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Beef Day Coverag -
Grei Bruce Farmer

Inside this issue: Beef and Goat Day from Grey Bruce Farmers’
Week - Marketing Grains from the SouthWest Ag Conference -
Fun Farm Science - An update from Clearview ROAR
(Resident Owners Against Radar) - Pause on Livestock
Traceability Regulations
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February 4th & 5th: The National Poultry Show

The National Poultry Show is being held at The Agriplex
at Western Fair District, 845 Florence St. London ON. Visit
www.nationalpoultryshow.com for more information.

February 8th: South Simcoe 4-H Rally Night

South Simcoe 4-H invites you to the free rally night skate
at the Angus Recreation Centre on Sunday, February 8th.
Attendees are invited to the gym from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. to
explore the clubs planned for the 2026 season. Skating will
begin at 6 p.m.

February 10th to April 9th: Winter Webinars & Courses

Grey Ag Services schedule of winter webinars and courses
can be found on page 7. Full details can be found on their
website www.grayagservices.ca or by calling 519-986-3756.

February 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the March issue
of Farm View is Saturday, February 14th.

February 17th: Farm Succession Planning

The Regional Municipality of York presents a Farm Suc-
cession Planning Workshop on Tuesday, February 17th from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Workshop will be led by Maggie
Van Camp of Strategic Change at Loft32 and Farmers’
Bridge. Full details in the ad on page 8.

February 20th: CFFO, Simcoe County District AGM

The Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario - Central
Ontario District, invites all members to attend the Annual
General Meeting on Friday, February 20th at the Ivy Orange
Hall, 5085 20th Sideroad, Ivy (Essa Twp.) Coffee 10:30 am,
Meeting starts 10:45 am. The program includes special guest
speakers and a hot lunch will be served. For further infor-
mation and to RSVP, call (705) 424-0968.

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups,
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at g25 per
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

February 27th: AgKnowledge Forum

Nottawasaga Futures presents the annual Agknowledge
Forum taking place on Friday, February 27th at The Gibson
Centre in Alliston. Along with great presenters the vendors
market is back by popular demand! Full details and regis-
tration information can be found in the ad on page 6.

March 13th: YRFA hosts Emergency/CPR Training

York Region Federation of Agriculture presents Emer-
gency and CPR training on Friday, March 13th.

Full details and registration information can be found
in the ad on page 3.

March 28th: YRFA hosts a Celebration of Agriculture

York Region Federation of Agriculture is pleased to host
a Celebration of Agriculture taking place Saturday, March
28th. Full details and registration information can be
found in the ad on page 3.

April 11th: SCFA hosts Keep Kids Safe Workshop

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture is pleased to
once again present the Keep Kids Safe Workshop to be held
at Huron Tractor at Cashtown Corners on Saturday, April
11th. Full details and registration information can be
found in the ad on page 7.

April 1st: Hall of Fame applications due

Do you know a farmer in Simcoe County that deserves to
be recognized by the Agricultural Hall of Fame? If so, please
send an email to simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com to re-
quest a nomination application. All applications must be in
by April 1st 2026. If you have any questions, please contact
Nicole at simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com
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nd Cremation

Services Inc

offering...
Simple Cremations.
Traditional Funerals.
Celebrations of life.
Graveside Services.
Pre-Arranged or At-need.

Matt and Cindy Drury/Oners
Tel: (705) 728-8282

info@legacyfuneral.ca www.legacyfuneral.ca

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more.
www.charwenfarms.ca
Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

7284 9th Line Thornton, ON

705-424-1905
office@charwenfarms.ca

TRUSTED. PROVEN. McLAREN

MCLARE

EQUIPMENT

3464 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Phelpston 705 734 2424 info@mclarenequipmet.com

fh

BRIAN
SAUNDERSON

MPP - Simcoe-Grey

If you need help
accessing Provincial
Government Services,
my team and I can help.

Offices in Stayner 705-428-2134
and Alliston 705-435-4087

briansaundersonmpp.ca
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Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week
Mastering Goat Kid Weaning

By Cathy Hamill-Hill
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Goat kids
with a strong
start in life
will have an
easier time at
weaning.

Dr. Lisa
Sharko, Lead Veterinarian for the Animal
Health and Welfare Branch, Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
(OMAFRA), was a speaker during Grey
Bruce Farmers’ Week ‘Goat Day.’

Dr. Sharko practiced for 11 years as a
food animal veterinarian specializing in dairy
cattle and dairy goats and has a passion for
young stock health. Her segment was called:
Strong Starts, Smooth Transitions: Mastering
Goat Kid Weaning.

She defined weaning as moving from a
“diet only of milk to a diet of solid feed.”
Weaning is a huge step in a kid’s life and
can be a solid foundation for a healthy pro-
ductive life or not.

The first critical step in raising a kid is re-
alizing the critical importance of colostrums.
“A newborn kid receives passive immunity
from the colostrums,” Dr. Sharko said, ex-
plaining that colostrum naturally contains
“antibodies, growth factors, fat, protein and
lactose and other essential nutrients that pro-
tect the kid from disease.”

Colostrum is not an option, it is life. The
reason being, the vet explained, “the kid is
born with no immunity system.”

For colostrum to work, it must be fed at
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the right time, right volume and the right
temperature.

According to Dr. Sharko, the correct
amount of colostrum is 10% of body weight
which is, on average, “50 ml per kilogram
(kg) of body weight.” The correct time for
feeding is within 2 hours of birth, with four
feedings within the first 24 hours, for a total
of 200 ml/kg of body weight. The correct
temperature is at healthy body temperature,
she explained. She stressed that feeding kids
within the 2 hour window of time means
“the kid will survive better” and be less likely
to get sick.

It seems logical to take a cold kid, one
that is suffering from hypothermia and give
it warm colostrum. Dr. Sharko referred to a
publication by OMAFRA that explains that
the kid needs to be warmed up first, then
colostrum should be fed so the colostrum
can work effectively.

Feeding quality milk must be done using
clean equipment. Again, it goes against logic
that hot water alone would not remove milk
from a container. “Use warm water first to
remove milk, then use hot water with soap.
Rinse, and then dry,” she said stressing that
DRY is critical to keeping bacteria out of
milk. Bacteria can live in that bit of water
in the bottom of a clean feeding bucket- and
“that bacteria will move right into the kid,”
Dr. Sharko explained.

“Clean makes a TON of difference” to
prevent kid illnesses, she stressed.

Healthy practices after birth include dis-
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infecting umbilical cords under two hours
of birth, “the umbilical cord is a wet avenue
that goes right up into the kid and can make
him sick,” she explained. She said the usual
practice of giving selenium also known as
Vitamin E is “cheap, cheap, cheap” to give
and necessary in most regions.

Disbudding, the early removal of horns,
should be “done as soon as (horn) buds ap-
pear” to reduce the stress on the kids. She
recommended disbudding be done between
3 and 15 days from birth. Sick kids should
not be disbudded as they are already stressed
from being sick.

Rumen development is a critical part of
raising quality kids. “Good development of
the rumen provides nutrients to meet the
physiological needs for the goat for growth,
health and development after weaning,” Dr.
Sharko explained, adding that poor devel-
opment of the rumen can contribute to dis-
eases of the repository system and diarrhea.

A feed timeline was suggested starting
with the necessary colostrum for the first 48
hours. After two days to two weeks, Dr.
Sharko suggested that feeding of milk re-
placer cannot occur only twice a day at chore
times. “If kids are only fed twice a day, they
can get overloaded. They must have 300-
500 ml three times a day minimum, four
times a day is best,” she said.

Creep sweet feed should be available start-
ing at three days old and continue until wean-
ing. Constant access meaning it never runs
out stopping the kids from gorging them-

selves when they find it. Some kids will start
eating this in a few days and others it might
take weeks. The feed needs to be 18-20%
protein and be “highly palatable” meaning
the kids really want to eat it. Creep feed
means access to water is essential.

At two to six weeks, kids can now be fed
twice a day and milk volume can increase.
She suggested twice a day feeding of 800
ml per feeding.

Feeding milk replacer properly will not
work well if the milk replacer is not the
proper type for the kid. “Not all milk replac-
ers are created equally,” she stressed adding
that the product must be high quality and be
“for the species it was made for.” Dr. Sharko
said cow milk replacer does not work well
with kids.

The weaning threshold timeline is, ac-
cording to this vet with a high interest in
young goats, when the kid has increased its
weight by about three times and is eating
about one pound of creep feed per day.
“Common current practice is to wean six to
eight weeks of age,” she said adding there
are two ways of weaning, abruptly or slowly
over 5 to 7 days.

Canadian dairy goat producers were sur-
veyed and 40% practiced abrupt weaning
when the kids were on average 56 days old
and weighed in at 15 kg or over.

Evaluating the weaning program of kids
helps to find improvements, after reviewing,
each year, Dr. Sharko advised in her closing
comments.

A full Emergency First Aid & CPR/AED Level C program,
including all content required for certification.

Friday, March 13th
9:00 AM- 5:00 PM

Mount Albert Lions
Community Centre
5057 Mount Albert Rd.

Farm Family Members

Farmers, Farm Employees,

 $30 per persm;ll
ickets from your local YRFA Director; requ
Eventbrite link:
RFAAgric ltureCelebration.eventbrite.ca
or call 905-888-1235

Cost: $50/person; lunch included.
Register using this Eventbrite link:
https://YRFAEmergencyFirstAidCPR-AED.
eventbrite.ca
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EDITORIAL

Much like the rest of the
residents in the Springwater
Township community, [ was
shocked and saddened to
learn of Linda Belcourt’s
sudden passing. Linda was
the owner and publisher of
the Springwater Newspaper
for about four years. She pur-
chased the newspaper from
Michael Jacobs shortly after
I bought the Farm View. It
was wonderful to watch us
both learning the trade of
publishing and to see the im-
provements in our skills over
time.

Linda was committed to
reporting the truth in every
story, from local politics to community events. She was
greatly admired by her community, and her presence will be
deeply missed.

Clearview ROAR has sent an update regarding the A-
OTHR Project, please see their letter to the right.

Including Farm View readers in your updates about what
is happening in your organizations truly means a lot.

This edition of the Farm View also features excellent cov-
erage from our columnists of local agricultural events, in-
cluding Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week (Beef Day and Goat
Day) and the SouthWest Agricultural Conference. Alongside
this, we’re celebrating Heart Health Month with tips and in-
sights from Dennis Gannon to help keep your heart healthy
during February.

