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Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more. 
www.charwenfarms.ca

 
    7284 9th Line Thornton, ON 
                705-424-1905 
      office@charwenfarms.ca

EST. 1966

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, 
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per 
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your 
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is 
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

North Simcoe 4-H invites you to come out to the Edgar 
Town Hall, 1167 Old Barrie Rd W, Oro-Medonte, on Tuesday 
March 24 from 7-9 pm, to see the clubs that are planned for 
2026 and meet the leaders.

     March 24th: North Simcoe 4-H sign-up Night                                     

Do you know a farmer in Simcoe County that deserves to 
be recognized by the Agricultural Hall of Fame? If so, please 
send an email to simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com to re-
quest a nomination application. All applications must be in 
by April 1st 2026. Information on page 12.

    April 1st: Hall of Fame applications due

Wednesdays, after the chores are done: Open Stage at 
The Hive Restaurant & Pub at 1441 Mosley Street, Wasaga 
Beach, 6 to 9 p.m. A supportive place for neighbours to 
share music, favourite poems, a story or a bit of magic! Host 
is Don Beaulieu. Professional sound system. To reserve a 
dinner table text 705-606-0500. Sign up for a time on stage 
after you arrive.

    Wednesdays ongoing: Open Stage at The Hive

The advertising and news deadline for the April issue of 
Farm View is Saturday, March 14th.  

    March 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture is pleased to 
once again present the Keep Kids Safe Workshop to be held 
at Huron Tractor at Cashtown Corners on Saturday, April 
11th. Full details and registration information can be 
found in the ad on page 15. 

     April 11th: SCFA hosts Keep Kids Safe Workshop

York Region Federation of Agriculture is pleased to host 
a Celebration of Agriculture taking place Saturday, March 
28th. Full details and registration information can be 
found in the ad on page 17. 

     March 28th: YRFA hosts a Celebration of Agriculture

York Region Federation of Agriculture presents Emer-
gency and CPR training on Friday, March 13th. 

Full details and registration information can be found 
in the ad on page 17. 

     March 13th: YRFA hosts Emergency/CPR Training

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters 
Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely   

Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com 

The Grace of the Deep Freeze 

Soul Sisters Celebrations

The last few months here have been a test of spirit, 
haven't they? I’ve spent more mornings than I can count 
looking out my kitchen window at a world turned com-
pletely white, listening to the house groan under the weight 
of the snow and the biting wind. In our rural bends of the 
road, a winter like this isn't just a weather report, it’s a 
way of life. It’s the ritual of neighbors checking in, the 
ache of shoveling the front entrance for the third time in a 
day, and the quiet isolation that settles in when the roads 
are finally declared impassable. 

When the temperature drops into the negatives and the 
whiteouts blur the line between the ground and sky on the 
horizon, it’s easy to feel a sense of spiritual frostbite. We 
start to feel stuck, or worse, forgotten. But there is a pro-
found theology hidden in the deep freeze. In our modern 
world, we are taught that doing is the only way to be good. 
But a blizzard laughs at our schedules. It forces a Sabbath 
upon us, whether we want it or not. There is a humility in 
admitting that we cannot withstand the blast on our own. 
Weathering a winter storm is a lesson in surrender. It 
teaches us that we are not the ones fully in control of the 
seasons of our lives. When the drifts pile high against the 
barn door, it is an invitation to go inward, both into our 
warm kitchens and into the quiet chambers of our hearts. 

Spiritual weathering isn't about being tough enough to 
bear the brunt of the cold in solitude; it’s about having the 
wisdom to huddle together. I want to challenge you: don’t 
let the isolation of the snow become the isolation of the 
heart. Even if the roads are closed, the lines of grace 
remain open. Pick up the phone. Send that text. Trek across 
the yard to knock on a door.  

The storm strips away our pretenses and leaves us with 
the bare necessity of community. When you check on a 
neighbor, you aren't just checking a chore off a list, you 
are being the hands and feet of a God who promised never 
to leave us or forsake us. In the middle of a freeze, our 
warmth comes from the fire in our hearths, but our survival 
comes from the love in our hearts. There is a specific kind 
of gratitude that comes from seeing a neighbor’s tractor 
clearing your drive before you’ve even had your coffee, 
or getting that "Just checking in" text when the power 
flickers. It’s a reminder that while the weather might be 
cold, the people are anything but. 

If you are feeling weary of the gray skies and the endless 
cold, remember this: the snow is a blanket to the land. Be-
neath that heavy, frozen layer, the earth is actually resting. 
The moisture from this winter is exactly what will feed 
the roots of the crops we’ll plant in the spring. The "storms" 
you are weathering right now; the health scares, the finan-
cial worries, the heavy silences in your home, are not just 
empty hardships. They are tilling the soil of your soul. 
You are being prepared for a harvest that can only grow 
because you endured the freeze. 

Keep the fire lit, keep your heart open, and check on 
your neighbor. The thaw is coming, but for today, let the 
stillness teach you. 

A prayer for the long winter: God of your Understand-
ing, We thank You for the beauty of the blanketed earth, 
but we acknowledge the heaviness it brings to our bones. 
For those of us feeling isolated by the drifts or chilled by 
the winds of circumstance, wrap us in the warmth of Your 
presence. Give us the strength to clear the path for others 
and the humility to ask for help when our own strength 
fails. May we trust that beneath the frozen ground, You 
are working a hidden miracle of renewal. Keep our hearts 
soft even when the world feels hard, and lead us safely 
through the storm to the light of the coming spring. Amen. 

 
 

North Simcoe Seed and Feed Show March 13th, 2026 at 
Elmvale Community Hall from 12:30pm to 3:30pm. Contact 
Nicole at nsimcoesoilncrop@gmail.com for more info.  

  

  March 13th: North Simcoe SCIA Seed &   
  Feed Fair Addis Grain hosts their annual Spring Marketing Meeting 

on Tuesday, April 7th. The event takes place from 9:30 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. Call 705-720-0431 x1 to RSVP. Addis Grain is lo-
cated at 274 Third Line South in Oro-Medonte, ON. 
Information in the ad on page 12. 

 

     April 7th: Addis Grain Annual Marketing Meeting

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts' first meeting is 
March 25th at 7 p.m. at Elmvale Legion, 7 John Street. 

Presentation:  "Be Pet Aware" for the gardening season.  
Guests welcome. 

 

    March 27th: Program announcement for E.D.G.E

The Tec-We-Gwill Women’s Institute hosts a live per-
formance by The Flailing Shilaleighs. The concert takes 
place Sunday, March 1, 2026, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. EST at 
Bond Head Memorial Hall, 2892 County Road 27, Bond 
Head, Ontario. Information on page 12.

     March 1st: The Flailing Shilaleighs Concert



March 2026 FARM VIEW  Page 3

Tel : 819 395-4282    Fax : 819 395-2030    info@valmetal.com
www.partneragservices.com 

1 877 349-3276

YOUR SUCCESS 
AT YOUR 
FINGERTIP

PRO

EQUIPEMENTRECIPESINGREDIENTS SEQUENCE ALARMSREPORTS

CAN HELP MANAGE:

MIXERS CONVEYORS RESERVES SILO UNLOADERS MOTORIZED CARTS FEEDER ROBOTS

AND MUCH MORE... INCLUDING YOUR EXISTING EQUIPMENT.

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed 
www.BradburyFarm.com 

Humanely Raised (by us):  
Beef • Chicken • Pork • Turkey  

We also carry:  
Livestock Feeds • Pet Food • Miller’s Dairy 

Maple Syrup • Honey & much more!

Order your Chicks NOW ~  We are your local dealer for 
Chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2026

Visit our Farm Shop!  
4043 2nd Line • Cookstown • 705-816-2917  

www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com 
            Follow us on FB  Bradbury - Small Family Farm 

First annual maple tree tapping in Tay Township
Story and pictures by Don Beaulieu

At the end of January, on a bright but cold day, the 昀rst 
of昀cial tapping of a maple tree, signifying the year’s 昀rst 
agricultural harvest, took place in Tay Township in Simcoe 
County. Not too many years ago during a milder spring, the 
sap was already running before this annual event took place. 
This time, there was no chance of sap running yet.

This year’s location was Sugar Maple Ridge and was 
attended by many maple syrup producers, politicians and 
media. Everyone met in the sugar shack, telling stories and 
enjoying hot beverages and treats. Maple syrup was on hand 
for tasting and adding to one’s coffee.

Starting things off ahead of the actual tree-tapping Vice 
President Jack McFadden of the local maple producers wel-
comed everyone  in attendance. He explained that “We don’t 
manufacture maple syrup. We take the sap that comes out of 
the tree, heat it up to intensify the sugars, and package it up 
for sale all around the world”.

McFadden introduced Marin and Marianna Magdic who 
took over the family operation from his father and mother, 
Ivan and Terezija, in 2019. Ivan started out in 1978 with just 
50 pails and a 昀at pan over a wood 昀re. Now, the Magdic’s 
have almost 2,000 taps on a vacuum system leading to a re-
cently renovated sugar shack. Marin elaborated on some of 
the family history and how his father was truly an outdoors 
man at heart.

His telling of the family history and this acreage was full 
of very positive emotional memories, dads and sons work-
ing together, over generations. “Lord willing, he said, one 
day there’ll be some grandkids around”.

McFadden recognized some key maple producers in at-
tendance representing the Ontario Maple Producers Asso-
ciation including Brian Bainborough, former president and 
John Williams who has just completed his role as executive 
director of the Association.

Mayor David Evans, Township of Tiny, brought greetings 
along with Tiny Councillor Dave Brunelle. Evans noted the 
global appeal of maple syrup.

Mayor Ted Walker of Tay Township also spoke brie昀y, 
saying how maple syrup is a large part of the economy.

Before heading out for the 昀rst tapping, McFadden ex-
plained one of many changes made for the safety and pro-
tection of the trees. The size of hole drilled into the trees has 
been reduced from 7/16th of an inch to 5/16th of an inch. 
The older, manual brace-and-bit drills were of the larger 
size, but now the powered drills used are of a smaller diam-
eter. The placement of taps around the circumference of the 
tree, and the height of them, are taken into account to be sure 
to maintain a healthy forest.

It was eventually time for everyone to go outside and wit-
ness the 昀rst of昀cial tapping, performed by Member of Pro-
vincial Parliament Jill Dunlop. Other politicians took part, 
including Tay Mayor Ted Walker and Deputy Mayor Barry 
Norris who each tapped a tree. Snow in the forest was ex-
tremely deep, so a tree very near the sugar shack was this 
year’s chosen sugar maple to start off the season.

After the VIP tappings, everyone moved back into the 
sugar shack for social time and to have a toast to the upcom-
ing seasons. Everyone had a little cup of maple syrup for 
the celebratory toast given by Brent Beers of Maple Grove 

Syrup in Severn Township.
“Here’s to a prosperous, a 

healthy and a very success-
ful  syrup tourist season for 
2026” offered Beers.

There are health bene昀ts 
to using maple sugar in 
place of re昀ned white sugar:
Rich in Antioxidants:
Maple syrup contains nu-
merous antioxidants, partic-
ularly phenolic compounds, 
that help protect cells from 
damage caused by free radi-
cals and reduce oxidative 
stress. Darker syrups gener-
ally have higher antioxidant 
levels.

It is a good source of sev-
eral essential minerals, with 
a 1/4 cup (60 ml) serving 
providing signi昀cant amounts of the following...

Manganese: Essential for energy production, normal 
brain and nerve function, and healthy bones.
Ribo昀avin (Vitamin B2): Aids in metabolic processes and 
energy production.
Zinc: Important for a healthy immune system, wound heal-
ing, and male reproductive health.

Trace amounts of calcium, potassium, and magnesium are 
also present, which contribute to bone health, blood pres-
sure regulation, and muscle function.
Lower glycemic index: Pure maple syrup has a slightly 
lower glycemic index (around 54) than table sugar (around 
65) and honey (around 61), meaning it raises blood sugar 
levels more slowly and helps avoid sharp spikes.
Anti-In昀ammatory properties and potential for gut and 
brain health: Emerging research suggests maple syrup ex-
tract may have prebiotic properties that support bene昀cial 
gut bacteria. Other studies indicate potential neuroprotec-
tive effects, such as protecting brain cells from damage as-
sociated with Alzheimer’s disease, though more human re-
search is needed.
Enhanced antibiotic effects: Preliminary lab research sug-
gests that maple syrup extracts may enhance the effective-
ness of antibiotics against bacteria, potentially helping in the 
昀ght against antibiotic-resistant “superbugs”. 

As with all good things, moderation is key. Despite ben-
e昀cial compounds, maple syrup is primarily sugar (sucrose) 
and should be used sparingly as an alternative to re昀ned 
sugar, not as a primary source of nutrients.

Also, beware of claims that maple syrup can 昀ght diseases 
like cancer in humans are currently based on lab or animal 
studies and require much more research.
Choose “Pure” Maple Syrup: Many commercial syrups 
are just sugar with maple 昀avoring and do not offer these 
natural bene昀ts. Always use 100% pure maple syrup. 

In conclusion, pure maple syrup is a more nutritious 
sweetener choice than re昀ned sugar, but it is still an add-
ed sugar that needs to be consumed mindfully within a 

healthy diet.
Keep your eyes peeled this spring for a multitude of fes-

tivals based around maple syrup and its traditions. Some of 
these traditions go back to pre-European contact, right here 
around Georgian Bay.

