Hose & Crimping, Custom Built Trailers & Wiring,
Welding & Custom Fabricating,
Colin's Custom Cnc Plasma Cutting
Tool & Equipment Rentals
Local Pick up & Delivery Available

(705) 434-2308
www.colinssmallengines.com
colinssmallengines@hotmail.com

6126 Concession Rd 3
Everett ON LOM 1J0

The Wet Basement Specialist
05 Waterproofing Inc.

416-677-8780
Waterproofing - Concrete Work
Underpinning - Foundation Repairs
Excavation & more

Christian Farmers Federation
of Ontario,

Central Ontario District:
info@christianfarmers.org
1-855-800-0306
christianfarmers.org

OFA Members Service Representative:
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276

email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444

email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca

705-726-9300 ext 1224

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

WetBasementSpecialist.ca

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com

Peel County Federation of Agriculture
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com

OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and

Grey Ag Services: York:
519-986-3756

info@greyagservices.ca

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca

York Region Federation of Agriculture

york@ofa.on.ca

Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement
Association

1-800-265-9751
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org
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Tick Season is here. Protect yourself and your pets.

As warmer weather returns to Ontario, so
does an unwelcome seasonal hazard: ticks.
Once considered primarily a concern in lim-
ited regions, blacklegged ticks, also known
as deer ticks, are now established across much
of the province. With them comes an in-
creased risk of tick-borne illnesses, including
Lyme disease, making prevention more im-
portant than ever for both humans and pets.

Ticks are small, most often not larger than
a sesame seed, and their bites are typically
painless. That means many people don’t re-
alize they’ve been bitten. In Ontario, black-
legged ticks can carry bacteria, viruses, and
parasites that cause diseases such as Lyme
disease, anaplasmosis, and Powassan virus.

Health officials note that ticks are most
active from spring through late fall, but they
can be present anytime when the temperature
rises above freezing. With many of us enjoy-
ing outdoor activities such as hiking, garden-
ing and walking pets, the potential for expo-
sure has dramatically increased.

Where do we find ticks? Ticks live in
wooded areas, tall grasses, shrubs, and leaf
litter. They do not jump or fly but instead
wait on vegetation and attach themselves to
passing humans or animals. This includes

' CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

email:

parks and backyards that can pose a risk if
conditions are favourable.

Dogs running through grass and brush are
easy targets for ticks and bring them into the
home, which can increase the risk for hu-
mans.

So how do we protect ourselves and our
pets? The most effective way to prevent tick-
borne illness is to avoid tick bites altogether.
There are a few key ways.

First when heading outdoors, wear long
sleeves, long pants, and closed-toe shoes.
Tucking pant legs into socks creates a barrier
that makes it harder for ticks to reach the
skin. Light-coloured clothing can also help
make ticks easier to spot.

Insect repellents are another useful line of
defence. Products containing DEET or
icaridin are recommended and considered
safe when used as directed. Applying repel-
lent to both skin and clothing can significantly
reduce the likelihood of ticks attaching. Stay-
ing on marked trails and avoiding brushing
against tall grass or shrubs can further reduce
exposure.

Even with taking precautions, ticks can
still find their way onto the body. Anytime
you or your pet has spent time outdoors a

tick check should be taken.

It is recommended that you carefully in-
spect the entire body, paying close attention
to areas such as behind the knees, underarms,
scalp, groin, and around the waist. Showering
shortly after coming indoors can help wash
off unattached ticks. Placing clothes in a dryer
on high heat for at least 10 minutes can kill
any ticks that may be hiding in fabric.

Our pets require similar care. Dogs and
outdoor cats are especially vulnerable, as
ticks often attach to their fur and skin. It is
recommended that daily tick checks for pets,
particularly after walks in wooded or grassy
areas happen. Common hiding spots include
around the ears, neck, under the collar, and
between toes. Preventive treatments such as
tick collars, topical medications, or oral pre-
scriptions are highly effective and can be pre-
scribed by your veterinarian. Also keeping
the lawn trimmed, removing leaf litter, and
creating barriers such as gravel or woodchips
around yards can also reduce tick habitats
near the home.