A couple of years ago, | had the terrific experience of par-
ticipating in the Good Neighbours podcast. It’s a compli-
mentary service, and I encourage anyone interested to contact
them for an interview. A link to my own interview can be
found on page 19.

On a personal note—as I like to say—once this edition of
Farm View is put to bed, my husband and I have the great
privilege of traveling to Quebec to see our son, Trenton,
graduate from the Canadian Armed Forces Basic Training
Program. I can’t wait to share updates with you all on his
graduation and next steps!

Roslyn Watkins
Publisher/Editor
Farm View Newspaper
farmview@on.aibn.com

Until then,

Take care of yourselves and one another,
Roslyn Watkins

DEADLINE for the March
Farm View is February 14th.

LETTERS

Update on Community Action and
Federal Petition Regarding A-OTHR

We wanted to share a few brief updates and keep the read-
ers in the loop as this issue continues to unfold.

Our federal e-petition (e-6829) has reached 1,549 signa-
tures and closes on January 23, 2026. Approximately 700
paper petition signatures have also been signed. Petition e-
6829 - Petitions

Simcoe—Grey MP Terry Dowdall looks forward to tabling
the petitions in the House of Commons and reports that our
voice is being heard in Ottawa.

We were disappointed that our request for a meeting with
the Ministry of Agriculture and Agri-Food was declined and
instead deferred to the Department of National Defence
(DND), despite the significant agricultural impacts at stake.

We are currently developing a proposal for an inclusive
and transparent forum that would allow those most directly
affected by the Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar (A-OTHR)
Receive project to meet with the Department of National
Defence (DND) and have their questions answered. We are
also requesting that media, along with our MP, MPP, Mayor,
and Councillor, be permitted to attend.

Thank you for your continued interest and support. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out if you would like further informa-
tion or updates.

Regards
Terri Jackman
On behalf of ROAR

Information can be found on FaceBook Clearview ROAR
and emails are welcome at Clearviewroar@gmail.com

A Long-Time Reader’s Thank You

We pick up our Farm View at our local farm dealer and it
is much appreciated. We have probably been reading it since
day one!

We have placed many free ads over the years with good
results.

A big thank you for all the work you do.

John and Rosemary Dunsmore

Dear John and Rosemary,

1 especially enjoyed meeting you when I first became pub-
lisher and having the chance to visit you at your family farm.
That visit left a lasting impression on me and showed me ex-
actly why Farm View matters so much. It s about real people,
real farms, and strong community connections.

Your continued readership, your use of the free ads over
the years, and your encouragement make all the hard work
worthwhile. Thank you again for taking the time to write.

Roslyn

Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses.

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in lvy, Bolton, Fenelon
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN
GALLERY, Barrie

CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE
DALSTON STORE

DEREK'’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil

ESSA AGRIPLEX

ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES
FOODLAND in Elmvale

HAMILTON BROS.

HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally)

HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL
SERVICE, Barrie

McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston
NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston

RAILFENCE BOOKS

RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC.

SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

STEER ENTERPRISES

STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and
Stayner

THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza

The Farm View is delivered to these businesses
between the 25th and 29th of each month, with
copies available while supplies last.

If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed
directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X OW7, or by email
at farmview(@on.aibn.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and
daytime phone number. All letters are subject
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls.

FARM VIEW is published monthly by:
Roslyn Watkins
The 5 N’s Publishing House

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LogX oW?7
Phone (705) 722-0138
e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com

A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County,
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural
home owners informed about local and national news that affects
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
$45.00 including HST for 12 issues

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors

that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability

for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for

omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the

advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid
for the advertisements.

In memory of
Jill Beischer

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying
points of view from the agricultural community.
Editorial opinions are freely expressed by
individual authors.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and
your cities will spring up again as if by magic,
but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in
the streets.”

.7 Brgan

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page. $995./month
2/3 Page. $775./month
1/2 Page $525./month
1/3 Page $395./month
1/4 Page $310./month
1/6 Page $205./month
1/8 Page $150./month
1/16 Page $100./month
Business Card $88./month
Ag. Business Directory $700.year

Please visit www.farmviewonline
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate
reductions based on frequency.
The ad deadline is the 14th of the
month for the following month’s issue.
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Premier

Equipment

2

JOHN DEERE

premierequipment.ca

GREAT LINE UP OF PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR FINANCE OFFERS

g STK#184]

VIEW OUR FULL LINE UP
OF QUALITY PRE-OWNED
EQUIPMENT

STK#IB3]82

JD 6155M 2016 ... $173,995
20/20, QUICKIE LOADER, STANDARD CAB, 3
REMOTES, MFWD, AT READY, 5045 HRS

JD 6R 140 2022 ... $269,995
IVT (50K), ULTIMATE CAB/SEAT, COM-
MANDPRO, LOADER, TLS, CAB SUSP, 4
REMOTES, 633 HRS

JD6R 175 2024 ... $389,995
VT (50K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 680R LOADER, 3
ELEC REMOTES, TLS, 436 HRS

JD6R 175 2024 ...$377,995
IVT (50K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 3 ELEC
REMOTES, 3 FUNCTION LOADER VALVE,
TLS, 208 HRS

JD 8320 2004...

READY, 8511 HRS

$139,995
DELUXE CAB, MFWD, 4 REMOTES, AT

JD 8R 230 2024 ... $534,995
IVT (50K), PREM COMFORT, COMMAND-

PRO, DUAL PUMP, 4 REMQTES, ILS, 197

STK#183885

> s -
| -Q*AQ

. $489,995 JD 412R 2022 ...$622,995

IVT (40K), ULTIMATE COMFORT, CAB SUSP, 1200 GAL TANK, 120’ BOOM, 20" SPACING,
5 PREM REMOTES, ULTIMATE VISBILITY, 3" SIDE FILL, PREM CAB & LIGHTS, SF6000,
2507 HRS 1257 HRS

ANNUAL
OIL + FILTER

,

JD 8RT 310 2020 .. JD F4365 2020 ... $539,995

70’ DUAL BIN AIR BOOM, PREMIUM CAB
AND LIGHTING, ELECTRIC ROLL TARP,
SF6000, 1546 HRS

JD F4365 2021 ... $519,995
70’ DUAL BIN AIR BOOM, PREMIUM CAB
AND LIGHTING, ELECTRIC ROLL TARP,
SF6000, 1685 HRS

SALE

ING, 5 WAY NOZZLE, 3" SIDE FILL,
ALL WHEEL STEER, 1966 HRS

=

AND INSPECTED BY

MARCH 31, 2026

Call your local Service Department!

1100 GAL SS TANK, 120 BOOM 20" SPAC-

Alliston
(705) 453-7551
4896 Dean Drive

Stouffville
(905) 640-2692
14183 Highway #48

Nobleton
(905) 859-0581
6770 King Road West

JD 1760 2012 ... $62,995

12 ROW, 30", LIQUID, MARKERS, 3.0
BUSHEL HOPPERS, VACUUM, PRO-SHAFT
DRIVE W/MAXEMERGE XP ROW UNITS

BOOK NOW

Snow blowers
available now!
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E ADVERTORIAL

There is help if you are struggling with
debt and unable to make ends meet

Tracy Green and her team at Ontario-Wide Financial offer
solutions for homeowners who can't afford to stay in their
homes and are considering selling to meet those financial

obligations. There are other options!

- Mortgages and home equity loans and credit lines

Energy Retailers in Ontario:
What Farmers Should Know

By Leah Emms, OFA Member Services Rep.

At the Ontario Federation of Agriculture
(OFA), we regularly hear from farmers who
have questions or concerns after being con-
tacted by an energy retailer. These contacts
often come as in-person cold calls, and while
energy retailers are legitimate businesses, it
is important for farmers to know what a
proper sales interaction should look like.

Energy retailers in Ontario must be li-
censed by the Ontario Energy Board (OEB).
Their sales representatives are required to
follow strict rules designed to protect con-
sumers, including farmers.

When a sales representative contacts you
in person, they must clearly identify who
they work for and make it clear that they are
not from your local utility. They are required
to wear an identification badge that includes
their name, the name of the energy retailer,
and a photo. If asked, they must also provide
a business card with the company’s contact
information.

Sales representatives are not allowed to
misrepresent themselves as being from Hy-
dro One, Enbridge, or any other utility, nor
are they allowed to imply that you are re-
quired to sign a contract.

If a representative asks to see your utility
bill, they must explain why they are asking
and what information they are using. Re-
sellers should be willing to provide you with
documentation to explain their offer, and you
are not obliged to respond to it right away.
Taking time to review reseller information

commodity price of electricity or natural gas,
the part of your bill that pays for the energy
itself. Your delivery charges, which pay for
maintaining power lines or gas pipelines to
your farm, are still billed by your local utility.
In addition, other regulated costs, such as
the Global Adjustment for electricity, con-
tinue to appear on your bill. The Global Ad-
justment covers the cost of generation con-
tracts, conservation programs, and other
system wide expenses and can be a signifi-
cant portion of a farm’s electricity costs. This
means that even if a retailer offers a lower
commodity rate, your overall bill may not
be lower, especially for farms with high en-
ergy use or peak demand loads. Understand-
ing exactly what is and is not included in a
contract is critical to making an informed
decision that will not lead to unexpected
costs.

If you do choose to sign a contract, On-
tario law requires that you receive a written
copy, and you have a 10 day cooling-off pe-
riod after receiving it during which you can
cancel without penalty. Long term contracts
may include cancellation fees, so understand-
ing the terms is critical.

Energy is essential to farming, and mar-
gins are tight. Decisions about energy con-
tracts should not be rushed or based on un-
clear promises. Farmers deserve clear
information, honest answers, and respect —
and that is what OFA continues to advocate
for on your behalf.

Please visit our website for more infor-

- Financing for income tax, property tax and mortgage arrears is not only allowed, it is encouraged.
- Bank turndowns It is also important to remember that en- mation. https://ofa.on.ca/resources/facts-en-

- Self-employed with no proof of income ergy retailer contracts usually cover only the ergy-retailers/
- Retired with inadequate or no pension e

- Bad or tarnished credit
- People in a consumer proposal or a past bankruptcy
- Reverse mortgages for people 55 years and older
- Help with credit clean up

|l" K

Nottawasaga Futures

g Knowledge FORUM

|I“ ")

Reverse mortgages can help you out of
financial insecurity without losing the equity
in your home.