Deputy Mayor Barry Norris of Tay Township is seen 
here tapping one of the 昀rst maple trees of the year at 
Sugar Maple Ridge.

Jack MacFadden is seen here wel-
coming folk to the 昀rst tapping and 
offering insight into the craft, includ-
ing history and humour.
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      FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 

Roslyn Watkins 
The 5 N’s Publishing House 

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON L9X 0W7 
Phone (705) 722-0138 

 e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com 
 

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com 

 
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community 
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural 

home owners informed about local and national news that affects 
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS:  

$45.00 including HST for 12 issues 
 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for 
omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the 
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid 

for the advertisements.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and 
your cities will spring up again as if by magic, 

but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in 
the streets.” 

W.J. Bryan      

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 
points of view from the agricultural community.  

Editorial opinions are freely expressed by 
 individual authors.

 
In memory of  
Jill Beischer 

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Farm View invites letters to the editor. They 
should be fewer than 300  words and deal with a 
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be 
signed, including your full name, address and 
daytime phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls. 

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon 
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay  
BARRIE KOA (Seasonally) 
BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC. 
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN 
GALLERY, Barrie 
CHARWEN FARMS  
COLLINGWOOD FUELS 
COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE 
DALSTON STORE 
DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC. 
DOUBLE JB FEEDS 
EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil 
ESSA AGRIPLEX 
ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES 
FOODLAND in Elmvale 
HAMILTON BROS. 
HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally) 
HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville 
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION 
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL 
SERVICE, Barrie 
McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston 
NICHOLYN FARMS 
ONTARIO STOCK YARDS  
PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston 
RAILFENCE BOOKS 
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC. 
SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford 
STEER ENTERPRISES 
STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and 
Stayner 
THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 

Farm View is available at the following 
agricultural businesses.

Full Page.                             $995./month

2/3 Page.                              $775./month 
1/2 Page                               $525./month

1/3 Page                               $395./month 
1/4 Page                               $310./month

1/6 Page                               $205./month

1/8 Page                               $150./month

1/16 Page                             $100./month

Business Card                        $88./month

Ag. Business Directory          $700./year

Please visit www.farmviewonline  
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate 

reductions based on frequency. 
The ad deadline is the 14th of the 

month for the following month’s issue. 

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

The Farm View is delivered to these businesses 
between the 25th and 29th of each month, with 
copies available while supplies last.  

If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed 
directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are 
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at 
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X 0W7, or by email 
at farmview@on.aibn.com.

    G U E S T  E D I T O R I A L

You have likely noticed that food 
prices have increased. Every generation 
raises concerns about the cost of fuel 
and food, two essentials we purchase 
frequently and that are immediately felt 
in household budgets. We fill our vehi-
cles regularly, and we buy groceries 
once or twice a week, making these 
costs highly visible. 

So why have food prices risen, and 
is this truly a crisis? 

According to a recent news article, 
Prime Minister Carney attributed rising 
food costs to tariffs, climate change, 
and geopolitical disruptions, and further 
suggested that Canada is experiencing 
food insecurity. These statements raise 
important questions that deserve closer 
examination. 

Tariffs increase costs primarily when 
we impose them on imported products, 
not when other countries tariff Cana-
dian exports. The term “Climate 
change” has become a broad, catch-all 
explanation, yet weather variability, in-
cluding droughts, disease, and extreme 
events, has existed throughout history. 
These challenges are not new to agri-
culture. Likewise, claims of geopolitical 
disruptions affecting domestic food 
prices require clearer, concrete exam-
ples to support the argument. 

There are, however, several signifi-
cant factors much closer to home that 
directly influence food prices: the car-
bon tax, inflation driven by excessive 
government spending and monetary ex-
pansion disconnected from GDP 
growth, sharp increases in production 
inputs since the COVID-19 period, and 
Ontario’s annual minimum wage in-
creases. These policies directly affect 
farmers, processors, and food busi-
nesses operating within Canada. 

While wages must rise to help Cana-
dians manage inflation, as people need 
to earn a livable income; these increases 
also raise operating costs throughout 
the food supply chain. Rather than ad-
dressing these policy-driven pressures, 
it is easier to place blame elsewhere, 
including on our own food industry, 
which is often accused of price fixing 

or gouging despite paying significant 
taxes and operating under strict regula-
tions. 

Recently, Farm & Food Care re-
leased data showing that Canada’s Food 
Freedom Day falls on February 8. This 
means it takes approximately 40 days 
of annual income to pay for food, an 
amount that has remained relatively un-
changed in recent years. Food prices 
have risen but not disproportionately 
compared to other household expenses. 

Government intervention in private 
markets, such as grocery rebates or 
price controls, may offer short-term re-
lief but ultimately function as Band-
Aid solutions and many times are detri-
mental to long term solutions. They do 
not address the root 
causes of inflation. 
Meaningful change 
requires fiscal disci-
pline, responsible 
spending, and policies 
that support a compet-
itive and business-
friendly environment. 

Canada’s farmers 
and food processors 
provide food with ex-
ceptional care, safety, 
and efficiency. They 
continually make dif-
ficult decisions to re-
main viable while ab-
sorbing rising costs. 
Without their innova-
tion, stewardship, and 
commitment to effi-
ciency, food prices 
would be significantly 
higher. Canada is, in 
fact, among the coun-
tries with the lowest 
food-cost indexes in 
the world. 

As for food insecu-
rity, it is important to 
consider this term in a 
global context. True 
food insecurity looks 
very different in many 
parts of the world. In 

Canada, we are blessed with abun-
dance. Food sovereignty, producing our 
own food, is a wise and important goal, 
and one we should continue to support. 

May the Lord bless our governments 
with wisdom and resolve to examine 
domestic policies honestly and pursue 
healthy, sustainable solutions. Pray for 
our leaders as they govern and take a 
moment today, and every day, to give 
the Lord thanks for the food on your 
table. It is God who provides and cares 
for us all. 

 
 
The CFFO Commentary represents 

the opinions of the writer and does not 
necessarily represent CFFO policy. 

By John Zekveld, Executive Board Member for CFFO Your Grocery Bill - Lets Dig Deeper

At 2 p.m. on January 26th of this year, reporter/pho-
tographer Don Beaulieu posted a self-made meme about 
the dedication of farmers, on his personal Facebook 
page. As of the March deadline for this issue of Farm 
View, his message has been shared 541 times and viewed 
68,553 times. "This really shows the support and respect 
people have for our agricultural communities" he says. 

Most of the views have been by folks in Canada 
(88.8%) and the United States of America (9.8%) with 
the United Kingdom, Australia, Mexico and the Nether-
lands adding up to 1.2%.  

Farm View is proud to be a part of this community 
and supporting such dedicated people. And rumour has 
it that spring is coming.

From frost to Facebook: A salute to 
winter-weary farmers
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JD 7230R  2012 ... $195,995
IVT (50K), PREM CAB WITH COMMAND 
ARM, 59 GPM PUMP, 4 REMOTES, TLS, HID 
LIGHTING, FRONT HITCH/PTO, 5755 HRS

STK#147452STK#147452 LIST PRICE 

$195,995

KICK START DISCOUNT

$15,000

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 

$180,995$180,995

Over 350 units with PRICE, MULTI-UNIT, NO TRADE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE - CALL YOUR LOCAL REP

2026 SEASON

PRE-OWNED SALE

KICKKICK
STARTSTART

KICK START
YOUR 2026 SEASON!

CALL AND ASK ABOUT:

PRICE
DISCOUNTS

MULTI-UNIT 
DISCOUNTS

NO TRADE 
DISCOUNTS

24FOR MONTHSMONTHS1.9%1.9% 24FOR MONTHS*

*On select pre-owned equipment. Financing rates and offers end March 31st, 2026

60FOR MONTHSMONTHS3.5%3.5%3.5% 60FOR MONTHS *

84FOR MONTHSMONTHS3.9%3.9%3.9% 84FOR MONTHS *

LIST PRICE 

$622,995

KICK START DISCOUNT

$10,880

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 

$612,115$612,115JD 412R  2022 ... LIST $622,995
1200 GAL TANK, 120’ BOOM, 20” SPACING, 
FIVE WAY NOZZLE BODIES, PREM CAB/
LIGHTS, GEN 4 WITH SF6000, 1620 HRS

STK#183885STK#183885

JD 6R 140  2022 ... $269,995
IVT (50K), ULTIMATE CAB/SEAT, COM-
MANDPRO, LOADER, TLS, CAB SUSP, 4 
REMOTES, 633 HRS

STK#184106STK#184106

JD 8RT 310  2020 ... $489,995
IVT (40K), ULTIMATE COMFORT, CAB SUSP, 
5 PREM REMOTES, ULTIMATE VISBILITY, 
2507 HRS

STK#149286STK#149286

CIH 335  2017 ... $59,995
TRUE TANDEM BARRACUDA, 28’, ROLLING 
BASKETS

STK#183000STK#183000

JD 330G  2019 ... $75,995
CAB & AC, ISO CONTROLS, JOYSTICK, HIGH 
FLOW, PWR QUIK TATCH, AIR SEAT, REVERS 
FAN, 951 HRS

STK#184206STK#184206

JD 333G  2018 ... $99,995
CAB & AC, ISO JOYSTICK, HIGH FLOW, RIDE 
CONTROL, AIR SEAT, REVERS FAN, FORKS, 
STONE FORK, BLADE, 2551 HRS

STK#186155STK#186155

JD 450M  2018 ... $55,995
4X5, PRE CUTTER, 540 PTO, NET WRAP, 
BALE RAMP, 5000 BALES

STK#183781STK#183781

JD 6R 145  2024 ... $318,995
IVT (50K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 3 ELEC 
REMOTES, 3 FUNC LOADER VALVE, TLS, 
454 HRS

STK#183172STK#183172

JD S680  2017 ... $269,900
4WD, PREM CAB/RADIO, LEDS, LEATHER, 
AUTOTRAC, 26’ AUGER , 2932 HRS 

STK#181898STK#181898

JD 8320  2004 ... $139,995
DELUXE CAB, MFWD, 4 REMOTES, AT 
READY, 8511 HRS

STK#184156STK#184156

JD 412R  2022 ... $622,995
1200 GAL TANK, 120’ BOOM, 20” SPACING, 
3” SIDE FILL, PREM CAB & LIGHTS, SF6000, 
1257 HRS

STK#183885STK#183885

JD 6155M  2016 ... $173,995
20/20, QUICKIE LOADER, STANDARD CAB, 3 
REMOTES, MFWD, AT READY, 5045 HRS

STK#146511STK#146511

JD F4365  2021 ... $519,995
70’ DUAL BIN AIR BOOM, PREMIUM CAB 
AND LIGHTING, ELECTRIC ROLL TARP, 
SF6000, 1685 HRS

STK#184172STK#184172

RG1100C  2018 ... $369,995
1100 GAL SS TANK, 120’ BOOM, 20” SPAC-
ING, 5 WAY NOZZLE, 3” SIDE FILL, 
ALL WHEEL STEER, 1966 HRS

STK#147853STK#147853

JD 6R 175  2024 ... $389,995
VT (50K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 680R LOADER, 3 
ELEC REMOTES, TLS, 436 HRS

STK#183197STK#183197

JD F4365  2020 ... $539,995
70’ DUAL BIN AIR BOOM, PREMIUM CAB 
AND LIGHTING, ELECTRIC ROLL TARP, 
SF6000, 1546 HRS

STK#144606STK#144606

JD 8R 230  2024 ... $534,995
IVT (50K), PREM COMFORT, COMMAND-
PRO, DUAL PUMP, 4 REMOTES, ILS, 197 
HRS

STK#183182STK#183182

JD 1760  2012 ... $62,995
12 ROW, 30”, LIQUID, MARKERS, 3.0 
BUSHEL HOPPERS, VACUUM, PRO-SHAFT 
DRIVE W/MAXEMERGE XP ROW UNITS

STK#184148STK#184148

premierequipment.ca

Alliston
(705) 453-7551
4896 Dean Drive

Stouffville
(905) 640-2692

14183 Highway #48

Nobleton
(905) 859-0581

6770 King Road West

VIEW OUR LINE-UP 
+ LOCATION INFO HERE
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7085 Hwy 26 Stayner, ON L0M1S0

DEKALB | Purina | Lawn Care | Pet Food | Bird Seed | Farm Supplies

Store: 705-428-2195
Email: info.clearviewag@gmail.com

www.clearviewaginc.ca

As you look ahead to the coming years, it’s important to 
stay informed about external factors that could directly affect 
your land and your operation. 

Government-led infrastructure projects are expected to 
expand in many regions. Projects such as the proposed ALTO 
high-speed rail line and new hydro transmission corridors 
have the potential to cross or border productive farmland. 
While details on routing, timelines, and land requirements 
may continue to evolve, these types of projects can carry 
long-term implications for access, drainage, field layout, 
biosecurity, and overall farm efficiency. 

Even when a project does not directly remove land from 
production, construction activity and easements can create 
operational challenges. Access points may change. Tile 
drainage systems can be disrupted. Field patterns that have 

worked for decades may need to be adjusted. Understanding potential impacts early allows 
you to ask questions, participate in consultations, and seek advice from your lawyers and 
other advisors about your rights and options. 

