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During the recent Keep Kids Safe Workshop, | p
Jed (left) and Malcolm (right) assisted Colton :
in a simulated choking emergency during a
practice rescue scenario. &
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Agriculture’s 85th Anniversary - Maple Weekend at Maple Heights
Farm - Keep Kids Safe Workshop - Marketing Updates from Addis

Grain’s Spring Meeting - New projects and funding announcements
for the Ag Community
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BAGcalendar

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural roups,
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at 25 per
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

May 2nd: Sunshine Fibre Fest

Fabulous fleece and fibre festival featuring diverse ven-
dors, demonstrations, live animals and more! Taking place
on May 2nd at the ODAS Park 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

https://sunshinefibrefest.ca

May 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the June issue of
Farm View is Thursday, May 14th.

May 22nd: EImvale ‘We Lend a Hand’ Screening

The documentary film We Lend A Hand: The Forgotten
Story of Ontario Farmerettes screens in Elmvale, Ontario on
May 22nd at the EImvale Community Hall (33 Queen St W,
Elmvale, ON.) More information and how to purchase
your tickets can be found in the article on page 9.

May 23rd: E.D.G.E. Annual Plant Sale

E.D.G.E. plant sale will take place on May 23rd. Locally
grown perennials, hostas, ornamental grasses, shrubs and
veggies. Location Heritage Park Hwy 92, Elmvale 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. Please see the ad on page 19.

June 26th: Bolton Truck and Tractor Pull

The Bolton Truck & Tractor Pull will be held at Albion
Bolton Fairgrounds 150 Queen St. S., Bolton on Friday June
26, 2026. 6 p.m. start

Contact: Tom & Heather French at 416-580-9323.

Wednesdays ongoing: Open Stage at The Hive

Wednesdays, after chores: Open Stage at The Hive Restaurant
& Pub, 1441 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach, 6-9 p.m. A sup-
portive place to share music, poems, stories, or magic! Host
Don Beaulieu. Professional sound system. Reserve a dinner
table: text 705-606-0500. Sign up for stage time after arrival.

Minister MacDonald
announces Agriculture
Canada collaborating with
Soil Council to develop
National Soil Health Strategy

This past March the Honourable Heath MacDonald, Min-
ister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, announced that the Gov-
ernment of Canada is committed to advancing the National
Agricultural Soil Health Strategy, with Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC) partnering with the Soil Conservation
Council of Canada (SCCC) on its development. This work
builds on the important leadership undertaken by the Senate,
including significant contributions from the Honourable
Robert Black, Senator for Ontario, and is supported by Bill
S230, An Act respecting the development of a national strat-
egy for soil health protection, conservation and enhancement.
It recognizes the critical role of soil health in supporting
Canada’s agricultural productivity, sustainability, and re-
silience.

Minister MacDonald emphasized that the Strategy is be-
ing developed collaboratively with partners across the sector,
reflecting soil as a critical national asset that underpins the
livelihood of Canadian farmers, national food security and
environmental outcomes. The significant work already un-
derway by the SCCC and industry partners was recognized
as having created strong momentum, which will be leveraged
to inform and accelerate the development of the Strategy.

The development of the National Agricultural Soil Health
Strategy will be informed through regular engagement with
provinces and territories, Indigenous agricultural groups,
producer organizations, academia and industry. Engagement
will take place starting this Spring to ensure the Strategy ap-
propriately reflects regional realities and long-term sector
priorities.

AAFC will collaborate with SCCC to establish a com-
mittee structure and advisory working groups to guide the
Strategy’s development and provide an opportunity for expert
input across key areas, including research, extension, data,
and incentives.
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705-424-1905

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more.

www.charwenfarms.ca
Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

7284 9th Line Thornton, ON

office@charwenfarms.ca
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POWELL
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca
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Barrie, ON
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FARM FEED DOYB
SERVICE J

959 Marshall Rd.
Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1

Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563 Fax 705-526-4862
www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Curbside pick up still offered
Call today to place your poultry order

* Organic Feed Available °
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed
& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.

We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags,
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,
Herbs for Horses products and more!

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,
Sunday and Holidays - closed.
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Photographs and synopsis by Don Beaulieu.

85th anniversary for York Region Federation

The York Region Federation of Agriculture is marking their 85th anniversary in 2026.
A celebratory dinner-dance was held at the end of March with 170 members and support-
ers in attendance. A lovely chicken dinner, with spectacular desserts was presented by
Mary’s Country Kitchen (based in Port Perry). Following dinner, a few dignitaries spoke

and the evening finished off
with a 6-piece band providing
some grand country tunes.

After dinner and before the
music began, YRFA President
Paul Reesor addressed the
crowd acknowledging and
introducing the many officials
in attendance including past
board members and politicians.

Paul Maurice, representing
the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture expressed appreci-
ation of the good relationship
that organization has with
the YRFA. He emphasized
the accomplishments made
through collaboration and
co-operation allowing for a
strong agricultural community
in Ontario and across the
country.

President of the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture,
Keith Currie also addressed
the crowd. He brought up
the concerns of the Rouge
Park lands in Pickering with
agricultural land slated to be
rezoned parkland.

Currie also touched on the
Canadian, U.S. and Mexico
Agreement. (CUSMA). Our
own government is looking
for ways to expand existing
markets and new markets,
which he cites as being very
positive.

Confirming and expanding
on what Maurice said about
the economic importance of
agriculture, Currie said “We
are the largest economic driver
in the country, the largest
manufacturing sector... When
you combine oil and gas, alu-
minum and steel, the forestry
industry and the automobile
sector; they aren’t as big as
agriculture in Canada.” He
added: “Agriculture employs
three times those four indus-
tries combined”.

The final guest speaker
was Phil Vandenberg. He had
put together a comprehensive
history of the YRFA. His
retrospect was very much
enjoyed.

Jordan Coates made a
special presentation to Kim
Empringham for her many
years, and more to come, of
being a key figure in keeping
the YRFA on track. He said
“Speak to any director on the
board [they’d say] if it wasn’t
for Kim Empringham, the
Federation just wouldn’t be
what it is today.” He continued
“Kim is the most passionate

person in York Region for
which [
with

agriculture”  after
he presented her
a bouquet of flowers.
The evening ended with
dancing to the country band.

“York Federation and
Durham Federation are in
talks with Parks Canada
asking them to keep
farmland as farmland and
not make it park land.”

—Paul Reesor
President, York Federation
of Agriculture

“We, in the agricultural
sector, represent less
than two percent of the
population. We are the
number one economic
driver in this province and
likely in the country. That
is something to be very
proud of.”

Above, we see some key agricultural figures cutting the official cake. Left to right are
Paul Maurice (OFA), Paul Reesor (YRFA) and Keith Currie (CFA); always a team effort.

—_—

—Paul Maurice,

Executive Member on
the Ontario Federation of

Agriculture &

On future trade with the
United States:

“We’ll never get away
from them being our
biggest trade partner, but
the fewer eggs we put in
their basket the better we
spread out risk.”
—Keith Currie §°

President, | =
Canadian Federation of !
Agriculture

Here we see
Kim Empringham
having received
a bouquet, some

. seeds and a

spa certificate

in recognition

of her extreme

« dedication to the

YRFA. With her are

Paul Reesor and

= Jordan Coates.
—y
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It was a grand finalé to the evening as this family band offered some wonderful old country tunes after dinner at the
YRFA 85th celebration. A variety of instruments and harmonies brought a good mix of tunes for the dancers and listeners.
Members include siblings, cousins and in-laws. Harmonies played a big part in their arrangements as well as a variety of
instruments, including fiddle and mandolin, bass guitar, acoustic guitars, electric guitar and drums.
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9 Wemariam K Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses.

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in lvy, Bolton, Fenelon

Falls, Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.

BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN

GALLERY, Barrie

CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE

DALSTON STORE

DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil

EDITORIAL

Celebration, Memories & a Safe
Start to the Season

My husband, Shawn, and
I had the pleasure of attend-
ing the York Region Federa-
tion of Agriculture’s §5th an-
niversary celebration dinner.
Unfortunately, we were only
able to stay for the meal, but
the warm, celebratory atmos-
phere made it clear we were
missing what would be a
truly memorable evening. A

heartfelt thank you to Valerie Ti . ‘
& ; ) ill Beischer
= — : for sharing her table with us ESSAAGRIPLEX
Roslyn Watkins and Don Beaulieu, and for May 27th, 1953 - May 17th, 2019 ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES
Publisher/Editor introducing us to her beauti- FOODLAND in Elmvale
1{: arm .V/eg New.f)p aper ful family—you made us feel I Am Always With You HAMILTON BROS.
armview @on.aibn.com .
’ genuinely welcome. If you I am always with you HARRIS FARMS .(Seasonally) .
weren’t able to attend, you can read more about the celebra- HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville

When I am gone, release me, let me go.

I have so many things to see and do,

You mustn't tie yourself to me with too many tears,
But be thankful we had so many good years.

I gave you my love, and you can only guess

How much you've given me in happiness.

I thank you for the love that you have shown,

But now it is time I traveled on alone.

LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL
SERVICE, Barrie

McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston

NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

tion on page 3, and explore the rich history of the YRFA on
pages 6 and 7.

As May arrives, it brings a mix of emotions and many
cherished memories. This is a month where we celebrate
the birthdays of my mom and our son, Trenton, while also
remembering and grieving my mom’s passing. She had a
beautiful smile and a fun loving personality with plenty of

f:he;etkhmeSTi to makertus laugh. V&lllthkhetr blzthday and Tr.enttonls So grieve for me a while, if grieve you must PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston
JL];S . ree t}? ytshapa l’ \ge werihutc ytos q are many jomnt cel- Then let your grief be comforted by trust RAILFENCE BOOKS
¢ ri 13ns tl? ; avte eH us Wllgthrg?rstl}l]f rr%emirle?w | That it is only for a while that we must part, R|CHARD_S EQUIPMENT INC.
haon ahno g’ appy g ; . ay, "renton: f. EVS So treasure the memories within your heart. SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

3}? u ve}rly much ar(li areks Odp iou 0 ?. you (\;efaccomp 1she I won't be far away for life goes on. STEER ENTERPRISES

rough your hard work, cetermimation, and focus. And if you need me, call and I will come. STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and

As we move into the busy planting season, I’d also like . .
to tak  to wish o th ultural Though you can't see or touch me, I will be near Stayner
0 take a moment fo WISh everyone in e agricuttural conl- And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
munity a safe and successful start. Wishing you favorable All my love around vou soft and clear o . i
weather, smooth progress, and a strong start to the season And tl}ll n Y hi 1 The Farm View is delivered to these businesses
ahead. nd then, when you come this way a‘lone, between the 25th and 29th of each month, with

I'll greet you with a smile and a "Welcome Home". copies available while supplies last.

Roslyn Watkins Author Unknown If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed

\ K directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X OW7, or by email
at farmview(@on.aibn.com.

Take care of yourselves and one another,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and

Afull house gathers in celebration as the York Region Federation of Agriculture marks 85 years—members and supporters daytime phone number. All letters are subject

share conversation, laughter, and a memorable evening of good food, community spirit, and country hospitality. Read about to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls.
the celebration on page 3. —Photo by Don Beaulieu
FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 45t
The 5 N’s Publishing House
ublishing mn Full Page. $995./mont
8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LgX oW7 2/3 Page. $775./month
Phone (705) 722-0138 =y 1/2 Page $525./month
e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com LR |
>, I f 1/3 Page $395./month
_ . . [ n memory o
Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com ; . . 1/4 Page $310./month
Ve Jill Beischer
pr T T i : ﬁ 1/6 Page $205./month
‘orum for the Agricultural and Rural Community .
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 1/8 Page $1 50./month
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 1/16 Page $100./month
fgi Eulels ez 2lganiifoe e (sl ial ipis el el points of view from the agricultural community. Business Card $88./month
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. Editorial opinions are freely expressed by Ag. Business Directory $700./year
individual authors.
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
$45.00 including HST for 12 issues P i Please visit www.farmviewonline.com
Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate
The publisher shall not be liable for slight ch t hical e 3 g 9 g g :
that do not lessen the valus of an advertisement, The publisher's abilty R Ci“es wl DTS AR S e it 1?1{ magic, reductions based on frequency.
for oth issions i i ith dverti t or f ut destroy our rarms an € grass wi oW 1mn i i
ommiting to publish an advertisement is sty imited to publcation of the y h 2 & The ad deadline is the 14th of the
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid the streets. month for the fOIIOWIng month’s |ISSue.
for the advertisements. WJ 8@44
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Premier

Jorn Deere Equipment premierequipment.ca

T°S OFFICIALLY
DEERE SEASON.

Offers end June 3, 2026

36 MONTHS %
b e

IN X300 LAWN TgACTOR

400 OF

OFFEREXPIRES /7
June 3rd ‘26

UN Z300 LAWN TRAGIOR

OFFEREXPIRES /
. g June3rd 26 /£

Zero Turn Mowers

48 MONTHS

ON ELECTRICZTRAK
ZERO TURN MOWERS °

84 MONTHS

1SERIES COMPACT TRACTORS

\ OFFER EXPIRES
June 3rd 26

E Compact Utility Tractor

AIIiston Souffville Nobleton - TIHL

(705) 453-7551 (905) 640-2692 (905) 859-0581
4896 Dean Drive 14183 Highway #48 6770 King Road West HONDA

Available at select locations.

+ Compact Ut|||ty Tr’actor
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York Region Federation of Agriculture history

Researched and compiled by Phil Vandenberg, past director of the York Region Federation of Agriculture

It was the 1930’s; individual farm families were struggling
with their farming operations. Farmers had to find their own
markets for their products. There were local issues regarding
land taxation, land use and low-cost produce coming into On-
tario. It was felt that packing houses and commodity buyers
were taking advantage of individual farmers and not offering
fair prices. At this time there was no formal farm organization
in the province of Ontario. But, it was believed that these
issues could better be addressed through a unified body.

York County forms branch of CFA

It was decided by farmers and agriculture organizations in
York County to form a branch of the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture. Peterborough County was the first to organize
in 1939. York County became the 2nd county to organize.
The organization was comprised of township councils,
co-ops and commodity groups. The Canadian Federation
of Agriculture was later changed to the Federation of Ag-
riculture. Legislation was passed to allow the Federation
to collect membership fees by means of a levy on the farm
assessment and was paid through taxes.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture was also organized
at this time but was not always seen to be aggressively sup-
porting farmers’ needs. The OFA was not incorporated until
1955. In 1969, the OFA was restructured and decided to go
directly to their members with a membership fee.

