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Inside this issue: Forage Focus Webinar coverage; drought and
drones - Fun Farm Science - Transitional Organic explained; plus
contributions from all your favourites—Fire Safety, After the
Chores, Farmer Tim, Soul Sisters, and Village Stories.
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BAGcalendar

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, up
to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per month.
Please note the format of the listings below and submit your item by
mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is the 14th
of the month for the following month’s issue.

January 7th - 12th: 2025 Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week
Conference and Trade Show

Registration is open for the Grey Bruce Farmers” Week
Conference and Trade Show. The conference will be held
January 7th to the 12th. Many fascinating speakers and pre-
sentations! Topics covered are beef, dairy, goat, sheep, horse,
and crops day! Full details can be found on page 12.

January 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the February issue
of Farm View is Wednesday, January 14th.

January 27th - 28th: Guelph Organic Conference

Celebrating 45 Years of Growing Together 2026 Guelph
Organic Conference!

Whether you’re a farmer, producer, advocate, or just pas-
sionate about organic food, this event is your chance to be
part of Canada’s leading organic movement. Visit
https://guelphorganicconf.ca

February 10th to April 9th: Winter Webinars & Courses

Grey Ag Services schedule of winter webinars and courses
can be found on their website www.grayagservices.ca or
by calling 519-986-3756. More information on page 19.

Join the South Simcoe 4-H Association for its annual Rally
Night and discover what’s in store for 2026. The event will
take place on February 8, 2026, at the Angus Recreation
Centre (8529 County Rd. 10, Angus, ON, LOM 1B2).
Attendees are invited to the gym from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. to
explore the clubs planned for the 2026 season. Skating
will begin at 6 p.m.

Essa Historical Society
Receives Generous Donation

Last month Earl Elliott [left], on behalf of Ivy Orange
Lodge [No.450], presented the Essa Historical Society
with a generous donation to assist with the work of the
society in promoting the history of Essa Township.
Accepting the cheque for the society is President John
Beischer. Essa Historical Society is a group of dedi-
cated volunteers whose main objective is to recognize,
maintain and preserve the history of the ‘garden’ town-
ship of Simcoe County. Former and present members
of the EHS have produced many books and calendars,
as well as coordinating plaque installations at historical
locations throughout the township. The EHS meet once
monthly and welcome new member volunteers who
share an interest in preserving the important history of
Essa township. For any inquiries John can be reached
at 705-726-5308.
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Celebrating Innovation in Ontario
Agriculture: Don Hill Legacy Award
Accepting Applications

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OS-
CIA) is now accepting applications for the Don Hill Legacy
Award, presented annually to an Ontario farmer or agricul-
tural business that demonstrates outstanding innovation and
ingenuity in addressing environmental challenges.

Generously supported by Ruth Hill & Family, the award
honours those that have successfully applied creative solu-
tions to reduce environmental risks related to soil, water, air,
or biodiversity on farms. The recipient receives a $1,000
cash prize and the opportunity to share their innovation with
peers.

Award Details

* Eligibility: Open to Ontario farm businesses with a ver-
ified Environmental Farm Plan (within the last five years).

* Evaluation: Submissions are evaluated for originality,
adaptability, environmental effectiveness, cost-efficiency and
safety.

» Submission & Recognition: Winners are announced at
OSCIA’s Annual General Meeting on Feb. 3, 2026, profiled
in its Innovator magazine and on its website, and may be
featured in agricultural media.

For more information or to submit an entry, visit ontar-
iosoilcrop.org/oscia-don-hill-legacy-award.

P

Pictured above is Don Hill, a former soils and crops
specialist and past OSCIA President. Don was a tire-
less advocate for the Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
in Ontario. His dedication to promoting sustainable
farming practices and helping farmers discover practi-
cal, creative solutions to environmental challenges con-
tinues to inspire the agricultural community. The Don
Hill Legacy Award carries forward his passion for envi-
ronmental stewardship and innovation.
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Forage Focus Presents:
From Drought Challenges to Drone Solutions for Forage Management

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Forage and Feed Risks in
a Dry Year

Drought conditions and minimal rainfall
made the 2025 summer a challenging season
for farmers across Ontario. “Some people
are still drawing (moving) water in for live-
stock,” reported Christine O’Reilly, Forage
and Grazing Specialist with the Ontario Min-
istry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness.
O’Reilly is based out of Lindsay.

“We are not through the (drought) summer
yet,” she said explaining that the corn crops
harvested under such extreme conditions
needs to be carefully monitored.

“The risk of silo gas and nitrates is a seri-
ous health risk,” O’Reilly said explaining
that normally plants turn nitrates into protein
in the plant. In a season like last summer,
the “plant can’t turn all the nitrates into pro-
tein and the high nitrates stay in the plant.”
Nitrates can quickly cause lung damage to
humans.

“The nitrate test is not typically included
in standard forage testing, it is worthwhile
to have this test added in,” O’Reilly strongly
advised. She added, “Work with a nutrition-
ist to balance rations, dilute nitrates and
“stretch” (feed inventory) supplies if
needed.”

Dry silage can catch fire. “If possible, feed
corn silage during January or February, when
the cold weather lowers the risk,” she ex-
plained.

With little rain, the crop yields this year
are down. This means that it is critical that
feed put away for winter has as little damage
as possible as it could be hard to replace.

“Hay should be stored under cover, or in
a barn or shed or under a secure tarp. Bales
should rest on a well drained base,” she ad-
vised adding, “store bales off the ground”.
She suggested using wood pallets as an op-
tion to prevent bales from drawing up mois-
ture from the ground. She added that “regular
checks are important” of bailage or bagged
hay stored outside. “Tape up holes, it is re-

ally, really important to keep air out,” she
stressed. Storing the outside bales in an area
that does not have long grass is important.
“Tall grass is a covering for rodents, rodents
create holes in bagged hay,” she explained.

This is not a good year to try bale grazing,
according to O’Reilly. “Bale grazing causes
a lot of waste. Use a feeder to reduce waste,”
she said adding “promptly remove spoiled
feed from feeders.” She clarified that if
spoiled feed mixes in with the “good stuff”
it will be considered all bad and animals will
just leave it creating waste.

It’s important to recognize that a summer
like 2025 could happen again. Being pre-
pared for a drought is training livestock for
electric fencing. O’Reilly explained that
drought conditions can cause the fencers to
fail, “When an animal touches it (the electric
fence) because they are touching the ground,
the (electric) current goes through the animal
into the soil and the soil moisture carries it
back to the ground rod which is wired to the
energizer. The problem in dry years is that
there is not enough moisture in the soil, it
can fail. If livestock really respect electric
fence, they will never touch it,” she said.

Crop insurance in the future should be
considered. O’Reilly clarified there are two
types of programs to tap into for insurance,
one option is for rainfall amount insurance
for existing stands and there is a new one
for new seedings including cover crops.
Both warrant a conversation with Agri-Corp
to determine which is best for individual op-
erations when another drought happens.

Drones in the Spotlight at
Forage Focus 2025

Forage Focus 2025 included an evening
webinar one of the newest advancements for
forage care, the Drone.

Agricultural drones cost about $50,000
for a brand new unit that can be used for
planting and spraying applications across the
entire farm. The cost seems high at first

. Agrlcultural * Equestrian - Commercial ¢ Industrial
‘ Free Estimates murrayscott65@outlook com

705-721-8472

glance, but the advantages for operating a
drone on the farm is significant, explained
Adrian Rivard, President of Drone Spray
Canada.

“Don’t just take our shiny (advertising)
brochure at face value, trust the dairy
farmer,” said Rivard, explaining that his busi-
ness partner, Mike Verhoog is also a dairy
farmer. Between the two, they have operated
a drone over 50,000 acres of forages and
crops- and counting.

Drone ownership is not mandatory as hir-
ing custom drone work can be done, in cer-
tain areas. Verhoog does custom work with
his drone. “T have a $600 minimum charge,”
he explained adding that it takes as much
time to “do 10 acres as 50 acres.” He says
that covering 250 acres in one day is not that
unusual now and “we should be up to 500-
600 acres soon in a day in the future.”

Drones being used on fields are rapidly
gaining popularity because drones have dis-
tinct advantages. No soil compaction “unlike
tractors or atvs, drones don’t damage crop
or forage stands,” Rivard explained adding
that “there is no crop loss with drones, aerial
spraying avoids trampling.” A few inches of
rain might stop a tractor going into a field
but the drone won’t touch the field meaning
“increased yields from healthier forages from
timeline interventions and accurate manage-
ment.”

Verhoog began using a drone five years
ago- and admits, “I sort of fell in love with
it.” He says with land prices where he farms
being extremely high, “every corner needs
to pay.” With a drone, accessing every corner
is possible, he says adding there are so many
different possibilities with drones, “I planted
(with my drone) rye into standing corn. The
corn is now off (harvested) and the (rye)
crop looks great,” he reported. He adds that
in his alfalfa stands, he can, with his drone,
seed any patches that didn’t grow well as
drones have the ability to work in small spe-
cific parts of a field.

Frost seeding is another common use for
drones. “Drones are extremely accurate, there
are scales on them,” Rivard explained adding
that there are lower costs because of the ex-
treme accuracy eliminating waste of time or
products.

Drone operators must be licensed- and in-
cluded in this education to be licensed is
learning how to safely share air space.

Both Rivard and Verhoog work at Drone
Spray Canada (DSC). DSC began in 2020
and it began as applicators. It worked with
field applications, research and imaging. Just
four years later, in 2024, DSC became an
authorized dealer “supporting growing adap-
tion by growers and applicators.” In 2025,
the Blenheim location was opened with a
new show room.

“We work to empower and educate more
people on how to use drones effectively,”
Rivard explains.