- Maintain equity through mortgage payments or

- Make no payments and take lump sums as needed
A 5-year mortgage payment pause

- Up to 60% of the home's value can be put on a

Farm Fresh Futures: Launching Your Local Food uness“
February 27, 2026

The Gibson Centre, 63 Tupper St W, Alliston
Forum: 8:30 am-12 pm ¢ Vendors Market: 12 pm-3 pm

5_year, no payment prog ram. About The Event Featuring Thank You, Sponsors
Grow Within the GRANTS
Agricultural Community Halton Region Fed of AG
Call Tracy Green to answer all your ques- Learn, Grow, Connect & Shop FARMERS JOURNEY

e Learn: Hear directly from local farmers
as they share their experiences.
o Grow: Learn strategies for a successful

The Mushroomery at
White Pine Meadows

" 1 L , D
tions about any mortgage situation! %) co-operators

Tracy is a lifetime professional mortgage + Comct oo o OOV N e
consultant 37 years in the business and a o e e o ad1IEW
certified reverse mortgage specialist. Thank You to our Partners
Very competitive rates 3’9 M% S]M(;O___gﬁ fih“jf;'i";"fﬁ“,‘;

Register Today! $10 per person at the door or etransfer in advance to accountingedc@nottawasga.com

Call: (705) 502-0311

Email: Robin@nottawasaga.com

Registration is at 8:30 am and a hot breakfast will be served. Registration not required for the vendors market portion of the event.

Broker FSRA Licence #12456 level 2
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Grey Agricultural Services
Winter Courses and Webinars

For complete information and to register please call
519-986-3756, email info@greyagservices.ca
or visit www.greyagservices.ca/courses-webinars
Grey Ag Services is located at
206 Toronto St. S., Unit 3 Markdale, Ontario

Scamdemic: Fighting Fraud in a Digital World
Date & Time: Tuesday, February 10th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm.
Presented by: Kody Lyons, OPP

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Course fee: $20.00 per person.

Preparing for Calving

Presented by: Dr. Lisa Sharko, Chad Mader & James Byrne, OMAFA.
Date & Time: Thursday February 12th, 10:00 - 3:30 pm.

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Course fee: $40 (Lunch included) Farm tour included in afternoon.

Chronic Diseases of Sheep

Presented by: Dr. Chris Buschbeck, Markdale Veterinary Services

Date & Time: Tuesday February 17th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm.

Location: Hybrid, attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom.
Course fee: $20.00 per person.

From Scraps to Soil, Composting Made Easy

Presented by: Brian & Jeanette French, Lennox Farm

Date & Time: Tuesday February 24th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm..

Location: Hybrid, attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom.
Course fee: $20.00 per person.

The Economics of Dairy Goat Farming, from a Farmer’s Perspective
Presented by: Elo Bowman, Rosymill Enterprises, Dairy Goat Producer since
2001

Date & Time: Wednesday February 25th, 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Horse Health Night

Presented by: Dr. Tee Fox, Markdale Veterinary Services

Date & Time: Thursday February 26th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Location: Hybrid - attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom.
Course fee: $20.00.

Building for the Future: Considerations for New Dairy Barns

Presented by: Cynthia Miltenburg, Angie Wilson, Christoph Wand, & Tom Wright,
OMAFA

Date & Time: Monday, March 9th, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm.

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Course fee: $20.00.

Separating the Grain from the Chaff in Soil Health and Regenerative
Agriculture

Presented by: Andrew McGuire, Washington State University

Date & Time: Tuesday March 10th, 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Location: Webinar

Course fee: $12 OR FREE for OSCIA members.

Learn & Practice 5 Basic Hand Stitches for Mending or Sewing Clothes
Presented by: Valerie Cheaney, Simply Farmshed

Date & Time: Wednesday, March 11th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm.

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Course fee: $20.00.

Raising Rabbits

Presented by: Michelle Sanders, Cuni-ON, Ontario Rabbit Rancher

Date & Time: Saturday, March 14th, 10:00 - 12:00 pm.

Location: Hybrid - attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom.
Course fee: $20.00.

Modernizing your Dairy Barn: Financial Aspects and Farm Tour

Presented by: Cynthia Miltenburg, Angie Wilson, Christoph Wand & Tom Wright of

OMAFA, & Cam Mock, Farm Credit Canada. Farm tour included in afternoon.
Date & Time: Monday, March 23rd, 10:30 - 2:30 pm.

Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services.

Course fee: $40 - lunch included.
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OLMES &

" AGRO

A local, full service Ag retailer providing
agronomic solutions to increase productivity
and profitability on your farm.

7//0/(/.’1@/ to Grow With (Cl/oa//

H @ LM E S ggglbéf(l\il\llﬂtléE 1.800.668.3047

519.925.3138
AGRO STAYNER

1.866.388.8002
www.holmesagro.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com p=
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SIMCOE COUNTY FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE

‘KEEP KIDS SAFE WORKSHOP’

AT
HURON TRACTORLTD.

7040 County Road 9,
Cashtown Corners, Stayner On

SATURDAY APRIL 11TH 2026
REGISTRATION AT 9:30AM
SESSIONS BEGIN AT 10:00AM Sessions may include:
LUNCH AT 11:30AM Fire Safety

PICK-UP AT 12:00PM Tractor Safety
Lawn Mower Safety
Hearing Protection

Electrical Safety

G #4ie]

Open to children 4-12 years old
(Lunch is included)
Maximum # of participants is 100 E

Please register by April 1st

Email Nicole to save your spot

use the QR Code to sign up!
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SouthWest Agricultural Conference
“Marketing is now critical” says grain marketing expert Steve Kell from Simcoe County

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Steve Kell of Kell Grain Elevators is en-
joying his “retirement years” by working
with 4 grain elevators selling 5 million
bushels of grain annually along with working
his own farm in Simcoe County. The expert
in grain marketing has a 34 year- and count-
ing- career in the grain marketing business
and was the speaker at the Southwest Agri-
cultural Conference in session #17 titled
Marketing Masters 1.

Kell predicts the key to making profit in
the future in grain production is to be good
at marketing. The simple harvest then sell at
harvest time plan is not going to work, if
profits are the goal.

“The biggest mistake producers make in
grain marketing is having unrealistic expec-
tations.” he said explaining holding on to
something for a long time to get to a dreamed
for price and then having to finally sell at a
loss makes no profit. “A small difference in
price have a huge impact on farm profitabil-
ity,” he stressed.

The reason that marketing is so critical
now is because “grain supplies (in the world)
are not tight.” There is no big surge of de-
mand as supplies are good- and that is un-
likely to change because grain farmers today
are extremely good at producing grains, ac-
cording to this expert.

“In the 1980°s there were some bad farm-
ers in Ontario. We saw fields of mixed grain
which was half weeds and stooked hay out

in the field from the year before. These fields
were owned by guys (people) who were not
good producers. The economy has peeled all
of them out, they are gone (out of the busi-
ness). Farmers now are either very good or
great, there are no bad ones left,” Kell ex-
plained.

“Next cut, [ believe, are the guys (people)
that are good financial managers and the ones
who are not,” he said adding that knowing
the true cost of production is the first step.
He said that, for example, he knows that on
his farm in Simcoe County that it takes $7.03
to produce one bushel of soft red wheat
which works out to $258 a ton. He pointed
to a chart of prices for the year and it was
clear there was only a small window in
March and April when his crop could be sold
to make a profit.

“The reality difference between $7.30 a
bushel and $7.60 a bushel is a full doubling
of farm income,” he said explaining using
his $7.03 cost of production that he knows
as a fact.

The key to selling is “to avoid getting
backed into a spot where you have to sell in-
ventory,” he advised.

The United States (USA) corn crop in
2025, according to Kell, was “the biggest
corn supply in history in the USA.” There
will be about 2 billion bushels left over on
September 1st 2026 which is “why future
prices are so flat now, nobody believes we

FARM SUCCESSION PLANNING WORKSHOP
Bz} 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket

Committee Room B

Workshop led by:
Maggie Van Camp

Founder & Director of Strategic Change at Loft32 and Farmers' Bridge

Register: yorklink.ca/SuccessionPlanning

YORK .L-LINK

are going run out of corn.”

The 2025 Ontario corn market was “two
distinct corn crops.” In western Ontario, it
was a good crop but from east of Highway
400 to Kingston, the grain expert explained,
“it never rained so yields went from bad to
worse to corn insurance write-offs.” Kell re-
ported that there was a boat load of corn
“from Ontario to Ontario.”

In a price graph, it was clear that in the
last two decades, that there are specific times
prices of global corn go up. Kell explained
that after Canada Day 2026, 2026 corn
should have been sold as the best prices are
gone for the year 2026 and “if you have re-
ally got a lot of nerve, sell the 2027 by then
t0o.”

He said from his personal experience on
his farm, “I have the crop half sold before 1
plant it. If I can’t factor in a profit before I
plant it, I probably should not plant it,” he
advised.

The USA wheat crop has been the same
size for the past two years. The biggest ex-
porters in the world market are Argentina
and Australia. With so much of the wheat
crop harvested in the same season, marketing
wheat futures ahead was advised. “The only
reason we go into a contract is that we like
the price. The stuff selling next week is being
sold for something other than price.”

He said that on Friday, December 19th,
there were 55,000 contracts of wheat to be

sold, 5,000 bushels each of wheat sold mean-
ing 277 million bushels or 7.5 million tons
of wheat was sold that day. To put that in
perspective, that was 3 years worth of On-
tario wheat production sold- in one day,” he
explained stressing selling wheat up to a year
and a half into the future often has positive
results.

He reported the soybean crop has only
two options, to crush it here or export it.
There are two soybean crushing plants, at
Windsor and Hamilton, both with access to
global markets.

The world soybean is 40% from Brazil,
28% from the USA and Argentina at 12%.
Canada produces 2% of the world’s soy-
beans.

The Brazil soybean crop is growing at in-
credible levels, in 2015/2016 there were
33,300 hectares harvested and in 2025, there
were 43,950 hectares harvested.

We all can see there is a lot going on in
the world right now- and nobody can predict
what could happen next. Grain producers
need to be ready with a plan- before plant-
ing- if world events are likely to cause a
huge market shift. Kell said, “be prepared to
switch up crop rotations. If the market is not
apt to grow to give you a chance at a profit,
don’t plant it,” he advised adding, “lock in
profits when they are available and don’t be
shy going into forward months.”

True North Mechanical
Air Syecmﬁst
Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA

Sewing Simcoe County and Suwounding Area.
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Strengthening Our
Agri-Food Future

A message from MPP Jill Dunlop

I want to send my warmest wishes to everyone in Simcoe
North and across Ontario’s agri-food community, as we man-
age through this winter season. 2026 brings fresh opportu-
nities, renewed energy, and a shared commitment to building
stronger, more resilient farms and food businesses.