The York Federation was formed to give farmers a voice
in agriculture and to improve the economic and social life
of farmers. The Federation was financed by direct levies
paid by farmers in five townships with two other townships
contributing grants. The Women’s Institute, Junior Farmers,
Co-ops, Credit Unions, Milk Producers, Cream Producers,
Beef, Wheat and Hog producers, the Crop Improvement and
Bradford District Vegetables Growers Association... all had
representatives on the board and contributed to the finances
of the Federation. Various committees were struck; Public
Relations, Membership, Property, Insurance and Safety
Committee. In 1980 a scholarship committee was struck.

At the beginning of the 2nd world war in Europe, Jim
Rennie became the st president of the York Federation and
held 3 terms, 1940, *41 and ’42.

Number of farms decreasing

The 1956 York County Census reported 3342 farms in
York, family farms with an average acreage at 148. Twen-
ty-five years later, in 1982, the census reported the number
of farms in York had dropped to 1572, a 50% decrease. As
of the last census in 2021, it was reported that York Region
is down to under 600 farms.

Farms started to increase in acreage where there was oppor-
tunity to purchase land from a retiring farmer or when land
owned by land speculators or government could be rented.

Major highways were cutting across the region. Urban
sprawl was evident as the urban population quickly in-

[

Phil Vandenberg is a volunteer ambassador in
Ontario for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank; a
Christian response to hunger. We see him here,
presenting this interesting history of the York
Federation of Agriculture at the organization’s
85th anniversary in March this year.
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creased north of the city of Toronto. Farmers started to spe-
cialize in livestock or commodities, and the sale of their farm
products became increasing directed towards corporations;
dairies, meat packing plants and processors of farm prod-
ucts. York Regions population in 1971 was 169,000 people.
Today, 55 years later, the population sits at 1,265,000.

Demographic changes

With the movement to larger farms, a decline in the num-
ber of farmers and with the growth in the urban population
living in towns and cities in York Region, many of the res-
idents of the county no longer had contact with rural living
or farmers.

In response to these changing demographics, the York
Federation felt the need to focus on education opportunities,
promoting agriculture whenever possible. That included
information tents at county fairs.

There were cooking demonstrations at the Sutton fair
using locally grown produce; The Dairy Princess competi-
tion promoted dairy product consumption. The Federation
organized displays of livestock and commodities in Hillcrest
Mall and malls in Richmond Hill and Newmarket with the
Milk Committee supplying twin calves. In a conversation
with Walter Rae recently, he told me that he walked around
the Newmarket mall for an evening dressed up in a pig
costume, representing the Pork Producers Marketing Board.

1-866-435-1809

The York Federation’s Public Relations/Education and
Communication committees took opportunities to promote
clear communications between farmers as well as educating
the urban population.

The York Federation monthly newsletters highlighted
local news and events and included Ontario Federation of
Agriculture news. These newsletters were mailed out by
the OMAF Newmarket office. Consumers were educated
on where local foods could be purchased. These fliers were
also used at mall displays and fairs.

In the summer of 1963, three farm-related accidents in
Markham Township spurred the creation of the York Farm
Safety Committee. In 1984, the Farm Safety Association,
represented by Ted Whitworth, gave safety presentations to
York directors and farmers. Ted also led first-aid training
days and represented the Ontario Farm Safety Association
for many years.

Farm equipment prices and parts

In the ’60s, York Federation prepared a brief to the OFA
special committee investigating the sale and use of farm
machinery in Ontario. Farmers were concerned with the
fact that new tractors and machinery did not come with a
warranty. They were also concerned with the price of spare
parts and in some cases the unavailability of spare parts. For
example, the cost of a mower guard was $1.34 which was
equivalent to the sale price of a bushel of wheat or 2 bushels
of oats. A similar mower guard purchased 2 years previous
was $0.40.

Concerns such as these that led to the creation of the Farm
Machinery and Implements Act that encouraged manufac-
turers to have spare parts available and that all new equip-
ment be tested and inspected by an independent body and
that there be at least one parts depot in Ontario that stocked
all parts for machines manufactured.

With support of the OFA, York Federation hosted spring
“implements & parts days” at the farm of Jim Sellers and Har-
vey Brown. Farmers with OFA memberships could purchase
repair parts for machinery at significantly reduced prices.

In 1961, the York Federation purchased a used fire truck
from the Whitby Township Fire Dept. This truck was sta-
tioned at VanDorf, providing fire protection to farms in that
area of the county.

Assessments and taxation
In August 1963, York Federation hosted workshops on
“Farm Assessment and Taxation”. Mr. Jack Latner, Assistant
Deputy Minister of Revenue, was present to hear the con-
cerns. 20 years later, in 1983, discussions were continuing
and reforms such as tax rebates were on the table, (the farm-
house and one-acre rule), with legislation to follow later.
The York Federation Property Committee continued to
be very active assisting and advising York County farmers
Continued on page 7.

TerryDowdallmp.ca | Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca
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YRFA history continued from page 6.

in matters concerning expropriation or easements on their
properties as well as identifying unfair municipal taxation.

In the *70s submissions were made to the OFA represent-
ing the views of York County in respect to the Farm Truck
License Program proposed changes in driver licensing in
Ontario. This included weight limits for a single axle drive
truck registered as a “farm vehicle”. These conversations
resulted in the Farm Plates programme that continues today.
Slow moving signs for farm machines operating on public
roads were also introduced at that time.

There were meetings raising concerns regarding compen-
sation for animals reacting to Brucellosis, Warble fly and Tu-
berculosis Test under the Animal Diseases Protection Act.
A vaccine to prevent bacterial “calf scours” was introduced
and available through the local veterinary.

There was correspondence relating to the formation of
the Ontario Trails Council, policy recommendations to the
government of Ontario for the management of public trails
and the liability of landowners towards people using their
land for recreational purposes.

There were meetings regarding land expropriation in York
Region relating to the north extension of the Don Valley
Parkway (Highway 404) as well as protests on the proposed
Department of Transportation “Radar” domes in Vaughan
township which are today relied upon by the airports for air
traffic control.

Property taxation remained a real concern as assessments
were based on the market value of land. York Federation to-
gether with the OFA pushed the government for tax reforms.

The Federation was also encouraging farmers to learn
about Farm Business Management. The Newmarket OMAF
office offered 3-day winter courses in 1982 focusing on farm
records, credit, tax management and family succession.

Many events sponsored

In 1983, the promotion of Agri Food Week at local fairs
was spearheaded by Dr. Terry O’Connor and his commit-
tee. Commodity boards were invited to have displays. The
Pizza Project was a great educational opportunity as school
boards, teachers and students came to the Markham Fair for
many years to learn about where the ingredients to make
pizza came from.

Many high-level visitors were invited to be speakers at
the York Federation meetings and social events: MPP’s Bill
Hodgson, Don Cousens, Ross Stevenson, the Honorable
William Newman (Minister of Agriculture and Food in
1976), the Honorable William Davis (Minister of Educa-
tion 1965). Various presidents and directors of the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture also attended events sponsored by
the York Federation.

In the *80s farmers had the following concerns that need-
ed to be addressed: There were the issues of high interest
rates and farm bankruptcies and the forming of the Govern-
ment Emergency Task Force.

There was the issue of dye separation in coloured diesel
fuel and furnace oil that was causing the plugging of fuel

filters on engines. In 1982 the property tax rebate was finally
settled on. There were threats from Ontario hydro, expro-
priation of land for hydro towers and conversations about
the fair compensation for loss of farmland. The line fence
act was established. There was a need for life insurance for
farmers and directors through OFA, and for farm family
group life insurance plans.

Eventually The Co-operators became a partner with OFA
in 1977. On the Bradford vegetable farms there was a need
for seasonal labour. Other issues that came to the Federation;
in 1982 when it was announced that the first Newmarket hot
air balloon festival was going to be held. York Federation felt
there needed to be a proposed code of conduct on how to deal
with these new threats; issues with balloonists, parachutists
and gliders landing in farmers’ fields, especially the risk of
landing in high value crops such as fields of carrots, onions
and celery in the Bradford Marsh.

There was correspondence with the Ministry of Natural
Resources for assistance in the control of the wolf population
in Georgina Township that were killing sheep. (a trapper was
hired who caught three wolves the next month).

There was correspondence with Dominion Grocery Stores
when it was learned that 50 stores in Ontario were stocked
with produce grown in Quebec, not local produce.

Beginning of Canadian Food Bank aid

In 1982, York Federation responded to the Ethiopian
famine with a donation of $1,000. I suspect these needs out-
side of Canada spurred members like Dr. Terry O’Connor
to champion the cause of the Canadian Food Grains Bank.
A second donation of $1,000 was given to the Mennonite
Central Committee in 1984, also in support of the food
crisis in Africa. In the minutes of the June 1985 directors’
meeting, Mr. Ellie Cavanagh reported on the damage the
tornado of May 1985 caused in the Bradford Marsh. $1,000
was donated to the disaster relief fund.

The scholarship committee offered a $500 scholarship
annually to one worthy individual residing in York Region
who will go on to college or university and study in an ag-
ricultural related programme.

In 2001 the York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison
Group was established by Regional Council to advise coun-
cil on protecting and promoting agriculture and to support
the agriculture industry in rural communities. York Feder-
ation was given a permanent seat on the committee. That
same year the Oak Ridges Moraine Protection Act enforced
a moratorium on development on 470,000 acres.

In 2002, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan was
established to protect ecological and hydrological features of
the Moraine. This plan overrides local municipal planning

decisions. It provides directions on land use and resource
management for the land and water located within the mo-
raine. It protects agricultural land by designating areas for
farming while restricting non-agriculture development to
protect water and natural features.

In 2004, farmers lobbied and attended consultations and
rallies against the proposed Greenbelt. The Greenbelt was
established by a Provincial Act to protect two-million acres
of environmentally sensitive land, farmland and forests in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe region, from urban sprawl. It
is governed by the Greenbelt Plan and covers 750,000 acres
of prime agricultural land to safeguard and support local
food production.

In 2005, the Greater Toronto Agricultural Action Com-
mittee was established as a partnership of four regional
municipalities: Halton, Peel, York, Durham, the City of To-
ronto, farming federations and provincial/federal ministries
of agriculture. The purpose of the committee was to tackle
challenges facing the agri-food sector and ensure a thriving,
integrated food and farming cluster in the GTA.

Tractors at Queen’s Park

In March 2005 the OFA held a rally at Queens Park To-
ronto. The York Federation sent two busloads of members
and many tractors to support the One Voice March which
demanded financial aid and government action against the
severe farm income crisis. Eight thousand farmers and 100
tractors participating in a slow-rolling convoy to Queens
Park and around the circle all day before the slow drive back
to the farms.

2006: Four-hundred-fifty people attended the very suc-
cessful AgriFest Celebration held at Markham Fairgrounds
in July. This celebration of Agriculture in York Region was
a joint project of all agriculture groups in the region, putting
on a dinner celebration of agriculture and dance.

In the spring of 2012, the first inaugural Safety First For
Kids Workshop was held at Markham Fairground featuring
seven safety stations.

2019: The Annual Farm Safety Corn Roast held in August
each year moved from Markham Fairgrounds to Sutton
Fairgrounds.

2020: The COVID pandemic spread rapidly across the
world resulting in a complete lockdown in March 2020. Only
people working in essential services could continue working
outside of the home.

Agriculture and Food processing were declared essential
services to allow production to continue but farmers faced
major labour, market, supply chain and health challenges
requiring rapid adjustments and pivoting of their normal prac-
tices. York Federation sat on advisory committees identifying
and advocating the issues facing the local agriculture sectors.

Preserving farmland today

2026: This year, the York Federation is very involved
in the consultations for the remaining Pickering Airport
Lands and their future uses including possible transfer to
Parks Canada to expand Rouge National Urban Park and
Affordable Housing.

Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!

S

4931 3rd Line, Tottenham; ON LOG 1WO0 (905) 939-7494 E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca @

" 20__26 crop prices

mook 20

Please visit our website for
information and current cash bids.

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

&

www.dunkerronelevators.ca

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years!
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Meet the Advertiser: Brad Ayres of Fire-Alert

Brad Ayres Launches Fire-Alert Franchise to Boost Fire Safety in Simcoe County

Article by Andrew Hind

Brad Ayres has dedicated his life to fire pre-
vention and mitigation, first as a long-serving fire
fighter with the Innisfil Fire Department, and now
as owner of a new Fire-Alert franchise in Simcoe
County.

“Fires will happen, but there are ways you can
reduce the risk and the damage,” says Ayres.
“That’s where we at Fire-Alert can help.”

Ayres knows a lot about dealing with fires. You
might say it’s in his blood. His father and uncles
were in the fire services before him. One of Ayres’
uncles only recently retired at age eighty-two after
sixty-two years in service, the second longest term
in fire services in Canada.

As a child, Ayres would eagerly follow his vol-
unteer fireman father on calls. It was almost in-
evitable that he became a fireman as well. Ayres
started as a volunteer and has served full-time for
the last twenty-one years and risen to the rank of
captain.

“I’m approaching the end of my time at the In-
nisfil Fire Department because of mandatory re-
tirement rules, but I still have a passion for assist-
ing people in mitigating fire risk, so I purchased a
Fire-Alert franchise,” he explains.

One of the primary services offered by Fire-
Alert is servicing fire extinguishers. This is more
important than most people realize. In 80% of fire
incidents, a fire extinguisher is sufficient to put
out or control the fire. But that only works if fire

extinguishers are present and in proper working
order.

“If maintained, a good fire extinguisher can last
as much as forty years, but few people service
them,” Ayres explains. “They should be inspected
and maintained every six years. We do that for
our clients. We also recharge fire extinguishers.
Recharging costs one-third of the cost of purchas-
ing a new one, so with a business that might have
many on site it makes financial sense to recharge
instead of buying new.”

Fire-Alert covers farm, commercial, industrial,
and residential customers. “It’s the law in com-
mercial and industrial businesses to have fire ex-
tinguishers so we do a lot of business in that
sphere,” Ayres notes. “And with fires potentially
costing tens or hundreds of thousands in damage
and lost revenue, bringing us in is really an excel-
lent return on investment.”