It is important to watch for formal announcements, environmental assessment notices, 
open houses, and consultation opportunities. Routes and project details can shift over time. 
Staying informed ensures you are not caught off guard and gives you the opportunity to 
provide input before decisions are finalized. 

OFA will continue to advocate on behalf of our members as these projects move forward. 
Our policy analyst team of highly skilled professionals is actively monitoring developments, 
reviewing proposed legislation and regulatory changes, and engaging directly with govern-
ment officials to ensure farmers’ voices are heard. We are focused on protecting farmland, 
ensuring fair processes, and pushing for practical solutions that recognize the realities of 
farm operations. 

Locally, your county federations will also be advocating on behalf of our members. 
County board members represent local interests and know the area best, from soil types and 
drainage patterns to long-standing land use pressures. Their on-the-ground knowledge is 
critical in ensuring local concerns are clearly communicated and considered throughout the 
planning process. 

To stay informed, we encourage members to stay connected to 
OFA news. Subscribing to our weekly newsletter ensures you re-
ceive timely updates on infrastructure projects, policy develop-
ments, and advocacy efforts that may affect your operation. Stay-
ing informed is one of the most effective ways to stay prepared. 

Monitoring infrastructure developments, just like markets and 
weather is part of protecting your operation for the long term. 

Use this QR Code to register for the OFA Newswire and stay 
informed. 

  
 
 

Protecting Your Farm Amid 
Expanding Infrastructure 
Projects

Megan Burnside-Poitras of the Agriculture 
Wellness Initiative explained that, according 
to the World Health Organization, “stress is 
a natural human response that can create 
mental and physical tension in times of 
worry, crisis, or other difficult situations”. 
Stress is a common part of life. It can be ac-
tivated by both the positive and the negative. 
Stress can lead to growth and learning but if 
it is ongoing for a long time with no recovery, 
it can lead to physical and/or mental illness. 

There are two broad forms of stress. The 
first is acute stress, she explained, which can 
be compared to equipment breaking down 
at harvest time. Feelings 
of acute stress peak and 
then subside. 

The second is chronic 
stress, which is ongoing 
and creates persistent 
feelings of worry. It tends to linger over a 
long period of time. An example, she noted, 
would be ongoing financial pressures or fluc-
tuating crop prices. 

When someone is fronted with stress, 
Burnside-Poitras said, “Stress shows up and 
there are two main reactions, fight or flight.  
Fight means getting verbally or physically 
aggressive and flight is wanting to escape 
the stress or just avoiding the stress. Other 
reactions to stress are freeze as in feeling 
stuck or numb and fawn which is people 
pleasing to try and gain control.” 

Identifying stress is critical to deal with 
it. She explained that stress has a lot of symp-
toms including panic attacks and low moods.  
Physical symptoms can include sleep issues 
and illnesses. Panic attacks can mimic heart 
attacks and she stressed it is important to get 
any heart attack symptoms promptly checked 
out. 

Agriculture has stresses that none of us 
can control. These stresses include weather 
conditions like that Great Ice Storm of last 
spring and last summer’s drought. Other 
stress inducers are market prices and global 
trade policies. There are also communication 
and public perceptions. Another stressor is 
supply chain disruptions.    

What we can control is what we should 
focus on. She clarified that we can control 
our routines, our reactions and how we talk 
to ourselves.  

Farmers cope with stress and how they 
cope is that “Farmers regularly support each 
other during daily routines and tough times,” 
she said adding that this naturally creates a 
sense of security and belonging. 

Farmers often attend community events.  
“Participating in events like church services, 
being part of an Agricultural fair, going to 
4-H meetings and local boards strengthens 
social times and fosters collaboration,” she 
reported adding that these social connections 
have huge benefits. 

According to a Standford study, sociable 
people have lower stress, anxiety and de-

pression, she reported.  
She added that having so-
cial ties build self-esteem 
and greater empathy, in-
creased trust and co-op-
eration. 

People that have a social life, according 
to the study, “had 50% increase chance of a 
longer life.” 

When stress comes in, “let’s talk about 
it,” she suggested, adding that “it is important 
to share highs and lows and to encourage 
conversations. Hearing each other helps the 
community at large.” 

Stress is coming, at harvest, planting and 
when the livestock goes into the birthing 
pens- guaranteed. Burnside-Poitras said to 
be ready for the stress to come, “be realistic 
with your goals, expect difficulties and try 
to find ways to deal with it.” She gave an 
example that with calving, having a well bed-
ded area for new calves will make the time 
easier to handle. 

When stress comes in, build efficiency 
routines.  Suggestions included deep breath-
ing, a drink or snack, taking a short break 
and always, “talking it out.”    

Creating your own coping strategies can 
include watching a movie or tv show, calling 
a friend or family member, take a nap or lis-
ten to music. Take care of yourself, “get ad-
equate sleep, meals and hydration,” she rec-
ommended. 

“Be kind to yourself,” she summarized. 
There is help for stress for farmers. The 

Farmers Wellness Initiative is available 24/7 
365 days per year and it is free. The number 
to call is: 1 866 267 6255. 

1-800-668-3276  
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca 
www.ofa.on.ca

SouthWest Agricultural Conference
Navigating Stress In Agriculture
By Cathy Hamill-Hill 

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  
offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including: 

Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning  
and assisting with Government Grant Applications 

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6 
Tel: (705) 728-7461             www.powelljones.ca

Did You Know? 
 Spider dragline silk 
is stronger by weight 
than steel — and 
more elastic than 
Kevlar. 
Read more in this 
month’s Fun Farm 
Science article on 
page 13.
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For many farm families, 
old photographs are more 
than pictures—they are 
pieces of history. Weathered 
prints tucked into albums or 
boxes often tell the story of 
the land, the buildings, and 
the generations who worked 
them. Through his recent 
project, photographer John 
Rundle has been helping 
families bring those memo-
ries back to life. 

Rundle has been carefully 
restoring an old farm photo-
graph that had faded and de-
teriorated with age. The orig-
inal image, once dull and 
marked by time, showed a 
proud homestead. John re-
paired scratches, corrected 
fading, and enhanced details 
that had nearly disappeared. 

The result is a photograph 
that looks remarkably close 
to the day it was first taken. 
The buildings stand out 
clearly, and the overall image 
has regained its warmth and 
clarity. What was once a 
fragile, aging print is now a 
vibrant piece of family his-
tory, ready to be shared and 
preserved for future genera-
tions. 

Projects like this highlight 
the value of photography not 
only as art, but as a tool for 
preserving rural heritage. By 
restoring these images, Run-
dle is helping families recon-
nect with their roots and 
keep their stories alive. 

John Rundle can be 
reached at johnrundlespho-
tos@gmail.com or by calling 
705-321-2592.

Bringing the Past Back Into Focus: 
John Rundle’s Farm Photo Restoration

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association (OSCIA) has appointed Julie 
Henderson to the newly-created position of 
General Manager. Henderson, who previ-
ously served as OSCIA’s Interim Executive 
Director and Chief Financial Officer, will act 
as the primary link between OSCIA’s senior 
leadership team and its Board of Directors. 

Henderson’s appointment is part of a 
broader review and restructuring process de-
signed to strengthen collaboration, improve 
transparency and support effective decision-
making across OSCIA. This new structure 
moves OSCIA away from its previous 
model—an Executive Director supported by 
departmental Directors—to a more collabo-
rative leadership approach that improves co-
ordination and responsiveness across the or-
ganization. 

Operational and strategic decisions will 
be guided by a Senior Leadership Team, con-
sisting of Henderson and four department 
Directors: 

• Director of IT and Shared Services – 
Gabriella Visontai Perry • Director of Mem-
ber Services and Business Development – 
Nicole Mackellar • Director of Research and 
Knowledge Transfer – Kimberley Cathline • 
Director of Programs – Recruitment under-
way 

OSCIA is pleased to formally welcome 
Kimberley Cathline to the team. As Director 
of Research and Knowledge Transfer, Cath-
line brings more than 20 years of experience 
in the agricultural research environment and 
over a decade of progressive leadership in 
research program management, policy de-
velopment and organizational governance. 

She has held senior roles at Niagara Col-
lege’s Horticultural and Environmental Sci-
ences Innovation Centre (HESIC) and 
Vineland Research and Innovation Centre, 
as well as positions with the University of 
California, Davis, the University of Guelph 
and the National Research Council of 
Canada. Cathline holds a Master of Science 
in biological sciences from Brock University 
specializing in plant science, oenology and 
viticulture, and an Honours Bachelor of Sci-
ence in plant biology from the University of 
Guelph. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Julie into the 

role of General Manager and Kimberley into 
her new leadership position,” says Andy Van 
Niekerk, OSCIA President. “Their leadership 
qualities, combined with our new structure, 
position OSCIA to better serve our members, 
strengthen our research and knowledge trans-
fer efforts, deliver high-quality programs and 
continue advancing innovation in Ontario 
agriculture.” 

Daily operations and staff supervision will 
be led by new Senior Manager roles, includ-
ing a Senior Manager of Program Operations, 
a Senior Manager of Finance, and additional 
Senior Manager roles that may be added as 
part of future planning. 

Under this new model, the General Man-
ager serves as the primary link to the Board 
of Directors, while the Directors guide op-
erational and strategic decision-making. Sen-
ior Managers provide day-to-day leadership 
for their teams, ensuring OSCIA’s gover-
nance and operational roles remain distinct, 
clear and effective for future operations. 

“This structure reflects our belief that the 
best decisions come from bringing different 
voices to the table,” says Henderson. “Each 
Director and each Manager will contribute 
unique insights and input from their teams, 
leading to a collaborative approach that de-
livers stronger outcomes for our members 
and partners.” 

Van Niekerk says the new model aligns 
with OSCIA’s Strategic Work Plan, and will 
enhance member engagement, streamline de-
livery of applications, claims and services, 
support staff growth and professional devel-
opment, enhance transparency and ensure 
decisions are informed by multiple areas of 
expertise. There will be no disruption in the 
delivery of OSCIA’s programs or on-farm 
research participation, cost-sharing funding, 
or knowledge transfer opportunities. 

The new model is the result of significant 
planning and discovery, says Van Niekerk, 
“Over many months, we explored several or-
ganizational models and found that collabo-
ration was always at the centre. This new 
structure reinforces OSCIA’s long-standing 
reputation for innovation. It supports the ex-
cellent work already underway and positions 
us for the future.”

OSCIA Names New GM, Updates 
Leadership Structure

Story by Roslyn Watkins

The original farm photograph before restoration, show-
ing visible fading, scratches, and signs of age that had 
dulled the once-vivid image of the family homestead. 

The restored photograph by photographer John Run-
dle. John has revived clarity, detail, and warmth bring-
ing the historic family homestead back to life for future 
generations. 
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       4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0    (905) 939-7494    E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca 

 Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!

www.dunkerronelevators.ca 
Family owned and operated  

for over 35 years!

Please visit our website for  
information and current cash bids.Est. 1989

Call today to book 2026 crop prices

Marshall W. Driver 
Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

Melody Somerville, Funeral Director-Manager
tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca 

email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com 

South Simcoe 4-H Rally Night 
brought dozens of 4-H members to-
gether for an evening of connection, 
activity, and fun at the Angus Recre-
ation Centre on February 8th! Mem-
bers, leaders, and families gathered 
to showcase what 4-H is all about 
and to welcome potential new mem-
bers interested in joining 4-H this 
year. 

The highlight of the evening was 
the club showcase. Many clubs set 
up poster boards to display what 
they have been working on and to 
share information about themselves. 
From the Mechanics club, to Poultry 
club, to Model Rocketry, there was 
something for everyone. Addition-
ally, the Line Dancing Club added 
energy to the event by performing a 
short demonstration, giving atten-
dees a taste of the learning to do by 
doing, what 4-H stands for. 

Of course, no 4-H event would 
be complete without food and ac-
tivities. Guests enjoyed pizza and 
beverages while checking out club 
booths and learning more about the 
different opportunities available. After the showcase wrapped 
up, everyone headed onto the ice for an open skate, which 
gave members and families a chance to relax, laugh, and 
have fun! 

Rally Night was not only a celebration of the clubs already 
underway, but also an excellent opportunity for new members 
to learn what 4-H is all about. By the end of the evening, it 
was clear that everyone – from long-time members to first-

time visitors – had a great time and left excited for the year 
ahead. For anyone who is interested in joining 4-H, there is 
still plenty of time to register for and get involved this year! 
With a wide range of clubs and opportunities, 4-H offers 
youth aged 9-21 the chance to build life skills, make lifelong 
friendships, and learn to do by doing. You can find more 
info about 4-H Ontario at 4-hontario.ca! 

 

Weston and Remi Yoo proudly display their Model Rocketry poster during 
South Simcoe 4-H Rally Night at the Angus Recreation Centre on February 
8. The brothers were among dozens of members showcasing their clubs and 
welcoming new participants for the year ahead. 

South Simcoe 4-H Rally Night Showcases Clubs and 
Community Spirit at Angus Recreation CentreJOIN US!

SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT

Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario

Keeping Faith in Farming

christianfarmers.org

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT 
(Formerly Simcoe County District) 

As cover crop use in Ontario and in the Prairies continues to grow, a survey has been launched to understand the 
evolving dynamics in cover crop use. The survey aims to gather insights from farms and crop advisors about adoption, 
practices, benefits, and challenges related to cover crops. 