I’m pleased to highlight a recent development that stands
to benefit the entire agri-food sector, a nearly $24 million
investment in a new food processing facility, the first of its
kind in Canada for non-GMO soymilk powder. This project
will not only create good, paying jobs and strengthen Ontario
made exports, but also reinforce the value of Ontario grown
crops, benefiting farmers and processors from fields to
shelves.

This announcement reflects a larger vision for a competi-
tive, innovation, driven agri-food sector. As we look ahead,
collaboration between producers, processors and communi-
ties will be key to seizing new markets and adapting to global
challenges. Supporting the agri-food sector also means help-
ing it weather any storm, be it economic, environmental, or
logistical. As we continue with winter and plan for the sea-
sons ahead, I encourage you to think ahead to ensure opera-
tions are secure, supply chains are supported, and local com-
munities stay connected and resilient.

But beyond business and preparedness, this is also a time
to celebrate community, family and tradition. I hope 2026
brings you strength, prosperity, and meaningful connections.
Whether you’re planting seeds, running a processing facility
or simply enjoying farm life with loved ones, thank you for
your dedication, innovation and care.

I look forward to continuing to work with you to support
agriculture, build strong local economies and nurture vibrant
rural communities across Simcoe North.

JOIN US!

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT
(Formerly Simcoe County District)

Christian Farmers
Federation of Ontario

Pine Warbler

Fhickadees
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CFIA Pauses Publication Of Federal
Livestock Traceability Regulations

An update from the Beef Farmers of Ontario

Beef Farmers of Ontario (BFO) is
aware of questions and discussion re-
garding the proposed federal livestock
traceability regulations and their antic-
ipated implementation timeline. We
want to clarify that the regulations did
not come into force on January 1, 2026.

On January 10, 2026, the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) an-
nounced a pause on the publication of
the proposed amendments to Part XV
(Traceability) of the Health of Animals
Regulations until the proposed changes
are more widely understood and con-
cerns are heard and taken into consid-
eration. The announcement further clar-
ifies that these amendments are not
currently in place and have not been fi-
nalized.

On January 9, 2026, BFO joined
CCA and our provincial counterparts
in a call for a delay in the implementa-
tion of the proposed federal traceability
regulation changes, to allow outstand-
ing industry questions and concerns to
be addressed. Producer feedback across
Canada has been heard loud and clear
that more consultation, discussion and
clarification is needed.

For more than a decade, BFO along
with national industry partners has been
actively engaged in consultations on

proposed amendments to Canada’s
traceability regulations. These proposed
federal changes are intended to
strengthen Canada’s livestock traceabil-
ity system by improving the country’s
ability to respond quickly to animal dis-
ease outbreaks and food safety inci-
dents, while also protecting access to
domestic and international markets.

- BFO’s position is supportive of reg-
ulated traceability in principle, but con-
ditional on cost-sharing, practicality,
and producer-feasible implementation.
Specifically:

- BFO supports strengthened, regu-
lated traceability in principle

- BFO agrees that enhanced trace-
ability regulations are important to im-
prove disease response, food safety, and
surveillance, and explicitly supports
regulatory amendments aimed at faster
and more effective responses to animal
health threats

- BFO supports specific regulatory
tools (e.g., PIDs, expanded species cov-
erage)

- BFO supports requiring Premises
Identification Numbers (PIDs) for live-
stock movement reporting and supports
expanding traceability requirements to
additional species (e.g., cervids and
goats) where disease risk overlaps
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Support in Simcoe North
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e Ontario Disability Support Program
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- BFO remains concerned about dis-
proportionate costs and operational bur-
den on farmers

- While supportive of the regulation,
BFO strongly objects to the assumption
that industry can absorb implementation
costs (readers, reporting, labour, tech-
nology), noting costs are disproportion-
ately high for the cattle sector and likely
to be passed on to producers

- BFO supports regulation only if ac-
companied by flexibility, funding, and
transition time

- BFO calls for government funding
and grants to offset infrastructure, tech-
nology, and training costs, and requests
a two-year grace period to allow pro-
ducers time to learn and comply with
new regulatory requirements

- BFO supports outcomes of trace-
ability but seeks practical, Ontario-spe-
cific implementation

- BFO supports movement reporting
and improved traceability outcomes,
but recommends more practical report-
ing timelines (e.g., 14 days instead of
7) and role clarity to reflect Ontario’s
production realities and avoid unin-
tended harm to speed of commerce

For more information on this topic
please visit www.ontariobeef.com.

O

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER

705-321-2592

RundlesPhotography.com

Where every photo becomes a Masterpiece

@rundles_photography

FARM FEED pOUB
SERVICE

959 Marshall Rd.
Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1

Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563 Fax 705-526-4862
www.doublejbfeeds.ca

FEEDS

3 Curbside pick up still offered
=) Call today to place your poultry order

0O

* Organic Feed Available °
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed
& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.

We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags,
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,
Herbs for Horses products and more!

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,
Sunday and Holidays - closed.

il
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BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS
CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

- Barn painting - Pressure
washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying
and repair

Fully WSIB Insured

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
www.cravenmaintenance.ca

7S DEREK’S

DIESELSPECIALSTS  [)|ESEL SERVICE INC.

M EMGBER
Gas & Diesel, Fuel Injectors

Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps

Authorized Dealer For:

(_G—QJ BOSCH STANADYNE"

Tel: (705) 733-3787 » 1-800-862-3405
Fax: (705) 733-3789

Joe Roach, Manager 66 Morrow Road, Barrie

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1LO

www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Fun Farm Science

Niche farms around the globe

By Don Beaulieu

Odd, niche, and non-conventional farms range from
bio-engineered animal farming and forensic research
facilities to vertical urban setups and specialized food
production. Unique examples include spider goat farms
producing silk proteins, “body farms” for forensic re-
search, edible swiftlet nest farms, and moose milking
operations. Farm View presents a short list here with the
promise of closer looks in future issues as many of them
beg questions. Some may indeed use the term farm loosely.
Some most unusual types of farms:

Spider goat garms

Experimental farms (such as at Utah State University)
raise goats genetically modified with spider DNA to pro-
duce milk containing spider silk proteins, which is used to
create Bio-Steel.

Body farms

Forensic anthropology research/teaching centres, as the
one at the University of Tennessee, use sites for studying
human decomposition to assist in forensic research.

Bird’s nest farms

In Asia, specialized high-rise, concrete “houses” with
holes, are designed to encourage swiftlets to nest. The
build their nests of solidified saliva. These are harvested
for soup after chicks fly. Swiftlets are smaller than our
swifts here in Ontario.

Moose milking farms

Located in regions including Kostroma, Russia, these
farms produce nutritious, slightly acidic moose milk,
which is used for medicinal purposes.

Dung coffee farms

These farms harvest coffee beans that have been eaten
and fermented in the stomachs of elephants or other ani-
mals and are then extracted from their dung to create high-
end coffee. Anyone else wonder if high-end is the best
descriptor?

Floating dairy farms

In urban areas, such as in the Netherlands, these farms
operate on water to minimize the carbon footprint, housing
cows on floating platforms that utilize urban food waste.

Insect farms
These farms raise crickets, worms, or black soldier fly
larvae for sustainable protein sources and pet food.

Pallet/vertical farming

This method involves stacking crops in layers using hy-
droponics and LED lights to grow produce like lettuce and
herbs indoors with minimal water and no soil. This may
be the most common method included on this list, with
hydroponics being used across Farm View territory.

Simcoe County Agriculture
Hall of Fame looking for
Nominations

The Simcoe County Agriculture Hall of Fame is an or-
ganization dedicated to recognizing and honoring individuals
who have made significant contributions to agriculture in
Simcoe County, Ontario. This recognition highlights the
achievements of farmers, agribusiness leaders, and commu-
nity members who have demonstrated leadership, innovation,
and dedication to the agricultural industry.

Inductees into the Hall of Fame are celebrated for their
exceptional efforts in advancing farming practices, promoting
sustainable agriculture, supporting agricultural education,
and contributing to the community. The Hall of Fame also
serves as a means of preserving and sharing the history of
agriculture in the region. To date, 50 inductees have been
celebrated by the Hall of Fame since it began in 1984. Cecil
J Chappell, J.J.E McCague and Stewart L. Page were the
first inductees in 1984 and Montcalm Roman Maurice and
James A. McCague were the most recent inductees to be
celebrated in 2022. The directors are looking to add to the
list of inductees but they need to have nominations from the
community to do so.

To nominate someone for the Simcoe County Agriculture
Hall of Fame, there is a Nomination form that requires in-
formation about the person’s education and training, chrono-
logical involvement in farm organizations, agriculture ac-
complishments in Simcoe County, community and other
accomplishments in Simcoe County as well as any additional
information that the applicant deems pertinent.

Letters of support or references from people who can
attest to the nominee's impact on the agricultural community
and additional materials that demonstrate the nominee's
legacy, such as news articles, photos, or project summaries
can assist the nominations committee in making their deci-
sion.

For more information about the nomination process please
contact Nicole at simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com.

| work without hands and pay no wage,
Turn dirt to wealth age after age.

I sleep through frost, wake with the rain
oken | grow, whole | remain. oW |

TERRY [ _
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1-866-435-1809 * TerryDowdallmp.ca * Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca
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The Story of Temperanceville

Huddled around
the intersection of
Bathurst Street and
King Sideroad in
York region, Tem-
peranceville is a for-
mer farming hamlet
best known for the
locals’ disdain for alcohol. But residents weren’t merely tee-
totalers. They were hardworking farmers, craftsmen, and
businessmen who collectively built a tightknit village from
what was once dense forest.

While many contributed to the village’s growth over the
years, it was James Love who got things rolling.

Love was born in Ireland in 1771. Still a babe in arms,
his parents boarded ship for America and settled in Pennsyl-
vania. In 1791, twenty-year-old James married Mary Utley
(if birth records are accurate, she was just 12 years of age!).
In 1804, James and Mary, accompanied by their three chil-
dren, headed north for Canada, where they put down roots
in King Township. James was a man of many parts: farmer,
weaver, shoemaker.

Other families joined the Loves in carving farms from
the woods. Many, like the Loves, were United Empire Loy-
alists who left the newly independent United States, fleeing
persecution for their support of the Crown during the Amer-
ican Revolution. Soon enough a settlement took root. It was
named Love’s Corners.