DSC is a full wrap around operation for
drones offering sales, parts and support for
the drone operator. There are also contacts
here to find custom drone operators. DSC
can be reached at: Fly@DroneSpray.ca

Forage Focus is a three night webinar se-
ries that runs in early December each year,
with the purpose of bringing fresh ideas and
new research results to Ontario forage pro-
ducers across the ruminant, livestock, and
commercial hay sectors.

These webinars usually provide CEU
credits for Certified Crop Advisors and KSE
credits for farmers with On-Farm Climate
Action Fund applications in the Rotational
Grazing category.

Recordings from the 2025 Forage Focus
Webinar Series are now available on our
YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@ontariofor-
agecouncil
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FARM FEED DOUB
SERVICE
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Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road
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www.doublejbfeeds.ca
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Curbside pick up still offered
Call today to place your poultry order

» Organic Feed Available
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& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.
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EDITORIAL

Farm View Celebrating 49 Years and Looking Forward

As we ring in the year of
2026, I find myself not only
celebrating personal achieve-
ments as a new year begins,
but truly celebrating this
newspaper.

The Farm View is proudly
independent—owned and
operated for 49 years. The
first 43 belonged to my fa-
ther, John Beischer, and since
April of 2020, the responsi-
bility (and privilege) has
been mine. In an era of
shrinking newsrooms and
disappearing local papers,
that longevity is something
worth pausing to appreciate.

The Farm View is fully
funded by advertising dollars, with no government assistance.
Quite simply, it exists because local businesses believe in it.
If you’ve been thinking about advertising, give me a call—
this is where I’d add a smiling, cheesy-face emoji if this
were a text or email. More importantly, I offer my sincere
thanks to the advertisers who keep this newspaper in pro-
duction, issue after issue.

I am equally grateful to our writers and columnists. Their
insight, experience, and storytelling make for an engaging
read and keep Farm View fans looking forward to what’s
next.

Roslyn Watkins
Publisher/Editor
Farm View Newspaper
farmview@on.aibn.com

As we begin a new year, you’ll notice a few layout up-
dates. Contact information for agricultural services has
moved from the masthead to the Ag Business Directory,
along with a few additional organizations and OFA infor-
mation. The “Where to Find It” list to the right on this page
has also been refreshed to better serve readers.

I do my best to have The Farm View delivered to busi-
nesses between the 25th and 29th of each month, but winter
weather—and the mail—can sometimes cause delays. If
you’re on Facebook, I post updates there on delivery sched-
ules and when each issue becomes available online.

In this edition, webinar coverage begins with the Forage
Focus series, held each December. The next two months
will bring strong coverage of Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week
(it’s not too late to attend!) and the SouthWest Agricultural
Conference. Farm View is pleased to sponsor these events
and to share the latest information on products, research,
and solutions available to today’s farmers.

I am also really enjoying Don Beaulieu’s new column,
Fun Farm Science, alongside our long-standing feature
columnists. Their work continues to add depth, curiosity,
and perspective to our pages.

As you step into the new year, [ hope you have something
to challenge yourself with—or perhaps something that simply
feels like a well-earned treat. In this issue, The Soul Sisters
remind us to slow down, to extend grace to ourselves and
others, and to reflect with appreciation on the year behind
us and the one ahead.

Wishing you all a very happy, healthy, and hopeful New
Year!

Taking Five After
Deadline

A little while ago I posted
this photo on the Farm View
Facebook, of my number
one, Rocky, enjoying a well-
deserved rest after a long day
of newspaper production.
I’m fortunate to have com-
pany while working on each
edition of the Farm View,
and Rocky is always close
by through long hours, tight
deadlines, and last-minute
changes. It’s a reminder of
how much our animals mean
to us, whether they are house
pets or beloved animals in
the field and in the barn.
—Photo by Roslyn Watkins

DEADLINE for the February
Farm View is January 14th.

Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses.

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in lvy, Bolton, Fenelon
Falls, Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.
BRADFORD GREENHOUSES GARDEN
GALLERY, Barrie

CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE
DALSTON STORE

DEREK'’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

EISSES FARM FRESH EGGS, Innisfil

ESSA AGRIPLEX

ESSA VALLEY FEED SERVICES
FOODLAND in Elmvale

HAMILTON BROS.

HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally)

HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
MARSHALL W. DRIVER CREMATION & BURIAL
SERVICE, Barrie

McLAREN EQUIPMENT, Phelpston
NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston

RAILFENCE BOOKS

RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC.

SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

STEER ENTERPRISES

STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and
Stayner

THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza

The Farm View is delivered to these businesses
between the 25th and 29th of each month, with
copies available while supplies last.

If you would prefer to have The Farm View mailed
directly to your home, one-year subscriptions are
available for $45. For more information or to sub-
scribe, contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail at
8 Luella Blvd., Minesing, ON L9X OW7, or by email
at farmview(@on.aibn.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and
daytime phone number. All letters are subject
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls.

FARM VIEW is published monthly by:
Roslyn Watkins
The 5 N’s Publishing House

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LgX oW7
Phone (705) 722-0138
e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com

A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County,
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural
home owners informed about local and national news that affects
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
$45.00 including HST for 12 issues

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors

that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability

for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for

omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the

advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid
for the advertisements.

In memory of
Jill Beischer

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying
points of view from the agricultural community.
Editorial opinions are freely expressed by
individual authors.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and
your cities will spring up again as if by magic,
but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in
the streets.”

D7 Brgan

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page. $995./month
2/3 Page. $775./month
1/2 Page $525./month
1/3 Page $395./month
1/4 Page $310./month
1/6 Page $205./month
1/8 Page $150./month
1/16 Page $100./month
Business Card $88./month
Ag. Business Directory $700.year

Please visit www.farmviewonline
or call Roslyn at 705-722-0138 for rate
reductions based on frequency.
The ad deadline is the 14th of the
month for the following month’s issue.
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Premier

JOHN DEERE Equipment

premierequipment.ca

WINTER BOOKING

15 PREMIER SERVICE 7

= INSPECTION

SivrrerSALE
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AND INSPECTED BY 5] %
MARCH 31, 2026

4
Call your local Service Department! BOOK NOW

(OH={08 VIEW MORE
GREAT LINE UP OF PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT % PRE-OWNED
CHECK WEBSITE FOR FINANCE OFFERS G157 EQUIPMENT

]
- STK#183175

JD 6155M 2016 ... $173,995 JD6R 175 2024 ... $377,995 JD6R 175 2024 ... $389,995
CAB, MFWD, 40K POWRQUAD, LDR, IVT (50K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 3 ELEC RE- IVT (S0K), PREM CAB/SEAT, 680R LOADER,
480/80R38, 5045 HRS MOTES, 3 FUNCTION LOADER, 206 HRS 3 ELEC REMOTES, TLS, 436 HRS

\ X A *Deferred payment options available Bl SCAN HERE
. . - o learn more about the

JD 6R 140 2022 ... $269,995 JD6120M 2023 ... $239,995 JD5095M 2023 ... $165,995 until November 15, 2026! Ask for details. E Winter Parts Order Program!

IVT (50K), ULTIMATE CAB/SEAT, COM- IVT, AT READY, LOADER, PREM RADIO, 3 CAB, POWER REVERSER, MFWD, NARROW

MANDPRO, LOADER, TLS, CAB'S, 630 HRS ELEC REMOTES, MFWD, TLS, 308 HRS FRONT, LOADER READY, 215 HRS

h il
\t » sr’HL Snow blowers

available now!

Alliston Stouffville Nobleton
(705) 453-7551 (905) 640-2692 (905) 859-0581 5 TI H L
4896 Dean Drive 14183 Highway #48 6770 King Road West HONDA
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Organic Council of Ontario (OCO): The Voice for Organics in Ontario
Growing Organics from Field to Fork at the December Virtual Farmer Coffee Meet

Synopsis by Andrej Baca

The Organic Council of Ontario (OCO) is a
membership-based, non-profit association repre-
senting the organic sector across the province.
Serving as the voice for organics, OCO advocates
for farmers, businesses, and consumers while
working to build a stronger, more sustainable food
system. Its work includes hosting Canada’s largest
organic conference, promoting public trust in or-
ganic products, and connecting shoppers with local
organic brands.

OCO’s December 2025 Virtual Farmer Coffee
Chat Webinar, moderated by Dr. Erica Shelley,
brought together three Ontario farmers to discuss
their operations and shed light on the meaning of
Transitional Organic.

Steve D’ Alimonte, owner and operator of Pic-
colo Farm Organics (PFO), began farming after
completing the Ignatius Farm Immersion Intern-
ship in 2021. He launched PFO in 2022 on a third
of an acre in his backyard, focusing on Italian
vegetable varieties commonly used in traditional
cuisine. Since then, the farm has expanded to in-
clude prepared food products such as vegetable-
infused pastas, pestos, tomato sauces, and focac-
cia.

In 2024, PFO began leasing land at Ignatius
Farm to expand production and launch a subscrip-
tion program offering a mix of fresh vegetables
and prepared foods delivered directly to customers.
While not certified organic, PFO follows organic
and regenerative farming practices. Its products
are available at several Guelph retail locations
and through Mamma Earth Organics.

David Mazur-Goulet co-owns and operates
Heartbeet Farm with Kate Garvie in North Au-
gusta, approximately one hour south of Ottawa.
The certified organic farm feeds more than 200
individuals and families through its CSA program,
farmers’ markets, online sales, and food bank do-
nations from June through December.

Mazur-Goulet holds diplomas in Entrepreneur-
ship and Green Business Management from Al-

gonquin College and a certificate in sustainable
vegetable production from the University of Ver-
mont. He also serves as Local Treasurer for the
National Farmers Union and participates on na-
tional and provincial committees. During the off-
season, he supports small businesses and non-
profits by improving their digital communications.

Tim Lyon, owner-operator of Main Street Ur-
ban Farm in Kingston, is a year-round urban
farmer who delivers produce by bicycle, rents
greenhouse space, and sells at farmers’ markets
and to local restaurants. Lyon also produces hot
sauces and vegan, gluten-free meal packages
served on reusable ceramic plates that customers
return for sanitizing and reuse.