Ayres hopes to impress upon more farms the
importance of having maintained fire extinguishers
on hand. The combination of hay, fertilizers and
other chemicals, wood barns, and gasoline mean
that farms are inherently fire hazards. When it
comes to agricultural fires, most people think of
barn fires, but Brad notes that equipment fires —
balers, combines, fertilizer trucks, — are perhaps
more common. “We see them a lot and they can
be dangerous and costly. Having fire extinguishers
in every piece of equipment is important,” he as-

serts.

Fire-Alert also installs and services emergency
lighting, ensuring they are properly placed and in
working order so that in the event of a fire, losses
do not include human life.

“Buildings can be rebuilt, insurance covers
physical losses, but nothing can replace a human
being,” Ayres stresses. “Emergency lighting can
be the difference between getting out safely and
having a catastrophe.”

Other services offered by Fire-Alert include
fire extinguisher training, fire hose inspection, and
supplying of medical kits.

Ayres is joined in his Fire-Alert venture by his
two adult sons, making it a family affair — and
marking a third generation of Ayres’ in the fire
business of mitigating the risk and loss from fire.

“Fires can be devastating and frightening,”
Ayres said. “We can provide some peace of mind
that your business or home is as prepared as pos-
sible in the event that a fire breaks out.”

For more information: call 705-241-4574 or go
to https://fire-alert.ca

The Meet the Advertiser series is a
complimentary news article for Farm View
advertisers. If you are interested in being
featured, please contact Roslyn Watkins at
farmview@on.aibn.com.

Andrew Hunter
Essay Writing
Award

The Andrew Hunter
Award was originally of-
fered to post-secondary
Canadian History students
at Laurentian University’s
Barrie Campus. When Lau-
rentian phased out its His-
tory program, the award
was retooled to focus on
students at high schools
across Simcoe County.

Winners of the Hunter
Award received cash prizes
as well as a copy of ‘The
History of Simcoe County’,
written by Andrew F.
Hunter, the award’s name-
sake. Andrew Hunter was
an early local historian of
Simcoe County and a co-
founder of the SCHA.

The SCHA is now ac-
cepting submissions for the
next Andrew Hunter Award
throughout the current aca-
demic year. Interested stu-
dents can contact the SCHA
for more information, or
submit their essay to
info@simcoecountyhis-
tory.ca

alten

Yearling and 2yr Old Bulls Available
Semen Tested & DNA Tested

Selection of Bulls from Al Sires




May 2026 FARM VIEW Page 9

Award-Winning Documentary "We Lend A Hand: The Forgotten
Story of Ontario Farmerettes" to Screen in EiImvale May 22, 2026

A largely forgotten chapter of Cana-
dian history will be brought to light as
the 50-min documentary film We Lend
A Hand: The Forgotten Story of Ontario
Farmerettes screens in Elmvale, On-
tario. The film has been selling out the-
atres across Ontario and will now be
screened at the Elmvale Community
Hall (33 Queen St W, Elmvale, ON LOL
1P0) on May 22, 2026.

Created by Director/Producer Colin
Field and Historical Producer (and Ex-
eter resident) Bonnie Sitter, the docu-
mentary tells the extraordinary story of
40,000 teenage girls who volunteered
on Canadian farms during and after
World War II and helped sustain the na-
tion's food supply when young men left
to fight overseas.

Bonnie Sitter, an author, was search-
ing through old family photographs
when she found a captivating image of
a group of young women taken on her
late husband's family farm near Thed-
ford with a caption on the reverse that
read: “Farmerettes 1946.”

This led Bonnie to research the
Farmerette story, and publish an article
in The Rural Voice asking for women
who served as Farmerettes to get in
touch with her. Shirleyan English, a re-
tired London Free Press journalist, read
the article and wrote a letter to the edi-
tor, explaining her own experience as a
Farmerette, and how it remained the

best summer of her life. Bonnie and
Shirleyan would go on to co-author
the book Onion Skins and Peach Fuzz:
Memories of Ontario Farmerettes in
2019.

“We wanted to capture the story of
how the Farmerettes helped win the
Second World War by volunteering to
aid farmers with food production,” says
Bonnie. "Most of these girls had never
seen a farm. They came from all over
Ontario as volunteers. They weren’t
conscripted. They chose to roll up their
sleeves and do their part for Canada,
and their efforts have largely been for-
gotten”.

Director Colin Field first met Bonnie
in 2019 and was inspired by her re-
search and desire to bring this forgotten
Canadian story to life. He proposed a
documentary film, and Bonnie agreed
to fundraise to bring the project alive.
Colin interviewed 20 Farmerettes - now
in their 90s - for the documentary, and
after two years of work, and with the
help of sponsors and generous donors,
We Lend a Hand: The Forgotten Story
of Ontario Farmerettes is finally com-
plete.

“It has been a privilege to travel
throughout the province and hear the
stories of these surviving Farmerettes,”
Field said. “If it wasn't for these girls,
the soldiers wouldn't have had food to
eat and the economy would have

JOIN US!

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT
(Formerly Simcoe County District)

Christian Farmers

ground to a halt”.

After the screening there will be a
Q&A with the filmmakers and a chance
to acquire autographed copies of Onion
Skins and Peach Fuzz: Memories of
Ontario Farmerettes, Shirleyan English
and Bonnie Sitter’s amazing book.

Tickets for the May 22nd, screening
at the Elmvale Community Hall can be
purchased through the link below.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/we-lend-
a-hand-the-forgotten-story-of-ontario-
farmerettes-elmvale-tickets-
1982972811058?aff=oddtdtcreator&ke

ep_tld=true

Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91
mJcqxbZgs

This event is brought to you by the
Springwater Township Public Library,
Flos Agricultural Association, Elmvale
Community Recreation Association,
Centre Flos Women'’s Institute, Friends
of the Springwater Township Public Li-
brary, and the Simcoe Federation of
Agriculture.

For more information please visit
welendahand.ca

offering...
Simple Cremations.
Traditional Funerals.
Celebrations of life.
Graveside Services.
Pre-Arranged or At-need. ._
Matt and Cindy Drury/Owners

Tel: (705) 728-8282
info@legacyfuneral.ca
55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N SR7

www.legacyfuneral.ca

Colin Field

Producer/Director, Albireo Films
519-619-7940 albireofilms@gmail.com

Bonnie Sitter

Historical Producer, 519-235-1909
bonnie.sitter@gmail.com

See page 23!

HOLME

AGRO

A local, full service Ag retailer providing
agronomic solutions to increase productivity
and profitability on your farm.

(///011/{1@/ to Grow With fyow/

ORANGEVILLE
REDICKVILLE
STAYNER

www.holmesagro.com

1.800.668.3047
519.925.3138
1.866.388.8002

SWB Insurance Brokers

(Smith, Williams and Bateman Insurance Brokers Ltd.)
We have been insuring farms and agribusinesses
for 76 years (So Far!)

Farms - Commercial - Residential - Automobile
Professional Liability - Cyber
Life Insurance - Travel Coverage - Etc.

16700 Yonge Street Box 2005
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 6W4
905-895-2591 | 905-773-6266

1-800-263-1520
info@swbins.com
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“Keep Kids Safe” workshop
Presented by Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

At this year’s Keep Kids Safe workshop, held on April
25th at Huron Tractor in Stayner, 102 children took part in a
morning filled with hands-on learning and important safety
lessons. The event featured seven interactive safety stations
designed to keep kids engaged while teaching practical skills
they can use in everyday life.

While the workshop has strong roots in farm safety, the
information shared reached far beyond rural living. Each
station offered valuable advice that applies not only to chil-
dren growing up on farms, but also to those in more urban
environments, ensuring every participant walked away with
relevant and useful knowledge.

Organized by the Simcoe County Federation of Agricul-
ture, the event continues to evolve year after year. Organizers
work diligently to introduce new topics and expand on ex-
isting ones, keeping the content fresh and meaningful for
returning families. This commitment to growth and education
makes the Keep Kids Safe workshop a worthwhile experi-
ence to attend more than once.

Action First Aid

Sierra Filiault and Cathy Housser of Action First Aid de-
livered an engaging, hands-on session focused on what to
do in the event of a choking emergency. Their interactive
approach helped children clearly understand both the risks
and the life-saving actions they can take if they or someone
nearby begins to choke.

To demon-
strate choking
hazards, the in-
structors used a
simple but effec-
tive activity in-
volving a toilet
paper tube.
Housser  pre-
sented a basket
of common
household
items, and each
child took turns
testing whether
the objects could
fit through the
cardboard roll.
This visual exer-
cise helped rein-

force which

] N small items

Sierra Filiault demonstrated the ab- . .14 pose a se-

dominal thrust on young participant rious choking
Maybel Smart. risk

The session then moved into practical life-saving tech-
niques. The children were taught how to respond if someone
is choking, beginning with positioning themselves slightly
to the side and behind the person. They learned to call 911,
deliver five firm back blows, and, if the blockage persists,
proceed with abdominal thrusts.

o : ~
Lesley Gutknecht of Hydro One presented electrical
safety in and around the home, demonstrating potential
hazards involving overhead and downed power lines.
She shared important tips, including staying inside a
vehicle if wires are down, avoiding placing pools be-
neath overhead lines, and understanding how equip-
ment like delivery trucks can accidentally make contact
with wires. Gutknecht also explained that while the
large green electrical boxes are safe to touch, they
should never be climbed on or tampered with.

Fire Prevention

Fire Preven-
tion Officer Kent
McDonald led an
engaging and ed-
ucational  fire
safety demon-
stration for the
children, empha-
sizing the impor-
tance of sharing
life-saving
knowledge with
family members.
He encouraged
the kids to pass
along what they
learned not only
to their parents,
but also to grand-
parents—“Nana
and Pop”—help-
ing extend fire
safety awareness

Fire Prvention Officer Kent McDon-
ald and young participant Vivian

oo il el demonstrate proper fire extinguisher
room. use during a hands-on fire safety
McDonald be-

session, where children learned es-
sential techniques like the PASS
method and how to share life-saving
knowledge with their families.

gan by explain-
ing the three es-
sential elements
required to start a
fire: oxygen, fuel, and heat at a sufficiently high temperature.
Removing any one of these elements can stop a fire, he

noted. For example, water is

Filiault and Housser also
addressed what to do if a per-
son is alone and choking. In
that situation, children were
instructed to call 911, move
to a visible location, prefer-
ably outside where someone
can see them, and use the
back of a chair to perform
abdominal thrusts on them-
selves.

To build confidence and
reinforce learning, the chil-
dren were given time to prac-
tice the techniques with one
another under supervision.

commonly used because it
cools the fire by taking away
heat, ultimately extinguish-
ing it.

To help the children un-
derstand how to respond in
emergencies, McDonald in-
troduced the acronym PASS,
a simple method for using a
fire extinguisher. PASS
stands for: Pull the pin, Aim
the extinguisher at the base
of the fire, Squeeze the noz-
zle, and Sweep the extin-
guisher back and forth across
the flames. This step-by-step

The session left participants
better prepared to recognize
choking hazards and respond
quickly and effectively in an
emergency.

Amanda (far left), Malcolm (middle), and Hunter (far
right) represented the War Amps. They explained to the
children that lawn mower and farm equipment acci-
dents are the leading cause of limb loss, and demon-
strated how their prosthetic limbs work using a variety
of specialized attachments.

approach helps ensure extin-
guishers are used safely and
effectively.

He also discussed the dif-
ferences between types of

Story and photos by Roslyn Watkins

fire extinguishers. A dry chemical extinguisher works by
forming a crust over the fire, cutting off its oxygen supply
and preventing it from spreading. In contrast, a water extin-
guisher absorbs heat, cools the burning material, and also
helps remove oxygen from the fire.

The highlight of the demonstration came when each child
had the opportunity to practice using a fire extinguisher.
This hands-on experience not only reinforced what they had
learned, but also gave them confidence in how to respond in
a real-life situation.

Trail Safety

Representing
the Ontario Fed-
eration of All Ter-
rain Vehicle
Clubs (OFTAV),
Beth Wink, Brent
Fox, and Shane
Garcia were on
hand to share
their  expertise
and promote safe
ATV  practices
among  young
participants. Gar-
cia, the District 8
Director, led an
informative ses-
sion focused on
staying safe while riding on trails, using his own side-by-
side vehicle as a hands-on teaching tool.

Speaking to groups of attentive children, Garcia stressed
the importance of proper protective gear every time they
ride. He highlighted the need to always wear a helmet, seat-
belt, and safety glasses, reinforcing that safety should never
be overlooked, no matter how short the trip.

Garcia also provided practical advice on what riders
should bring along on a trail ride in case of emergencies.
Essential items included water and snacks, a cell phone with
a backup battery charger, and a well-equipped tool kit for
unexpected repairs. He recommended carrying a whistle to
signal for help, as well as an axe or saw to clear blocked
paths. First aid kits and tow straps were also emphasized as
important safety gear, along with wearing reflective clothing
and sturdy boots to ensure visibility and protection.

In addition to personal safety, Garcia reminded participants
of their responsibility to protect the environment. He ex-
plained the importance of thoroughly washing their ATV
before returning home to prevent the spread of invasive
species from trails to farms or other properties.

Beth Wink also encouraged the children to continue their
learning beyond the event by exploring “Ready to RideON,”
Ontario’s first online ATV training course for youth. The
program offers interactive safety modules designed to rein-
force safe riding habits and build confidence in young rid-

Shane Garcia of the Ontario Feder-
ation of ATV Clubs spoke to the chil-
dren about ATV safety, proper gear,
and responsible trail riding during an
educational demonstration.

@ilian Findlay and Jessica Fraser of Huron Tractor
lead a hands-on tractor and equipment safety lesson.
Emphasizing that only one rider should ever be on a
machine since there is just one seat and seatbelt. In
this photo, Fraser demonstrates how quickly lawn
mower blades spin using a ruler drop activity. Findlay
led students through an interactive safety activity, using
red sticky circles to help them identify hazardous areas
on a tractor. The hands-on game encouraged kids to
think critically about potential dangers, such as moving
parts, pinch points, and blind spots.
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Why Farmers Should Make Time for the
2026 Census of Agriculture

By Leah Emms, OFA Member Services Rep.