James and Mary were devout Weslayan Methodists and
as a church had yet to be established in the area they offered
their home for Sunday services. Once enough settlers had
arrived to justify the effort and expense, James led the com-
munity in the
building of a
log church in
the northeast
corner of
King Sideroad
and Bathurst
Street. In
1854 the ag-
ing structure
was replaced
by a brick
church.

Though the
Loves were
clearly lead-
ing figures in '
the commu-
nity, the ham-
let didn’t re-
main Love’s

\]ﬂlage
stories

by Andrew Hind

Corners for long. James was a total teetotaler, vocal in his
resistance to alcohol. In an era when taverns and hotels were
commonplace and booze flowed freely Love’s Corners was
notably dry. As a result, the name was changed to Temper-
anceville when a post office opened in 1871.

As one might expect, Temperanceville included a tem-
perance hall (located on the west side of Bathurst Street,
north of King Sideroad) where people could socialize free
of the presence of alcohol. At the same intersection stood
the village store, initially owned by William Bruce but pass-
ing to the hands of David Johnson in 1873.

Also located at the intersection was a blacksmith shop
and, beside it, Lonsdale’s carpenter shop. A Presbyterian
Church was added in 1858.

The last years of the 19th century saw much change in
the little community. In 1885, the temperance hall was pur-
chased by trustees of the Methodist Church and moved to a
site adjoining the church where it was used for Sunday
School and social functions. In 1897, a third and final
Methodist church was built, larger and more impressive than
its predecessor to reflect a community at the height of its
prosperity.

By this time, the store had been burned to the ground, re-
placed with a new brick building, and passed into the own-
ership of Harry Teasdale. In 1905, Thomas Legge became
proprietor. His son Milton succeeded him.

Like many farming hamlets, Temperanceville faded over
the course of the 20th century. Milton Legge closed the store
in 1920. The forge in the blacksmith shop went dark around
the same time. The temperance hall, closed and transformed
into a home in 1915, was demolished in the 1960s. Farms
and homes were engulfed by the relentless encroach of sub-
urbia.

The beau-
tif ul
Methodist
Church, now
Temper-
anceville
United
Church, still
stands on the
northeast
corner of the
intersection,
a silent sen-
tinel to the
history  of
Temper-
anceville
and, before
it,  Love’s
Corners.

circa 1905-1910, under the
ownership of Thomas Legge.

on-site technical advice.

* tree planting

tile drain control boxes
and more!

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards
abandoned well decommissioning

Call us today about your project!
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 » www.nvca.on.ca

\

www.dougdowney.cu
705-726-5538
14-20 Bell Farm Rd.
Barrie, ON
L4M 6E4

northwaytire@Qoutlook.com

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.

24/7 Farm & Truck Service

marshol{ w. driver
3 cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com
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POWELL
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

e *- P ke
free quote today 705-818-3467

"~ Call or text for
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | EImvale, Ontario



Page 12 FARM VIEW February 2026

Celebrate Family Day or Valentine’s Day in
the Fresh Air!

This Family Day or Valentine’s Day, consider trading screens
and schedules for time outdoors with the people you love. A walk
through a local trail, a skate on a frozen pond, or even a simple
stroll around the neighbourhood can turn an ordinary day into a
meaningful shared experience.

Spending time outside encourages physical activity in a way that
feels natural and enjoyable. Whether you are walking, snowshoeing,
sledding, or playing a casual game, movement helps strengthen the
heart, improve circulation, and support overall fitness. Even light
activity can boost energy levels and help combat the sluggishness
that often comes with winter months.

Fresh air and natural light also play an important role in mental
well-being. Time outdoors has been shown to reduce stress, ease
anxiety, and improve mood. Sunlight supports vitamin D produc-
tion, which is essential for bone health and immune function, while
being surrounded by nature can help clear the mind and restore
focus.

Perhaps most importantly, outdoor activities create space for
connection. Without the usual distractions, conversations flow more
easily, laughter comes more freely, and shared moments become
lasting memories. For families, it is a chance to model healthy
habits for children. For couples, it offers a simple yet meaningful
way to reconnect.

This Family Day or Valentine’s Day, bundle up and head outside.
The benefits go far beyond physical health. A little fresh air, move-
ment, and time together can do wonders for both body and spirit.
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Southwestern Ontario Pork Conference

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the 62nd
annual Southwestern Ontario Pork Conference on
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at the University
of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus. This year’s con-
ference is “Let’s Talk About Pork” with new ideas
in competitiveness, benchmarking, and so much
more!

“It’s all about keeping the producers informed
in a social environment and providing a place for
industry reps to visit with their customers” says
Darren Sloan, chair of the 2026 SWOPC Planning
Committee.

The conference is very fortunate to have industry
sponsors to help bring such a great program to the

area producers. Conference attendees should plan
to spend time visiting industry partners at the con-
ference trade show area while enjoying compli-
mentary coffee & refreshments before the program
begins at 4:00 pm.

The 2026 conference program features “ROI —
It’s All That Matters!” with feature speaker Dan
Bussieres; “Maximizing Manure Value — Trans-
forming Animal Waste Into Field Profit” with
Christine Brown; and “Producer Profile” with John
and Dirk Homan of Hihojo Farm. Rounding out
the lineup are a producer panel Q&A, “Building a
Sustainable Workforce,” with Scott Leystra, Cam
Farrell, TJ Klopp, Phillip Wiedrick and Mark
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Small Family Farm Inc

Visit our Farm Shop!

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com
Humanely Raised (by us):
Beef « Chicken « Pork « Turkey

We also carry:
Livestock Feeds ¢« Pet Food « Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup « Honey & much more!

Order your Chicks NOW ~ We are your local dealer for
Chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2026

4043 2nd Line - Cookstown - 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

n Follow us on FB Bradbury - Small Family Farm

Chambers, and “Health Talk — Improving Your
Performance” with Ryan Tenbergen.

Please join the SWOPC planning committee at
our annual event with the latest and most up to
date pork production information that you can take
back to your operation. This conference has lots
to offer and all pork producers should plan to at-
tend.

Registration opened December 1, 2025. Con-
ference information, sponsorship opportunities,
and registration can be viewed at
http://www.ridgetownc.com/about/swopc. Regis-
tration includes all the day’s activities plus a deli-
cious pork dinner!

My office is here to assist with any federal
programs including CRA, Passports, Service

Canada, and Immigration.

DOUG SHIPLEY MP

BARRIE - SPRINGWATER - ORO-MEDONTE
DOUG.SHIPLEY@PARL.GC.CA - (705) 728-2596
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Diesel Engine, Heavy Truck
& Trailer Specialists
Offering:

Full Service Repairs
Part Sales and Delivery
Tire Sales and Services
Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
Mobile Roadside Services

7051 County Rd.?, Stayner, ON, LOM 130

: 844-466-2600
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705-466-2600 | Toll Fr
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Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include

* Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
* A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.
* Propane tank installation.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

info@collingwoodfuels.com

www.collingwoodfuels.com
https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/
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Soul Sisters Celebrations

Silent Prayer of a Wagging Tail

When I step through the door, my
dog Reva greets me like a burst of
pure joy, as if celebrating my return.
Her tail wags with delight, her eyes
glow with devotion, and her whole
body moves in a rhythm of happi-
ness that feels sacred. Whimpers es-
cape, carrying a message beyond
words, a song of love and connec-
tion. In that instant, the weight of
the day dissolves. There is no judg-
ment, no expectations, only the
grace of unconditional love. It is a
living reminder that Spirit often
speaks through the simplest gestures
such as the silent prayer of a wag-
ging tail. Teaching us that true love
is infinite, freely given, and always
present.

There is a sacred stillness in the
way our pets move through life.
They do not assume, they do not
compare, and they do not worry
about tomorrow. They simply are.
In their simplicity, they offer us pro-
found spiritual lessons that remind
us of the essence of being and the
sacredness of life itself. I hope that
you have experienced this sensation
from your pets; dogs, cats, horses or
any of the four-legged friends you
spend time with.

When a dog greets us with unre-
strained joy or a cat curls up in

peaceful stillness, we are witnessing
more than affection. We are encoun-
tering a living expression of divine
love. Pets are sacred because they
embody qualities that many of us
spend a lifetime seeking: uncondi-
tional love, presence, and trust in
the flow of life. They do not question
their worth or their purpose. They
live fully in the moment, and in do-
ing so, they invite us to do the same.

Pets carry a vibration of harmony.
Their energy soothes ours, dissolv-
ing stress and opening space for
peace. Science affirms this truth,
noting that time spent with animals
reduces anxiety and promotes well-
being (American Psychological As-
sociation, 2020). But beyond science
lies a deeper mystery: the soul-level
bond we share with these beings.
They are not just animals. They are
companions on our spiritual journey,
reflecting back to us the divine qual-
ities we long to embody.

I will never forget the time my
mother was receiving chemotherapy.
Our dog Gizmo showed a love that
felt almost divine. She stayed close
to my mother day and night, offering
comfort without words, only pres-
ence. In what I believe was an ex-
traordinary act of empathy, Gizmo
even lost all of her own hair during

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters

that period, as if sharing in my
mother’s suffering. That moment re-
vealed to me that pets are not simply
companions. They embody a love
so deep it becomes a silent prayer, a
living expression of grace that often
arrives in fur and gentle paws.

Perhaps the most sacred gift pets
offer is their unwavering acceptance.
They do not measure us by our suc-
cesses or failures. They do not de-
mand perfection. They simply love.
In their presence, we glimpse the
heart of Spirit, a love that says, you
are enough. Let’s honor these sacred
companions. See in their eyes the
spark of the divine and in their pres-
ence the whisper of grace. For in the
wag of a tail, the purr of content-
ment, and the quiet trust of a creature
sitting in our laps or resting by our
side, we find a truth that transcends
words: life is a blessing, and love is
everywhere.

Animals are teachers. Let our
spirits learn from them. Let’s be re-
minded that joy is not found in com-
plexity but in simplicity, in a shared
glance, a gentle touch, a moment of
connection. They do not cling to the
past or fear the future. Their wisdom
is silent yet profound: Be here now.
Love without condition. Rest when
you need to. Play when you can.

Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely

Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com
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After The Chores:
What next, season
of Winter

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Winter is the season of what next can happen.

“I need hay please” is my constant request here. Sweetie
drives the Kubota tractor to put out a bale in the feeder just
outside the barn door for the sheep. I carry the hay inside to
the goats.