During the webinar, the speakers explained the
concept of Transitional Organic.

When you see the Certified Organic label,
you’re looking at a farm that has followed the
Canadian Organic Standards for years. But what
does it mean when a farm is transitioning to or-
ganic?

Transitional Organic refers to farms that are in
Canada’s mandatory three-year period of switch-
ing from conventional to organic practices. During
this time, farms still have to follow the Canadian
Organic Standards and commit to practices with-
out specific synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, GMOs,
or prohibited inputs, but are not yet able to label
their product as certified organic. For livestock
farmers, the transition must be just as committed
with changes also needed in feed and water, hous-
ing, health care, and management to meet organic
standards.

During this time, a transitioning organic farm
has already made the decision and necessary
changes to operate organically. The expectation
during this time is that you’re operating in accor-
dance with the standards even without certifica-
tion. Farmers must operate organically for the en-
tire three-year period to be eligible for
certification. Because the three-year rule applies

to land and operations that grow organic products,
newly transitioned organic processors are exempt
from this rule.

This transition period can be a challenging time
for farmers. Yields can temporarily drop, weeds
and pests may become harder to manage, the high
capital investment required for transitioning may
not be covered by profits generated during this
time, and farmers cannot yet capture the organic
price premiums. Though this can seem daunting,
premium pricing associated with certified organic
products can offset some of these losses once the
transition period is over.

That’s why recognizing and supporting transi-
tional organic products is so important. Despite
not being able to sell their products as certified
organic, often these producers or processors will
identify themselves as committed to organic, or
in-transition.

When you buy from transitional farms, you’re
helping:

» Reduce barriers to organic certification

* Support soil health and ecological practices

* Encourage more farmers to make the shift to
organic farming

* Improve the welfare of livestock

« Strengthen the future of local, sustainable
food systems

In Ontario, transitioning farmers are essential
to the growth of our organic sector. As more people
choose organic, these farmers connect us to
healthy, delicious food while safeguarding land
and water for future generations.

Save the Date: The 45th Annual Guelph Or-
ganic Conference takes place January 27-28,
2026 at Guelph Farmers’ Market (42 Carden
Street, Guelph, ON & 2 Gordon Street, Guelph,
ON)

Organic Council of Ontario (OCO)

232-5420 Highway 6, GUELPH ONTARIO
NI1H 6J2

(519) 827-1221

Contact us for all your marketing needs

Now Receiving Soybeans and Corn, call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing
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Now online.
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e Corn
e Wheat
e Soybean

Receiving

in Oro-Medonte
705-720-0431

.. Up-to-date Cash bids for old and new crop corn; soys and wheat

Visit us online at WWW.addisgrain.com

A message
from MPP
Jill Dunlop

As we usher in the new
year, I want to send my
warmest wishes to everyone
in Simcoe North and across
Ontario’s agri-food commu-
nity. The start of 2026 brings
fresh opportunities, renewed
energy, and a shared commit-
ment to building stronger,
more resilient farms and food
businesses.

I’m pleased to highlight a
recent development that
stands to benefit the entire
agri-food sector, a nearly $24
million investment in a new
food processing facility, the
first of its kind in Canada for
non-GMO soymilk powder.
This project will not only
create good, paying jobs and
strengthen Ontario made ex-
ports, but also reinforce the
value of Ontario grown
crops, benefiting farmers and
processors from fields to
shelves.

This announcement re-
flects a larger vision for a
competitive,  innovation,
driven agri-food sector. As
we look ahead, collaboration
between producers, proces-
sors and communities will be
key to seizing new markets
and adapting to global chal-
lenges.

At the same time, I know
that the new year can bring
its share of uncertainty. As
the Minister of Emergency
Preparedness and Response
for Simcoe North, I believe
supporting the agri-food sec-
tor also means helping it
weather any storm, whether
economic, environmental, or
logistical. As we enter winter
and plan for the seasons
ahead, I encourage you to
think ahead to ensure opera-
tions are secure, supply
chains are supported, and lo-
cal communities stay con-
nected and resilient.

But beyond business and
preparedness, this is also a
time to celebrate community,
family and tradition. I hope
the year ahead brings you
strength, prosperity, and
meaningful connections.
Whether you’re planting
seeds, running a processing
facility or simply enjoying
farm life with loved ones,
thank you for your dedica-
tion, innovation and care.

Let 2026 be a year of
growth and optimism. I look
forward to working with you
to support agriculture, build
strong local economies and
nurture vibrant rural com-

munities across Simcoe
North.
Wishing you a joyful new

year filled with health, hope
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Experimental Acres program
driving sustainable farming
forward in Grey County

GREY

AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES

Grey County’s Experi-
mental Acres program has
wrapped up its third success-
ful season, supporting six in-
novative on-farm projects in
2025. The program provides
a micro-grant to Grey
County producers who de-
sign an on-farm trial to test
practices which may im-
prove sustainability or build
soil health on farms.

Participants from both the
Grey and neighbouring Duf-
ferin County programs gath-
ered in early November to
share outcomes, successes
and learnings from their proj-
ects. These insights can help
shape practices in 2026 and
beyond.

Grey County projects in-
cluded a variety of different
operations, spanning from a
small one-quarter-acre fruit
project to a large 240-acre
cash crop project. The over-
arching purpose behind all
projects was to improve sus-
tainability and soil health on
trial areas by implementing
ideas which could be repli-
cated across additional acres
or other farms in the area.

2025 Grey County proj-
ects included:

* A cow-calf and cash crop
producer looking at ways to
rejuvenate worn-out fields
and provide additional for-
age for grazing during late

summer months, with the in-
tent to compare warm-season
annuals, cool-season annuals
and warm-season perennials.

* A cow-calf and cash crop
producer attempting to
broadcast turnip into fields
of established wheat and red
clover or triticale and red
clover. The goal was to eval-
uate a low-cost method of
seeding cover crops into
fields which would provide
extended fall grazing for cat-
tle post-cereal harvest.

* A fruit and medicinal
plant grower comparing the
impact of biodiversity on soil
quality and fruit nutrient val-
ues by monitoring apple
trees from a permaculture
guild and a neighbouring
lawn.

* A dairy and cash crop
producer assessing the out-
come of hay seeded directly
following wheat harvest in a
field where wheat straw was
spread before being raked
back into rows for baling.
The project looked at mini-
mizing volunteer wheat
swaths and producing a uni-
form hay stand with minimal
intervention.

* A cut flower grower con-
ducting soil testing to moni-
tor the level of nutrients
added to garden beds by ro-
tating turkeys across them,
also noting if turkeys could
lower pest pressure on plants
in the area.

* A producer establishing
a new fruit orchard compar-
ing soil microbial activity be-
tween ramial and grass
mulch to evaluate the capac-
ity for soil building and plant
health.

Grey County Experimen-
tal Acres projects are funded
by Grey County as part of

the climate action plan, Go-
ing Green in Grey. The pro-
gram supports Action 3 in
the plan, “Capacity Building
in Sustainable Agricultural
Best Practices.”

A full report outlining the
design, purpose and outcome
of each project can be found
at http://www.grey.ca/exper-
imental-acres. Over the three
years that this program has
operated, projects have been
carried out on close to 450
acres. Momentum generated
by successful projects means
that practices are applied to
additional acres every year,
creating a snowball effect
from each small initiative.
Experimental Acres has be-
come a heartening success
story—showing how a sup-
portive program structure
and very small funding
amounts can capacitate ma-
jor change. With each project
completed, the County is car-
ried one step farther towards
meeting climate plan goals,
delivered with the impact of
concrete actions.

The public can learn more
about the Experimental
Acres projects online at
http://www.grey.ca/experi-
mentalacres. A new video on
Grey County’s official
YouTube page provides an
overview of the Experimen-
tal Acres program and inter-
views with Grey County’s
2025 participating farmers.

If you would like more in-
formation about the Experi-
mental Acres program,
please reach out to Emily
McKague at Grey Ag Serv-
ices at info@greyagser-
vices.ca or 519-986-3756, or
to Linda Scott Swanston at
Grey County at
linda.scottswanston@grey.ca

Small Family Farm Inc.

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com

Humanely Raised (by us):
Beef « Chicken « Pork * Turkey
We also carry:

Livestock Feeds « Pet Food - Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup * Honey & much more!

Real Farmers = Real Food = Real Nutrition
Shop local & taste the difference.

Visit our Farm Shop!

4043 2nd Line - Cookstown * 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

n Follow us on FB Bradbury - Small Family Farm

Preventing Carbon Monoxide

Trag edy By Dennis Gannon

In December of 2008,
the unimaginable hap-
pened to a family of 4 in
Woodstock Ontario. The
entire family succumbed
to carbon monoxide poi-
soning in their home. A
husband and wife along
with their son and daugh-
ter were found in the
house when the wife
failed to report for work. The uncle of the
female was at the time a firefighter and felt
compelled to act to ensure this never hap-
pened again. It took a number of years of
lobbying but in the end the Province of On-
tario enacted the Hawkins- Gignac Act which
required residential properties to install car-
bon monoxide detectors.

Carbon monoxide is an odourless, invisi-
ble tasteless gas and can be deadly. Unfortu-
nately people still perish from carbon
monoxide poisoning and not that too long
ago, several in this area.

Carbon monoxide is produced when fuels
such as natural gas, propane heating oil and
wood are used for heating, cooking, barbe-
cuing and when vehicles, generators or
portable fuel burning heaters are used. When
exposed to carbon monoxide it may cause
headaches, loss of consciousness, nausea,
confusion and if the exposure is long enough,
death.