The survey is open to all farm types and sizes, as well as crop advisors across Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Al-
berta. It targets: 

· Farms who did or did not grow cover crops during the 2025 growing season 
· Farms who have stopped using cover crops  
· Crop advisors, whether they advise on cover crops or not.  
https://gfo.ca/cover-crop-survey/

Ontario and Prairie farms and Crop Advisors are 
invited to share cover crop insights 

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

We have:
Ag Tires

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.
24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Call Dave, Blake  
or Paul for all your  
ag tire needs!
905-939-8964 
northwaytire@outlook.com

By Weston Yoo
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FARM FEED 
SERVICE

• Organic Feed Available •  
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,  
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed  
& feeders, cat & dog food 
Bulk and custom orders upon request.  
We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags, 
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,  
Herbs for Horses products and more!

959 Marshall Rd. 
Wyebridge,ON  L0K 2E1 
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road 
Phone 705-526-0563  Fax 705-526-4862

Curbside pick up still offered 
 Call today to place your poultry order

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,  
Sunday and Holidays - closed.
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Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467 
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

· Mobile fire extinguisher service & sales 
· Commercial/Industrial/Farm/Residential 
· NFPA 10 Compliant

Brad Ayres (705) 241-4574 
brad@fire-alert.ca 
FIRE-ALERT.CA

FIRE-ALERT Simcoe County & areaF

V
murrayscott65@outlook.com

705-721-8472

 • Agricultural • Equestrian • Commercial • Industrial

My conscience has been working overtime with guilt this 
winter. 

There were no goat babies planned for winter. The first 
kid had a mother that decided that kids were not for her.   
The only way to get milk into the kid was to pin the doe 
down and use strong force to keep her there. At -35 nights 
and -20 days with strong west winds this winter, the kid had 
to be full at times. My conscience kept thinking of the cold 
kid in the barn. I had to get up long before the sun to get in 
the early morning feed. There was another afternoon feeding 
as long times in between risked hypothermia which means 
death and my conscience wouldn’t let me not either. It was 
night chore time on day five that I went to the barn and 
found the doe letting the kid get her own milk.  The doe was 
in major “I got a baby now” mood and the kid was being 
covered in kisses and sweet talk for the first time. 

The next kid was born the only day in the week when I’m 
away for the day at my off-farm job. The kid was just freshly 
born when I came to the barn this polar vortex infested day 
and she was one of those slow starters. Some babies are 
born ready to go, some are born slower. This kid was slow 
and resembled a pretzel. From her ears to her back legs, 
everything was twisted. I tried to give her first colostrum 
and she refused being not ready yet. Her mother ran away to 
the other side of the pen. I got the baby cleaned off and she 
got to her front legs but her back legs were twisted and 
unable to hold her up. Time said leave so I had to leave all 
this which broke every rule in the conscience of this farmer. 
I spent my entire workday until Sweetie could get to the 
barn feeling so guilty leaving this innocent kid. 

Today the same kid is a testimony to Francis the boer 
buck. I see why people raise boers. She has long ears, the 
typical boer compactness and she is light red with faded out 
spots. Like Francis, she is demanding and will let me know 
exactly when it is feeding time. Her young mother has held 
on to “no kid for me” and so she gets run down and pinned 
in place three times a day. The kid now plays kid games on 

four strong legs. 
I watched the forecast and decided on a weekend to sell 

some extra sheep here at our local Woodville Auction. The 
temperature was close to above freezing and it was a sunny 
Saturday morning. Kevin the carrier (new word for trucker) 
arrived here at 7 a.m. as agreed upon. The warm temperatures 
had turned the snow into slippery glass and with a long live-
stock trailer, the carrier got stuck. It was a warm day so the 
old tractor here fired right up. Kevin didn’t say a word but 
the look when that small 60 some year old tractor pulled out 
the garage was not hopeful. “We got a wonderful neighbor 
Brian with a big John Deere who is our 911 rescue- if this 
does not work,” I assured Kevin. The old David Brown trac-
tor was hooked up by Sweetie to Kevin’s new truck. The 
David Brown huffed and puffed- and nothing happened.   
Another try was made, more huffing and more puffing with 
zero results. 

My conscience was in tatters when I made the call to 
Neighbour Brian. Here I was in mid-winter on a Saturday 
morning at 7:20 a.m. bothering someone for a rescue.  “Give 
me 20 minutes” this wonderful Neighbour said. He arrived 
in 15 minutes, accessed the situation and seemed to have 
had this all fixed in under ten minutes. Wonderful Neighbours 
don’t just take off for home when the rescue seems finished 
and instead idle the massive John Deere tractor and wait on 
standby. Sweetie had made a turnaround space the day before 
when it was colder- and it now was all more of that slippery 
snow. With no hesitation, this good Neighbour dropped his 
massive snowblower and made a down-to-the ground turn-
around space. Next was hooking up the truck again- and 
pulling it to better ground. At this point, I felt so guilty over 
the efforts of Kevin, Brian and Sweetie, I left the area and 
filled water bottles for my rabbits. I’m not sure how many 
more pulls and hook-ups were needed before that trailer was 
finally expertly backed up to the door. 

I thought finally this is over when the livestock trailer 
door was shut after the last sheep went in. And it was not.  
That slippery snow had the truck and trailer sliding yet again.   
This wonderful Neighbour had to hook up the truck again- 
and again to that massive John Deere. It was a full 95 minutes 
before this was finished and everybody could finally leave 
here. Thank God for my Sweetie, our patient calm carrier 
and a wonderful Neighbour I thought as I finished chores 
that morning. 

I’m grateful that winter is only one season long, my con-
science cannot take any more of this. 

 

After The Chores: Winter Conscience
By Cathy Hamill-Hill
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As we welcome the growing season 
and gather to celebrate the hard work 
of our farming families, I am pleased 
to share the latest updates that support 
our agricultural sector, including new 
provincial and federal-provincial in-
vestments that will benefit farmers 
across Ontario, including here in Sim-
coe North. 

This past month the Governments of 
Canada and Ontario announced a sig-
nificant investment of up to $20 million 
through the new Market Diversification 
and Trade Resiliency Initiative. This 
initiative is part of the broader Sustain-
able Canadian Agricultural Partnership 
and will help farmers, food processors 
and agribusinesses sell more Ontario-
grown products at home and in inter-
national markets. Applications to access 
this funding open February 17 and run 

until March 17, 2026, providing oppor-
tunities for our local producers to grow 
their markets and strengthen competi-
tiveness amid global economic uncer-
tainty. 

This announcement builds on previ-
ous investments that help farmers make 
important improvements to their land 
and operations. For example, nearly 
$14.6 million was invested last year 
through the Resilient Agricultural Land-
scape Program, supporting projects that 
enhance soil health, build water reten-
tion features and expand natural habi-
tats on farmland, helping producers be-
come more resilient to extreme weather 
and market pressures. 

In addition to these funding oppor-
tunities, our provincial government has 
continued its commitment to agricul-
tural risk management, including on-

going support for programs that help 
mitigate the impacts of market volatility 
and global trade challenges for grain, 
livestock and specialty crop farmers. 

Farming is the backbone of Simcoe 
North’s economy and rural way of life, 
and these initiatives reflect our govern-
ment’s commitment to ensuring that 
agriculture remains strong, innovative 
and sustainable for years to come. 

I encourage all local farmers and 
agri-business owners to explore these 
opportunities and consider how they 
might support your operations. Please 
reach out to my office if you have ques-
tions or need assistance connecting with 
provincial resources. 

Warm wishes to our farming families 
and to all residents of Simcoe North as 
we look forward to a productive spring 
and a successful year ahead.

New Investments Strengthen Support for Simcoe 
North Farmers Ahead of Growing Season

Providing Provincial Support  
in Simcoe North 
• Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
• Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates
• Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)
• GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons  
 and seniors)
• Health Care
• Health Cards/OHIP Issues
• Natural Resources & the Environment
• Ontario Disability Support Program  
 (ODSP)
• Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
• Provincial Government Programs
• Seniors Issues
• Small Business Issues
• Transportation
• Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)
• Workplace Safety & 
 Insurance Board (WSIB)

Ontario Investing More than $47 Million 
to Drive Local Research and Innovation
Government is investing over $47 million to 
support 195 cutting-edge research projects  
at our universities, colleges and hospitals.  
These projects are driving made-in-Ontario 
innovation in key sectors like manufacturing, 
critical minerals, information technology, life 
sciences, and agri-food.

JILL  
DUNLOP 
MPP – Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 • Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org  
JillDunlopMPP.ca

It is getting harder to make dry hay with climate change- 
and wrapped hay has become an option for many operations.   
Horse Day at the Grey Bruce Farmers Week addressed this 
real concern in a segment titled “Hay (lage) is for Horses.  
Sort of.  Sometimes”. 

Christine O’Reilly, Forage and Grazing Specialist with 
the Ontario Ministry of Food, Rural Affairs and Agriculture 
explained that haylage for horses is actually “wrapped hay”.  
This is hay that is baled wet and is wrapped with plastic to 
preserve it.    

Wrapped hay contains moisture, a lot of moisture. Dry 
hay moisture readings are usually between 12-18% while 
wrapped hay comes in at 20-40%. 

The list of advantages for wrapped hay is all about “faster 
drying” and “easier to harvest”.  Good quality horse hay, ac-
cording to O’Reilly, needs to be harvested in June. To get 
dry hay in June, that means a 7 day drying window- which 
is hard to find in these current times of climate change.  
Wrapped hay though can chop off the drying window to 
only three days in the field, “We often get three (good drying, 
no rain) days in June,” she reported. 

A big concern that needs to be figured out first is how to 
manage these wrapped bales. The wrapped bales may look 
like the exact same size as dry bales- but they are far from 
the same. While it is possible to somewhat manually move 
or tip over a dry 4 foot by 5 foot bale of dry hay, it’s not hap-
pening at all with a wrapped bale. O’Reilly proved the dif-
ferent in weight with this comparison: 

4 by 5 soft core bale weighs 400-600 pounds 
4 by 5 hard core bale weighs 850-900 pounds 
4 by 5 wrapped bale weighs about 1,000-1,500 pounds 
“Wet bales are heavy,” O’Reilly pointed out adding that 

these heavy bales need a tractor big enough to move them.  
She said a 60 horsepower tractor on level surfaces only 
“may” lift them but a tractor that size should be used care-

fully. “An 80 horse power or higher tractor is far safer to 
move wrapped bales,” she stressed. 

Assuming one has an 80 horsepower tractor, there is an 
absolute need for a “bale grabber” if the wrapped bales need 
to moved even once before they are fed out. The traditional 
bale “spear” that goes into dry hay to move them, will poke 
holes into wrapped bales which will be a disaster, guaranteed.   

“Air spoils the (wrapped) hay. It is wrapped in plastic to 
keep the air out.  Even a pin hole can let air in. Air spoils the 
hay,” O’Reilly said. She stressed several times that rodents 
that can chew bales must be kept away adding, “mow grass 
around the wrapped bale pile, grass is an excellent cover for 
rodents and rodents will put holes into the bales. Holes 
cannot happen.” 

Another major issue with wrapped hay is that once the 
bale is open, there is a three day window before it is unfit to 
feed. “Must get the bale fed out in three days,” O’Reilly 
said adding wrapped bales work only for larger operations 
that can feed out a full bale within three days. 

Dr. Lisa Costa, veterinarian for Georgian Bay Equine 
warned horse owners that her presentation on “Botulism” 
was going to be a bit scary to hear. Botulism is a disease 
created by a toxin produced by clostridium botulinum which 
is a bacteria found in soil similar to tetanus. “It is not the 
rusty nail that causes tetanus, it is the soil that is on the rusty 
nail,” Dr. Costra stressed. 

Botulism essentially “stops transmission from nerves to 
muscles.” Symptoms include muscle weakness, including 
“shaker foal syndrome,” facial paralysis, difficulty standing, 
chewing, and swallowing. 

Early treatment is key for the best chance of survival, 
with adults having a 30–70% survival rate and foals having 
a 90% survival rate. When botulism sets in, achieving these 
survival rates requires getting the horse to a veterinary hos-
pital. At best, Dr. Costa said, treatment may cost about 

$4,000, but a stay in the ICU can cost approximately $10,000 
per week. 

“In (quality clean) dry hay, Botulism is often not found,” 
Dr. Costa advised adding, moldy/spoiled round bales are 
high risk. Areas that have higher cases of Botulism include 
Kentucky, USA. It can also be spread from dead carcasses 
of wildlife that end up in water troughs used by horses. 

Botulism can be prevented. Management practices to pre-
vent this starts with cleaning clean hay out of clean feeders 
and mangers. She stressed, “if feeding haylage (wrapped 
hay) that there is no air entry allowed.” Further, there is a 
commercial vaccine available starting with young foals that 
must be repeated at set intervals to make it work. Pregnant 
mares should have an added booster at a specific time before 
foaling. All horses need an annual booster following strict 
timelines for this vaccine to work, Dr. Costa stressed. 

At this point, Dr. Costa was correct when said that horse 
owners are now thinking, “Why even feed haylage (wrapped 
hay) then?” She explained that wrapped hay has “great ben-
efits” for horses that are considered “hard (er) keepers” 
and/or have Heaves, known as Equine Asthma or “allergy 
of the lung” which has no cure. Wrapped hay also can be 
helpful for the older Thoroughbred that has a 
performance/sport jobs as it is easy to consume with dental 
issues. 