Sweetie plugged in the Kubota and does his chores as per
a normal winter day. I do my chores to the point where I
need that hay. Sweetie comes in the barn after going out to
start the tractor and says “no hay today.” My response wasn’t
nice, | NEEDED hay, this was Boxing Day. There was a big
storm coming in by noon and we had stuff we needed to get
done. I was told to come see why.

The Kubota had only 3 tires, one of the back ones was
flat and right off the rim. This was the first time this ever
happened. This was Boxing Day, not a chance of getting
this fixed today. The animals need breakfast- there is only
one thing left standing, people power. Together, we tipped a
bale on to its end and weaved off the wrapping- and then
proceeded to carry hay. The hay shed is next to the barn but
it’s not close to the feeder and the sheep eat at the feeder. It
took nine trips to get everything fed- for the morning.

Sweetie was positive the tire place would be open on Sat-
urday, the next day. He took the tire to town to only find a
closed sign. The next day it was open there were non-stop
snowsqualls which means only life threatening reasons
should anyone be on the roads. Carrying hay didn’t qualify
for driving in any snowsquall, I told Sweetie. I just added
this to the pile of reasons why I hate winter.

Farmer Sheila from Linden Valley said it best, “Us farmers
have PTSD from last winter.”

PTSD or post traumatic stress disorder is a mental health
condition that is experiencing re-living of traumatic events
with the mind cycling in this trauma whenever it is triggered,
is the non-medical definition. In easier words, you are big
time scared all the bad stuff is going to happen again when-
ever you get reminded. I now have much more empathy to-
wards people that live with PTSD, I am now terrified when
I read the words “potential ice storm.”

Never will I forget Sweetie coming to get me in the
morning after the Great Ice Storm of 2025 so I could “see
the road, you won’t believe this” in real. The road was full
of downed trees, trees that were painfully bent over and a
carpet of broken branches, all was covered in thick, clear
ice. The ground was a crunchy floor of more ice. The crack-
ing of trees snapping and crashing down added in were ter-
rifying sounds as one wondered what was going down next.

This year had an ice storm prediction which sent me right
back into fright zone. This predicted ice storm preparation
had cash in my pocket since the ATM machines might go
down again, a full water tank enough to last five full days at
the barn, gas tanks in the vehicles full, enough livestock
food for a week and protein food cooked that would work as
cold meals for us. We also had a brand new generator that
lives in town with exceptionally nice people on standby.
The chainsaw here is ready to go on first pull. We also had
a brand new portable generator owned by a caring person
ready to help us out also with one call on the landline. The
“ice storm” this time was barely 3 cm of ice that quickly
melted.

It wasn’t until January 8th, when the Kubota was brought
back to the workforce with four functioning tires again. The
sheep filled themselves to the very top- and then tried to fit
in some more hay when they saw a whole bale in front of
them again. My step count has gone down several kilometres
a day.

There is never a quiet, peaceful time that long on a farm
in the winter with critters, we got another what next now
here, and that is a story for another time.....
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Garlic Dill Parmesan Roasted Salmon
Recipe and photo by Roslyn Watkins

If you are like me
and indulged in a
few too many
savoury dishes and
sweet treats over the
holidays, this time
of year feels like the
perfect moment to
reach for something
a little lighter. In cel-
ebration of Heart
Month, I am happy
to turn to salmon, a
favourite in my kitchen and
a wonderful choice for heart
health. Salmon is rich in
omega-3 fatty acids, which
help lower triglycerides, re-
duce blood pressure, de-
crease inflammation, and
support steady heartbeats,
making it a key part of a
heart-healthy diet. I love
serving this salmon with

simple sides like rice or
steamed vegetables, keep-
ing the meal both satisfying
and wholesome. It comes
together quickly, tastes fan-
tastic, and makes a great
leftover, served cold on a
fresh salad for lunch. Use
one tablespoon of fresh
herbs instead of the dried if
you have them on hand.

Ingredients makes 4 to 6 servings

2 salmon fillets (about 450 g each)

2 teaspoons garlic purée (1 teaspoon per fillet)

1 teaspoons dried dill (1/2 teaspoon per fillet)

1 teaspoons dried cilantro (1/2 teaspoon per fillet)
Shaved Parmesan cheese, fresh or dried, to taste

Directions

Preheat the oven to 425°F (220°C).
Place the salmon fillets on a parchment-lined baking

sheet, skin-side down.

Rub each fillet evenly with 1 teaspoon of garlic purée.
Sprinkle each fillet with 1/2 teaspoon dried dill and 1/2

teaspoon dried cilantro.

Top the salmon with a light, even layer of shaved
Parmesan cheese, using fresh or dried according to

your preference.

Roast in the preheated oven for 12 to 15 minutes, or
until the salmon is cooked to your desired level of

doneness.

Worth a Chuckle..|

and life lessons

by Aunt Hazel

Why do cows have
hooves instead of feet?
Because they lactose!

Why did the chicken
join a band?
Because it had the
drumsticks!

Why did the sheep go
to the party alone?
Because he was the
baa-dest!

What'’s a farmer’s
favorite type of music?
Anything with a good
beet!

Why did the egg hide?
Because it was a little
chicken!

Why did the farmer
become a comedian?
Because his jokes
were corny... but
people were still a-
maize-d! %

Heart Attack or Sudden Cardiac Arrest:
The Difference and How You Can Help

By Dennis Gannon

Do you know the difference between
a heart attack and sudden cardiac arrest?
Are they the same thing, or just differ-
ent ways of saying it? And if we en-
counter someone suffering from either,
do we respond differently?

The short answer is yes — there is a
difference, and knowing it can save a
life.

Although the terms are often used
interchangeably, a heart attack and sud-
den cardiac arrest are very different
medical emergencies.

What Is a Heart Attack?

Medical professionals tell us that a
heart attack occurs when the flow of
blood to the heart is blocked. This
blockage is most often caused by a
buildup of fat, cholesterol, and other
substances that form plaque in the ar-
teries supplying the heart.

A heart attack — also called a my-
ocardial infarction — can be fatal, but
treatments have improved dramatically
over the years. Heart attacks may strike
suddenly, but many people experience
warning signs hours, days, or even
weeks in advance. The most common
early warning is recurring chest pain or
pressure that is triggered by activity
and relieved by rest.

Heart attacks are often preventable,
and while damage to the heart can oc-
cur, early treatment can limit that dam-
age and allow people to return to a
healthy, active life.

What Is Sudden Cardiac Arrest?

Sudden cardiac arrest is the unex-
pected loss of heart function, breathing,
and consciousness. It is usually caused
by a problem with the heart’s electrical

system, which disrupts the heart’s
pumping action and stops blood flow
to the body.

Sudden cardiac arrest is not the same
as a heart attack. A heart attack is a cir-
culation problem; sudden cardiac arrest
is an electrical problem. However, a
heart attack can sometimes trigger an
electrical disturbance that leads to sud-
den cardiac arrest.

When cardiac arrest occurs, the heart
can no longer pump blood to the brain,
lungs, and other organs. Within sec-
onds, the person loses consciousness
and has no pulse. Without immediate
treatment, death can occur within min-
utes.

What Can You Do?

For both emergencies, immediate
medical attention is critical. Call 9-1-1
right away and provide as much infor-
mation as possible. Know the address
of your location and the phone number
you are calling from so emergency re-
sponders can be dispatched quickly.

If the person is unresponsive, not
breathing, and has no pulse, cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR) must begin
immediately. If you are not trained in
CPR, start chest compressions. Keeping

blood flowing to the brain is vital. Even
if compressions are not perfect, doing
something gives the person the best
chance of survival.

Use an AED

Send someone to locate a Public Ac-
cess Automated External Defibrillator
(AED). AEDs are commonly found in
shopping malls, ice rinks, community
centres, parks, and many workplaces.
AEDs will not harm a person who has
a normal heartbeat. They provide clear
verbal and visual instructions and are
invaluable during sudden cardiac ar-
rest.

Public access AEDs are becoming
more common as technology has made
them more affordable, reliable, and eas-
ier to use. Many can now be housed
outdoors in temperature-controlled cab-
inets that monitor readiness and allow
year-round access.

Across Ontario, municipalities have
begun installing outdoor AEDs so they
are available at all times. Community
centres, sports fields, tennis courts, li-
braries now have public access AEDs
located outdoors for anyone to use.

A February Reminder

February is Heart Month, a time
when we focus on heart health and cel-
ebrate love through Valentine’s Day.
This month, consider learning CPR
through an online or in-person course.
When you’re out in the community,
take note of where AEDs are located.
You might even consider advocating
for or installing one in your neighbour-
hood.

The life you save could be some-
one’s loved one.

Now Receiving Soybeans and Corn, call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing

Now online.

b b o | i
g vy M |

e Corn
e Wheat

e Soybean
Receiving

in Oro-Medonte
705-720-0431

.. Up-to-date Cash bids for old and new crop corn, soys and wheat

Visit us online at WWW.addisgrain.com
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Quilting Through Winter for Comfort and Community

By Janis Hamilton

Ok, be honest, are you done with winter yet? I keep all
my snowmen from Christmas on my staircase celebrating
the fluffy stuff because I really do like snow, but this year
with days stuck inside it really is pushing many of us to re-
consider our decisions of loving winter. I keep the cheerful
snowmen out until Valentine’s Day and then it’s off to the
basement until next Christmas. I’1l be ready for the melt and
the thought of seeing some of the white stuff disappear.