Farmers know better than anyone that May is one of the busiest times of the year. With
planting season underway, the days are long and the to-do list never seems to get any
shorter. That’s exactly why we’re asking you to take a few minutes to complete the 2026
Census of Agriculture when it arrives this May. We know the timing isn’t ideal, but your re-
sponse really does matter — and it helps make sure the realities of farming today are
properly understood not only by the public, but also by decision-makers at all levels of gov-
ernment.

The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years, and it’s one of the main ways
the agricultural sector gets counted. The information farmers provide adds to a body of
reliable data about what’s happening on farms across the country — what’s being grown,
how land is being used, what kind of equipment is being run, and what challenges farmers
are dealing with. When farmers take the time to fill it out, the results help make sure
decisions affecting agriculture are based on real numbers, not assumptions.

A lot can change in five years. Markets shift, input costs go up, technology keeps ad-
vancing, and weather never seems to get any more predictable. The 2026 Census helps
capture those changes. The information collected is used to guide farm programs, research,
rural infrastructure, and other decisions that affect farmers and their communities. Census
data is also one of the most trusted sources we have when we’re engaging with governments,
stakeholders, and the public. When farm organizations advocate on behalf of farmers, we
rely on Census numbers because they carry credibility and are widely respected. Strong
participation means better data, and better data makes for stronger arguments and better
support for agriculture.

Every farm counts, no matter the size or type of operation. Whether you run a large grain
farm, a mixed operation, a livestock farm, or a small specialty business, your answers help
show the full range of agriculture today. When some farms don’t respond, it makes it harder
to tell the real story of the sector.

We also know farmers take privacy seriously. All Census of Agriculture information is
kept confidential and used only for statistical purposes, and individual responses are never
shared. Your participation in this survey is required under the authority of the Statistics Act,
and all results are only published as combined totals.

The Census of Agriculture is one of the few ways we can show the full strength and di-
versity of farming across the country. Every response adds to the credibility of the data we
use when talking about the needs of farmers and rural communities. Taking a few minutes
to complete it helps make sure agriculture continues to be recognized for the role it plays in
our economy and our communities.

)
ollngwood

FUELS LIMITED

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include

* Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
* A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.
* Propane tank installation.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

www.collingwoodfuels.com info@collingwoodfuels.com
https:/lwww.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/

Fun Farm Science:

Just off the coast of Noli,
farming takes a decidedly
unusual turn; downward.

Beneath the waves of
the Mediterranean Sea, Ital-
ian entrepreneur and diver
Sergio Gamberini has been
growing crops not in soil,
but in submerged glass bub-
bles anchored to the seabed.

The project is called Ne-
mo’s Garden. It looks a bit
as if someone dropped a
cluster of futuristic snow
globes onto the ocean floor;
except that inside them are
strawberries, basil, and let-
tuce quietly getting on with
their lives.

Each transparent dome
is filled with air and sealed
from the surrounding seawa-
ter. Sunlight filters through
the water above, while plants
grow hydroponically inside,

Nemo’s Garden off Italy’s coast

Submitted by curious reporter
Don Beaulieu

no soil required. [ 3
As the plants '
transpire, water
evaporates in-
side the dome
and condenses
on the cooler |
walls, effective- | 8
ly creating a nat- fw
ural freshwater f=
cycle. In other |
words; it rains
inside the sea.

The surrounding ocean
acts like a giant cli-
mate-control system, keep-
ing temperatures remark-
ably stable day and night.
Divers visit the domes to
tend and harvest the crops,
turning farming into some-
thing that looks halfway be-
tween gardening and deep-
sea exploration.

The idea isn’t just whim-

sical, it’s experimental agri-
culture with serious intent.
By removing dependence

on freshwater irrigation
and using the ocean as a
stabilizing force, the sys-
tem explores how food
might be grown in drought-
prone or coastal regions in
the future.

And the results have been
intriguing. Early trials sug-
gest some plants—particu-
larly basil—may even de-
velop stronger aromas and
higher essential oil content
when grown in this under-
water environment.

So while most farms wor-
ry about rain, pests, and soil
quality, this one has a sim-
pler summary: Sunlight in,
seawater around, scuba gear
required.

"Thank you to our
Keep Kids Safe Workshop
Sponsors, Presenters & Volunteers:

Huron Tractor

D.M.D. Farm Drainage
Collwest Grains LTD.
Collingwood Ag Society

Miller’s Dairy

Clearview Township
Creemore Fire Department

War Amps
Hydro One

The Cooperators

Clearview Ag
Beckstead Milk Transport
Farm Credit Canada

Cookstown Ag Society

O.P.P

OFATV

Parent Volunteers

Ontario Federation of Agriculture
SCEFA committee members
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GIFTS FROM THE GARDEN WORD SEARCH ANNOUNCEMENT
NORTH SIMCOE VETERINARY SERVICES
W S GNINWNALWPTMWSV KT FUIBTIC SERVING NORTH SIMCOE &
M A A S A SOUTHERN MUSKOKA/PARRY SOUND SINCE 1983
E ; $ ﬁ : ‘;R\, le 3 '; g "S\, g E k E E i $ \(; ; We are delighted to announce that we
6 BWATPSUHTEATTIIKTESTLTLNEHEHE have welgomed Dr. Carleigh Cathcart to
B YDG CMP RTLTIEKVYUTGBTIEKU UTLNETELWVTG OG.UV our veterinary practice as a mixed animal
I PRDAGSSCRTRTIUPETDTCZR practitioner.
C LNTITFT CETGBTETETETSTETYTUDTE RTRTDA Our team is thrilled to have her on board
W O0OS HRWAA AR ZY APNNSUA AMTEH and we look forward to the expertise and
O EMLTCUS ST CAIBTIT CTEUUGTG ZTZPTF care she will bring our patients.
pF GPBDOKIOWLULUOOSNTL Dr. Carleigh has been working in a mixed A
} 3 x ; g \SI 2 X :l\ ‘(,:\, Ii .I: f\ # # ch g Ié g ﬁ animal practice in southern Ontario and
6 L LEC CPTR RTIZPSHDTILRTIGZOTDY has decided to move to “God’s Country”.
H Z B O R S T D EAYHTULTIMHTEUVWUDN Dr. Carleigh graduated with a Bachelor
R F L FTTIASTG BTHMGOTRNSTEUA AUGOT of Science, Animal Biology in 2016 and then the Doctor of
R P WOU RYTZOCODUOIKTIUPUYUVTY Veterinary Medicine in 2021 from the University of Guelph.
B W OWRDSU®PTCTAVYTSAUOV E L F E
P R Z Z ENSU HATDTEMVYTETRTEFU ONTFN In addition to our wonderful and growing skilled support team
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. gr. Carleigh Cathcart will be joining:
r. Joel Rumney — Large animal practitioner

BACKYARD HOSE SEASON Dr. Edie Haberfellner (Rumney) — Small animal practitioner

BEDS MEASURE SEEDLING Dr. Rose Rumney — Mixed animal practitioner

88%7\%?% IF\’IILEJSR:I!-gRE ch)ﬁ_DE Dr. Shauna O’Brien — Mixed animal practitioner

Dr. Emily Young-On — Small animal practitioner

IBEE I;)'—ll'-llr_l Z7E E:IZ:?\NN NING -Sl-lLﬂltlUGHT Dr. Elri Oosthuizen — Large animal practitioner

GARDEN RAISED WATER Dr. Ashley Mann — Small animal practitioner

HARVEST ROOTS WEEDS Dr. Zoey Garland — Mixed animal practitioner

o\ Dr. Suzanne Abray — Small animal surgeon
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PRACTICE AT

WWW.NORTHSIMCOEVETS.COM OR ON FACEBOOK
AT NORTH SIMCOE VETERINARY SERVICES /
MIDLAND VETERINARY SERVICES 705-534-7680 - 705-835-3722 ™5

. 3RD GENERATION PAVINGCA I

Primo Service, Primo Quality, Primo People!

"YOUR SOLUTION PAVER __
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SHAP Ground-Truthing Project Bicycles Sharing the Road Safely and Responsibly

WHY SAMPLE?

This project will help to set a
Soil Health Benchmark on your
field.

You will receive a Soil Health
Report, which will support your
ability to make management de-
cisions based on data. You will
also be helping to build a larger
provincial soil health database.

WHEN IS THE BEST TIME
TO SAMPLE?

There is no right time to sam-
ple. However, it is important to
pay attention to the conditions
when the sample was taken, as
seasonal considerations can im-
pact how results are interpreted.
Soil health samples are most
ideal in early summer when soil
moisture conditions are most
likely to be suitable for in-field
assessments. However, it may
be more convenient to sample
at other times of year. It is im-
portant to be consistent with the
timing of your sample from one
year to the next so results can
be comparable. Avoid sampling
4-6 weeks after a soil distur-
bance, like tillage, or the appli-
cation of fertilizer or manure.
Also, avoid extreme conditions.

HOW TO SAMPLE?

Collect 15-20 core samples
to a 6-inch depth with a soil
probe from within a 3 m radius.
A shovel can also be used by
slicing a VV then remove a sliver
from one side - always trying to
get 6" deep. Place soil into clean

§

Conltact Us Today to Place an 0rder I"”l
705-435-6258 x 106

pail. REMOVE surface debris
and extract cores. PLACE cores
into a clean pail. Gently break
and mix the cores. TRANSFER
~500 ml (2 cups) of soil into
bag(s). Put bags into containers.
Label. Store in cool place until
you ship/deliver.

WHERE TO SAMPLE?

Find a relatively small and
uniform area based on:

PERFORMANCE

Inconsistent yields: often
from moisture fluctuations

Below average yields: may
have issues of compaction, ero-
sion or low organic matter

Average vyields: broadly rep-
resentative

High yields: may represent
best potential of similar soils in
the field; can be compared
against low- or average-yielding
areas

TOPOGRAPHY (slope)

Lower: water flows to / accu-
mulates in these areas; often
poorly drained unless tiled

Mid: intermediate crop pro-
ductivity

Upper: generally drier areas;
knolls and shoulder slopes likely
eroded and at high risk tillage
erosion

Data: good yield index maps,
soil property maps, or reliable
management zones can help
you select an area

Email your name, # of fields
you'd like to sample, and your
county to soils@uoguelph.ca.

Somerwlle g
Nurseries Inc.

info@somervillenurseries.com

By Dennis Gannon

We see them everywhere. It doesn’t matter if you are in
the country or the city. On a highway, county road or a mu-
nicipal street. They are operated by kids as young as 3 and
adults in their 80’s. Invented in 1817 they like most things
have evolved but the principle has remained the same. A
great sense of balance is required to operate one and once
you learn how, you will never forget. What are we talking
about, while we all know them as the ever present bicycle.

Bicycles have changed over the years from the penny
farthing to mountain bikes, bmx and now the very popular
e-bike. Bicyclists and vehicle drivers are responsible for
their actions while operating their conveyance and must fol-
low the rules established by local municipalities and the
province. Regrettably many cyclists are involved in incidents
with motor vehicles and tragically many end up in fatalities.
Knowing the rules on cycling and driving are important and
here are a few.

All bicycles require a working bell, horn or sounding de-
vice. They must be equipped with a white front light or re-
flector and a red light or reflector if they are ridden % hour
before or after sunrise or sunset. White and red reflective
tape on the front or rear forks may be substituted for the re-
flectors or lights.

All cyclists under the age of 18 are required to wear a
helmet. If a helmet has been in a collision or shows wear or
damage it should be replaced. Proper fit requires that the
chin strap fits snuggly to allow one finger between the strap
and your chin, they fit flat against your face and that the V
from the straps meet just below your ears. Most helmets are
adjustable by using the dial to permit a good fit.

Checking the equipment on your bicycle is recommended
before heading out. Are the tires properly inflated? Stamped
on the tire is the recommended inflation pressure. Check
that the bolts and/or quick release levers on the seat, seatpost,
handlebar stem and axles are tight. Are the brake pads tight
and properly aligned? Does the derailleur shift properly?

How about the shift lever? A quick check is all that it takes
to avoid problems as you hit the road.

Do you know that a bicycle is considered a vehicle under
the Highway Traffic Act and the rules of the act must be fol-
lowed? Using hand signals to indicate turns is required. It is
illegal to drive through a stop sign and failing to stop at a
red light can be costly. Riding under the influence of alcohol
or drugs have the same consequences as if you were driving
a car. Drivers of vehicles are required to provide a minimum
distance of one metre between the most protruding portion
of bicycle and the right side of the vehicle.

E-bikes have become extremely popular particularly for
those who find themselves still wanting to enjoy cycling but
find it more challenging to ride a more conventional bicycle.
Most of the rules are the same with one very significant ex-
ception. That is a power assisted device, e-bike or scooter,
can only be ridden by those 16 years or older. E-bikes do
not require insurance or be licensed and it is recommended
that you check with your insurance provider to ensure that
you have liability protection in the event of an accident. The
rider of an e-bike is required to wear a helmet.

E-bike riders do need to think about additional factors.
E-bikes are typically heavier than a conventional bicycle.
They have more power than a conventional bicycle and can
accelerate very quickly, requiring the rider to be aware of
their surroundings and the activity around them. It is recom-
mended that you don’t use the front brake alone and be care-
ful when braking with sharp turns or when the road is wet.
The motor on an e-bike can continue to provide power mo-
mentarily after letting off of the throttle, requiring riders' at-
tention. Consider being very visible by wearing bright, re-
flective clothing and having flashing lights turned on both
on the front and rear of the bike.

Cycling is fun and a great way to get around while getting
exercise. Keeping safe and enjoying the freedom cycling
can give you.

,.—4-*'

-7\ GLEARVIEW AG INC

FEED, SEED, & FARM SUPPLY

7085 Hwy 26 Stayner, ON LOM1S0
DEKALB | Purina | Lawn Care | Pet Food | Bird Seed | Farm Supplies

Email: info.clearviewag@gmail.com

Store: 705-428-2195

<t

www.clearviewaginc.ca

e TR

Small Family Farm Inc.

Order your Chicks NOW ~ We are your local dealer for
chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2025

4043 2nd Line - Cookstown - 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

n Follow us on FB Bradbury - Small Family Farm

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com

Humanely Raised (by us):
Beef « Chicken « Pork « Turkey

We also carry:
Livestock Feeds * Pet Food * Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup « Honey & much more!