What should you do if you find a tick?
Prompt removal reduces the risk of disease
transmission. It is reported that a tick must
be attached for at least 24 hours to transmit

By Dennis Gannon

Lyme disease bacteria. To remove a tick, use
fine-tipped tweezers, grasp it as close to the
skin as possible, and pull straight out without
twisting. There are tick removal tools avail-
able particularly for dogs. The area should
then be cleaned with soap and water or dis-
infectant. It is important to watch for symp-
toms such as fever, fatigue, joint pain, or a
characteristic “bull’s-eye” rash. Look for
these signs in the days and weeks following
a bite. Check with your health care profes-
sional as early treatment is recommended
with antibiotics and is generally effective if
Lyme disease is detected promptly.

The presence of ticks in Ontario is unlikely
to disappear and the risks they pose can be
managed with awareness and simple precau-
tions. Health officials stress that enjoying the
outdoors remains both safe and beneficial and
following these steps, individuals can take
steps to protect themselves and their pets.

As tick populations continue to expand
across the province, there is one clear mes-
sage: prevention is the most powerful tool
we have in reducing the impact of tick-borne
disease. For more information on ticks and
human contact, check with your local health
unit.

Free classified word ad's can be mailed, emailed or faxed by the 15th of the month for the next month's issue.
Telephone orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Ad's run for one month only and must be re-
submitted each month to be repeated. Mailing information is on page 4.

farmview@on.aibn.com

COMING SOON!
Be immersed in hay making at Forage Expo 2026

AUCTIONS

Kevin Barker & Greg Snoddon Auctions

Get into the field and experience the latest
in hay equipment and technology at Forage
Expo. A day dedicated to hay and those that
make it happen.

The event, hosted by Ontario Forage
Council (OFC) and East Central Region Soil
& Crop Improvement Association, will be
happening at 1810 County Rd 45, Norwood,
ON (30 minutes east of Peterborough) on
July 9, 2026 from 10am to 3pm.

Forage Expo is the must-attend event for
anyone serious about forage production. This
year’s demonstrations will feature top-tier
equipment from the industry’s leading man-
ufacturers, giving attendees an exclusive look
at the latest innovations hitting the market.

More than just a showcase, Forage Expo
offers head-to-head field trials where you’ll
see the newest forage tools in action. From
mowers and conditioners to rakes, tedders,
mergers, balers, and more, every piece of
equipment is geared toward one thing: help-
ing producers harvest faster, smarter, and
with better results.

Ian McDonald and Christine O’Reilly

" |

Free Classifieds i

from OMAFA, will once again work their
magic, making sure you get the most of the
demonstrations and answering your ques-
tions.

Don’t forget to stop by the trade show and
visit the many vendors who play a big part
in making the day happen. New this year we
have Producers Alley, where large scale hay
buyers are present to connect with you, the
hay producer.

This is a FREE event and no registration
is required. Lunch will be available for pur-
chase on-site.

Looking to connect with a highly targeted,
forage-focused audience? Forage Expo 2026
offers prime opportunities for trade show ex-
hibits, equipment demonstrations, and event
sponsorships.

For more information about Forage Expo,
please visit https://onforagenetwork.ca/on-
tario-forage-council/forage-expo/

To learn more about OFC please visit:
https://onforagenetwork.ca/ontario-forage-
council/

! Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-proflt:
1 individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must |

! reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone !

1 orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 1
: only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use :
I the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 1

. | advertisement.

r

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com

Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W7

L

Timed online consignment auctions featuring farm and construction
equipment, tractors, vehicles, trailers, tools and much more.
The next online sale is the
June Consignment Sale,

June 15th - 22nd, 2026

Visit our website for more information
www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

705-328-1478
3484 Hwy. 35 Lindsay, Ontario

FREE ADS MASONRY SERVICES STRAWBERRY SUPPER
McCormick International i
Harvester, #10 Grain Drill, Knox Church Alliston
Forage King 36 FT, Skeleton -
Hay Elevator, Hay Wagon 18 IEVII Noble Szt(;tal:vbfejry Su;:pser on
x 18 FT asonry o1 June at v pm.
Please call 705-458-9424. Spemallst Come and enjoy a
For sale, 150 small square great meal of salads
bales of 2nd cut hay. Very dh ith
%?ﬁhagguea%%. sﬁ%l?gl’/b:llﬁ M 905-904-1570 - and ham wi
chases. Call 647-619-7997 -keanblez@gma"-C()m strawberries and cake.
(leave message for call |+ Service areas include & $20 for adults and

back/or text)

Wanted Rototiller that works.
Please call 705-440-3567.