“Climate is changing in Ontario, it is harder to make qual-
ity feed,” she said adding that wrapped hay is naturally “fer-
mented” as the bacteria have partially digested the plant 
fiber leaving a “high energy protein”.   

Horses known as “easy keepers” should not be fed 
wrapped hay, as it can pose health risks. Wrapped hay is 
also unsafe for any horse prone to laminitis. 

Dr. Costa concluded that feeding hay should always be 
approached with careful evaluation to ensure horses remain 
healthy. 

Simcoe County Agriculture Hall of Fame looking for Nominations 
The Simcoe County Agriculture Hall 

of Fame is an organization dedicated 
to recognizing and honoring individuals 
who have made significant contribu-
tions to agriculture in Simcoe County, 
Ontario. This recognition highlights the 
achievements of farmers, agribusiness 
leaders, and community members who 
have demonstrated leadership, innova-
tion, and dedication to the agricultural 
industry. 

Inductees into the Hall of Fame are 
celebrated for their exceptional efforts 

in advancing farming practices, pro-
moting sustainable agriculture, support-
ing agricultural education, and con-
tributing to the community. The Hall 
of Fame also serves as a means of pre-
serving and sharing the history of agri-
culture in the region.  

To nominate someone for the Simcoe 
County Agriculture Hall of Fame, there 
is a Nomination form that requires in-
formation about the person’s education 
and training, chronological involvement 
in farm organizations, agriculture ac-

complishments in Simcoe County, com-
munity and other accomplishments in 
Simcoe County as well as any addi-
tional information that the applicant 
deems pertinent.   

Letters of support or references from 
people who can attest to the nominee's 
impact on the agricultural community 
and additional materials that demon-
strate the nominee's legacy.  

For more information about the nom-
ination process please contact Nicole 
at simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com.

A message from MPP Jill Dunlop

Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week  
Wrapped Hay Gains Ground as Climate Change Challenges Dry Hay for Horses
By Cathy Hamill-Hill
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info@legacyfuneral.ca         www.legacyfuneral.ca  

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

Tel: (705) 728-8282  

offering...  
Simple Cremations.  
Traditional Funerals.  
Celebrations of life.  
Graveside Services. 

Pre-Arranged or At-need.
Matt and Cindy Drury/Owners

Healthy Waters Program 
Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the  
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water  
quality and stream health by providing funding and free, 
on-site technical advice.  
Grants covering 30 – 100% of projects costs up to  
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.  
• tree planting 
• livestock restriction fencing 
• manure storage improvements 
• on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws 
• clean water diversion for barnyards 
• abandoned well decommissioning 
• tile drain control boxes 
• and more! 
Call us today about your project! 
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at 
705-424-1479 x239 • www.nvca.on.ca

Total Livestock Marketing 
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact: 

Ab Carroll 705-344-6654 
Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918 

OSI Office 705-458-4000 
 

  Box 1051 Cookstown, ON L0L1L0 
  www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.
Cookstown, OntarioA recent presentation by Legacy Funeral and Cremation 

Services Inc. welcomed guests with warmth and hospitality. 
Visitors were greeted at the door by friendly staff and offered 
a hot drink, bottled juice, or water. A beautifully arranged 
charcuterie board by GrazeNorth created a relaxed atmos-
phere, helping everyone feel comfortable before the session 
began. 

Matt Drury, co-owner along with Cindy Drury, of Legacy 
Funeral and Cremation Services Inc., quickly put the room 
at ease with his approachable manner. He opened the pres-
entation with a simple but reassuring message: “Talking 
about death doesn’t bring it closer.” Instead, he explained, 
preplanning is about preparing for the future and relieving 
pressure on family members. He encouraged attendees to 
involve loved ones in the conversation, noting, “We have 
our preferences, but what do our loved ones need?” 

Drury then introduced the afternoon’s speaker, Cindy 
Keeting of GFD (Guaranteed Funeral Deposits). GFD is an 
established financial services provider specializing in prod-
ucts for the bereavement sector. Their team helps support 
business growth, reduce administrative workload, and respect 
the traditions of the communities they serve—providing 
comfort and peace of mind to families. 

Drury and Keeting asked the audience a simple question: 
“Why don’t people pre-arrange?” Responses included post-
poning the decision, having other priorities, and not wanting 
to think about death. Keeting explained that preplanning is 
really a form of estate planning that removes some of the 
emotion from the process. 

“Death is real, and so is inflation,” Drury said. In 2010, a 
dozen eggs cost $2.64; by 2025, the price had risen to $4.94. 
As the cost of living increases, funeral costs rise as well. 
Expenses include cemetery fees, lumber for caskets, flower 
arrangements, staff wages, and utilities. The average cost of 
a funeral has increased by 83 per cent since 2010. 

Preplanning and prepaying for funeral arrangements can 
protect against inflation while providing security for loved 
ones. For those unsure about details, there is always the op-
tion to plan the basics and add choices later. 

Keeting outlined three simple steps: 
1. Create a personalized plan 
2. Communicate your wishes to loved ones 
3. Decide how to fund the arrangements—through a full 

payment, monthly plan, or instalments 
She also explained that life insurance does not lock in fu-

neral prices. “It’s like a pot of money,” she said, while pre-
planning locks in today’s costs. 

Funds placed with GFD are held in trust. Even if a funeral 
home closes, or if someone moves and chooses a different 
provider, the funds follow them. One audience member asked 
what happens if a plan is only half paid at the time of death. 

In that case, the family would be responsible for the balance. 
However, if the plan is fully paid and the investment has 
grown, any surplus goes to the beneficiary. 

For example, if someone purchases a funeral plan for 
$8,500 and the trust grows to $11,000 by the time of death, 
while funeral costs have risen to $10,000, the beneficiary 
receives the $1,000 difference. The growth helps offset price 
increases so families are not left with an unexpected bill. 

“There is a lot of flexibility in preplanning and payment,” 
Keeting said. “Your wishes, your way.” She encouraged peo-
ple to customize their plans, from music selections to floral 
preferences, and to put their wishes on paper. 

Drury suggested revisiting a preplanned funeral just as 
one would a will. Changes can be made over time, and there 
is no cost or obligation to meet with a professional. “We’re 
here to educate and inform you,” he said. 

Another question from the audience asked about price 
differences between funeral homes. Drury explained that 
while most providers stay within a similar range, some serv-
ices may carry additional fees. At Legacy, for example, there 
is no extra charge for after-hours transfers, meetings on statu-
tory holidays, or pacemaker removal. Other homes may 
charge for those services, so it is important to understand 
the pricing structure. 

Legacy staff are available to sit down with families, ex-
plain terminology, and review the pros and cons of different 
options. The goal is to provide clear direction, so loved ones 
know exactly what to expect when the time comes. 

Preplanning a Funeral: Peace of Mind for Families 
By Roslyn Watkins

Cindy Keeting of GFD and Matt Drury, co-owner of 
Legacy Funeral and Cremation Services Inc., offer ex-
pert guidance on planning meaningful funerals. 
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705-720-0431

Visit us online at  www.addisgrain.com

Join us April 7th for our  
Spring Marketing Meeting: 9:30am-1:00pm.  

Speakers begin at 10:00 a.m. · Lunch Provided 
Call 705-720-0431 ext 01 to RSVP 

in Oro-Medonte
Now online... Up-to-date Cash bids for old and new crop corn, soys and wheat

Buyers and Sellers of Soybeans, Corn and Wheat. Call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing.

The farm property is usually a distance from 
the road and it is full of good things to steal, vehi-
cles, farm equipment, power tools and fuel. 

Theft on the farm “is a real nuisance” said Sgt. 
Jillian Johnston of West Region Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP). She and Bradley Hull, Auxiliary 
Inspector, Regional Commander of West Region 
OPP, were both presenters in Preventing Farm 
Theft.  

According to Hull, the first line of defense 
against theft is to know your neighbours. Neigh-
bours are extra sets of eyes on your property when 
you cannot be there. “Communities that interact 
are a safer community,” he said adding that “if 
you are going to be away (on a vacation), let your 
neighbours know. They can see if there are head-
lights at night and if anything suspicious happens 
your neighbours can call us (police) to check it 
out.” 

He explained that there are four parts to Crime 
Prevention to Environmental Design. 

Natural Surveillance starts with having the 
property number easily seen. “Make sure your 
property number is really visible, it is very im-
portant to us (police) and other emergency serv-
ices.  Anyone should be able to see your property 
number on your property, it is important they can 
identify your property immediately,” Sgt. Johnston 
said. 

Access control is a tool to help minimize theft. 
It starts with a gate. “Gates at the end of driveways 
can make a real difference in deterring people 
from entering properties,” Hull said, clarifying 
that police understand this is not always a practical 
solution for busy farm sites that require frequent 
opening and closing of gates. 

“After hours, a closed gate can be really helpful. 
Gates are a territorial reinforcement. They show 
that you have just left the public roadway and en-
tered someone’s private property.” 

Further, a gate “sends a message that this prop-
erty is secure and that we are doing all we can to 
keep things safe. Often, people will simply move 

on, as it is not seen as an easy target.” 
It is well known by thieves that a farm truck 

stopped on the side of the road by a field could 
have keys in it. “The keys are left in the cab (of 
the truck), we see it quite regularly. The keys are 
left on the seat, the console, the visor or the door 
mat, all places that keys are expected to be found. 
Keys in magnets around the wheels and keys in 
the gas cap area, are all common places and will 
be found,” Sgt. Johnston explained.   

When a truck is stolen, a call goes to the police.  
The police have to come to the scene and gather 
any evidence. “Items left on the ground like a 
mask or water bottle are evidence,” she clarified.  
All this is added to a report that finishes when a 
notice is put out across social media that the vehi-
cle has been stolen. 

Those who steal vehicles are “often involved 
with substance use or are doing this under the in-
fluence of alcohol or drugs. The person often has 
a suspended licence or is prohibited from driving,” 
she explained. 

Stolen vehicles often end up in crashes, requir-
ing a full emergency response from fire, ambu-
lance, and police services. 

Stolen vehicles, according to Sgt. Johnston are 
often used in “future crimes like fuel theft. This 
is why often license plates are visible in theft as 
they are stolen vehicles. 99.9% of license plates 
seen at crime scenes belong to stolen vehicles,” 
she reported. Other uses for stolen vehicles are to 
steal trailers. 

“This is a draw on resources and manpower all 
because the keys were left once in a vehicle,” she 
summarized. 

She explained another situation is when a truck 
is parked, with keys inside, as the owner just steps 
away to talk to someone in another truck in a field 
in an isolated area. A thief jumps in the parked 
truck with keys in the ignition and speeds away.  
The natural response is to get in the second truck- 
and chase after the stolen vehicle. 

“Do not chase a stolen vehicle as the person 

driving it could have weapons,” she warned adding 
that people stealing vehicles “will do anything to 
keep from going back to jail”.  She stressed, “Call 
the police at the emergency line if one sees a ve-
hicle being stolen”. 

A farm, especially at harvest time, means 
“everybody is out in the fields,” explains Hull, 
adding that nobody questions another vehicle en-
tering a farm during the busy daytime harvest sea-
son. To offset this risk, motion-sensor lights “can 
light up very brightly and are often unexpected.” 

“Sensor lights draw unwanted attention. People 
who do this (steal) don’t like attention.” 

Surveillance cameras are now “inexpensive and 
we (police) use them all the time in our investiga-
tions,” Sgt. Johnston said adding that CAMsafe 
is a a private, secure database where farmers and 
residents can register their outdoor surveillance 
cameras. She explains this means that police do 
not have access to these cameras but instead the 
police know who has the cameras and can contact 
the owners to see if they have any coverage of 
specific incidents like a missing child, she said.  

A dog that barks is another deterrent to crime.   
A dog that barks to alert that someone new is on 
the property unsettles the quiet that thieves prefer 
to work in. 

With buildings, the first step is to actually lock 
the door. “Wide open buildings with doors with 
open windows means people can “see all the good-
ies in there,” Hull said. He added,  “Don’t want to 
make it this easy, cover the windows in the doors 
and make sure there are quality four screw locks 
on the doors.” He advised adding a simple two 
screw lock is too easy to break open. 

People are not “bothering the police” by calling 
them after a theft.  There is a 24/7 non-emergency 
number of 1-888-310-1122 to call. Calling with 
serial numbers of missing items might get that 
item back to you from finding a crime scene in-
volving stolen items. Further, alerting police to 
crime could end a long series of similar crimes. 

Preventing Farm Theft
SouthWest Agricultural Conference
By Cathy Hamill-Hill The Tec-We-Gwill 

Women’s Institute is bring-
ing a burst of East Coast and 
Irish musical energy to 
Bond Head this spring with 
a live performance by The 
Flailing Shilaleighs, a high-
energy Celtic-style band 
known for their lively 
arrangements and crowd-
pleasing stage presence. 

The concert takes place 
Sunday, March 1, 2026, 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. EST 
at Bond Head Memorial 
Hall, 2892 County Road 27, 
Bond Head, Ontario. 

The event supports the 
Tec-We-Gwill Women’s In-
stitute’s ongoing community 
outreach initiatives. 