Visit our Farm Shop!
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Legacy Golf Classic announces enhanced "pro-tour" experience for 2026 community fundraiser
Caledon Agricultural Society is the Major Grant Recipient from this year’s event

Following a record-breaking inaugural year that raised
$110,200 net for the Caledon community, the Legacy Golf
Classic is returning on Wednesday, September 2, 2026, with
an expanded format and enhanced guest experiences. This
year’s tournament moves to the championship North and
Hoot courses at TPC Toronto at Osprey Valley, providing
golfers with a premier, "bucket-list" experience featuring
professional-grade hospitality and high-impact philanthropy.

"This event is built on a shared commitment to the future
of our community," says Allan Thompson, event co-founder.
"By expanding our capacity this year we are able to signifi-
cantly increase our support for vital projects, including the
Caledon Agricultural Society’s efforts to build a new com-
munity and recreational hub."

Early interest has been exceptionally strong. Stand-alone
foursome registrations have already reached capacity and a
waiting list is now active. Sponsorship opportunities remain
the primary avenue for businesses or organizations looking
to align with this premier event, invest in Caledon’s long-

term sustainability and secure guaranteed golfing participa-
tion.

"The interest we're seeing is due in no small part to people
wanting to experience these spectacular facilities right here
in our own community," says Anne Thompson, event co-
founder. "The Humeniuk family and their entire team are
just as committed to Caledon’s success as we are. They are
exceptional partners and we are fortunate to have both this
facility and their team as part of our community."

As the backbone of the rural economy, farm input suppliers
and businesses have already shown strong leadership. “The
industry's commitment to this project is a testament to the
strength of our agricultural family,” adds Anne. “We are
deeply grateful to everyone who has come on board to help
us reach our goal.”

For companies looking to elevate their client relations,
the tournament offers an experience second to none. “With
Canada’s only TPC facility as our backdrop, it’s the best
way to treat your top clients to a day of excellence without

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

~

leaving the region,” says Allan. “We are thrilled to welcome
partners who recognize that supporting this cause is also a
strategic investment in their own business relationships.”

The Legacy Golf Classic is presented by the Allan and
Anne Thompson Community Fund, operating under a unique
sustainable model: 75% of proceeds are distributed as im-
mediate grants, while 25% is directed into a permanent en-
dowment. Professionally managed by the Brampton and
Caledon Community Foundation, this model ensures a lasting
stream of support for generations to come.

For full event details and remaining sponsorship oppor-
tunities, please visit [legacygolfclassic.ca].

“The incredible work of the Anne and Allan Thompson
Community Fund has been a catalyst for change. Through
the Legacy Golf Tournament they are helping us build more
than just a community centre—they are securing a legacy of
generational betterment for the Caledon Agricultural Soci-
ety.”

~ Ed Taccone, President, Caledon Agricultural Society

The South Simcoe 4-H Community
Involvement Club News Report
By Charlie Leal

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,
on-site technical advice.

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

¢ tree planting

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards

At the first meeting we did team building and we had

tile drain control boxes
and more!

abandoned well decommissioning

Call us today about your project!

elections. Our president, Catherine Reid, Vice President,
Wyatt Edward, Secretary, Evangline Leal and last but not
least the news reporter, myself, Charlie Leal.

We discussed what we wanted to do as our events and
services. Our first active service is Hike for Hospice on May

3rd. We're going to support Matthews House Hospice at
Sheldon Creek Dairy. Please come and support your com-
munity too.

Now Receiving Soybeans and Corn, call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing

Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 « www.nvca.on.ca

Ready for
adoption!
..rﬂ' v

e Corn
e Wheat
e Soybean

Receiving

Sultanis a 1+ year
old male Kangal. He
is big and would
thrive on a large
property. Experience
with guardian dogs
is best. Despite his
big bark and
guardian nature, Sul-
tan is a sweetheart
with people. Contact
Brampton  Animal
Shelter animal.ser-
vices@brampton.ca

in Oro-Medonte
705-720-0431

.. Up-to-date Cash bids for old and new crop cbrn, soys and wheat

Visit us online at WWW.addisgrain.com

2 . B
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Now online.
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A Licence to Thrill

Bond-inspired gala fuels the future of
Collingwood’s young musicians

As the Collingwood Mu-
sic Festival (CMF) busily
finalizes their outstanding
200+ artist lineup for their
2026 summer festival sea-
son, they invite supporters
far and near to join them
in their first event of the
year: Their popular annual
spring fundraiser featuring
the evocative and master-
ful sextet TCO6, comprised
of members of the Toronto
Concert Orchestra.

On the evening of Sat-
urday May 30th, the Os-
ler Bluff Ski Club will be
transformed into a James
Bond-inspired movie set
filled with mysterious mu-
sic, martinis, a delectable
gourmet dinner created by
The Road Runner Food
Company, starlit dancing,
live auction, games, laugh-
ter, and that rare moun-
tain-chalet magic only ex-
perienced at sunset on the
Niagara Escarpment.

All are encouraged to
dress to thrill; channel-
ing their inner 007 in
tuxedos, cocktail gowns
and spy gadgetry. Priz-
es will be awarded to the
best-dressed guests. This
unique fusion of spy in-
trigue and symphonic art-
istry is not to be missed:
A perfect match for a
night of fundraising with a
touch of 007 glamour and
big cinematic energy.

Collingwood Music Fes-
tival’s  Artistic  Director,
Daniel Vnukowski empha-
sizes: “Most of all, the tick-
ets purchased help to sup-
port young, local musicians
in CMF’s Youth Academy
this summer, giving them
the mentorship and opportu-
nities that can truly change
lives. The Bond event will
be a night to savour and re-
member, and a cause to feel
proud of ...”

Tickets are selling quick-
ly so should be secured now
... before they vanish! De-
tails below.

TCOG6 performs

The Toronto Concert Or-
chestra (TCO), under the
artistic direction of Sharon
Lee, a dynamic and ac-
complished violinist and
conductor, will bring an
electrifying blend of clas-
sical elegance and cinemat-
ic Bond flair to the CMF
James Bond Fundraiser.

Performing as TCO6,
their intimate sextet will re-
interpret iconic James Bond
themes alongside classical
gems, offering a sophisti-
cated and thrilling musical
journey. Sharon Lee, who
has led the TCO since 2014
and is also Music Director
of the Korean Canadian
Symphony Orchestra, en-
sures each performance is
both technically precise and
emotionally resonant.

The Collingwood Mu-
sic Festival expresses its
gratitude to Engel & Volk-
ers, and The Rydlo Family
Fund, as well as Edwards
Insurance, Osler Bluff Ski
Club, Spy Cidery, and Nich-
olas Pearce Wine for mak-
ing this important fundrais-
ing event possible.

Sharon Lee,
conductor

The details:

James Bond Fundraiser
When: Saturday May 30,
2026, 5:30 p.m.—10:00 p.m.
Where:

Osler Bluff Ski Club,
795534 The Blue Moun-
tains Clearview Townline,
The Blue Mountains
Tickets: $250 per guest
(with $150 tax receipt);
$2000 table of 8.

Purchase at: https://colling-
woodfestival.com/event/
james-bond-fundraiser/ or
(705) 416-1317

%\ TCOG will be lead by and |

feature Sharon Lee.

Delaware’s Origins Marked by Controversy and Resilience

Most communities can proudly point
to an upstanding figure, or at least a de-
cent hardworking one, as a founding
father. Sadly, the farming community
of Delaware in Middlesex County can-
not.

ing in on Allan such that when the War
of 1812 broke out, he began agitating
on the side of his erstwhile enemy as a
means of escaping justice. Allan was a
turncoat. His plan didn’t work, how-

ever. American in-

Delaware’s
founding father
was a true rapscal-
lion. Ebenezer Al-
lan was not the sort
of man one would
be proud to claim

\]ﬂlage
stories

by Andrew Hind

vasions were re-
peatedly repulsed
and British colo-
nial officials
swooped in to ar-
rest him.

Allan was held

as their own.

Born in New Jersey in 1752, Allan
was a staunch loyalist who remained
true to King and Country when the
American colonies rebelled and de-
clared independence. Allan took up
arms and served with the elite Butler’s
Rangers throughout the Revolutionary
War. So far so good, right?

But it turns out that during this time
Allan was a bigamist. He was married
to not two women simultaneously but
three, including one Native American.
All of Allan’s wives bore him children.

Like most Loyalists, Allan found
himself no longer welcome in his
homeland after the Revolution. Thou-
sands of Loyalists fled to Upper Canada
(Ontario) as a result. Allan was among
this wave of humanity. When he made
the move in 1794, he abandoned two
wives and at least three children. He
never saw them again, never con-
tributed to their welfare.

Allan received from grateful Crown
a 2000-acre land grant along the
Thames River in Middlesex. There, he
cleared land for a farm and built a grist
mill. Allan subdivided some of his land
around the mill into building lots, and
soon enough a village took root in the
mill’s shadow.

Allan soon got himself into trouble
with authorities for some of these land
transactions and, apparently, dealing in
counterfeit money. The walls were clos-

for over a year but
was released in 1813 due to ill-health.
The village he founded continued in his
absence. Thankfully most of the other
settlers, many of them also veterans of
the American War of Independence,
proved to be more loyal and just as pro-
ductive.

In 1820, the hamlet received a post
office. It took its named from the town-
ship, which in turn honors the Delaware
First Nations people who fought
bravely alongside the British during
Revolutionary War and who were
driven from the United States after the
conflict. They settled on the Thames

River.

Delaware burned to the ground a few
years later and had to be completely re-
built in 1832. A decade later and as a
reflection of its growing size and pros-
perity, the village was named the town-
ship seat and a fine brick Township Hall
was built.

That was really the height of
Delaware’s fortunes. Avoided by rail-
roads and industry, Delaware stagnated
in the later decades of the 19th century
and remained an agricultural village. In
1878, besides the still-operating mill,
Delaware claimed a few shops and tav-
erns, and little else. The 1878 of Mid-
dlesex County Atlas painted an unflat-
tering picture, noting that, “The old and
unpainted houses give it an air of di-
lapidation and decay.”

Delaware remained a small farming
community through the 20th century
and essentially remains so today.

On January Ist, 1998, Delaware
Township disappeared when it, Lobo
Township and London Township were
combined to form Middlesex Centre.
Delaware just couldn’t catch any
breaks.

W WesTERN HOTEL, DELAWARE (0,9 M1 DDLESEX, ON
Franeis JARVIS, PROPRIETOR.

MURCOTT DESIGN BUILD

Serving Simcoe County Since 1992

e Agricultural - Equestri
I rrzri == murrayscott65@outlook.com

= e e .—"_____l_l

705-721-8472
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Spring Hope & Stitching Inspiration: Turn Your Fabric Stash into

Beautiful Bags

We know spring will come, the hellebores are forming
their buds, crocuses and snow drops are lifting their heads
hoping for warmer weather, so there really is hope. I know
my “herd” of squirrels are getting into the action every-
where-they have no shame.

With the milder weather coming maybe a cozy quilt isn’t
on the project list for you. Have you considered a bag? They
are fun to make and can be made using various techniques.
Some of you may want to show off your quilting skills with
intricate blocks, others may simply want a serviceable bag
that will hold your precious belongings. So where to start...
well you may need a pattern and check out your stash for
fabric you just couldn’t bear to cut into. Bags are big so this
will be your chance to use up that impressive fabric. Now of
course, you will need to visit a quilt store as you will need
hardware. 1 have a list of things I love putting on and in
bags.

* A key fob clip that will hold keys

* Feet to keep the bottom of your bag from getting dirty

* Maybe a few zippers

* Flex foam for stable sides or even Pellon timtex which
is ultra firm and thinner than foam or if you wish Peltex and
fast2fuse are both fusible and saves stitching

* Magnetic snap if required

* Side buckles if required

So far I’ve found hardware by Emmaline bags is very
professional and stands up to lots of wear.

Two local shops that carry many purse items are Cook-
stown Concessions at 35 King St North (on their website
they have many patterns that just came up recently) and
Thimbles and Things at 1282 Brodie Drive, Severn (near
Orilla Square mall). If you are a quilt guild member mention
this at T & T and you will get a discount. At Country Con-
cessions they have a reward card system if you shop fre-
quently.

Now I’'m not wanting to put you off shopping but don’t
buy anything until you’ve found a pattern you just can’t
wait to make. Shop around or ask a friend who has made
bags to offer you some insight.

I’ve been making several bags and wallets to match re-
cently (photos of finished bags at right) and to be honest the
directions left a bit to be desired. I’ve made many notes.
Some notions on the pattern I never used, so please read the

By Janis Hamilton

pattern over to see if you re-
ally do want to make a zipper
pull or can you use another
fabric to accent the pockets
inside without spending
more money on the fabric.
One thing I didn’t need on
these projects was the fusible
interfacing, the foam was
more than ample so that
saved me money as well. I
didn’t use the fusible foam
and used clips to hold the
fabric and foam as I quilted
the fabric. The first fabric
was dragon flies, so of course
I free motioned dragon flies
on the fabric. I drew them on
by hand on the foam and re-
versed the colours for
sewing. Bobbin was varie-
gated and the top was white
to match the foam. I was
pleased with the results.
Sometimes we need to think
outside the quilting box.

The bag can be made
from old jeans and some of
the patterns below even men-
tion making them from
placemats. Well, seems the
sky might be the limit and on
a budget even.

Crossbody bags are cur-
rently in fashion and very
practical. A Japanese knot
bag is one to make quickly.
This site has the Japanese
knot bag and so many more

free patterns some made in under one hour! https://happi-
estcamper.com/free-purse-patterns-to-sew-today/

I’ve included more free patterns as well: (a market bag
with quilting) https://sewmodernbags.com/wp-content/up-

pattern.jpg
https:

Another one on the same
site has many free wallet pat-
terns: https://sewmodern-
bags.com/free-wallet-

sewing-patterns/

One of my favourite bags
to make was Ginger by Sallie
Tomato. I’ve made 3 at least
and love them all. This cross-
body bag is designed for be-
ginners and the best part is,
it also has a free video that
you can watch as many times
as you need to make sure you
get it just right.

loads/2019/12/Farmers-Market-Everyday-Tote-Bag-

Here is a zippered wallet with a free pattern and video.
//sewmodernbags.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Devon-Zipper-Pouch-patternla.jpg

-

Have a quilt show to share?
Send the details to farmview@on.aibn.com

Quilting stories and photographs are
always welcome!