YOUR AD HERE

Barrie, Durham
and the GTA

$5 for children under
10. Takeout available.
160 King St S., Alliston

This is a well-used,
reliable bike W|th
approximately

55,000 km. For more
photos, videos, or to
inquire, please call
or text 705-627-6710

or email
watkinstrenton1@
gmail.com.




Sales - Parts - Service - Rentals

Page 20 FARM VIEW June 2026

SINCE 1955

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & Center line Rd

ON, LOM 150

Erin Location:

9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON,

NOB1TO

Certified Parts, Sales, & Service

Used Equlpment

center pivot trailed , 11’6’
cutting width , semi swing
tine conditioner, adjustable
swath settings, adjustable
cutterbar, 540 RPM, Unit

is located at Stewarts in
Stayner.

hours showing : 2100, cab with
heat and air, rubber tracks , high
flow , front auxilliary hydraulics ,
hydraulic quick coupler, bucket
Unit is located at Stewarts

Equipment in Erin.
$53,500

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

"'
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KubotaMZOGOHDCC 12

hours showing: 793, 4wd,
diesel, 64 PTO Hp, cab/heat/
air, Nokian Tires, 360/70r20
fronts, 440/80r30 rears,
radio, Kubota M37 Loader,
Mechanical SS coupler, In

J Erin. 574,700

rock-o-matic rock plcker
540 rpm, Unit is located at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.
Stock Number: YU0401
Serial Number: OH78544

$4,600

”i‘\

{New Holland 218

2230 hours showing, cab/
heat/air, 10x16.5 tires,
hydraulic QC, 66" low pro
bucket front aux hydraulics,
2 speed, hand/foot controls,
Unit is located at Stewart’s

Equipment in Erin. $38,900

hours showing: 11029,
4wd, cab with heat and air,
auto lube system, opti shift,
hydraulic QC, bucket, 23.5r-
25 tires, Unit is located at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$106,500

519-833-9616

705-428-3132

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,

LOLTLO

705-458-0871

Factory Trained Technicians

JJohn Deere 757"

] hours showing : 573.6, gas,

four post rops , mower deck,
Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Erin.

Stock Number: U29498
Serial Number:

TC0757B043240 56,300

hours showing: 4680.4, ROPS,
10x16.5 tires, hand/foot con-
trols, front auxilliary hydrau-
lics, hydraulic quick attach,
no bucket. Unit is locate at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$24,900

hours shbwing: 781.9, diesel,_

4wd, ROPS, kubota bt601
backhoe with mechanical
thumb, & bt2931 bucket,
kubota 1a240 Idr with bucket,
kubota bx2750d snowblower

$19,800

hours showing:458.5, 4WD,
cab/heat/air, 14.9r28 fronts,
front fenders, 18.4r38 rears,
2 remotes, 16x16 auto shift,
fender mounted switches,
540 rpm, metal plessis

snow blade $726,900

Erin519-833-9616
Cookstown 705-458-0871
Stayner 705-428-3132

hours showing : 2982.9, cab
unit with heat and air, NEW
rubber tracks , hydraulic
thumb, Unit is located at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$64,900

hours showing : 1941,
diesel, cab with heat and
air, rubber track machine
, 80" low profile bucket,
Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Stayner.

$66,900

fl G

Follow Us




from all of us at Farm View

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.

Farm View >0

- GUELPH Y = iz  Community
is proud to (QRGANIC ===

Events
support CONFERENCE
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A FyORUI\in@ R e ¥ [ Yourh FoRuM |

YoutH FORUM

A newspaper with something for everyone

email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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