Admission 
· $5.00 for Tec-We-Gwill 

W.I. members 
· $10.00 for Non-mem-

bers 
· Youth 16 and under are 

free (seat reservation re-
quired) 

All attendees must regis-
ter in advance by contacting 
Sally at 416-402-7530 or 
Sallysainsbury@rogers.com  

Celtic Night in 
Bond Head!

Profitable 
Pastures Webinar

Ontario Forage Council 
(OFC) is pleased to an-
nounce the 2026 Profitable 
Pastures Webinar Series. 
This popular webinar series 
focuses on best management 
practices for pasture and 
grazing managers. 

There will be three webi-
nars airing daily from 
7:30pm to 8:30pm EST over 
March 3rd, 4th, and 5th. 
Registration is required but 
there is no cost to attend. 
CEU’s will be available for 
Certified Crop Advisors. 

March 3rd - Growing 
grass, supporting livestock: 
Nitrogen in pasture systems 
- Caroline Reisiger 

 March 4th - Impact of 
grazing management on 
pathogen presence in live-
stock and the environment - 
Dr. Heather Murphy 

 March 5th - Watering 
Systems for Pasture – Panel 
Discussion - Amadou 
Thiam, Steve Sickle, Tom 
Cunningham 

All presentations will be 
made available on the OFC 
YouTube channel approxi-
mately one week post-event, 
but attending live allows 
registrants to ask questions. 

For more information 
about the webinar series and 
to register: https://onfora-
genetwork.ca/ontario-for-
age-council/profitable-pas-
tures/ 
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Separating the Grain from the Chaff in Soil Health and Regenerative 
Agriculture 
Presented by: Andrew McGuire, Washington State University  
Date & Time: Tuesday March 10th, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 
Location: Webinar  
Course fee: $12 OR FREE for OSCIA members.

Building for the Future: Considerations for New Dairy Barns 
Presented by: Cynthia Miltenburg, Angie Wilson, Christoph Wand, & Tom Wright, 
OMAFA 
Date & Time: Monday, March 9th, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services. 
Course fee: $20.00.

Learn & Practice 5 Basic Hand Stitches for Mending or Sewing Clothes 
Presented by: Valerie Cheaney, Simply Farmshed 
Date & Time: Wednesday, March 11th, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services. 
Course fee: $20.00.

Grey Ag Services Winter Courses 
For complete information and to register please call 519-986-3756, email 
info@greyagservices.ca or visit www.greyagservices.ca/courses-webinars  
Grey Ag Services is located at 206 Toronto St. S., Unit 3 Markdale, Ontario

Raising Rabbits 
Presented by: Michelle Sanders, Ontario Rabbit Rancher 
Date & Time: Saturday, March 14th, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. 
Location: Hybrid - attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom. 
Course fee: $20.00.

Economics of Feeding Beef Calves 
Presented by: Steve Duff, John Molenhuis & James Byrne, OMAFA 
Date & Time: Tuesday, March 24th, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services. 
Course fee: $40 - lunch included.

In The Know 
Presented by: Jackie Ralph, CMHA Grey Bruce 
Date & Time: Thursday March 26th, 10:00 am - 2:30 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services 
Course fee: Free

Introduction to Starting a Cut-Flower Business 
Presented by: Amy Kitchen, Sideroad Farm & Gillian Griffin, Flora Grey 
Date & Time: Thursday April 9th, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 
Location:  Hybrid - attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom. 
Course fee: $20.00 

Horse Health Night 
Presented by: Dr. Tee Fox & Dr. Mandy Mulder, Markdale Veterinary Services. 
Date & Time: TBD 
Location:  Hybrid - attend in-person at Grey Ag Services or online through Zoom. 
Course fee: $20.00

Small Space, Big Impact 
Presented by: Ann Joyner & Tory Bowman, Grey County Master Gardeners 
Date & Time: Tuesday, March 31st, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services. 
Course fee: $20.00

ADVERTORIAL

Tracy Green, Broker at Ontario-Wide Financial says, “close to 60% of Canadians mort-
gages are going to be coming up for renewal in 2025-2026. This will make it one of the 
most significant mortgage renewal periods in decades. And this is stressing out a lot of 
homeowners!”  

That works out to approximately 1.15 million Canadian mortgages across the country, 
with many borrowers facing significantly higher payments after locking in low rates during 
the pandemic. While specific numbers vary by source, projections from the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) point to this large volume of renewals in 2026, impacting 
a massive number of households. 

 “Well, we have the first year “2025” under our belt and we’ve worked really hard to 
help our clients have as much of a soft landing as possible. We’ve been busy consolidating 
debt and negotiating the best rates possible for renewals, refinances and reverse mortgages,” 
says Tracy Green 35-year veteran in the mortgage industry, and Owner of Ontario-Wide Fi-
nancial. “One advantage in 2026 is that rates have gone down from last year although there 
is no guarantee for how long. AND YES, WE NEGOTIATE RATES FOR OUR CLIENTS! 

I’m not going to sugarcoat it; things are very unpredictable, with tariffs and droughts af-
fecting livestock, making food prices soar, and the uneasiness of the economy resulting in 
falling property values. So, for clients with upcoming mortgage renewals carrying significant 
debt, whether it be loans, credit cards, property or income taxes, CERB repayment etc., it’s 
important to reevaluate the whole picture now to see if there is a better and more affordable 
way to restructure. 

Homeowners thinking about doing upgrades to their homes or securing a credit line for 
future expenses or just to have as a cushion, now is the time! 

Don’t think you’ll qualify or have already been turned down? Here at Ontario-Wide I 
hear this constantly and while I can’t help in every situation many of my clients have been 
surprised and happy with the outcome once they did call. I work personally with every 
single client. It is my job to do my best to help my clients achieve their goals.”  

Have questions? Call! Because each client’s situation is unique let’s have a one-on-one 
discussion to see what options are available to you with no pressure or obligation to move 
forward.  

At Ontario-Wide Tracy works to find solutions for all realms of clients. 
“I AM AN EXPERT IN ALL MORTGAGE PRODUCTS INCLUDING BANK MORT-

GAGES, “B” MORTGAGES, CREDIT LINES, PRIVATE MORTGAGES AND REVERSE 
MORTGAGES. 

I work with clients that have great credit, good, tarnished or bad credit with no judgement. 
Employed, self employed, retired and clients on assistance. 

We have programs that accommodate many situations. Including bankruptcy, proposals, 
tax and mortgage arrears and pensioners with limited to no income.” 

Why is it ESPECIALLY important  to consolidate debt and mortgages maturing in 2026 
for some homeowners? 

Consolidating mortgages and loans during renewal in 2026 is important because it lets 
you combine high-interest debts (like credit cards) with your mortgage, often securing a 
lower interest rate, simplifying payments into one bill, improving monthly cash flow, and 
potentially paying off debt faster by lowering overall costs, and because you’re up for 
renewal you won’t have penalties to do so! 

Key Benefits 
2026 rates are lower than last year and over all still reasonable so a good time if you’re 

not planning to sell anytime soon to lock in a longer term at a reasonable rate if your 
looking for security and peace of mind. 

Alternatively variable mortgages are reasonably less and if you’re thinking shorter term 
or want to take advantage of lower rates to lock in later, now is also a good time as long as 
you keep a close eye on the movement of current rates. 

Lower Interest Rates: Mortgage rates are usually much lower than credit card or 
personal loan rates, saving you significant money over time. 

Simplified Finances: Instead of juggling multiple bills with different due dates, you'll 
have just one payment, making budgeting easier. 

Improved Cash Flow: Lower overall interest and potentially extended terms can sig-
nificantly reduce your total monthly payment, freeing up cash. 

A good time to prepare for income taxes owed. 
Pay off the debt owed from Covid “CERB” (Canada Emergency Response benefit) bal-

ances to avoid penalties. 
Faster Debt Payoff (Potentially): While you can extend the term, a lower rate can help 

you pay down principal more effectively, reducing total interest paid.  
Review Your Whole Financial Picture: Don't just accept your bank's offer; look at all 

debts, not just the mortgage. 
Consult a Professional: Consider talking to Tracy to see if consolidation is right for 

your specific situation. Tracy at Ontario-Wide Financial will go over your finances together 
with you to determine what the next step is in the right approach to help reduce financial 
strain and interest. 

 
Tracy Green 416-925-3974/705-259-3974/1-888-307-7799 
Mortgage Broker/Owner Level 2 FSRA Licence #12456 

www.ontario-widefinancial.com

2026 IS GOING TO BE A ROUGH YEAR FOR  
MORTGAGES BUT ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL  

CAN HELP LIGHTEN THE LOAD

Schomberg Community Hall

Friday
March 13
11am-2pm

king.ca/ResilientAG

Invasive Species 
Management 
Workshop for Farms 
& Rural Landowners

SCAN 
HERE 
to save 

your spot!

Modernizing your Dairy Barn: Financial Aspects and Farm Tour 
Presented by: Cynthia Miltenburg, Angie Wilson, Christoph Wand & Tom Wright of 
OMAFA, & Cam Mock, Farm Credit Canada. Farm tour included in afternoon. 
Date & Time: Monday, March 23rd, 10:30 am - 2:30 pm. 
Location: In-person at Grey Ag Services. 
Course fee: $40 - lunch included.
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The Ontario Certified Crop Advisor Association (CCA) 
and Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OS-
CIA) have partnered to deliver training and educational re-
sources to Ontario agrologists. With a focus on cover crops, 
nitrogen management, and rotational grazing, these sessions 
will support the objectives of the On-Farm Climate Action 
Fund. 

Urease and nitrification inhibitors can reduce nitrogen 
losses in agricultural systems and improve nitrogen use effi-
ciency. Nitrogen is essential for crop growth, yet a significant 
portion of applied fertilizer is often lost through ammonia 
volatilization, nitrification, denitrification, and leaching. 
These losses reduce crop uptake, increase production costs, 
and contribute to environmental impacts such as nitrous 
oxide emissions and water contamination. 

Dr. John Lauzon is an Associate Professor in the School 
of Environmental Sciences at the University of Guelph, spe-
cializing in soil fertility, nutrient management, and agroe-
cosystem sustainability. Dr. Lauzon presented the following 
graphs to help explain urease and nitrification inhibitors. 

 Goals of Managing Nitrogen Loses 
• Reducing nitrogen loss not only reduces the potential 

for environmental issues, but also increases the amount of 
nitrogen remaining in soil available for the crop. (Win-Win) 

• There are many possible solutions to reduce nitrogen 
loss. 

• Best solution may be different from one field to another. 
• Understanding losses will allow individuals to develop 

best solutions for a given field/grower. 
The chart shows the time and the percent of nitrogen effi-

ciency available to the crop using hog manure as a nitrogen 
source. 

 Making a change, like using nitrogen inhibitor, the grower 
needs to weigh the new cost to the value of fertilizer saved. 
If you can do more, with less product because of your change 
in nitrogen management, you and the environment win. 
Adding more fertilizer can quickly bring you to declining 
returns, once you have reached the ideal point on the chart. 
A dollar more fertilizer will not return a dollar in product. 

 
Wind, rain, saturation of water in soil and temperature 

are all considerations in nitrogen management. Surface place-
ment has the most rapid loss, while below surface, there are 
losses but at a slower rate. 

 
 It is important that the imbedded nitrogen injection site 

is covered. Opening allows ammonia to escape.  

How climate and time influence ammonium-N loss. (N is 
nitrogen) 

 
Monthly indicator based on April fertilizer application. 

 
 
 
 
Further information is available. 
Government of Canada 
T-4-127 – Regulation of nitrification and urease inhibitors 

under the Fertilizers Act and Regulations 
T-4- 127 – Regulation of nitrification and urease inhibitors 

under the Fertilizers Act and Regulations - 
inspection.canada.ca 

 
CCA contact: Erin Burton 
erin.tfio@bellnet.ca 
OSCIA Contact: Abbie Wiesner 
awiesner@ontariosoilcrop.org

Understanding Urease and Nitrification 
Inhibitors Synopsis by Andrej Baca

Imagine goats produc-
ing milk that can be spun 
into silk stronger than 
steel or Kevlar. This is the 
premise behind the “spi-
der goat” experiments, 
a pioneering but experi-
mental effort to harness 
the remarkable strength 
of spider silk.

 Researchers, originally 
led by Canada’s Nexia 
Biotechnologies and now 
by Dr. Randy Lewis at 
Utah State University, 
have genetically modified 
goats so that their milk 
contains dragline silk 
proteins from golden orb 
spiders. These proteins, 
known for their extraordi-
nary tensile strength and 
elasticity, could be used 
to make everything from 
bulletproof vests to artifi-
cial tendons.

Spider silk is incredibly 
tough, but harvesting it 
from spiders is impracti-
cal: spiders are tiny, terri-
torial, and produce small 
amounts of silk. One proj-
ect required one million 
spiders and four years to 
create a single small piece 
of textile. Goats offered a 
scalable solution, produc-
ing up to eight liters of 
milk daily that could be 
purified into silk proteins.

 Once extracted, the 
proteins can be processed 
into fibers, films, adhe-
sives, or even foams. 
Beyond industrial appli-
cations, the silk shows 
promise in medical uses, 
such as stabilizing vac-
cines without refrigera-
tion, coating intravenous 
catheters to reduce infec-
tion, and creating sutures 
for delicate surgeries.