~

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

HEAVY DUTY ADJUSTABLE 4-BAR GATES

Ideal for odd sized openings in any type of barn for a variety of applications.

Exclusive clamp-on ends

with option of trimming gate

to exact size required on site.

2 adjustable hinge options
Adjustable length

Telescopic option

Various lengths available.
Heavy-duty construction ensures
years of trouble free service.

Hot dipped galvanized for

increased durability.

Partner AGI

-

919-934-2343

www.partneragservices.com

Distributor for

Y/ CANARM'
AgSystems™

Don’t miss out on what’s coming up next—check out page 19
for a full list of upcoming quilt and craft shows!
There’s something for every maker to enjoy and explore.

GRAIN HAULING

D

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION
CONTROL. Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment
installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.

REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF
BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS

Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!
PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211
DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300
OFFICE 705-322-9292
email digfarmdrain@hotmail.com
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,

\_ PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM 705-331-5371 )

Elmvale, Ontario
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Addis Grain hosts annual marketing meeting

Synopsis, photographs by Don Beaulieu

The annual spring meeting at Addis Grain in Oro-Me-
donte at the beginning of April was well-attended, circa 80
attendees came out. Two guest speakers delved into vari-
ous marking aspects, a somewhat more-than-usual difficult
task given today’s political climate.

Before the official presentations got underway, there was
time for networking and schmoozing with coffee, donuts
and muffins on hand, courtesy of TD Bank.

The first speaker up, in-
troduced by Addis President
Kevin Eisses was John Lan-
thier of Market Smart Inc.
out of Tillsonburg, Ontario.
Market Smart is an agri-
cultural advisory service
providing grain marketing,
consulting and procurement
services to producers, par-
ticularly in the Lake Huron
to Barrie region. It focuses
on helping farmers set sales
goals based on their cost of
production.

John Lanthier

In his introduction, Eisses said “John’s clients are today’s
modern farmers seeking knowledge in their field, bringing
value to the farm”.

Early on Lanthier said we are “swimming in grain” and
yet, we are seeing the highest prices for some commodities.
The United States had record grain production last year.
We have record world wheat production; we currently have
more production than usage. World corn supply is hitting a
record high, based on 2-billion bushels more supply from
the United States. Brazil’s soybean production is up. Cana-
da had a 40 million ton wheat crop last year, another record
high. These are just some of the first highlights he pointed
out, supported by charts.

As with all talks and insights on marketing, the details of
interactions of weather and political events becomes very
complex. This complexity seems to be something Lanthi-
er enjoys working with and planning around. A number
of charts showed major gains and drops related to recent
and memorable news events lasting some time. Some late
night tweets from the U.S. President resulted in very quick
changes in a commodities trajectory.

Screwworms are causing issues in North America again.
At the beginning of this century they were essentially
eradicated here, but... in 2024 and 2025, the New World
screwworm was once again detected in Mexico, leading
to renewed efforts to prevent its re-emergence as a threat
to agriculture. Meanwhile, the parasitic bowfly whose lar-
vae feeds on living tissue of warm-blooded animals (such

GOTLAND?

We're scouting sites for future conservation projects like wetlands,
grasslands or tree-planting. If your land is the right fit, we'll design
and build the habitat for free, and you can get paid through a

land lease. Not all sites will qualify, but if you're open to
hosting nature, we'd love to hear from you.

as cattle) is still widespread
in tropical and subtropical
parts of the Caribbean and
South America, so that ani-
mals imported from these ar-
eas to non-endemic regions
must be inspected or treated
to prevent the pest’s reintro-
duction.

Lanthier enjoyed a decent
question and answer period
after his talk; a good sign
that the audience was en-
gaged with his presentation.

»
“Markets are very complex
right now because you have
the bullish side of things

and all of that, and there
is the commodity space
where our competitors
in South America are
bringing home a
record crop.”
—dJohn Lanthierl

Market Smart Inc.
AT

Scott Hansen

The second speaker of the
morning event was Scott
Hansen of White Commer-
cial Corporation. Hanson is a
merchandising specialist and
has been with White Com-
mercial since 1991.

Eisses introduced him by
saying Hansen “..has played
akey role in helping grain ele-
vators and producers navigate the complexities of grain mar-
keting with a passion for education and practical solutions”.

Hansen began his presentation with some truthful but
amusing anecdotes showing how farmers here in Ontario
have the same issues and perceptions that farmers in his
own home state of lowa have.

He explained that the difference between the good mar-
keters and those who struggle is emotion; the inability to
make a decision. A lot has to do with how you respond after
a sale. Many people will fret over a sale if the price goes up

because of energy and war r| h

Kevin Eisses

When Hansen was fin-
ished, Eisses took some time
to talk about Addis Grain
a bit. The business has en-
joyed their current location
for seven years now. He took
a moment to recognize his
team.

As he does each year, he
explained how the compa-
ny name came about: The
name Addis Grain originat-
ed from a Food Study Tour
sponsored by the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank (CFGB)
that Kevin participated in
that went to Ethiopia during
the winter of 2016. “It was a
very gratifying trip to visit
Ethiopian farmers and con-
firm the support that CFGB
offers to them”.

The CFGB is supported
largely by projects such as
the Loaves and Fishes grow-
ing project that the Eisses family is a part of in South Sim-
coe. The name Addis is part of the capital city in Ethiopia
named Addis Ababa. Addis means “new” in the Ambharic
language which is one of Ethiopia’s national languages.

Addis Grain will continue to support CFGB in its goal of
“a world without hunger”.

The speeches gave way to another excellent pulled-pork
lunch provided by Julia and Jason of Sarge’s Pit Crew from
Barrie. Salads, cookies and soft drinks rounded out the of-
ferings. Networking regained momentum during lunch too.

the next day, he explained.

“There are people in this world who will spend the next
six weeks not making another sale because it went up, and
the money they lost... It gets very hard to make a decision if
you’re afraid to be wrong”. His remedy if the market goes
up is sell some more. He reasons that “Unless this is your
last year farming, you’re always going to have more to sell”.

Hansen spoke to many aspects of corn, soybeans and
wheat offering insights from his 48 years in the grain
business.

He continued to insert stories or scenarios that brought a
commonality to farmers everywhere, keeping his audience
engaged with relatable experiences.

In wrapping up his talk, Hansen said “Once you know
a price you want for corn or wheat, put in a target. 75% to
80% of the targets put in by you guys are filled when you
are sleeping. That’s when something happens in the mar-
ket...” that causes it to jump for a short time.

“The number one mistake
farmers make when it comes
to marketing their grain? They

don’t sell. \

—Scott Hansen
White Commercial Inc.

Contact us today to get started on a 2026 project,

or to discuss the best options for your farm:

705-721-4444

ontario@ducks.ca

&
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Tirestone

northwaytireQoutlook.com

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.

24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1LO
www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Agricultural Anecdotes

from .
Farmer Tim

Yesterday, the papers were signed.
The farms are officially out of my
parents’ estate and in my name. Like
most farmers, I am land rich and cash
poor.

It’s a moment I imagined for years.
It is something I worked toward,
waited for, and thought would feel
triumphant. Instead, it feels... quiet.
A little anticlimactic. There was no
celebration, no sense of arrival. Just
a deep breath and the weight of what
it really means.

These farms don’t feel new to me.
They’re stitched into my life, my
memories, my parents’ voices and
values. They were earned the long
way — through a lifetime of sweat
equity. Early mornings, late nights,
missed weekends, calloused hands,
and years of dedication that never

9(9\‘%\'7%@/:3"

Signed Responsibility

came with guarantees. The kind of
work you don’t keep track of because
it’s just what needs to be done. Sign-
ing my name today didn’t erase that
history — it underlined it.

What it brought instead was re-
sponsibility and stress. Also, the re-
alization that the decisions, the risks,
the sleepless nights now land
squarely on my shoulders. Steward-
ship isn’t just about land and build-
ings, but about honouring the people
who built it and the work already
poured into it.

Doing this without my parents here
is hard in ways I didn’t expect. [ wish
I could call them, tell them it’s done,
ask one more question, and hear their
reassurance. Pride and grief sit side
by side today, and neither one cancels
the other out.

If this experience has taught me
anything, it’s how important succes-
sion planning really is and how com-
plicated it can be. It’s not just paper-
work and lawyers. It’s emotion,
timing, family dynamics, and con-
versations we often put off because
they’re uncomfortable. However,
avoiding them doesn’t make it easier
later.

Today, I'm reminding myself that
feeling overwhelmed doesn’t mean
I’m ungrateful. It means I care. And
that caring, along with the years of
work already invested, is what will
carry these farms forward, with re-
spect for the past and responsibility
for the future. Here’s to generations
to come. Thanks for your blood,
sweat and tears mom and dad. We
will make you proud.

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his
stories through social media for many years.
Tim is quoted saying “All farmers need to get their stories out there

and have fun while they do it!”

SHOWROONM
EULL OF
INVENTORY

Wucklite

TRAILER LIGHTING

CARGO

705

County Rd.?, Stayner, ON, LOM

eerEntltd

.,
SECUREMENT SOLUTIONS

1
705-466-2600 | Toll Free: 844-466-2600

£ XEc¢

150

True North Mechanical
Air Syecmﬁst
Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA

Sewing Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.
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Spring Season Begins with
Strong Support for Simcoe
North Farmers

Message from MPP Dunlop

As spring arrives across Simcoe North, it marks one of
the most important and demanding seasons for our local
farming community. Fields are being prepared, equipment
is rolling, and families are once again focused on the work
that sustains not only our region, but our province. I want to
take a moment to recognize the dedication and resilience of
our farmers, whose efforts ensure Ontario families have ac-
cess to safe, high-quality, locally produced food.

Through the 2026 provincial budget, Ontario is making
targeted investments to strengthen agriculture and agri-food
competitiveness. This includes increased funding for risk
management programs, expanded research and innovation
initiatives, and support for local supply chains through the
Buy Ontario Act. Additionally, over $40 million is being in-
vested into agricultural research and innovation to help farm-
ers adopt new technologies and improve productivity. These
initiatives are designed to ensure our agricultural sector re-
mains strong, sustainable, and globally competitive.

Farmers are also encouraged to participate in the upcoming
2026 Census of Agriculture, running from May through July.
This important initiative helps provide an accurate picture
of the industry and ensures that programs and policies reflect
the real needs of farm operations across Ontario.

As we move through this busy season, I also invite you to
take a well-deserved break and join me at our Annual Seniors
Day on May 20th at Barnfield Point Recreation Centre. This
free event will feature vendor booths, informative guest
speakers, and lunch, offering a great opportunity to connect
with others in the community.

Wishing all of our farmers a safe, productive, and suc-
cessful spring season

BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS

CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

RIS - Barn painting - Pressure

washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying
and repair

Fully WSIB Insured

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
www.cravenmaintenance.ca

z<marshall w. driver ‘
cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com

Farmland
Health
Check-Up

The Farmland Health
Check-Up (FHCU) for field
crop acres is now available
across Ontario.

The sooner you take part,
the sooner you’ll see the ben-
efits on your farm. With a
free one-on-one assessment,
you can:

- Walk your fields with a
CCA or P.Ag advisor

- Identify practical steps
to improve soil health and re-
silience

Build a plan that
strengthens your farm for the
future

Why wait until next sea-
son? Start now and make
changes that matter today.
Connect with an Advisor to
start your free check-up:

https://www.farmland-
healthcheckup.net/ca-
en/find-an-advisor/

Looking to deliver the
Farmland Health Check-Up?
All certification steps can be
found on the Advisor Certi-
fication page

https://www.farmland-
healthcheckup.net/ca-en/ad-
visor-certification/

. s
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Quilt & Craft
Shows for
the Traveler

Sunshine Fibre Fest
May 2nd
ODAS Park
sunshinefibrefest.ca

Sunshine Quilt Show
May 8th and 9th
ODAS park
www.orilliaquilters
qguild.com

Sarnia Quilters Guild
May 29th - 30th
https://sarniaquiltersguild.org/our
-quilt-show

Grey County Charmer’s Quilt
Club
May 29th - 30th
info@threadsthatbind.ca

Arnprior & District Quilters’ Guild
May 30th - 31st
https://quiltguilds.com/event/quilt
ing-in-the-valley-2026-quilt-
show-in-arnprior-ontario-canada/

New Millennium Quilters’ Guild
May 30th - 31st
https://newmillenniumquiltersg
uild.wordpress.com/quilt-show/

-
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Our government continues to stand with
farmers and producers through strategic
investments, including up to $20 million through
the Market Diversification and Trade Resiliency
and increasing support through programs like
the Risk Management Program. Thank you to
everyone working across Ontario’s agri-food
sector for your leadership, resilience, and

commitment to excellence.

Providing Provincial Support

in Stmcoe North

e Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
e Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates

¢ Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)

e GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons

and seniors)
e Health Care

e Health Cards/OHIP Issues

e Natural Resources & the Environment

e Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)

e Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP) .

e Provincial Government Programs ..

e Seniors Issues

e Small Business Issues

e Transportation

h e Workplace Safety &

Insurance Board (WSIB)

3

JILL

Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)

DUNLOP '

MPP - Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 ¢ Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org
JillDunlopMPP.ca

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts

PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 23rd
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. “rain or shine”
Location: Heritage Park, Hwy 92, EImvale
Cash /etransfer only
Locally grown, reasonably priced, hardy Perennials,
Annuals, Hostas, Herbs, Ground Covers, Shrubs,
Native Plants, Vegetables
Questions or Donations Contact edgeelmvale@gmail.com
$25.00 Annual Memberships sold
Website: elmvalegardenclub.ca

O

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER
Where every photo becomes a Masterpiece

705-321-2592

RundlesPhotography.com @rundles_photography

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

..-.._.:* _rx‘ﬁ}'“ s
Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Eimvale, Ontario

F FIRE-ALERT Simcoe County & area

- Mobile fire extinguisher service & sales
- Commercial/Industrial/Farm/Residential
- NFPA 10 Compliant

Brad Ayres (705) 241-4574
brad @fire-alert.ca
FIRE-ALERT.CA

WRailfence

May 5
AgriFest - Essa Agriplex
May 7
Orangeville Public Library
May 15
Caledon Village Library
May 16
Utopia Market
May 21
Keswick Public Library
May 27
Shelbume Public Library
May 30
Guelph Public Library
More details at
railfencebooks.com/events

Spruce Valley
Nov

Community Garden
by Caralyn | Mormis
llustratiors by Richard McNaughton

Railfence Pyunch

Railfence [J_)un."n

w
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Nature’s Sweet Gift

Story and photos by Andrej Baca

As winter loosens its grip and the rhythm of spring begins to stir, a quiet transformation
unfolds in the maple forests of Ontario. Cold nights followed by warmer days create the
perfect conditions for one of nature’s most remarkable processes: the flow of maple sap. It’s
a fleeting season, but one that yields a timeless reward—pure maple syrup.