There are simple steps to avoid carbon
monoxide poisoning. Have your fuel burning
chimneys and vents cleaned and inspected
by a qualified professional. Vents blocked
by snow and ice need to be cleared regularly.
Charcoal, propane and gas bbqs should only
be used outside, never in the house or a
garage. The same goes for portable gas gen-
erators. If you keep your vehicle in a garage
make certain that the garage door is open
when starting the vehicle and remove it
promptly.

The Ontario Fire Code has been updated
as of January 1, 2026. While there were pre-
vious requirements in place, several new

I/‘

CO

CARBON MONOXIDE

ones have been added. In a res-
idence, a carbon monoxide (CO)
alarm must be installed if the
home has a fuel-burning appli-
ance, a fireplace or wood stove,
an attached garage, or is heated
by air from a fuel-burning ap-
pliance that is not located within
the home.

A CO alarm must be installed
adjacent to each sleeping area
and new now, on every storey of your resi-
dence including storeys that do not have
sleeping areas.

Owners of the building, whether owner
occupied or rented, are responsible for com-
plying with the requirements under the Fire
Code. Similar to smoke alarms, it is against
the law for anyone to remove the batteries
or to tamper with a carbon monoxide alarm.

There are a number of options for CO
alarms. They include hardwired, battery op-
erated and plug in devices. A number of man-
ufacturers have combined Carbon Monoxide
alarms with a Smoke Alarm into one unit
making it simpler to install. It is important
to note that while they may be only one unit,
there is a different sound or alert for each.
Everyone should know the difference.

When purchasing a carbon monoxide
alarm look for either a CSA, ULC or a ETL
label. Theses labels ensure that the unit is
tested and certified to Canadian standards.

CO alarms require maintenance and
should be checked like a smoke alarm
monthly. Like a smoke alarm they must be
replaced in accordance with the manufacturer
instructions and they have a label on them
indicating when to do so.

Many fire departments across Ontario
have a supply of CO alarms that they can
provide for a household in need. If you have
any questions about carbon monoxide alarms
or issues please contact your local fire de-
partment.

If your CO alarm sounds, get everyone
out of the house immediately and call 911.
Your life could depend on your actions.

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION
CONTROL. Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment
installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.

REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF
BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS

Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211
DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300
OFFICE 705-322-9292
email digfarmdrain@hotmail.com
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:
NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,
GRAIN HAULING
\_ PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM 705-331-5371 )
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Turning the Page on a New Year
and the Future of the Family Farm

Happy New Year!

Now that the rush of the holiday season is behind us, an-
other season begins for farmers, meeting season. As we turn
the page on a new year, it is the perfect time to reflect, plan
ahead, and consider one of the most important but often
overlooked aspects of farm business management: farm tran-
sition planning.

Did you know that less than 20 percent of farm families
have a formal transition or succession plan in place to protect
their assets? Despite the years of effort, sacrifice, and in-
vestment that go into building a successful farming operation,
many families delay succession conversations simply because
they seem overwhelming or emotionally difficult. We un-
derstand that even thinking about getting started in the tran-
sition planning exercise can be overwhelming. Yet the need
for these discussions has never been more urgent. The aver-
age age of farmers in Ontario continues to rise, and the value
of farm assets, including land, equipment, and quota, has grown dramatically over the last
decade. With so much at stake, having a clear plan in place is essential to ensure a smooth
and fair transition to the next generation.

In recent years, financial institutions, commodity groups, and farm organizations have
worked hard to raise awareness around this issue. The Ontario Federation of Agriculture,
for example, featured best selling author and speaker Dr. Tom Deans as the keynote speaker
on the second day of the OFA Annual General Meeting and Convention. He delivered an
engaging and insightful presentation on the importance of starting transition planning early
and involving the right people in the process. Those looking to watch the keynote presentation
can go to the 1:20:22 mark of the Annual General Meeting Day 2 livestream, and the full
livestream recording is available on our website. And believe me when I say that it will be
worth your time to hear his message. https://ofa.on.ca/silence-is-the-great-destroyer-of-our-
wealth-keynote-presenter-talks-importance-of-succession-and-wealth-transition-at-ofa-an-
nual-meeting/

While many families begin by talking to their accountant, a successful transition plan re-
quires a village of professionals. Lawyers, accountants, financial advisors, transition coaches,
and tax specialists each play a unique role. Wills and estate documents are critical pieces of
the puzzle, but they are only one part of the larger strategy. Families may need to explore
potential capital gains implications, consider tax efficient structures, evaluate business via-
bility for the next generation, and ensure that both farming and non farming children are
considered fairly.

Every farm and every family is unique. That is why starting early, gathering the right
team, and keeping communication open are key ingredients for success. As overwhelming
as it seems, start the conversation with your family today, or at least speak to a trusted
advisor sooner rather than later. As Dr. Tom Deans reminded us, “Silence is the great
destroyer of our wealth.”

And do not forget to check out the OFA Member Benefit Partner, Farm Life Financial,
for your free first consultation. You can also watch their video featuring real life case studies
on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=196q305W V-

Wishing you a productive winter meeting season and a successful year ahead as you plan
for your farm’s future.

By Leah Emms

OFA Member Services Rep.
1-866-660-5511
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca
www.ofa.on.ca

J

Soul Sisters Celebrations
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Entering the New Year with an Open Heart

As the new year arrives, I tend to find
myself pausing in a quiet moment between
what has been and what is about to unfold.
This pause feels especially important this
year because change is already gathering
around me. Some changes are expected
and planned, while others seem to rise
from places I did not anticipate. There are
shifts in relationships, shifts in responsi-
bilities, and shifts within my own spirit as
I grow and outgrow different parts of my-
self. It is a sensitive place to stand, know-
ing that the year ahead has asked me to
release certain things and welcome others
I cannot yet see. There is something sacred
about this soft turning of time. It feels a
little like this past summer when I was
standing at the edge of Killbear Park with
my family while the sun was setting over
the wide waters of Georgian Bay stretch-
ing before me. The rocks were warm with
memory from the great day behind me
and the steady flow of water carrying
every possibility the future might hold.
Every new year invites reflection, but this
one seems to ask for something more hon-
est and more tender. It asks for presence.

Over the past year I learned that spiri-
tual growth is rarely loud. It does not al-
ways announce itself with certainty or per-
fection. Often it comes as a whisper in the
middle of a restless night or as a calm
breath during a difficult conversation. It
comes in the quiet recognition that I am
still learning how to love well, how to live
with intention, and how to trust what I
cannot see. In reflecting on these lessons,

I realize that the new year offers a chance
to step into deeper authenticity.

This year I want to walk forward with
a more open heart. Life moves quickly
and it is easy to rush past the sacred mo-
ments that exist within ordinary days. The
sunrise that slowly colors the sky. A warm
drink shared with someone who under-
stands my spirit. The gentle stillness that
settles over a room when [ finally allow
myself to rest. These moments are small
gifts that carry the presence of something
greater. When I take time to notice them,
I feel anchored and guided.

Most of all I want to nurture gratitude.
Gratitude is a quiet companion that trans-
forms even difficult seasons. It reminds
me that growth can rise from struggle and
beauty can appear in unexpected places.
When I choose gratitude, I find strength
to keep moving forward even when the
path is uncertain. Gratitude brings me back
to the truth that I am guided and supported
in ways I do not always recognize.

As I enter this new year, I do not make
grand resolutions. Instead, I make room.
Room for grace. Room for patience. Room
for wonder. I want this year to be shaped
by deeper connection to myself, to others,
and to the sacred presence that moves gen-
tly through every moment. The new year
stands before me like an open door. I step
toward it with gratitude for the lessons be-
hind me and hope for the blessings ahead.

What will you make room for this New
Year? How do you plan to enter 20267

Happy New Year.

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters
Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely
Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com

N

SOUESISTERS CEFEBRATIONS

CO DA e

1 866 435 1809 Terry Dowdall@parl gc.ca
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South Simcoe 4-H Marks Achlevement Days By tsabella Cullen

LEARN
3 DO BY,

VOINC

The South Simcoe 4-H members who participated in a 4-H achievement day program
at the Barrie Fair, Beeton Fair and the Great Northern Exhibition were treated to supper
and a night out by the Agricultural Societies. Thanks to the Cookstown Agricultural So-
ciety, Barrie Agricultural Society, Beeton Agricultural Society and Collingwood Agricul-

North Slmcoe 4H craft repor

tural Society for inviting us.

Thank You to the
Leaders Behind 4-H

By Isabella Cullen

As the 4-H season comes to an end I'd like to shine the
light on the people that make 4-H all possible, our leaders.
The term leader is someone who inspires or helps others to
achieve a goal, our leaders do much more than just that.
Whether it be planning a meeting, providing snacks, giving
pointers on how to show a project animal or how to judge,
they give 100% even after a full day's work. As a junior
member I'd always participate in the activities for my own
enjoyment but as a senior member who sees all their efforts
in making activities fun, I participate and hope they see how
grateful we are for them and their mentorship. 4-H is this
amazing opportunity that I hope every kid tries, it builds
confidence, leadership and dedication. But it isn't necessarily
4-H that builds these skills but rather the leaders. They are
the ones guiding us and helping us prepare for shows, the
ones supporting our triumphs and teaching us about good
sportsmanship, the ones who even after work, show up with
a smile on their face and show us true dedication. I am proud
to say this program has helped me be the person I am today
but I owe it to my leaders, who taught me how to get here.
So as we prepare for the 2026 4-H season I want to take a
moment to thank all the 4-H leaders out there, for believing
in and supporting the dreams of the 4-H youth. Words can
not express our gratitude for the time, energy and knowledge
you share with us. We are all looking forward to 2026.

Thank you!

4931 3rd Llne Tottenham ON LOG 1W0 (905) 939- 7494

The South Simcoe 4-H Association hosted a Heyday for all their membership on Sunday
November 30th which was well attended. If you are interested in joining 4-H register
with 4-hontario.ca now for 2026 season. Rally Night for 4-H South Simcoe is Sunday
February 8th. Check out the South Simcoe 4-H webpage for more information.