So, what has been your project with alerts telling us to
“stay inside-don’t travel unless necessary” and going days
without a snowplow in sight? I am a member of Simcoe
Quilters’ Guild that meet from

just not happen with this quilt. I’'m not a fan of “scrappy”
quilts, I must be honest, but I was determined to make this
work. So next I sorted into dark and lights...now I could see
my way with success making that decision. With the piles in
front of me and the power on my machine I was ready to go.
I’d never made a tumbler quilt but must confess it really
was easy. One upright and the other upside down and sew
them together. Very quickly I had the top done and now to
sort them into rows. Well, that needs space and I don’t have
a design wall so used my hardwood floors. Fabric slips
around easily so moving them into their new row was a
breeze. A few hours later it was

Sept.-June on the 4th Thursday
of each month at the Westside
Lutheran Church 510 Ferndale
Drive North in Barrie. (This
January’s meeting will be on
zoom) but they have an excel-
lent “cuddle quilt program” giv-
ing quilts we make to many dif-
ferent groups. Some are Seasons
for Grieving Children, Fire,
Ambulance and Police depart-
ments in Simcoe County. At
their last meeting I picked up a
kit to make a quilt for this pro-
gram. One of the members pre-
pares the cut pieces for each pat- [ “cuddle quilt program.”

| Janis Hamilton’s Tumbler quut or

done. Filled the bobbin again
and off I went. Ok, now the top
is all together, but I like consis-
tency when a quilt is done, so a
border was in order. Sort out the
tone on tones (similar colour in
the fabric but one has more
shading so it looks mottled).
Now, no one who quilts will ad-
mit this, but we have fabric in
large quantities called a ““stash.”
This is invaluable when sewing
late at night, before stores open
or on holidays when shops are
closed. So, the stack of fabrics
came out, and I set them beside

tern and I chose a tumbler quilt to work on. It had 100
tumbler blocks already cut out and all I had to do was figure
out which would look good with the next one I chose from
the kit. First, I sorted them into categories (i.e., sports, ani-
mals, flowers), but quickly realized that with donated fab-
ric—and not something I went shopping for—that would

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON LOG 1W0 (905) 939-7494

the colourful quilt wanting it to calm down. Several tries,
but I did it. Two-inch border sealed the deal. The next chal-
lenge was to put on a backing and since it was for a child
and needed to be cuddly, I chose flannel. Usually, I add bat-
ting but the flannel I felt was going to work alone for this
one. Because I had just added a border and didn’t have
enough to add a binding, I made a sandwich and sewed them
inside out together leaving one side open so it could be
stitched when it was right side out. This gives anyone the
option to do the topstitching a bit sooner. The flannel actually
held the front of the quilt firmly in place and so no pins were
needed to hold the quilt firm while I did the free motion
quilting. One speaker we had at one meeting said she uses
the wave on all her quilts, so felt this one could also benefit
from the wave. It is quite simply just gentle sewing up and
down sewing across the quilt. I chose the area on each tum-
bler, so it was consistent throughout. The general rule of

E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca (@)

thumb is 6” is quilted then you can leave a space and do the
next 6” of quilting. However, you can do them as close as
you want. When I do the waves, I say wave up and wave
down in my mind, so if you can’t see the stitching and you
have to stop you know where to go next. Please wear your
free motion gloves so the job is easier. The grippy fingers
are so helpful.

A few examples

Shown below to the left is a quilt where sashing has been
added between the tumbler blocks.

To the right is a photo of a tumbler quilt made with care-
fully chosen fabrics, resulting in a very different look.

Technique

Now how do you do the wave, well here are a few very
helpful links. Just click on the link and you can get some
videos and tips.

https://www.hhstitches.com/https://www.on-
williamsstreet.com/blogs/tutorials/how-to-free-motion-quilt-
filled-waves

This one expands on the wave and gives you a challenge
if you like free motion quilting.

If you are interested in learning about free motion quilting
here is an excellent start at the beginning.

https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/beginners-free-motion-
quilting-11708157

If you are reading this online, remember you can right
click on any link above and it should say Open Link and
there it is ready for you. Happy quilting and maybe challenge
yourself to try something new.

Please visit our website for
information and current cash bids.

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

&

www.dunkerronelevators.ca

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years!
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Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week
Beef Prices Soar By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Anne Wasko has been a market analyst
for more than 40 years and currently works
for Gateway Livestock, based in Taber, Al-
berta. She and her husband operate a com-
mercial cow-calf operation in Eastend,
Saskatchewan. She has also volunteered at
the Calgary Stampede for 20 years. Wasko
was a speaker at Beef Day during Grey Bruce
Farmers’ Week, where she noted that beef
prices remain extremely high and the future
depends largely on actions by United States
(US) President Trump.

The closure of the Mexican border for live
animal imports to the United States is a major
reason cattle prices have been so incredibly
high over the past year, Wasko explained.
The Mexican border was fully closed in May
2025, with partial shutdowns before that, af-
ter the country was found to have New World
screwworm. This parasite is spread by a blow
fly that eats the living tissue of warm-blooded
animals, often killing them within days of
infection. The disease had been fully eradi-
cated in the United States in the 1960s.

According to Wasko, usually about 1.2
million head of feeder cattle from Mexico
go into US feedlots. With that 1.2 million
number going to 0, this triggered the supply
and demand ratio to be off. Less cattle meant
paying higher prices for what could be found.

Wasko reported that when word came
from Washington that the Mexican border
might reopen, the markets reacted, and then
reacted again when U.S. President Trump
commented on the beef industry in the United
States. “The impact fundamentals, the supply
and demand, did not change, but the worry
about them did,” she said, again commenting
on how “volatile the cattle market is.”

Another factor driving prices so high is
that both the U.S. and Canadian cow herds
are now very small. Bovine Spongiform En-
cephalopathy (BSE) heavily impacted the
cow herd in Canada, “there was no money
to be made,” Wasko said explaining that
through that time, “We (Canada) lost 25%
of our cow herd and 33% of our (cattle) pro-
ducers.”

“There is the smallest US cow herd now
since 1961,” she said adding that there is an
expected increase of more cows coming into
that small herd in 2026 which is good news.
With the higher prices, farmers have been
inclined to increase their herds as heifer feed-

ers have dropped, those heifers are being
kept for future cows. It follows the same pat-
tern here in Canada, in Western Ontario, there
were 14% less heifers marketed meaning
they stayed in their herds for the future.
Western Canada has 88% of the beef herd in
Canada.

The Canadian beef market is heavily ex-
port-dependent, with about 50% of Canada’s
beef leaving the country. Of those exports,
75% are destined for the United States and
9% for Japan. “Canadian beef is very much
in demand,” she added.

While the cow herd is small, the US and
Canadian beef farmer is doing an incredible
job producing beef that is of high quality.
“Beef quality remains high, 80% of fed cattle
is triple AAA quality-or higher. In 1992, this
quality was met with only 18%.,” she said
adding that this high quality is matched with
heavier carcasses at average 942 pounds
whereas in 1992 it was at 725 pounds.

Wasko said she expects the Mexican bor-
der to reopen later this year, a move that
would signal that record-high cattle prices
have likely peaked. She noted that this is the
cow-calf sector’s time to shine and encour-
aged producers to take advantage of current
conditions to put themselves in a stronger
position, as these prices will not last forever.
She added that cattle feeder operators face
risk on all sides, with potential losses ahead.

She explained that right now it’s a mostly
all “good news” story for the Canadian beef
cattle industry. For the average finished car-
cass today, there is a $639 per head profit
that is spread through the entire system from
calf to carcass with each sector getting some
of that. In the dark days of BSE, there was a
loss of $72 a head that was shared through
the sector.

There have been a lot of comments over
the high retail prices in Canada, she said,
“Retail prices being high is how we rebuild
our industry.”

Beef prices are high but consumers are
still consuming that high priced beef that hit
the record high of $9.40 for one pound of
ground beef in North America. “Overall de-
mand for direct protein is strong. COVID
taught people how to cook again,” she said
adding that trendy diets now also focus on
protein which is good news for the cattle in-
dustry.

Patgnted
Turbite

Impeller

FUEL

b

See it in action on
JameswayFarmEqg.com

AWARD WINNING
PUMPELLER®...

MIX THE

TOUGHEST
PITS WITH
LESS TIME
AND LESS

Partner l

www. partneragservices.com
1877 349-3276

AG JAMESWAY'%

JameswayFarmEq.com

819-845-7824 * info@JameswayFarmEg.com + FOLLOW US I'i

FARM D
zo0MIp.

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION
CONTROL. Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment
installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.

REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF
BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS

Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211
DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300
OFFICE 705-322-9292
email digfarmdrain@hotmail.com
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,
GRAIN HAULING

\ PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM 705-331-5371 )

Great rates and great distribution!
Visit farmviewonline.com
for advertising information,
to subscribe and to read back issues!

6’01‘(
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JIM& ELIZABETH BAKER 705-430-9873
jbfarm2018@outiook.com
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Community spirit fuels drive for food bank’s refrigerated truck

By Don Beaulieu

Support of Wasaga Beach’s Ministerial Food Bank comes
from many sources. At the end of December 2025, there was
a fundraiser to aid in a specific goal of the food bank. The

The Wasaga Beach Ministerial Food Bank’s Mission State-
ment is: To bring glory to Jesus Christ by using our God-giv-
en resources, to provide food and spiritual support to disad-

difference. President & founding member Councillor Ellen
Timms along with vice president and fellow founding mem-
ber Kelly Kramer work with 12 other board members.

aim is to purchase a refrigerated truck.

The “Warm Hearts, Cool Truck Fundraiser” at The Hive
Restaurant and Pub on Saturday, December 27th was pre-
sented by David Grossman; Mortgage Broker, Wasaga
Beach Bite, and The Hive Restaurant & Pub. The event suc-
cessfully raised $2,020 to support the Wasaga Beach Min-
isterial Food Bank in acquiring a refrigerated truck which
would significantly enhance the food bank’s ability to pro-
vide fresh and nutritious food to those in need.

The event featured over a dozen local musicians includ-
ing David Cubitt, David Angelis, Michael Mangov, Les-
ley Joosten, Campbell Forbes, David Grossman, Carol
Bateman, Bryon Douglas Johnson, Wayne Fennell, James
Meschino, Wendy Caudle and Len Corkum who entertained
throughout the evening. David Grossman also holstered up
his guitar to take part in the entertainment.

Key organizers offer a heartfelt thank you to the sponsors:
Wasaga Beach Brewing Company, Don Beaulieu (open
mic host), Vectoria Creative (promotional artwork) and of
course, to all the talented musicians who generously donat-
ed their time and talent. Together, the power of community
spirit and generosity was showcased.

vantaged residents in the Wasaga Beach
area in a dignified and caring manner. It
is a registered charity that accepts food
donations and charitable contributions.
The organization is run by volunteers and
solely funded through the generous dona-
tions of the Wasaga Beach community.
Member churches are: Prince of Peace
Anglican Church, Faith Missionary
Church, Clearview Community Church,
Wasaga Community Church, Wasaga
Beach United Church and Wasaga Beach
Community Presbyterian Church.
Wasaga Beach Bite operates under
the formal mandate of “Taking the Bite
out of Hunger”. The organization is not
only focused on food bank support, but
also on building a stronger, more con-
nected community. Their mission goes
beyond fundraising, aiming to support
local businesses and bring residents to-
gether through events that make a real

AGBUSINESS

PHONE: 705-722-0138

We’re working on'

Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

EMAIL:

farmview@on.aibn.com

ROB HENRY’S
CUSTOM FARMING INC.