Despite their charm, Dr. 
Lewis often introduces the 
public to goats with names 
like Freckles and Pud-
ding, spider goats remain 
research animals. They are 

not commercially raised, 
and the process remains 
costly and low-yield.
Alternative production
methods are overtaking 
goats, including transgenic 
plants, bacteria, and most 
notably, silkworms.

Transgenic silkworms,
genetically modi昀ed to 
produce spider silk pro-
teins, are emerging as a 
more practical path. Com-
panies like Kraig Biocraft 
Laboratories are develop-
ing 昀bres such as “Dragon 
Silk,” which are tough, 
f lexible, and suitable for 
textiles, industrial com-
posites, and medical appli-
cations. Using modern 
techniques like CRISPR 
(Clustered Regularly Inter-
spaced Short Palindromic 
Repeats is a revolutionary 
gene-editing technology), 
researchers can enhance 
the silk’s properties and 
even incorporate bio-im-
aging capabilities.

Unlike goats, silkworms 
are easy to farm in large
numbers, enabling higher 
production volumes and a 
clearer route toward com-
mercial use. Silkworms 
don’t need to be milked 
daily, either.

While spider-goat silk 
remains more of a scien-
ti昀c curiosity, transgenic 
silkworm silk is begin-
ning to transition from lab 
experiments into real-world 
applications. From surgi-
cal sutures to high-per-
formance fabrics and 
lightweight protective gear, 
spider silk-based bioma-
terials could rede昀ne both 
industry and medicine.

The dream of a fibre 
stronger than steel, yet 
light and f lexible, is no 
longer science fiction; it’s 
quietly spinning its way 
toward practical reality. 
Could we have silkworm 
farms in Ontario’s future?

Fun farm science:
Why goats aren’t commercially viable for making spider silk.
By Don Beaulieu

Scientists have successfully modi昀ed silkworms to create 
an innovative form of spider silk. Remarkably, this new ma-
terial is six times stronger than Kevlar. That’s the substance 
of bulletproof vests. This research could revolutionize mul-
tiple industries, from textiles and aerospace to biomedical 
engineering.
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SIMCOE COUNTY FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE

‘KEEP KIDS SAFE WORKSHOP’

Please register by April 1st
Email Nicole to save your spot 

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com
OR 

use the QR Code to sign up! 

Sessions may include:
Fire Safety

Tractor Safety
Lawn Mower Safety
Hearing Protection
Electrical Safety 

AT
HURON TRACTOR LTD.

7040 County Road 9, 
Cashtown Corners, Stayner On

SATURDAY APRIL 11TH 2026 
REGISTRATION AT 9:30AM 

SESSIONS BEGIN AT 10:00AM 
LUNCH AT 11:30AM 

PICK-UP AT 12:00PM

Open to children 4-12 years old
 (Lunch is included) 

Maximum # of participants is 100

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION 
CONTROL.  Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment  

installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.   
 REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF 

BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS 
Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!  

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY 
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211 

DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300 
OFFICE 705-322-9292 

email dlgfarmdrain@hotmail.com 
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,  
GRAIN HAULING 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM   705-331-5371 

Elmvale, Ontario 

 FARM VIEW  
can help you achieve increased sales and product/brand 

awareness with a regular advertising program that is 
delivered monthly to your target audience, farmers. 

   Call Roslyn at     705-722-0138 or            email farmview@on.aibn.com 

Spring will soon be here and in our area, 
it is a season of renewal. It also brings more 
risks from flooding, power outages, and wild-
land fires. Our continuing changing weather 
patterns, heavier rainfall, and fluctuating tem-
peratures mean that emergency preparedness 
is no longer optional—it is essential. We 
need to take time now to prepare our house-
hold to reduce risk, protect property, and, 
most importantly, save lives. 

Flooding is one of the most common nat-
ural hazards in Ontario, particularly during 
spring snowmelt and heavy rain events. 
Rivers and streams can rise quickly, and ur-
ban areas may experience basement flooding 
due to overwhelmed drainage systems. 
Homeowners should ensure eavestroughs 
and storm drains are clear, extend down-
spouts away from foundations, and consider 
installing a sump pump with a battery 
backup. Keeping valuables and important 
documents above ground level and knowing 
whether your property is located in a flood-
prone area is essential. Everyone should also 
stay informed through local news media 
along with social media and heed evacuation 
notices when issued—waiting too long can 
be dangerous. 

Power outages are another frequent chal-
lenge during spring storms as we saw last 
March. These are often caused by high 
winds, ice accumulation, or saturated ground 
that weakens tree roots. An extended outage 
can disrupt heating, refrigeration, medical 
devices, and communication. Every house-
hold should have an emergency kit capable 
of sustaining occupants and their pets for at 
least 72 hours. This kit should include flash-
lights, extra batteries, charging packs for cell-
phones along with a battery-powered or 
crank radio, bottled water, non-perishable 
food, medications, and a first-aid kit. If you 

rely on electricity for medical needs, have a 
backup plan and register with your utility 
provider where applicable. Never use bar-
becues or generators indoors, as carbon 
monoxide poisoning is a serious risk during 
outages. 

Wildland fires may seem like a summer 
concern, but during the spring season they 
can be a particularly dangerous period. Dry 
vegetation left over from winter, combined 
with warm temperatures and wind, creates 
ideal conditions for fast-spreading fires, par-
ticularly in rural and forested communities. 
Always follow municipal fire restrictions, 
avoid outdoor burning during high-risk pe-
riods, and properly extinguish cigarettes and 
campfires. If you burn, get a permit from 
your local fire department and follow the 
rules. Creating a defensible space around 
homes by clearing dead brush, keeping grass 
short, and storing firewood away from struc-
tures can significantly reduce fire risk. 

Preparedness also means having a family 
emergency plan. Discuss evacuation routes, 
meeting places, and how to communicate if 
family members are separated. Ensure chil-
dren understand what to do, and don’t forget 
to include pets in your planning. Staying in-
formed through trusted sources such as 
Emergency Management Ontario, your local 
municipality, and weather alerts which can 
provide critical lead time before emergencies 
escalate. 

Emergencies often happen with little 
warning, but their impacts can be minimized 
through preparation. By taking proactive 
steps this spring—before floodwaters rise, 
power goes out, or fires ignite, we can all 
face the season with greater confidence and 
resilience. Preparedness for today is peace 
of mind tomorrow. 

The Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a part-
nership of 15 Canadian churches and church-
based agencies working together to end 
global hunger by: supporting international 
programs to meet immediate food needs, re-
ducing malnutrition, and achieving sustain-
able food security; influencing improvements 
in national and international policies that 
contribute to ending global hunger; and in-
creasing and deepening the engagement of 
Canadians in efforts to end global hunger. 

The Loaves and Fishes Growing Project 
have just completed its 28th year raising 
funds for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
(CFGB) to end world hunger. The CFGB 
collaborates with over thirty denominations 
providing emergency food assistance and 
long-term responses to countries all over the 
world. Projects ranged from promoting con-
servation agriculture and creating self-help 
groups to providing unconditional food as-
sistance.  

In South Simcoe County, crops were 
raised in different fields growing a total of 
85 acres of winter wheat, soybeans, oats and 
corn for the growing project. Farmers and 
agri-businesses donated their labour, equip-
ment, crop inputs, and time to grow and har-
vest the crops. Churches and individuals do-
nated cash. Our supporting churches come 
from South Simcoe and beyond, churches 
from cities like Toronto, Richmond Hill, 

Newmarket, Bradford, Tottenham, Alliston 
and Cookstown, Innisfil, Barrie and others.   
This past year, the project had extreme 
drought, lower crop yields and generally 
lower commodity prices. Despite this 
$101,000 was donated to the CFGB!  After 
growing crops with the donations through 
the growing project, the Canadian govern-
ment matches by 4:1. Just like the 5 loaves 
and 2 fishes fed crowds, our efforts are mul-
tiplied as well to feed our neighbours in need 
all around the world.  After 28 years, Loaves 
and Fishes have amounted to a total of 
$3,504,947 in donations to the CFGB (with-
out any matching funds).   

The work continues to end global hunger.  
The challenges are great, but we do not do 
this alone. God has blessed this work, and it 
is making a difference.   

Thank you to everyone who contributed. 
Plans are underway for our 29th year in 2026. 
Our project is always looking for more indi-
viduals to contribute to this worthy cause, in 
any way possible. Thinking Globally and 
acting locally. 

 
Kevin Eisses   
Project Co-Ordinator 
https://www.facebook.com/Loavesand-

FishesSimcoe 
CFGB website: www.foodgrainsbank.ca 
705-623-0432

Loaves and Fishes Growing 
Project Summary 2025 
Working together to end Global Hunger for 28 years

Spring Safety Starts Now
By Dennis Gannon
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By Janis Hamilton

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking, 
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com 
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

519-942-6012

  I write this column well before the 
first of March so did it come in like a 
lamb and will it go out like a lion? I 
hope the sheep haven’t been sheared 
they’ll freeze with the wind chill. 

Time to wrap yourself in a cozy new 
quilt. 

If you have a pattern or a stash of 
fabric you are halfway there.  Now you 
need a day to escape in your sewing 
area and have some fun! Most quilt 
shops are now offering classes from be-
ginners to very intermediate so check 
with your local or favourite shop. Some 
classes are even online and with the 
weather howling outside these are safe 
options. No, you won’t finish a quilt 
online but you will be given all instruc-
tions, tips and tricks and the instructor 
will be more than qualified to walk you 
through the process of completing the 
quilt or project you want to try. 

This is a site I’ve used before and 
believe I’ve mentioned it in a former 
column.  If you are online, you just 
right click on the link and the informa-
tion appears. https://www.thespruce-
crafts.com  There are 98 different pat-

terns to choose from so if you can’t find 
one there maybe visit your local library 
as they will have lots of books to choose 
from as well. Churn dash, cathedral 
windows, snail trail, rag quilts, denim 
quilts, and even Sunbonnet Sue and 
Overalls Sam, a friendship quilt, pin-
wheels, and eight hands around the quilt 
just to name a few. Here is another good 
site with coloured instructions.  
https://www.quiltedtwins.com/free-pat-
terns.htm  I hope I’ve given you some 
ideas to look at so you can get started.   

Another great site will give you free 
patterns as well but not just quilts, mug 
rugs, casserole carriers, table runners, 
seasonal ideas and just so much more.  
It is a safe site as well and I’m sure you 
will find something to help spend the 
winter months inside rather than shov-
elling.  https://www.nationalquilterscir-
cle.com/free-quilting-patterns/ 

 Now if making an actual quilt isn’t 
your thing right now maybe consider 
reorganizing your sewing room.  A con-
tainer for bindings, sort fabric into 
colour groups, or sort into themed fab-
rics, flannels go in a separate box so 

when you want to make a small baby 
quilt everything is there for your cre-
ative juices to fly. I have my threads 
sorted-yes, I know I have way too many 
but always handy when you find one 
piece of fabric that needs a variegated 
purple.  I sort them into boxes with one 
with just white, black, greys. Another 
for variegated all colours, plain colours 
go in one very tightly packed container 
with the lightest pink to the darkest…
well you get the idea. I keep invisible 
threads and the bobbin together. One 
tip I’ll mention is with variegated 
threads the threads in the bobbin do not 
look like the spool of thread so I use a 
simple and inexpensive bobbin pin.  
They are at all the local quilt shops.  
Some stores even sell them individu-
ally. 

If you don’t know if you have a guild 
in your area check this site out.  It lists 
by cities in Ontario.  
https://quiltguilds.com/ontario-quilt-
guilds/     Have fun and hopefully next 
month you will have finished a project 
you are proud to share with your family 
and friends.

True North Mechanical 
 Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 

Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,  
one satisfied customer at a time.

Cozy Up: Quilting Ideas for Blustery Days

Mobile/Field Service Available 
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Grain bin rescue equipment comes to Simcoe County
Report and photographs by Don Beaulieu

Grain farmers in Simcoe County have a new life-saving 
device available to 昀rst responders. In the spring of 2025, 
Farm View reported on 昀rst responders receiving training on 
grain-bin entrapment and conducting a safe rescue, courtesy 
of the Be Grain Safe initiative and direct experience using 
the GSI brand (Grain Systems International) of RES-Q Tube.

At that time, we were delighted that Be Grain Safe 
planned to donate a device to the Simcoe County Federation 

of Agriculture.
Late this past January, delivery was made to Tay Fire Sta-

tion 2 of a Quick-Contain Dam. Local 昀rst responders, rep-
resentatives of Pioneer seeds and Dave Ritchie, president of 
the SCFA were on hand for the unboxing.

The unit itself is a purpose-built-and-designed cofferdam 
which is easy for rescuers to assemble; it’s practically fool 
proof in design and simple labelling. Included with four 

curved sides which join together, an auger is included which
can be powered by the responding crew’s powered drill. In 
an actual situation, that auger we see would be inside the 
dam. Mats are also supplied so the responders can stand on 
top of the grain without becoming entrapped themselves.

At the time of delivery, the plan was to house the unit
in Barrie, as that is where specialized rescue efforts are
deployed.

This image is from a training event 
in April 2025. This shows a partially 
installed cofferdam being put around 
this volunteer victim.

Here we see the new piece of rescue equipment, the Quick-Contain Dam, 昀anked from left to right by: President of 
SCFA Dave Ritchie, local Pioneer representative Matt Ververs, sales agronomist with Pioneer Rebecca-Jo Cellini, 
Tay Deputy Fire Chief Mike Moore, Tay Township Fire Chief Shawn Aymer, Barrie Fire Chief Barry White, Severn 
Township Fire Chief Rick Sowell,  Chief Training Of昀cer for Tay Township Fire Department Cameron Wright.