Photo and article by
Donna Vander Heyden

Pictured here are North Simcoe ™ &
4H Christmas crafters with some _
of their designs. From left to right ™

- are Reese M, Brooklyn C, Abby
W, Olivia L, Megan O, Isabelle S
and Rachel M. Absent from the
photograph is Josie M.
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The North Simcoe 4H Christmas Craft Club wrapped up
its final weekend with the members making an arrangement
of foraged greenery and birch with some embellishments of
ribbons, fresh flowers and baubles.

The club met over 3 weekends and the members worked on

E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca (@)

several projects. They stained long, pine boards, with some
members making them into farm signs or Christmas signs
and some made jean racks. There were lots of items to create
with and members made wooden block trees and snowmen,
greeting cards, clay sculptures and various paper crafts.

Please visit our website for
information and current cash bids.

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

DOD

www.dunkerronelevators.ca

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years!
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Fun farm science: Ant farms exposed

Presented by the curious Don Beaulieu

In the forests of Central and South America, some of the
world’s most industrious farmers aren’t humans. They are
ants. And their methods are nothing short of remarkable.

Fungus first

Meet the leafcutter ants, nature’s original horticulturists.
These tiny agriculturists don’t eat the leaves they so indus-
triously cut. Instead, they A D\

haul them back to their

underground gardens, me- These antf arms
ticulously chewing them predate human

into a nutrient-rich pulp. :

On this leafy canvas, a agnculture by tens
special fungus (Leuco- | of millions of years.
agaricus gongylophorus)

thrives, producing tiny, | /

nutrient-packed structures that sustain the ant colony. In this
subterranean farm, every ant has a role, from leaf-harvester
to garden-tender, ensuring optimal temperature, humidity,
and hygiene for their fungal crop.

But the story doesn’t end with fungus.

Bacterial bodyguards

Enter the next layer of sophistication: bacteria. Certain ant
species have evolved a chemical defense system, cultivating
beneficial bacteria on their own bodies. These microscopic
allies, primarily Pseudonocardia, produce antibiotics that
fend off parasitic fungi threatening the garden. In effect, the
ants run miniature pharmacies on their cuticles, carefully
grooming and spreading these bacteria to maintain a healthy

fungal crop.
4 )

Leafcutter ants have
been practicing agricul- Leafcutter ants can
ture for over .50 millign carry 50 times their
years and their bacterial .
partnerships  have co- body welg ht back to
evolved for more than 20 the nest.
million. Their intricate

systems of leaf-farming and microbial management make
them the planet’s earliest farmers.

So next time you see a line of ants marching along a forest
floor, consider this: within those tiny bodies are centuries of
agricultural wisdom, miniature gardens, and living medicine
cabinets. They are proof that even the smallest creatures can
run some of the most complex farms on Earth.

Causing human farmers problems

A single mature colony may number in the millions and
harvest hundreds of kilograms of vegetation each year. For
crops like citrus, coffee, cacao, eucalyptus, corn, and vege-
tables, that kind of activity can mean overnight defoliation.

“These ants don’t nibble,” one agronomist quipped.
“They clear-cut.”

Leafcutter ants don’t eat the crops they remove. Remem-
ber, they carry leaves underground to feed a cultivated fun-
gus, their primary food source. The result, however, is the
same for farmers: stripped plants, weakened trees, and in the
case of seedlings and saplings, complete crop loss.

What makes leafcutters particularly diffi-
cult to manage is their scale and resilience.
Colonies can last decades, with queens living
10 to 20 years. The fungus gardens they de-
pend on are buried deep underground, often
spreading through complex tunnel systems
that make direct control difficult. Simply kill-
ing foraging ants rarely solves the problem.

A complicated pest

Despite their reputation, leafcutter ants are
not villains by nature. In forests and unculti-
vated landscapes, they play a surprisingly ben-
eficial role. Their extensive tunneling aerates
soil, improves drainage, and redistributes nu-
trients. By selectively harvesting plants, they
can even increase plant diversity over time.

This dual role of being destructive in fields
and beneficial in ecosystems has made them

AGRO STAYNER

A local, full service Ag retailer providing
agronomic solutions to increase productivity
and profitability on your farm.

(///()it/fi//(eq/ to Grow With ((Z ow!

FLAMBOROUGH  905.659.0073
H @ LM E S ORANGEVILLE  1.800.668.3047
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138

www.holmesagro.com

1.866.388.8002

a challenge for modern agriculture to manage responsibly.

Managing, not eliminating
Today’s best practices focus on control rather than erad-

ication. Farmers increas-
ingly rely on targeted baits
that disrupt the ants’ fungus
rather than broad insecti-
cides, along with biological
controls and integrated pest
management strategies. The
goal is to protect crops with-
out damaging surrounding
ecosystems.

In many ways, the con-
flict between ants and farm-
ers is less about pests and
more about competition.

As one researcher put it,

4 )

The bacteria
on ants’ bodies
produce antibiotics
only where needed,
preventing fungal
invaders without
harming the ant’s
beloved crop.

(¥ )

“They’re farmers too. They’re just very good at it.”

m Bacternl‘ Defenders

Gongylidia Grown
"Flmgus Food™

ENTERPRISES LTD

Offe g

Diesel Engine, Heavy Truck
& Trailer Specialists

Full Service Repairs
Part Sales and Delivery
Tire Sales and Services

Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
Mobile Roadside Services

7051 County Rd.?, Stayner, ON, LOM 150
705-466-2600 | Toll Free: B44-466-2600
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Meet the Advertiser: True North Mechanical
A Trade Revisited, A Future Taking Shape

Article and photo by Roslyn Watkins

As a young man, after reviewing the curriculum of many
skilled trades, Shawn Watkins of True North Mechanical,
found himself drawn to HVAC-R (Heating, Ventilation, Air
Conditioning and Refrigeration). “It was the most complex,”
Shawn recalls. “I enjoy working with my hands and I love
the challenge of figuring out why something isn’t working
and fixing it.”

The original company was started up with a good friend
early on in both their careers. Shawn remembers long hours
and lots to learn. Doing that with a good friend by his side
made the process enjoyable. At the time, Shawn was also
working full-time at Georgian College as an HVAC techni-
cian and, with his wife, raising three young children. With
limited time and many responsibilities, Shawn knew he
needed to choose a career path that would not only challenge
him intellectually but also provide stability for his growing
family. Georgian College proved to be the right fit, offering
both opportunity and long-term value. Which led the business
True North Mechanical to be put on hold, but in the past
year, an unexpected and meaningful opportunity arose. The
family’s youngest son, Harry, now 15, expressed an interest
in learning the HVAC trade. Seeing his son’s curiosity and
enthusiasm sparked Shawn’s decision to reopen the business
— this time with a new purpose.

“I enjoy the time spent with Harry, teaching him the
trade,” Shawn says. “It’s nice to see his interest, and he isn’t
standing idle. If I don’t need his help at the moment, he
picks up the broom.” Those small moments, Shawn notes,
are just as important as the technical lessons.

While the foundation of the trade remains the same, much
has changed since the business first operated. One of the
most noticeable differences is the cost of running a business
today, particularly the price of equipment. “Many things
have changed,” Shawn explains. “The HVAC industry has

drastically changed in the past 10 to 15
years. Equipment has become much
more energy efficient, but with that, the
complexity of the equipment has also
changed.”

Reopening the business has been met
with strong support from friends, fam-
ily, and the wider community, with re-
ferrals and job opportunities helping
the business gain momentum. “It’s nice
to be able to offer quality, knowledge-
able service while staying competitive
in the market,” Shawn says.

This time around, advertising has
been part of the plan, and Shawn is
grateful for the response. “I’d like to
thank the Farm View readers for putting
their trust in me.”

From a customer service perspec-
tive, Shawn continues to provide honest
information on the equipment he is
servicing. If it can be fixed, he will fix
it. He will give you your best options
and best pricing.

With decades of experience, a re-
newed passion for the trade, and the
next generation already showing inter-
est, this reopened business is once again
building a future — one job, and one
lesson, at a time.

Shawn can be contacted by
phone/text 705-828-3394 or email
truenorthmechanical@icloud.com.

FUELS

* Propane tank installation.

www.collingwoodfuels.com

)
ollngwood,

LIMITED

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include
* Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
* A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

info@collingwoodfuels.com
https:/lwww.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/

P i.(,""‘
Shawn Watkins (left) of True North Mechanical shares his HVAC-R expert-
ise with his son, Harry (right), as the family business reopens with a re-
newed purpose — combining decades of experience with hands-on
learning for the next generation.

The Meet the Advertiser series is a complimentary news article for Farm View
advertisers. If you are interested in being featured, please contact Roslyn Watkins at
farmview@on.aibn.com.

True North Mechanical
Air Syecmﬁst
Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA

Serving Simcoe County and Suwouncfing Area.
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Providing Provincial Support

tn Stmcoe North
Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates

Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)

GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons
and seniors)

Health Care

Health Cards/OHIP Issues

Natural Resources & the Environment
Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
Provincial Government Programs

Seniors Issues

Small Business Issues

Transportation

Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)

Workplace Safety &
Insurance Board (WSIB)

DUNLOP

MPP - Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 e Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org
JillDunlopMPP.ca
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After The Chores: Winter

By Cathy Hamill-Hill )

Winter  ar-
rived here and it
remains my least
favourite season
of the year.

Winter is cer-
tainly here this
year, in all its
misery. All the water taps in the barn but one frozen useless.
We carry 95 gallons of water in about 5 days. We carry small
portions so we make a lot of trips to the 95 gallon water
tank. The sheep drink the most as somehow a heated outside
water trough makes them want to empty it as much as pos-
sible when I’m carrying it there by the bucket.