At first glance, sap seems unremarkable. Clear and watery, it carries only the faintest
trace of sweetness—so subtle that you might not taste it at all. Yet this humble liquid holds
incredible potential. It takes an astonishing 40 litres of sap to produce just one litre of maple
syrup, a testament to both the patience and precision required in its creation.

At the heart of this process
is Bray’s Maple Syrup,
where tradition and innova-
tion come together. The sap
is carefully collected and fil-
tered using reverse osmosis,
a globally recognized method
that removes microscopic
impurities while preserving
the sap’s natural flavour. It is
then heated to just the right
temperature, further refined,
and finally transformed into
the rich, golden syrup that
graces breakfast tables across
the country.

Behind every bottle is the
dedication of Greg Bray and
his family. With more than
35 years of experience, Greg
works alongside his wife,
their three daughters, and his
stepfather to run the farm. Their operation spans nearly two kilometres of sap lines, along
with fittings and a condenser that all require constant attention. It’s a true family effort, es-
pecially during challenging times—Ilike the aftermath of last spring’s ice storm, when weeks
of hard work were needed to restore the system.

Unlike many modern operations, the Brays use a wood-fired evaporator. The firewood is
sustainably harvested from their own renewable forest, and this traditional method imparts
a subtle hint of wood smoke into the syrup, giving it a distinctive and memorable flavour.
Each batch is brought to approximately 190 degrees before being carefully hand-bottled by
Greg himself into 500 ml glass bottles.

The farm comes alive during March Break and Easter, when Greg welcomes visitors—
from school groups and scouts to families eager to experience the magic of maple syrup
production firsthand. Outside of these times, the farm operates on a self-serve basis or by
special arrangement, offering options like custom and corpo-
rate gift orders.

Bray’s Maple Syrup is more than just a product; it’s a re-
flection of craftsmanship, resilience, and a deep respect for
nature. You can find Maple Heights products in local stores
and at Farm Boy, bringing a taste of the forest right into your
home.

As the seasons turn, it’s worth marking your calendar for
the next March Break or Easter weekend open house. Whether
on your phone, computer, or kitchen wall, make a note for
2027—it’s an experience that promises not just sweetness,
but a deeper appreciation for one of nature’s finest gifts.

Greg Bray hand-bottles 190-degree maple syrup into
500 ml glass bottles, a careful final step in the tradi-
tional production process at Bray’s Maple Syrup.

< SNE L L ¥ N T

Greg Bray (far right) stands with his wife, three daughters, and stepfather at Bray’s
Maple Syrup, where the family works together to produce traditional wood-fired
maple syrup during Ontario’s short but busy sugaring season.

After The Chores:

The Predator

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

There is truth in that something is often
not missed- until it is not there.

I miss chickens. Loud demanding baas
from the sheep just aren’t mornings, I miss
the rooster’s crow.

There are exactly 0 chickens in the barn-
and not by choice.

Sweetie saw a shadow in the chicken part
of the barn- and there it started. The next
morning I came to the barn and found a car-
pet of red and white feathers and chicken
bodies. One night, there was a loss of 24.

We called in my family and got all the
live traps there and added them to ours. It
was like we put up a sign “Come in, we are
Open!” as the killing continued, now in the
daytime. It was clear we needed help.

Relocating a killer predator was out of the
question so the option was to find a trapper
with the intent to kill this killer. In this area,
Trapper Phil is highly respected so I did a
search and tracked down his spouse on social
media. It was only a couple of days, when
Trapper Phil had a local trapper here with a
plan. The trapper had different “options” he
said. The first plan was traps to “protect the
barn cat” as the one trap would take out any-
thing if they got too close. Trappers can be
kind hearted people too and this guy was
certainly one of those.

The second plan had a plan that Phil said
“would work for sure”. It was a trap that was
“impossible to get past if was to be set in a
certain way”’ Phil said. More warnings for
what would happen to the old barn cat if he
even looked in. The old barn cat was far too
wise to ever get caught in any trap, we as-
sured this kind hearted trapper. While the
worry over the barn cat happened, this pred-
ator was taking out more chickens.

In one flock was an elderly white rooster.
The rooster had a sunrise coloured bright red
comb and white and black feathers. He was
very handsome and made the hens swoon all
around him. Sadly the handsome rooster was
taken out too. And to top it off, I actually
saw this predator that took out this nice old
rooster. The predator was seen as he trotted
around the pen, around the traps.

The predator had a deep brown coat. The
predator was a mink.

Sweetie was raising pullets to sell along
with his own in one pen. We called the buyers
and said the pullets must go NOW. It was a
mad scramble at their end to take on 30 pul-
lets with half a day warning in this cold win-
ter- but it was clear this predator was not go-
ing to be stopped. The 30 got homed, just in
time as the mink moved over to that pen to
continue his rampage. We had a loud radio,
seven traps and we were in the barn several
times a day- and the mink was unstoppable.
The last four surviving pullets literally flew
over their pen, much like a scene out of
Bionic Woman, and I found them under my
rabbit cages one morning. It was sad to find
the little brown eggs they laid- this was a
productive flock that would have made a lot
of healthy food. The final four thankfully got
rehomed to a safe place with the other 30.

A mink falls under wildlife and therefore,
there is “some” compensation available from
the Township. I called and immediately had
a super nice understanding livestock evalua-
tor here. Farmers seldom get the privilege to
work with another farmer as there are so few
of us now. This evaluator/farmer was a light
in a dark time. She understood this was a
hard time for compassion and purpose rea-
sons. It was horrible to see this predator’s
work. She warned that the Township no
longer sets any values of livestock- and it is
entirely decided at the provincial level. The
Province agricultural division is about 20
years behind the current value of pullets.
For the starting-to-lay 24 pullets valued at
about $18 each in the real world, the province
valued then at just under $90- for all of them.

The chicken pens were now silent. And
the traps stayed empty. The mink still vis-
ited- and he was heard one night at chores
under the mower deck for the Kubota stored
next to the chicken pen. This mower deck
might well have been his secret hidey hole
all winter. Sweetie moved the mower deck
the next evening out of the barn.

It was a happy day a few days later when
Sweetie came to the barn and found the “Phil
said would work for sure” trap looking dif-
ferent. After an inspection, it was found the
mink predator’s reign was finally over.

The plan is to restock chickens in the next
few weeks. We are just praying this mink
was a bachelor.

My office is here to assist with any federal
programs including CRA, Passports, Service
Canada, and Immigration.

DOUG SHIPLEY MP

BARRIE - SPRINGWATER - ORO-MEDONTE
DOUG.SHIPLEY@PARL.GC.CA - (705) 728-2596

DOUGSHIPLEYMP.CA
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SSEA Launches Program Supporting on
Farm Stewardship Projects

The Severn Sound Environmental Association (SSEA) is excited to announce the SSEA
Agriculture & Nature Initiative, with funding support from the Resilient Agricultural Land-
scape Program (RALP) — Marginal Lands Initiative. This project is funded in part by the
Governments of Canada and Ontario under the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership
(Sustainable CAP), a five-year, federal-provincial-territorial initiative. The RALP Marginal
Lands Initiative is administered by Conservation Ontario in partnership with local organi-
zations to assist farmers undertaking larger environmental projects by offering the support
and resources needed to implement meaningful changes. This initiative will improve marginal
areas of farmland, fostering environmental benefits while bolstering productivity.

The SSEA will support farmers in creating or enhancing natural features like pollinator
habitat, streamside buffers, shelterbelts, tree and shrub plantings, and native grassland.
Farmers may be eligible for up to 100% funding to cover project costs, and the SSEA
provides site-specific guidance and assistance with projects from start to finish. This program
aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, sequester carbon, and increase ecosystem goods
and services.

“Farmers are stewards of the land and have long been a cornerstone in protecting and im-
proving the Severn Sound watershed” said Julie Cayley, SSEA Executive Director “by
working collaboratively, particularly on marginal lands, we can continue to support both
environmental health and our agriculture community”.

Matt Ververs, President of the North Simcoe Soil and Crop Improvement Association
says “This funding is a great opportunity for farmers in Severn Sound. As farmers, we
know our land best and have a long tradition of caring for it. By continuing to work together
with the Severn Sound Environmental Association, especially on marginal acres, we can
strengthen our farms while also protecting the health of our watershed. It’s a practical way
for our farm community to make a lasting difference for both agriculture and the environ-
ment.”

SSEA encourages farmers in the Severn Sound watershed area to reach out for more in-
formation or to discuss potential project ideas. SSEA staff will conduct a site visit and assist
with planning, the application process, and project implementation.

For more information, contact Travis at SSEA (office 705-534-7283, cell 705-528-2322,
email Stewardship@severnsound.ca) or visit www.severnsound.ca

Get
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JIM& ELIZABETH BAKER 705-430-9873
jbfarm2018@outiook.com
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2026 IS GOING TO BE A ROUGH YEAR FOR
MORTGAGES BUT ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL
CAN HELP LIGHTEN THE LOAD

Tracy Green, Broker at Ontario-Wide Financial says, “close to 60% of Canadians mort-
gages are going to be coming up for renewal in 2025-2026. This will make it one of the
most significant mortgage renewal periods in decades. And this is stressing out a lot of
homeowners!”

That works out to approximately 1.15 million Canadian mortgages across the country,
with many borrowers facing significantly higher payments after locking in low rates during
the pandemic. While specific numbers vary by source, projections from the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) point to this large volume of renewals in 2026, impacting
a massive number of households.

“Well, we have the first year “2025” under our belt and we’ve worked really hard to
help our clients have as much of a soft landing as possible. We’ve been busy consolidating
debt and negotiating the best rates possible for renewals, refinances and reverse mortgages,”
says Tracy Green 35-year veteran in the mortgage industry, and Owner of Ontario-Wide Fi-
nancial. “One advantage in 2026 is that rates have gone down from last year although there
is no guarantee for how long. AND YES, WE NEGOTIATE RATES FOR OUR CLIENTS!

I’m not going to sugarcoat it; things are very unpredictable, with tariffs and droughts af-
fecting livestock, making food prices soar, and the uneasiness of the economy resulting in
falling property values. So, for clients with upcoming mortgage renewals carrying significant
debt, whether it be loans, credit cards, property or income taxes, CERB repayment etc., it’s
important to reevaluate the whole picture now to see if there is a better and more affordable
way to restructure.

Homeowners thinking about doing upgrades to their homes or securing a credit line for
future expenses or just to have as a cushion, now is the time!

Don’t think you’ll qualify or have already been turned down? Here at Ontario-Wide I
hear this constantly and while I can’t help in every situation many of my clients have been
surprised and happy with the outcome once they did call. I work personally with every
single client. It is my job to do my best to help my clients achieve their goals.”

Have questions? Call! Because each client’s situation is unique let’s have a one-on-one
discussion to see what options are available to you with no pressure or obligation to move
forward.

At Ontario-Wide Tracy works to find solutions for all realms of clients.

“I AM AN EXPERT IN ALL MORTGAGE PRODUCTS INCLUDING BANK MORT-
GAGES, “B” MORTGAGES, CREDIT LINES, PRIVATE MORTGAGES AND REVERSE
MORTGAGES.

I work with clients that have great credit, good, tarnished or bad credit with no judgement.
Employed, self employed, retired and clients on assistance.

We have programs that accommodate many situations. Including bankruptcy, proposals,
tax and mortgage arrears and pensioners with limited to no income.”

Why is it ESPECIALLY important to consolidate debt and mortgages maturing in 2026
for some homeowners?

Consolidating mortgages and loans during renewal in 2026 is important because it lets
you combine high-interest debts (like credit cards) with your mortgage, often securing a
lower interest rate, simplifying payments into one bill, improving monthly cash flow, and
potentially paying off debt faster by lowering overall costs, and because you’re up for
renewal you won’t have penalties to do so!

Key Benefits

2026 rates are lower than last year and over all still reasonable so a good time if you’re
not planning to sell anytime soon to lock in a longer term at a reasonable rate if your
looking for security and peace of mind.

Alternatively variable mortgages are reasonably less and if you’re thinking shorter term
or want to take advantage of lower rates to lock in later, now is also a good time as long as
you keep a close eye on the movement of current rates.

Lower Interest Rates: Mortgage rates are usually much lower than credit card or
personal loan rates, saving you significant money over time.

Simplified Finances: Instead of juggling multiple bills with different due dates, you'll
have just one payment, making budgeting easier.

Improved Cash Flow: Lower overall interest and potentially extended terms can sig-
nificantly reduce your total monthly payment, freeing up cash.

A good time to prepare for income taxes owed.

Pay off the debt owed from Covid “CERB” (Canada Emergency Response benefit) bal-
ances to avoid penalties.

Faster Debt Payoff (Potentially): While you can extend the term, a lower rate can help
you pay down principal more effectively, reducing total interest paid.

Review Your Whole Financial Picture: Don't just accept your bank's offer; look at all
debts, not just the mortgage.

Consult a Professional: Consider talking to Tracy to see if consolidation is right for
your specific situation. Tracy at Ontario-Wide Financial will go over your finances together
with you to determine what the next step is in the right approach to help reduce financial
strain and interest.

Tracy Green 416-925-3974/705-259-3974/1-888-307-7799
Mortgage Broker/Owner Level 2 FSRA Licence #12456
www.ontario-widefinancial.com
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They say that April showers bring May flowers, but in
our community, we know that May flowers bring the wed-
ding season! As the landscape transforms into a vibrant
tapestry of new growth, it is only natural that our hearts
turn toward the thought of couples blooming and flourish-
ing, which is the union of two people in marriage. It is the
beginning of a busy season where the external beauty of
nature mirrors the internal beauty of a couple committing
to a shared future. While the air is currently thick with talk
of floral arrangements and venue tours, I find myself re-
flecting on something deeper about May flowers and wed-
ding season. As a minister, I see the wedding day as the be-
ginning of the beautiful budding flower and the marriage
itself is the garden that requires a lifetime of tending.