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

10TH LINE, THORNTON
HENRY -« 705-790-7714
ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@QHOTMAIL.COM

musicians who took to the stage during the fundraising event for
the Ministerial Food Bank’s refrigerated truck. From left to right
are Michael Mangov David Angelis and David Cubltt

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 12 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL » COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

This winter, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE * FARM SUPPLIES « FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
* Masterfeeds :
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
» Electric fencing supplies
* Gates * Bale Feeders oA bl B
1696 Penetangmshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079
RMC CONTRACTING

new and rebuﬂt decks patlos stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North ﬂ\/lecﬁomwa[

Air Specialist

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe Cmmty and Surmumﬁ'ng Area.

2l

Rundle o Painting

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting
Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

== PRIMO
ano cenzrurion PAVING ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)

F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Primo Quality,
Primo People!

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Primo Service,

Colin's

SHMALL (EHNEINES

Maintenance & Repairs
Chainsaw Sharpening, Tire Changing, Balancing & Sales,
Hydraulic Hose & Crimping, Custom Built Trailers & Wiring,
Welding & Custom Fabricating,
Colin's Custom Cnc Plasma Cutting
Tool & Equipment Rentals
Local Pick up & Delivery Available

(705) 434-2308
www.colinssmallengines.com
colinssmallengines@hotmail.com

6126 Concession Rd 3
Everett ON LOM 1J0

Christian Farmers Federation
of Ontario,

Central Ontario District:
info@christianfarmers.org
1-855-800-0306
christianfarmers.org

OFA Members Service Representative:
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276

email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444

email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca

705-726-9300 ext 1224

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com

Peel County Federation of Agriculture
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com

OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and

Grey Ag Services: York:
519-986-3756

info@greyagservices.ca

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca

York Region Federation of Agriculture

york@ofa.on.ca

Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement
Association

1-800-265-9751
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org
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-1 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

email:

farmview@on.aibn.com

Free classified word ad's can be mailed, emailed or faxed by the 15th of the month for the next month's issue.
Telephone orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Ad's run for one month only and must be re-
submitted each month to be repeated. Mailing information is on page 4.

OBITUARY

AUCTIONS

SPRING & SUMMER AUCTIONS

BELCOURT, LINDA JANE
(nee MARCHANT)

Linda Belcourt unexpectedly passed away from a
heart attack at the age of 62 on December 29, 2025,
surrounding by her loved ones. Linda was born and
raised in the Elmvale area. She was the daughter of
Morley and Margaret Marchant. She spent her young
adulthood building a successful IT career in Toronto
all while enjoying traveling and making lifelong friend-
ships. She returned to her roots in Elmvale to meet her
best friend and the love of her life Brian Belcourt, they
were married for 32 beautiful years and spent 32 years
laughing, camping and loving each other fiercely. In
1996 Linda had her first daughter and best friend Kari
Belcourt, Linda was her biggest supporter. In 1997 she
had her second daughter Marie Belcourt, who she was
so proud to share her accomplishments with. She was a
beloved grandmother to Evelyn and Harrison Belcourt,
the amount of love and laughter they shared will never
be forgotten.

Linda was an incredible Mother, Wife and Grand-
mother. She was a staple to the Elmvale community,
operating the Springwater News and being involved in
many community organizations such as the Elmvale
Lioness and Girl Guides of Canada.

She will be deeply missed by her husband Brian, her
children Kari and Marie (Brett), her grandchildren Eve-
lyn, Harrison and her well awaited new grandson, her
mother Margaret Marchant (nee Dundas), her siblings
Glenn (Giselle), Joyce, and Chris (Cindy). She is pre-
deceased by her father Morley Marchant.

Timed Online
Consignment Auction

Farm, Shop & Construction Materials and
Equipment, Vehicles & Trailers, Etc.

February Consignment Sale Runs
February 16th - 23rd, 2026

For more information visit the website!
Sale Managed & Sold By:

Kevin Barker &
Greg Snoddon

Auctions
3484 Hwy. 35,

Lindsay, Ontario

For more info visit:

www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

Kevin: 705-878-2947
Greg: 705-934-9611
Office: 705-328-1478
“Auctions with Action”

Wanted
International Super W4 farm tractor.
22 x 32 or 22 x 38 Dion Threshing Machine.
Please phone in evenings 905-983-9331.

COMING EVENTS

MASONRY SERVICES

Save the Date!
AgKnowledge
Forum planning
has begun...
Feb 27th, 2025.
See the ad on
page 6 for full
details and
registration
information.

s e TR

S, e
Eli Noble _
Masonry Specialist

Get ready for Spring! Call for a quote!

905-904-1570
ednoble2@gmail.com

Service areas include
Barrie, Durham and the GTA

for” he says.

some!”

ers feel comfortable.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

He says “Some of the quietest, most unas-
suming folk become absolutely dynamic when
they hit the stage. Those surprises are awe-

Beaulieu operates a professional sound sys-
tem that will have any singer/musician sound-
ing their best. Many performers appreciate his
attentiveness to sound and to making perform-

There is no limit to the age or ability of
talent, no auditioning. Sign-up for a time on
stage when you arrive. Beaulieu thanks The

Book

Kevin

your 2026
Spring/Summer sale NOW!

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience
& consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin (519)942-0264 ¢ Scott (519)843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Scott

o] f

FREE ADS

WANTED, church organist

St Georges Anglican Church in
Utopia is currently seeking a
person proficient in piano and
organ to lead our choir during
Sunday morning service 9 am.
We are a small congregation
and the remuneration would be
in the form of a monthly
honorarium. To discuss this
opportunity further, please call
Sandi Schneider at 705-424-
5735.

Common No.1 DC Red Clover
for sale

55Ib bags call for pricing.

Seed report available. Please
call 289-264-3938.

Wanted Garden
preferably not too large.
Also working portable Record
player.

Please call or text 705-440-
3567.

Bench

Reporter goes through stage, after stage...

Farm View's reporter Don Beaulieu contin-
ues to host an open stage in Wasaga Beach in
2026. Beaulieu has hosted thousands of open
stage evenings over the decades. The excite-
ment and pleasure of introducing and hearing
new talent every week “...is something I live

OPEN STAGE

Wednesdays ©
619 i

p.m.

__é’Asted by

Don Beaulieu

Bring us music, poetry,
stories or comedy!

. Restaurant [&Ye
s The Hive "

1441 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach

This episode of The Good Neighbour podcast focuses on the Farm View newspaper, the
ag community, and me! Jeff did a wonderful job drawing me out of my shell so that adver-
tisers and readers can get to know the person behind the paper. Have a listen at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTuacKHfTdI

FARM VIEW
NEWSPAPER

with
Roslyn Watkins

Seating reservations required:
705-429-2773

Performer questions: Don at don@donshots.ca

Hive Restaurant & Pub in Wasaga Beach for
allowing him to present this opportunity to the
community each week.

I Free Classifieds |

! Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit :
1 individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must |
I reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone !

1 1
1 orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue I

: only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use :
Ithe space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 1
: advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com

Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X OW7
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Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & center line rd

SINCE 1955

Sales - Parts - Service - Rentals

L 0
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Snow - meet your match.

ON, LOM 150

Erin Location:

9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON,
NOB1TO

519-833-961

705-428-3132

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,
LOLTLO  705-458-0871

P;'

Kubota’s range of attachments will make the choice for snow removal an easy one. Choose from blades and blowers that go on
easily — so you can spend less time out in the cold and more time in the heated, comfort-driven cabs. Additional attachments
like spreaders, allow for anti-slip sand and salt treatments, so you can keep your property clear long after you've done your job.

hours showing:564, diesel,
4wd, rops with canopy, one
remote, 3rd funtion hydraulic
loader, ss g/a, 72" bucket,
bh92 backhoe 18" pin on
bucket, 540 pto, industrial

tires, In Stayner. $57,800

-] hours showing: 891.3, gas,
hydrostatic trans, rops 540 rpm, open station with
with canopy, 23x8.50-14
fronts,12.4x16 rears, bt820v
backhoe with hydraulic

thumb, t1500 loader with 60”
bucket, in Erin. $48,900 |

i

9 SrSu i
e

no rops, loader and bucket
] . 6:00 x 16 front tires, 13.6 x

Equipment in Erin.

8761.7 hours ua, 2006 , cab
with heat and air, 17.5r25

hours showing: 242, diesel, 4wd,
540 pto, turf tires, hydrostatic

Hours showing: 1847.60,
4wd, open station w/foldable

28, Unit is located at Stewarts | =

trans, loader, manual quick
attach with 48" bucket, work
lights, rear wheel weights. Unit is
located at Stewarts Equipment in

Cookstown. $18,200

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

tires , auxilliary hydraulics ,
bucket with cat it24 quick
attach, Unit is located at
Stewart’s Equipment in Erin.

$63,900

rops, 540 rpm, one remote,

glide shift, 8-16 fronts, 14.9-
24 rears, grill guard, kubota
1a682 loader with bucket,

Unitis in Erin. 514,900

1 5151.4 hours ua, cab with
| heat, 4wd, with loader,

12x16.5 front tires, 17.5x24
rear tires, bucket and pal-

let forks, horst lasb400010
blade, and bauman 2260h
sander, In Erin.

1,380.5 Hours, Cab/Heat/
Air, Radio, Diesel, 3 Range
Hydrostatic Trans, 4wd, 2 re-
motes, 540 PTO 9.5-32 Rears,
8-16 Fronts,bauman 1040h
spreader, and hla lasb3600 v

blade, In Erin. 524]900

$36,900 |

hours showing: 1124, original
one owner! 4wd, loader, cab
with heat and air, side mirrors

, 20.5r25 tires, Unit is located

at Stewarts Equipment in
Erin.

$78,500 |

hours showing:458.5, 4WD,
cab/heat/air, 14.9r28 fronts,
front fenders, 18.4r38 rears,
2 remotes, 16x16 auto shift,
fender mounted switches,
540 rpm, metal plessis

snow blade 5126,900

Erin 519-833-9616
Cookstown 705-458-0871
Stayner 705-428-3132

hours showing: 146.8, 4wd,
foldable rops, 1a340 loader
with bucket, front grill guard,
bt603 backhoe with bucket
and mechanical thumb,
rck54d-26bx mower deck,

in Erin. 528,900

hours showing: 797.4, open
station with rops, 2wd ,
540 rpm, 1 set of remotes,
11Ix15 front tires , 13.6x28
rear tires , power steering,
unit is located at Stewarts

Equipment in Erin. $11,800

fl G

Follow Us




From all of us at Farm View

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.
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A newspaper with something for everyone
email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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