The hay bale goes into a feeder outside. In the nice months,
carrying hay is like carrying a bundle of perfume. Hay smells
wonderful and hay carrying is not at all a job. Enter winter
and the hay now gets snow covered in the feeder. I have to
wear protective gear of waterproof gloves, a hoodie pulled
up and a heavy coat zipped to the top or I’'m wearing freezing
cold snow. Wind is another issue as fighting strong winds
and hay is not good. I often have my hair full of stray hay
and need to add hay hair picking to my list of chores.

Water buckets freeze overnight in the barn meaning I
have to whack the bucket against a post to break up the ice.
These days with the extra chores, my strength has gained a
few notches. I whacked the bucket a bit I thought against
the post per usual on frozen day one this year. The thick ice
smashed leaving me with a face full of icy water first thing
in the morning. I so do not enjoy winter.

Freezing rain is the most dreaded of all in winter for all

of us. Sheep hate freezing rain when their wool becomes
one big wind chime. Covered in ice, the sheep huddle into a
clump of sad by the gate tossing their heads making their
chime noises. I do my best to get the sheep in before the
icing starts to avoid seeing and hearing that winter misery.
Monitoring the weather network in winter is done every few
hours when a system is coming through.

Winter in a town setting is actually fun. I got to live it for
two easy winters. We lived on a Regional road which means
the road is plowed all day- and all night long. We only had a
short circular lane. If the tiny lane way got full, we just
easily shoveled it out to a clear road. Our winter life was so
easy that one morning at 4:00 a.m. Sweetie left in his small
commuter car to go to work. About 5:00 a.m. I was awoken
and totally freaked out as I saw a shadow of a person coming
into the bedroom I was in. Sweetie had to come home as the
roads to his work were all closed by the police as being
unsafe in the storm.

Last winter saw the lane blocked here whenever there
was a west wind over 10 km an hour which was nearly every
day all winter. This year a kind person gifted us a well used
snow fence. This fence was heavy and was not at all pretty
when we got in the spring. The same fence is the most beau-
tiful sight now, it goes across the yard here and Sweetie
placed it exactly right. The snow fence is heavily drifted in
with snow. The snow fence is one of life’s blessings right up
there with purring cats and country Fairs. This snow fence
represents kind people that care enough to actually step in
with action- and it’s a small block against winter’s wrath.

I wish winter was over.

Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week Celebrates 60 Years in 2026!

zsmarshall w. driver _
cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com

Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week (GBFW)
returns for its 60th anniversary from
January 7-12, 2026, marking six
decades of agricultural learning, con-
nection, and community. This long-
standing conference and tradeshow will
once again be held in person at the EIm-
wood Community Centre, with the op-
tion to livestream from home.

The 2026 program features 6 com-
modity days starting with Beef Day,
Dairy Day, Goat Day, Sheep Day, Horse
Day, and ending with Crops Day. There
is no Ecological Day, but sustainability
themes have been woven throughout
the week! In true GBFW fashion, the
in-person experience includes a hearty
hot roast beef dinner, plus goat and
lamb served on their respective days!
Pies once again will line up the dessert
tables in addition to Chapman’s ice
cream bars (Thank you, Chapmans!) -
because nothing inspires great network-
ing like great food! Attendees can also
pick up exclusive 60th Anniversary

GBFW swag throughout the week.

Registration Details

Tickets can be purchased online at
GBFW.ca. Livestreaming tickets must
be pre-purchased online, and it is rec-
ommended that attendees purchase in-
person tickets online as well. For those
unable to do so, cash, cheque, and debit
are accepted at the door for in-person
attendees. In-person registration for
each day begins at 9 am. Prices include
HST:

*$50 per
livestream)

*$120 for any 3-day bundle

*$160 to livestream the full week

2026 Keynote Presentations

* On Beef Day, Anne Wasko, Market
Analyst, Gateway Livestock, Alberta,
will deliver Beef Market Outlook

* On Dairy Day, Dr. Jodi Wallace,
Veterinarian/Dairy Farmer, Ormstown
Veterinary Hospital, Quebec, will pres-
ent Improving Dairy Herd Fertility —
Genomics and Beyond

day (in-person or

* On Goat Day, Jelle Vogels, Divi-
sion Manager — Canada, Vitalvé,
Netherlands; and Maksym Baranok,
Small Ruminant Specialist, Vitalvé,
Canada, will jointly present the keynote
Maximizing Return Over Feed

* On Sheep Day, Justin Woodward,
Partner, Good Energy Partners, will
present Solar Grazing; and Steven
Rosvold, Owner/Operator, Floating S
Ranch and FSR Stock Dogs, Manitoba,
will present Training and Using Herd-
ing Dogs on Your Livestock Operation

* On Horse Day, Dr. lan Bishop, Vet-
erinarian and Owner, Northern Equine
Veterinary Services, will delve into
Equine Dentistry

* On Crops Day, Cody Hammer,
Transportation Enforcement Officer,
Ministry of Transportation, Waterloo
District; and Ryan Nichols, Enforce-
ment Supervisor, Ministry of Trans-
portation, Waterloo District, will present
Road Safety in the Agricultural Indus-

try

Fully WSIB Insured

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
www.cravenmaintenance.ca

BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS
CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

SIS - Barn painting - Pressure

washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying
and repair

northwaytire@outlook.com

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.

24/7 Farm & Truck Service
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NVCA Board Pushes Back
on Proposed Mega-Regional
Model

The Board of Directors of the Nottawasaga Valley Con-
servation Authority (NVCA) unanimously endorsed a reso-
lution and wrote to Environment Minister Todd McCarthy
outlining its concerns with the province’s proposed regional
consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities.

NVCA Chair and Councillor Jonathan Scott said the Board
supports the Province’s goals of efficiency, service modern-
ization and fiscal prudence, and noted that NVCA has already
delivered many such improvements.

“We are committed to working with the Province on gen-
uine modernization,” said Scott. “Our concern is not with
the objective, but with the scale and structure of the proposed
‘Huron—Superior’ consolidation model.”

The Province’s draft boundaries would merge seven con-
servation authorities across 1,400 kilometres and 78+ mu-
nicipalities, ranging from Thunder Bay through Northern
Lake Huron and into fast-growing regions of Southern On-
tario in the Greater Toronto Area.

“Such a configuration risks undermining the local ac-
countability that is central to effective watershed manage-
ment,” Scott continued. “Conservation authorities were cre-
ated by municipalities and remain funded and governed
locally. Decisions about permitting, floodplain management
and watershed planning work best when they reflect local
site conditions and municipal growth patterns.”

Scott also noted that the proposed model combines com-
munities and watersheds with little shared hydrology or in-
frastructure reality. “A single administrative structure span-
ning the GTA, Northern Ontario and rural regions is unlikely
to be nimble, and may make it harder for builders, farmers
and municipalities to get timely advice that keeps housing
and infrastructure projects on schedule,” he said. "From a
common-sense perspective, it seems inherently unrealistic
to have the GTA and Thunder Bay in the same region."

While reiterating that the NVCA Board of Directors does
not support amalgamation, Scott stressed that the Authority
aims to be constructive. “If the Province continues to explore
consolidation, there are more coherent alternatives,” he said.
“A model focusing on consolidating Georgian Bay—area au-
thorities would better reflect shared geography, reduce tran-
sition costs and maintain the local accountability our mu-
nicipalities rely on.”

“We welcome further dialogue with the province,” Scott
said. “We believe there is a path to improved service delivery
that is efficient, cost-effective and grounded in the realities
of Ontario’s diverse watersheds. NVCA stands ready to con-
tribute to that work.”

For more information about the proposed boundaries for
the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation author-
ities, including an interactive map, visit the Environmental
Registry of Ontario.

-

Agricultural Anecdotes
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from .
Farmer Tim

S

words...
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There’s a special kind of feeling that comes from liv-
ing this life — one that words can never quite capture.
As I milked my cows tonight with the cold winter rain
coming down outside, I tried to put that feeling into

It’s standing in the same field where I once dropped a
single seed into the soil, watching it grow strong under
the sun, fighting through drought, frost, wind and rain
to finally mature into a crop ready for harvest. It’s the
quiet satisfaction that only comes from knowing you
helped life happen.

It’s the middle of the night in the barn, kneeling beside
a cow as she brings a newborn calf into the world. Your
day was long and exhausting, but you had a heart full of
gratitude when you saw that little one take its first breath
and wobble to its feet.

It’s the smell of fresh-cut hay drying under perfect
skies after weeks of waiting and worrying. It’s the rush
of relief when the last load of grain beats the rain home.

It’s the pride that fills your chest when a cow you
raised from a baby, one you poured years of care and
patience into, stands in the show ring and earns that red
ribbon — not because of the prize, but because you
know the story behind her.

And when winter settles over the farm, it’s the deep
peace of hearing the cows chew their cud in a warm
barn while the wind howls outside. It’s knowing they’re
safe, the harvest is in, and you’ve done your part for an-
other season.

Farming isn’t just work. It’s a way of life, a test of
faith, and a love story between people, animals, and the
land. There are days it breaks you, and others that fill
you right back up. But through it all, there’s no place
I’d rather be.

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario
and has been sharing his stories through

“All farmers need to get their stories out there

Farm Feelings

social media for many years.
Tim is quoted saying

and have fun while they do it!”

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1L0
www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

JOIN US!

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT
(Formerly Simcoe County District)

Christian Farmers
Federation of Ontario

christianfarmers.org

offering...

Simple Cremations.
Traditional Funerals.
Celebrations of life.
Graveside Services.
Pre-Arranged or At-need. .,
Matt and Cindy Drury/Owners

Tel: (705) 728-8282

info@legacyfuneral.ca www.legacyfuneral.ca

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

on-site technical advice.

¢ tree planting

tile drain control boxes
and more!

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards
abandoned well decommissioning

Call us today about your project!
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 - www.nvca.on.ca
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Music SEEN in farm countr

By Don Beaulieu

Farm View country boasts myriad live music venues and
performing opportunities. Here is a look at a few examples
around Georgian Bay.