It is easy to get swept up in the whirlwind of the day. In
the rush to choose the perfect linens or manage a complex
guest list, many couples find their sense of peace beginning
to fray. I often remind those I work with that the most im-
portant part of the wedding is the two people standing at
the center of it. It is vital to find calm in the journey of
planning by keeping the focus on your connection rather
than just the expectations of the guests. When we lose sight
of the couple, the wedding day can become a performance.
However, when we prioritize the couple, the ceremony be-

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely

Soul Sisters Celebrations
May Flowers

comes the first intentional act of cultivation for their perfect
day. It serves as the very first step in tending that lifelong
garden, ensuring the soil of the marriage is rich with purpose
before the first seeds are even sown.

I recently worked with a pair who felt overwhelmed by
the noise of outside opinions. We sat down together and
stripped away the “shoulds” to focus on what actually made
them feel seen as a couple. Taking those ideas and concepts
and weaving small, quiet threads of their shared history
into the service, things that only they truly understood, felt
like a blessing as they were thrilled with how their ceremony
“felt just like them”. Watching them find their calm as they
realized the day was truly about their unique bond was a
beautiful reminder of why I do this. One of my favorite
things to do for couples is to craft a ceremony that speaks
directly to them and honors them as a pair. This process
ensures that when you look back, you do not just remember
the decor, but the specific roots you planted that afternoon.

Think of a relationship as a living altar. In many tradi-
tions, we recognize that when two people join, they are not
just combining lives but creating a third, spiritual entity.
Just as a garden is not sustained by a single rainfall, this
bond is nourished by the private and often invisible acts of
devotion like the choice to listen when one is tired or the

o

grace to forgive. This is where true power resides, in the
persistent and loving energy that transforms two separate
lives into a singular haven.

My role is to find the right words and elements to blend
together, capturing the exact vibe a couple is going for
while ensuring all legal and spiritual requirements are met
with grace. Ceremonies can range from deeply personalized
and intricate to beautifully simple, and while some are rich
with spiritual components, others may focus more on the
human connection, shining light on a couple. Regardless
of the style, the energy brought to a wedding ceremony
sets the momentum for the life that follows. It is about
choosing the right climate for your commitment to grow.

Finally, for those who are guests or loved ones this sea-
son, remember that your most sacred role is to be the fence
around this new garden, not the storm within it. If you
know someone getting married, honor their day by allowing
them the grace to choose their own path. True support
means stepping back from the pressure of expectation and
instead offering a space of peace. Let us allow every couple
to breathe, to be still, and to plant their seeds exactly where
their spirits lead them. Together, we can create a beginning
that is as robust and radiant as the love you intend to carry

A

Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com

AGBUSINESS

PHONE: 705-722-0138

EMAIL:

farmview@on.aibn.com

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 11 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 1 month FREE!

We’re working on
ik

. “el

Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL » RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

DALSTON STORE

This spring, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE ¢ FARM SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
* Masterfeeds /
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
» Electric fencing supplies
+ Gates + Bale Feeders
1696 Penetangwshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario  Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079

RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including

new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors.

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North ‘Mecﬁamca[

Air S}oeaaﬁst

Meeting all your heating and air condltlonmg needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe County and Surrmmcﬁ’rg Area.

<@ 1l EM&[Z@ ’4 pW?

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting

Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

Primo Service,
Primo Quality,
Primo People/

=1 PRIMO
a0 aenerarion PAVING .ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)
F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Colin's

SHALL (EHEINES

Maintenance & Repairs
Chainsaw Sharpening, Tire Changing, Balancing & Sales,
Hydraulic Hose & Crimping, Custom Built Trailers & Wiring,
Welding & Custom Fabricating,
Colin's Custom Cnc Plasma Cutting
Tool & Equipment Rentals
Local Pick up & Delivery Available

(705) 434-2308
www.colinssmallengines.com
colinssmallengines@hotmail.com

6126 Concession Rd 3
Everett ON LOM 1J0

Christian Farmers Federation
of Ontario,

Central Ontario District:
info@christianfarmers.org
1-855-800-0306
christianfarmers.org

OFA Members Service Representative:
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276

email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444

email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca

705-726-9300 ext 1224

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

The Wet Basement Specialist
05 Waterproofing Inc.

416-677-8780
Waterproofing - Concrete Work
Underpinning - Foundation Repairs
Excavation & more

WetBasementSpecialist.ca

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com

Peel County Federation of Agriculture
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com

OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and

Grey Ag Services: York:
519-986-3756

info@greyagservices.ca

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca

York Region Federation of Agriculture

york@ofa.on.ca

Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement
Association

1-800-265-9751
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org
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Students Dive into Great Lakes Learning at Wasaga Beach

On March 31st, 2026 the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) wel-
comed 80 students from three local boards
to Wasaga Beach for the Lake Huron Student
Conference. The event was supported by
$25,000 in funding from the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MECP).

The Great Lakes and their connected wa-
tersheds support drinking water, manufac-
turing, transportation, agriculture, tourism,
recreation, and fisheries across Ontario. At
the conference, students explored how Lake
Huron shapes local communities and gained
practical knowledge about how they can con-
tribute to the stewardship of this globally
significant freshwater ecosystem.

“Our government is proud to champion
the Lake Huron Student Conference—an in-
spiring initiative that brings the story of the
Great Lakes to life for students, highlighting
their vital role in our environment, economy,
and communities,” said Todd McCarthy,

' CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

farmview@on.aibn.com

email:

Minister of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks. “Through Ontario’s Great Lakes
program, the Nottawasaga Valley Conserva-
tion Authority and its partners are empower-
ing young people to step forward as stewards
of Lake Huron—ensuring these precious
freshwater resources are protected and sus-
tained across the Great Lakes Basin for gen-
erations to come.”

Students from Simcoe Muskoka Catholic
District School Board, Bluewater District
School Board, and Simcoe County District
School Board examined Lake Huron’s cul-
tural, ecological, social and economic im-
portance along the shoreline and throughout
the watershed.

The day began outdoors on the beach. Par-
ticipants were invited to participate in a
smudge ceremony, led by an Indigenous
Elder and a Knowledge Keeper. They learned
about the landscape and how it was formed,
and they were introduced to Indigenous per-
spectives about the water and land. Scales

Nature Park brought in live turtle and snake
species and shared why these animals are
species at risk, taking the event into
lunchtime, when the representative from the
Great Lakes Office gave a keynote address.

Afternoon workshops featured local pro-
fessionals who shared their diverse, and often
lesser-known career pathways in freshwater
science, environmental management, and
sustainable technology — some careers which
students had never heard of before. They
also explored local environmental issues and
the innovative solutions being used to reduce
human impacts on the natural world we all
share.

“In partnership with our local school
boards, this event was co-designed for youth
in secondary school, focusing on Grades 9
Geography classes as well as the Specialist
High Skills Major program in Grades 11 and
12,” said Naomi Saunders, Manager of En-
vironmental Education at NVCA. “These
students are at a stage when they’re starting

to think seriously about their future. By con-
necting curriculum topics like physical ge-
ography, human-environment interactions,
and land use planning to the real-world chal-
lenges facing Lake Huron, we’re creating
meaningful learning experiences. Today’s
program builds knowledge and skills that
students will continue to develop through
the follow-up stewardship activities in their
home communities.”

The Lake Huron Student Conference ex-
perience will be shared with additional edu-
cators within these participating school
boards expanding the impact of this initiative
beyond the teachers and their students di-
rectly involved. NVCA encourages education
leads, teachers, and community partners to
further explore the ideas and collaborations
for future learning opportunities to inspire
the next generation of leaders who will stew-
ard Lake Huron and the Great Lakes for
decades to come.

Free classified word ad's can be mailed, emailed or faxed by the 15th of the month for the next month's issue.
Telephone orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Ad’s run for one month only and must be re-
submitted each month to be repeated. Mailing information is on page 4.

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

Kevin Barker & Greg Snoddon Auctions

Timed online consignment auctions featuring farm and construction
equipment, tractors, vehicles, trailers, tools and much more.
The next online sale is the
May Consignment Sale,

May 18th - May 26th, 2026

Visit our website for more information
www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

705-328-1478

3484 Hwy. 35 Lindsay, Ontario

FOR SALE Wanted
International Super
W4 farm tractor.
22 x 32 or 22 x 38
Dion Threshing
Machine.Please
phone in evenings
905-983-9331.

Harley Dawdson Golf Cart

MASONRY SERVICES

Completely gone over,
new seats, front axle and
new bearing. Rewired,
new lights and switch.
Excellent shape.

Eli Noble
Masonry Specialist

905-904-1570

ednoble2@gmail.com

I Service areas include
Barrie, Durham and the GTA

Asking $5,500.00 or best offer.
Call 705-741-6097 or 1-800-954-9998.

FARM & AUTO BATTERIES FREE ADS

1956 John Deere 420 U.
Last of the 2 cylinder ver-
tical engines (Johnny
Popper) All new tires, Pul-
ley 3 point hitch. One

KAWARTHA BATTERY

AUTO - MARINE - FARM - COMMERCIAL
GAS - DIESEL - GENERATORS

TRACTOR CHAINS ALL TYPES owner $5,600. Please call
671 Erskine Ave #201, Peterborough, ON 1-800-954-9998 Ron at 705-322-3967.
FREE ADS FREE ADS 2007- F150 Ford Truck

for sale. White. 8 foot
box. It has a cap and
racks that come with it.
Approx 49,500 km.
Located in Barrie area,
Cash only 705-722-7833.
Make an offer.

For Sale Ram lambs and
replacement ewe lambs
available. lle de France X
Rideau Arcott. M.V. and
Johnes negative flock.
Visitors welcome. Call
Joel 705-534-7680 9 a.m.

1963 Mercury Meteor,
very rare 2 door post.
Stored inside 45 years.
Near Coldwater. Please
call 705-645-4276.

Live Auction Sale

Equipment Consignment
Saturday May 23rd, 9:30am

554447 Mono Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON Go west through

Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 (Veterans Way at Greenwood !

Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR From Shelburne go east on Hwy
89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Tractor(s): Kubota MX 5100 4x4 tractor with LA854 loader; open station; hydrostatic; 1
remote, 3pth, pto, F: 9.5x16, R: 13.6x28, 2977hrs; Ford TW20, cab, dual power, 135hp;
(2) Ford 5000 tractors, open station 60hp, 8 spd Truck: GMC T8500 single axle dump
truck, 131Kkm(?), no ownership

Mach/Equip: Recon 2 hay crimper; JD 435 round baler, 4x6, double twine tie only, monitor;
MF 124 sq baler & chute; Brillion 10ft grass seeder; Walco 6ft 3pth bushog; 300L sprayer,
3pth, wand only; Turnco 14ft packer & transport; 20ft steel single reach round bale wagon;
Case IH 4500 18ft cultivator, man wings; White 251 10ft disc; Overum 4 furrow semi-mount
plow; NH 144 hay inverter; Forage King hay basket; Forage King-Meteor 7ft snowblower,
hyd chute, 1 auger; 3pth 6ft tiller; 3pth 2 furrow plow; Landpride LR1560 landscape rake,
3pth, 5ft; NH 918H flail mower, 3pth, 4ft; 5ft finishing mower, 3pth; pallet forks, skid steer
attach, new; TMC-SLG49 skidsteer rotation log grapple; 5ft scraper blade; wood hay
wagon; NH 185 manure spreader for trailer or parts; old steel wheel wagon;

Farm Rel/Shop/Misc: Troybilt rear tine rototiller; Cub Cadet 26” walk behind snowblower;
Speedo 35ton, 9hp woodsplitter, with trailer hitch; Champion generator; floor jack; ATV
sprayer; bench grinder; LED flood light panel; metal sawhorse; toolbox; Dewalt 30gal air
compressor; Rigid table saw; ladders; chainsaws (Husqvarna 460, Echo CS400); 3
wheeled cart; hand tools, garden tools; (1)sliding horse stall door;

**Please contact auctioneer to consign items**

Preview: 1-6pm, Friday May 22nd
Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083

Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing and photos

For Sale 2009 Kawasaki Nlnja 250 $2 000

This is a well-used,
reliable bike W|th
approximately 55,000
km. For more photos,
videos, or to inquire,
please call or text
705-627-6710 or
email
watkinstrenton1@
gmail.com.
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Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & Center line Rd
ON, LOM 150  705-428-3132

Erin Location: Cookstown Location:

9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin, 4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON, Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,
NOB1TO 519-833-9616 LOL1LO  705-458-0871

SINCE 1955

Sales - Parts - Service - Rentals

Certified Parts, Sales, & Service Factory Trained Technicians

“The Stewart’'s Way" is our commitment to doing business the right way — with
accountability, knowledge, and long-term relationships at the centre of every
decision. We are here to know more, care more and give more,

Stewart’s Equipment Spring Open Houses

Cookstown Erin Stayner

Saturday April 25" Saturday May 2™ Saturday May 9"
9am-3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm
4321 Line 13, 9410 Wellington 6837 Hwy 26 East,
Cookstown, Road 124, Erin, Stayner,
LOL1L0 NOB 1T0 LOM 150,

Event Highlights:

« Meet Factory Reps: Talk to Kubota factory experts and get all your questions answered.

- Extra Discounts: Take advantage of exclusive savings on Kubota equipment during the BIG ORANGE EVENT!
« Equipment Maintenance Seminars: Get pro advice on how to properly maintain your gear.

« Live Demos: Try out Kubota equipment in our demo areas and find the perfect fit for your needs.

« Fun for All Ages: Face painting, toys of all sizes, and fun activities for kids and adults.

BIG SAVINGS AT THE KUBOTA BIG ORANGE EVENT

Don’t Wait—Save NOW! Now is the perfect time
to save big! With the Kubota BIG ORANGE EVENT,
you’'ll get'extra discounts on Kubota equipment.

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM coonscownzosasaosri  EIE(C

Stayner 705-428-3132 Follow Us
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from all of us at Farm View

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.
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support CONFERENCE
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A newspaper with something for everyone
email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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