 

Presented by York Region Federation of Agriculture

Saturday, March 28, 2026 

Reception: 6:00 PM / Dinner: 7:00 PM 
Celebration of agriculture & Live Classic Country Band to follow. 

Celebration of 
Agriculture

85th Anniversary of the  
York Region Federation of Agriculture

Join us for a special evening celebrating York Region’s rich  
agricultural roots, vibrant farm community, and the people 

who support agriculture—past, present, and future.

 Enjoy a night of great food, community connection,  
reflections on agriculture in York Region, and live  

classic country music to close the celebration.

Tickets: $30 per person 
Get tickets from your local YRFA Director; request a ticket on 

Eventbrite link: 
https://YRFAAgricultureCelebration.eventbrite.ca  

or call 905-888-1235

Come celebrate our agriculture community and our roots. 
Farmers, agribusiness partners, community leaders, 

and supporters of  agriculture are all welcome!

Mount Albert Lions Community Centre

A full Emergency First Aid & CPR/AED Level C program, 
including all content required for certification.

Course Instructors

Friday, March 13th 
9:00 AM- 5:00 PM 
 
Mount Albert Lions 
Community Centre 
5057 Mount Albert Rd. 
 Farmers, Farm Employees,  
Farm Family Members 
 
Cost: $50/person; lunch included. 
Register using this Eventbrite link:  
https://YRFAEmergencyFirstAidCPR-AED. 
eventbrite.ca

 EMERGENCY FIRST AID 
& CPR/AED TRAINING
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Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!  
ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,  

based on 12 months OR prepay $700  
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

AGBUSINESSdirectory
PHONE: 705-722-0138      EMAIL: farmview@on.aibn.com

DALSTON STORE 
This winter, save yourself a trip into town!

HARDWARE • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED 
• Masterfeeds  
• Sunflower & mixed bird seed 
• Electric fencing supplies  
• Gates • Bale Feeders

1696 Penetanguishene Rd. 
RR 1 Barrie, Ontario      Phone 705-728-8617 
       L4M 4Y8                    Fax 705-728-8617

  FARM SUPPLIES

  MOBILE PAINTING

Agricultural & Industrial 
Spray Painting

Spray painting done 
at your farm or business

John Rundle 
(705) 321-2592 
RundlesPainting.com

Rundle’s Painting

  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK 
2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON  L0L 1P0 
705-795-4592 
brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com                                    ESA 7010173

  CUSTOM FARMING

 6056 10TH LINE, THORNTON 
ROB HENRY • 705-790-7714

ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@HOTMAIL.COM

 ROB HENRY’S 
CUSTOM FARMING INC. 

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

  AGRICULTURAL STORIES WANTED

  HVAC SERVICES

our next issue...
Do you have a  
story idea for us? 
See contact information  
on bottom of page 4.

We’re working on 

  SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

  HANDYMAN SERVICES

AARON ROBICHAUD 
289-500-9079 
RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including 
new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs. 
Tiling, floors and doors. 
 
Serving York Region and Bradford

  PAVING SERVICES
    Primo Service,  
  Primo Quality,  
Primo People!

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247 
C: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
F: 905-856-9498 
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Asphalt · Interlocking · Concrete  
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

True North Mechanical 
   Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 
Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs, 
one satisfied customer at a time.

  AGRICULTURAL SERVICES
Christian Farmers Federation  
of Ontario,  
Central Ontario District:  
info@christianfarmers.org 
1-855-800-0306 
christianfarmers.org 
 
Grey Ag Services: 
519-986-3756 
info@greyagservices.ca 

OFA Members Service Representative:  
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276  
email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca 
Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444  
email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca 
 
OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and 
York:  
Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126  
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca 

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County: 
Mark Reusser:  email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca 
 
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture 
705-726-9300 ext 1224 
simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 
 
York Region Federation of Agriculture 
york@ofa.on.ca 
 

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture 
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com 
 
Peel County Federation of Agriculture 
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com 
 
Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement 
Association 
1-800-265-9751 
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org

Have you ever heard of Perry’s Corners in Innisfil? You’ll 
be excused if you haven’t. The community hasn’t gone by 
that name in two centuries. Today, the one-time crossroads 
hamlet of Perry’s Corners has evolved into Cookstown.  

And the man for whom Perry’s Corners was named? He 
too has faded into history.  

John Perry was born in Ireland in 1782. As a younger son 
of a farmer, he 
would not inherit 
land. His future, if 
he was to have 
one, lay some-
where other than 
Ireland.  

On March 14, 
1804, he married 
Elizabeth Whit-
ford. For more than 
a decade John was 
able to make ends 
meet in Ireland, but 
as the family grew 
with the addition 
of a new baby al-
most like clock-

work each year (the couple would eventually have fifteen 
children) it became increasingly difficult.  

In 1820, John and Elizabeth packed up their children and 
belongings and made for Canada.  

The couple settled in Innisfil on a lot on the south-east 
corner of the modern-day Highway 27 and Highway 89 in-
tersection. John farmed and apparently did so successfully, 

but more impor-
tantly for his 
legacy in 1825 
he opened a 
roadside tavern. 
At that time, the 
n o r t h - s o u t h 
road was a busy 
s t a g e c o a c h 
route linking 
York (Toronto) 
with Barrie, so 
the tavern – 
which was 
likely was just 
his original log 
h o m e s t e a d 
cabin, modestly 

furnished and with 
few comforts - was 
busy with road weary 
travelers.  

Perry’s tavern be-
came a local land-
mark and thus the in-
tersection became 
known as Perry’s Corners. Soon, as more settlers arrived, a 
distinct hamlet took shape with the tavern as its nucleus. A 
blacksmith shod horses and tended to bent wheel rims, and 
farms stretched out along the length of both roads.  

Perry’s Corners was off to a good start. But it wouldn’t 
remain Perry’s Corners for long. 

Around 1837, John moved his family to Barrie. After the 
family left it didn’t take long for people to begin referring to 
Perry’s Corners as Dixon’s Corners after another tavern-
keeper who set up shop in the roadside village. But one 
hopes that Dixon didn’t crow too much because in the blink 
of an eye Dixon’s Corners became Cooke’s Town, after early 
settler Thomas Cooke, and then eventually Cookstown.   

John and Elizabeth Perry both died in 1846. They haven’t 
completely been forgotten even if they no longer have a vil-
lage named in their honor. Barrie’s Perry Street is named 
after them.  

John Perry and Perry’s Corners

Village 
stories 

 by Andrew Hind
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FREE ADS

Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit 
individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must 
reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone 
orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 
only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use 
the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 
advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com  
Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W7

AUCTIONS

Kevin Scott 

McArthur - Bessey 
Auctions

 

SPRING & SUMMER AUCTIONS

Book your 2026 
Spring/Summer sale NOW!

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business 
Auctions with experience  

& consideration 
Please contact us at 

Kevin (519)942-0264 • Scott (519)843-5083 
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

WANTED, church organist 
St Georges Anglican Church 
in Utopia is currently seeking 
a person proficient in piano 
and organ to lead our choir 
during Sunday morning 
service 9 am. We are a small 
congregation and the 
remuneration would be in the 
form of a monthly 
honorarium. To discuss this 
opportunity further, please 
call Sandi Schneider at 705-
424-5735. 

Wanted 
International 

Super W4 farm 
tractor.  

22 x 32 or 22 x 38 
Dion Threshing 

Machine. 
Please phone in 

evenings  
905-983-9331.

 705-328-1478  
3484 Hwy. 35 Lindsay, Ontario  

 Kevin Barker & Greg Snoddon Auctions 

Timed online consignment auctions featuring farm and construction 
equipment, tractors, vehicles, trailers, tools and much more.

The next online sale is the  
March Consignment Sale,  

March 16th - March 23rd, 2026 
Visit our website for more information 

www.kevinbarkerauctions.com

KAWARTHA BATTERY
AUTO · MARINE · FARM · COMMERCIAL  

 GAS · DIESEL · GENERATORS

671 Erskine Ave #201, Peterborough, ON  1-800-954-9998
TRACTOR CHAINS ALL TYPES

 905-904-1570 
ednoble2@gmail.com 
Service areas include 

Barrie, Durham and the GTA 

 Eli Noble 
Masonry Specialist

FARM & AUTO BATTERIES

MASONRY SERVICES

Common No.1 DC Red 
Clover for sale 
55lb bags call for pricing. 
Seed report available. 
Please call 289-264-3938.  

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing    
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled, 
professional and reliable installation and service 

for more than 35 years. 

Our services include 
     • Oil tank installation and removal. 
     • Furnace installation and service. 
     • A/C installation and service. 
    • Hot water heater installation and service. 
     • Propane tank installation.  
        (aboveground and underground) 
     • Bulk fuel tank and pump installation. 

 705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571 
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7 
www.collingwoodfuels.com    info@collingwoodfuels.com 

https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/ 

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil, 
Diesel and Gasoline

A local, full service Ag retailer providing 
agronomic solutions to increase productivity 

and profitability on your farm.

ORANGEVILLE 1.800.668.3047 
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138 
STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

www.ho lmesag r o.com

Working to Grow With You!
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Snow - meet your match.
Kubota’s range of attachments will make the choice for snow removal an easy one. Choose from blades and blowers that go on 

easily – so you can spend less time out in the cold and more time in the heated, comfort-driven cabs. Additional attachments 

like spreaders, allow for anti-slip sand and salt treatments, so you can keep your property clear long after you’ve done your job.

Follow Us
STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

519-833-9616

Stayner
Cookstown 705-458-0871

705-428-3132

Erin

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,

Corner of 124 & 24 ON, 

N0B1T0       519-833-9616

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,

Corner of 27 & line 13 ON, 

L0L1L0        705-458-0871

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner,  Corner of 26 & center line rd

ON, L0M 1S0        705-428-3132

Sales - Parts - Service  - Rentals

5151.4 hours ua, cab with 
heat, 4wd, with loader, 
12x16.5 front tires, 17.5x24 
rear tires, bucket and pal-
let forks, horst lasb400010 
blade, and bauman 2260h 
sander, In Erin. $36,900 

Case 570MXT
hours showing: 1124, original 
one owner! 4wd, loader, cab 
with heat and air, side mirrors 
, 20.5r25 tires, Unit is located 
at Stewarts Equipment in 
Erin.

$78,500 

Daewoo MG200-III
hours showing : 780.8 , diesel 
, open station tractor with 
rops , 540 rpm, Unit is located 
at Stewarts Equipment in 
Erin.

$11,900 

Kubota B2150HSD

hours showing : 184.4 , 4wd , 
diesel , foldable rops ,kubota 
la364 loader and bucket , hy-
drostatic , 540rpm ,23x8.50-
12 front tires , 33x12.50-15 
rear tires, Unit is located in 
Erin.

Kubota B2620HSD
hours showing:458.5, 4WD, 
cab/heat/air, 14.9r28 fronts, 
front fenders, 18.4r38 rears, 
2 remotes, 16x16 auto shift, 
fender mounted switches, 
540 rpm, metal plessis
snow blade $126,900 

Case Maxxum 125

hours showing :134.5, diesel, 
hydrostatic trans, rops 
with canopy, 23x8.50-14 
fronts,12.4x16 rears, bt820v 
backhoe with hydraulic 
thumb, tl500 loader with 60” 
bucket, in Erin. $48,900

Kubota B26
hours showing:564, diesel, 
4wd, rops with canopy, one  
remote, 3rd funtion hydraulic 
loader, ss q/a , 72” bucket, 
bh92 backhoe 18” pin on 
bucket, 540 pto, industrial 
tires, In Stayner. $57,800 

Kubota MX5400HSTRC

$5,800

hours showing: 891.3, gas, 
540 rpm, open station with 
no rops, loader and bucket 
, 6:00 x 16 front tires, 13.6 x 
28, Unit is located at Stewarts  
Equipment in Erin.

Massey Ferguson 235

hours showing : 150 , 4wd , cab 
with heat and air , kubotA LA535 
loader , skid steer quick attach , 
bucket , hydrostatic transmission 
, front and rear wipers , 23x8.50-
12 front 14x17.5 rear , 3 pth , 540 
rpm, In Erin. $41,000 

Kubota LX2610
8761.7 hours ua , 2006 , cab 
with heat and air , 17.5r25 
tires , auxilliary hydraulics , 
bucket with cat it24 quick 
attach, Unit is located at 
Stewart’s Equipment in Erin.

$63,900 

Caterpillar IT14G
Hours showing: 1847.60, 
4wd, open station w/foldable 
rops, 540 rpm, one remote, 
glide shift, 8-16 fronts, 14.9-
24 rears, grill guard, kubota 
la682 loader with bucket, 
Unit is in Erin. $14,900 

Kubota L4310

$19,600 

Used Equipment

Kubota RTV-X900

$12,900 

hours showing : 1377.0 , 4wd 
, diesel , rops with canopy , 
1/2 front windscreen , front 
bumper , spray in bed liner, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Erin.



From all of us at Farm View
Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

email: farmview@on.aibn.com      web: www.farmviewonline.com

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin 
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka. 
 As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,  

Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties. 

Community 
 Events

Farm View 
is proud to  

support
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