The final couple of months in 2025 exemplified the vari-
ety of talent we have around us, often found in smaller com-
munities and small venues. Many individual venues, restau-
rants and bars present the best of local performers. We are
also blessed with organizations, often grassroots, community
orientated, which present shows offering a variety of musical
genres, from individual acts
to evenings of variety.

One popular organization
is the Small Halls Festival
Series of Clearview Town-
ship. In short; they provide
the best of rural living, con-
temporary art, live music,
culinary delights and fami-
ly-friendly activities. Events
run in September, October
and November.

In November of 2025, at
the Nottawa Memorial Com-
munity Centre, a number
of top local musicians were
featured in the Songwriters
That Rock concert, the final
installment of the 2025 year
of Small Halls Festival. The
audience enjoyed local pro-
fessional male songwriters
plus their performing, song-
writing daughters.

Even the master of cere-
monies duties featured a fa-
ther-daughter duo. The com-
bination of mentor fathers and
aspiring daughters of notable
skill, filled the hall with not
just amazing music, but an
air of love and support which
wafted over the audience.

In the realm of locally
presented purely profession-
al talent: The final presen-
tation of the 2025 season
for the Collingwood Music
Festival featured a hilarious
presentation by Toronto en-
semble Broadsway which
features vocalists Heather
Bambrick (familiar to some
via JAZZFM, as well as to
jazz fans in general), vo-
calist Julie Michaels, Kylie
Martin and vocalist/pianist/
arranger and re-arranger of
songs Diane Leah. For this
performance they had some
of the best musical support
from George Koller on bass

an

Masters of Ceremonies for the “Father
d Daughter” concert, Jason and

and Ben Wittman on drums. This event took place at First
Presbyterian Church in Collingwood.

Broadsway is self-described as: “From Gershwin to
Gaga, four of Canada’s finest musical theatre, cabaret, and
jazz artists doing Broadway their way! It’s Broadsway!”
The combination of musical prowess and humour was a rare
and delightful occasion.

Another local entity provided an insightful event, at St.
John’s United Church in Creemore. The Purple Hills Arts
& Heritage Society pre-
sented John Allen’s (CBC
fame) story “J. S. Bach’s
Long Walk”. It is a story
of Bach’s younger years,
forming and guiding his
future musical career, as
we know it. Allen’s story
was supported musically
by more of Toronto’s best
players. Allen narrated,
sang and played trumpet
with the accompaniment
of Jamie Parker on piano,
Joseph Phillips on vocal,
stand-up bass, 8-string
classical guitar and vi-
ola da gamba, Rebekah
Wolkstein also sang and
offered some marvellous
solo Bach on her violin.
Adding dynamic vocals
and percussion was Patri-
cia O’Callaghan.

The value of grass-
roots level enthusiasm and
ability to present the high-
est calibre of talent many
of us are not able to trav-
el to hear, is an important
part of our local arts op-
portunities.

For the local closet

ol
ng Wa

Popular radio personality Tom Allen’s story of “J.S. Bach’s Lo
United Church in Creemore. From left to right, Jamaie Parker on piano, Joe Phillips

(voice, bass, classical guitar, viola da gamba), Rebekah Wolkstein (vocals, violin), Pa-
tricia O’Callaghan (voice, percussion) and Tom (writer, producer, voice an trombone).

Broadsway, also some of Toronto’s top musicians, on stage
at First Baptist Church in Collingwood in the final perfor-
mance of the Collingwood Music Festival’s 2025 season.
From left to right are Diane Leah, Heather Bambrick, George
- Koller, Julie Michaels, Kylie Martin and Ben Wittman.

y

musicians who sing
in the shower, may-
be run through some
tunes on their gui-
tar in the acoustics
of the washroom or
play the piano when
no one else is home,
there are many op-
portunities, in all
the towns around
us. These are the
musical jams and
the open stages (of-
ten called “open mic”) evenings. Aspiring musicians have
the opportunity to get used to an audience (they are always
supportive, as are the house bands with the jams) and quell
those butterflies. There is no other way to get used to an
audience, other than getting up in front of them. Most often,
it is surprisingly inspiring.

For the audiences of these events, there is the chance
to hear some otherwise well-hidden talent, of potentially
amazing proportions. Some talent, especially those taking
to the open mic events, are often new or returning to a craft
they have strayed from, often for decades. The age range
of performers varies, but all have much in common. Un-
expected collaborations are formed, offering a vision and
desire to keep playing, improve one’s abilities and contin-
ue sharing their art.

In November, this writer was contacted by Melissa
James, a performer from the United Kingdom, who was
travelling to Wasaga Beach and Toronto. James wanted to
perform while she was in Wasaga Beach, ahead of her To-
ronto recording sessions. We wound up with her performing
at The Iron Skillet on a Tuesday evening. Not much notice
could be given, the gig wasn’t confirmed until about one
week before that date. In the end, this stunning singer/gui-
tarist from the U.K. ended up in one of our local restau-
rants. James was accompanied by Neil Hendry (Toronto)
on guitar and to add to the local aspect, Collingwood blues
man Ryan Patterson. Overall, jazz, gospel, blues, folk and
more genres were presented in a rare opportunity. Wasaga’s
own David Grossman, known for
mortgages and music, warmed up
the audience’ ears for this special
evening. All this was somewhat
unexpected, but showing support
for music in our community.

Perhaps this year, we can
have a list here on the opportu-
nities for local talent to perform.
Some events stop during the
winter, but others keep on. Here
are just a few; this is in no way a
comprehensive list and is light on
details, but this may give budding
musicians the urge to start look-
ing at what may be happening in
their hometown.

Thornbury has an open mic at
the Corner Café. Wasaga Beach
has Wednesday evenings at The Hive. Watch for an open mic
starting back up in Barrie at CW Coops in Barrie. There are
a couple of excellent jams in Barrie, at Malone’s Pint House
and at Wickie’s Pub. Elmvale has a Thursday night jam at
The Palace Tavern. And there are more. So, basically, no
excuses to keep playing in your closet, washroom or barn!
Many more towns and venues than mentioned here offer op-
portunities to perform. Often, open mic performers end up
performing professionally and forming working bands.

Lotsa folk in our rural communities have a wide range of
talent outside of their daily work lives. You are encouraged
to share your music, poetry, storytelling, magic, dancing,
comedy in your community and bring some smiles to neigh-
bours faces. Spread some joy and make some new friends
and no doubt, be entertained yourself!

If performing isn’t your thing, but you enjoy live enter-
tainment, seek out local theatre or other performance groups
in your neck of the woods. Some of these bring in talent
from all directions so you don’t have to drive to a major
centre to hear some of the province’s or country’s best talent
who have gained reputations around the world’s stages.

Successful and dynamic

artist from the U.K., Melissa

James made an unexpected

performance in Wasaga Beach.
' It was “ears to the local online

ground” to catch this one.

Ik” at St. John'’s
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Ready for adoption!
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Casper is a 1.5-Year-old Sultan is a 1-year-old male
Maremma Kangal
He is timid but sweet. He is looking for Kangal is a sweet and gentle dog. He
a rural type of home, experienced with  is looking for a rural type home, “» N
livestock guardians and where he can  experienced with livestock guardians
be included as part of his family. He's ~ and where he can be included as part

the sweetest boy. of his family. He is at Brampton N

Contact Vaughan animal services at Animal Services. Contact by phone
905-832-2281 or at 905.458.5800 or email

animal.services@vaughan.ca animal.services@brampton.ca 2
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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Sew What’s Next? Welcoming 2026 with Fabric and Imagination

By Janis Hamilton

Well, we made it through 2025 and are now headlong
into 2026. So, what are your sewing plans for you and those
you love to sew for? Some may be adventuring into the
world of quilting while others may want to sign up for classes
and challenge yourself with new concepts you haven’t tried
yet.

Now, if you are new to quilting, January is a great time to
start, and there are sites to guide you through the process.
One such website offers 41 free easy patterns to get you
started. The link says 35 but there are really 41 free patterns.
No, you don’t have to do all of them, but with the photos
you can easily choose the ones you would like to try. Just
right click on the link on their website and it will take you
right to the information. Depending on your computer it
may say open hyperlink or just take you directly once you
right click. Don’t be afraid the computer can be your friend
and save you time typing for searches. Not if you are reading
the hard copy of this fabulous newspaper of course, it won’t
work you will have to type the link, but you could go on the
paper’s website and then start clicking.

https://www.allpeople-
quilt.com/quilt-patterns/35-
free-quilt-patterns-begin-
ners

Here is another one and
although it looks like it’s
for crochet and knitting pat-
terns, there are a lot of valu-
able quilting help and tech-
niques to get you started
from the basic supplies to
how to finish your first
project. https://sarah-
maker.com/ https://sarah-
maker.com/quilt-patterns-for-beginners/

Now for those who have refilled bobbins more than you’d
like to admit you may be wanting to challenge yourself with
something new.

!
SnRAHmfer

50+ FREE
QUILT PATTERNS
FOR IEGINNIIS

E——

Eli Noble
Masonry Specialist

905-904-1570
ednoble2@gmail.com

Service areas include
Barrie, Durham and the GTA

Wishing you and your

family a safe and happy
New Year!

DOUG SHIPLEY MP

Barrie — Springwater — Oro-Medonte
Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca - 705-728-2596

Paper Piecing:
Not as difficult as
many will tell you.
I found the place-
ment of the first
piece gave me
pause when I first
started, but now it
is quite easy. Paper
piecing is exact,
the points are per-
fect and it just
looks like the pat-
tern was really dif-
ficult but it is not. If you were at the Artisan and Quilt show
this fall at the Simcoe County Museum you may have see
Korleen Smith demonstrating paper piecing using freezer
paper. I have not done this but after watching her demo I’'m
going to try it. The benefits are you don’t have the foundation
paper to rip off the finished blocks, and the paper is reusable,
so it saves time and money. I found a site that walks you
through the process with detailed photos. So, if this piques
your interest have a right click and off you go learning some-
thing new. Again, this free pattern is included. https://bryan-
housequilts.com

If you want a hands-on approach, then consider inquiring
at your local quilt shop what courses they will offer in the
future. Many will be offering new techniques, new ideas
with tools that will make your job easier. Country Conces-
sions in Cookstown, Thimbles and Things in Orillia and
Hummingbird Sewing in Barrie are just some of the shops
that always have classes listed on their websites. Maybe ask
a friend to join you and you will be well rewarded with new
skills and meet other like-minded fabric obsessed folks. A
great way to give yourself a break from shovelling snow. If
you still prefer to work alone and from home check out the
local library. The quilting books are endless and so are the
ideas with great photos to walk you through the process. Or

e, ) ONES

POWELL
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca

if you don’t mind learning on your computer, check out on-
line classes. They will vary on pricing and skill set of course.
Many You Tubes are also available so narrow your search
for what might interest you and your skill level.

Another fun way to enjoy quilting is to invite a friend
over to sew for the day. Maybe have a project in mind like a
tote bag. You will find great fellowship as you sort out any
problems you have in completing the project and probably
enjoy a great lunch together as well.

Valen-
tines will
soon  be
here SO
don’t miss
a chance to
make a
table run-
ner or even
a wall
hanging to
mark the
occasion.
Maybe
even just
sew a small
heart quilt
on a card for that special someone. But if you have more
time, check out the 25 heart ideas here https:/ www.my-
goldenthimble.com Another site has larger projects and all
free patterns https://ilovequiltingforever.com

January can be a long month and if the snow starts climb-
ing up your window sill and you need some relief, I can’t
stress enough how quilting will help relieve that stress...
well unless you are snowed in and you’ve run out of fabric
but remember measure twice and cut once so check to make
sure you have all you need to have a relaxing day behind
that sewing machine. I wish you well in whatever endeavour
you choose.

Photo Source: Megan Collins

-
———

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

INDOOHS

THE TRUSTED SOLUTION
IN RAISING CALVES

Used in over

e H 4
dairies world wide!

OMFY
ALF

Calves are Easy to See
Healthy Environment
Stress-Free Grouping
Group Penning
Ergonomic Design

Labor & Space Savings
Easy to Install & Maintain
Various Sizes & Options

919-934-2343

Partner AG Y/CANARM'

www.partneragservices.com
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Distributor for
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AgSystems™
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Giving Tuesday Success at Quilting Corners Guild

Story and photos provided by Senora Baldry

Giving Tuesday at Quilting Corners Guild was certainly a
success. Quilts of Comfort, quilted stockings and pillow
cases were the main event and shared with our community
partners: My Sister’s Place (MSP), Matthew’s House Hos-
pice, The Good Samaritan and the Alliston Foodbank (AFB).
We also gave cheques to MSP and the AFB from the proceeds
of our quilt raffle. Members stepped up, as always, and gave F/‘i
generously to a mini food and toiletry drive for MSP and |
socks and hand warmers for SHIFT. This was all topped off
with a few rounds of QUILTO, our version of bingo, to raise
funds for the Foodbank. Thank you to everyone for their
creativity, participation and generosity. Have a safe and joy-
ous festive season.

Matthew’s House Hosplce

h B A
My Sister’s Place §

The Good Samaritan

onus || 7488 DEREK’S| PHIImmaimin e

72\ CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT Ul'ﬂ SPEBIMISTS
01, (Formerly Simcoe County District) %& Di DIZE]S?EIZ-]SEBVICE INC
o icti as lesel, Fuel Injectors
m Christian Farmers Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps
o FEderatlon Of Ontarlo Authorized Dealer For:
< g @
christianfarmers.org @ ) BOSCH SFAN—M

Tel: (705) 733-3787 » 1-800-862-3405 e D

. I _rfrr e w-n-h i
Joe R hFl\e/‘Ix. (7052363%3 378F\9> d. Bari Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467
oe roacn, vianager orrow Road, barrie dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? CLEARVIEW AG IN[:
[CHRIS BELL B8 Pk st

ECRA/ESA LICENCE #7009919

Keeping Faith in Farming

DEKALB | Purina | Lawn Care | Pet Food | Bird Seed | Farm Supplies
Store: 705-428-2195

FULLY M AST E R E L E CTR l C l A N % ) Email: info.clearviewag@gmail.com
INSURED (705) 72 'l _700 AS%L%T:;TI'SOTN Q’;ﬂ&“’; ‘ www.clearviewaginc.ca IE'

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL SERVICES
SERVICE UPGRADES | AUTOMATION INTEGRATION | CUSTOM ELECTRICAL

THECOOLFARMER@HOTMAIL.COM
www.chrisbellcontracting.ca
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Catherine Myers: The Grit and Courage Behind Myers’ Corners

The Innisfil com-
munity of Stroud
was once known as
Victoria, and prior to
that as Myers’ Cor-
ners. Much has been
written about David
Myers, for whom
Myers’ Corners was named — how in 1833 he bought a lot
on what today is the northeast corner of Yonge and Victoria
streets in Stroud, how he created a prosperous farm, how his
commanding presence helped shape local affairs.

Far less ink has been spent writing about his mother
Catherine Myers, whose strength, courage, and determination
— guts, if you will — overshadowed anything her son accom-
plished. If not for her impressive character, there would have
been no David Myers and no Myers’ Corners.

Catherine Myers originally hailed from the vicinity of
Stone Arabia, New York, where she was born Catherine
Wolffin 1775. Her parents, Johan and Anna Elisabeth Wolff
were of German descent. They were hardworking farmers
content to work the land and raise their family who remained
aloof from the fighting of the Revolutionary War.

Then tragedy struck.

On an otherwise ordinary day in 1780, Catherine heard
yelling and screaming. Looking from the home out into the

AGBU

PHONE: 705-722-0138

llage
storles

by Andrew Hind

We're workmﬁ‘”ﬁn
our next igUCa

.
1

-

Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

yard, she watched British-allied Indigenous warriors kill and
scalp her parents, grandparents, and her ten-year-old sister
Valentina. The eldest Wolff child, 13-year-old Margaret, led
Catherine and another sister, Maria, into a bedroom and hid
the three of them under a bed. While Margaret, Catherine,
and Maria lay still within the cabin, shivering in fear, the
warriors slipped away as quietly as they had come.

Incredibly, there was a miracle amidst the bloody carnage.
Catherine’s grandmother, though scalped and badly wounded,
had somehow survived. She would recover and raise the
children.

Catherine married Captain Joseph Myers, a Revolutionary
War veteran. It wasn’t a happy marriage as Joseph was drunk
much of the time. Catherine was pregnant with a third child
when her husband up and left her. He committed suicide a
few years later.

In 1806, Catherine married again to George Frederick
Hanning Wernecke (later anglicized to Warnica). In 1815,
the family moved to Canada and initially lived in Markham
Township before making a final move to Innisfil in March
1825. Innisfil was a true wilderness at the time. The nearest
neighbor, David Soules, was six miles away and the land
was covered by dense forest. Catherine faced the hardships
of pioneer living with stoicism.

She likely watched with pride as her son David established
a farm of his own and lent his name to a crossroads hamlet

SINESS

EMAIL:

farmview@on.aibn.com

ROB HENRY’S
CUSTOM FARMING INC.

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

10TH LINE, THORNTON
HENRY -« 705-790-7714
ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@QHOTMAIL.COM

that grew up around it.

Catherine finally found peace in Innisfil, where she died
on Sept. 24, 1838, surrounded by a husband, children and
grandchildren, and a bountiful farm —her reward after many
long years of hardship.

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 12 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL » COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

This winter, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE * FARM SUPPLIES « FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
* Masterfeeds '
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
» Electric fencing supplies
* Gates * Bale Feeders o kel
1696 Penetangwshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario  Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079
RMC CONTRACTING

new and rebuilt decks patios, stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors.

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North Wlecﬁamca[

Air ?ﬁecmﬁst l\

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe County and Sm‘rouncfing Area.

b Dundle o Painting

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting

Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

Primo Service,
Primo Quality,
Primo People/

=1 PRIMO
o aenerarion PAVING .ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)
F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete

Peartree Animal Wellness Centre
and Rescue

Gpeclahzed in training rescued Large
ardian Dogs for employment as £
Livestock Guardians

Contact
PAWcenter@hotmail.com
Phone 519-709-6678

Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Christian Farmers Federation
of Ontario,

Central Ontario District:
info@christianfarmers.org
1-855-800-0306
christianfarmers.org

OFA Members Service Representative:
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276

email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444

email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca

705-726-9300 ext 1224

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

Dufferin County Federation of Agriculture
sherri.dfa@hotmail.com

Peel County Federation of Agriculture
peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com

OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and

Grey Ag Services: York:
519-986-3756

info@greyagservices.ca

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126
email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca

York Region Federation of Agriculture

york@ofa.on.ca

Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement
Association

1-800-265-9751
oscia@ontariosoilcrop.org
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email:

' CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

farmview@on.aibn.com

Free classified word ad's can be mailed, emailed or faxed by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue.
Telephone orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Ad's run for one month only and must be re-
submitted each month to be repeated. Mailing information is on page 4.

COMING EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPRING & SUMMER AUCTIONS

SOUTHWESTERN
ONTARIO
PORK CONFERENCE

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the 62nd
annual Southwestern Ontario Pork Conference on
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at the University
of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus. This year’s con-
ference is “Let’s Talk About Pork” with new ideas
in competitiveness, benchmarking, and so much
more!

“It’s all about keeping the producers informed
in a social environment and providing a place for
industry reps to visit with their customers” says
Darren Sloan, chair of the 2026 SWOPC Planning
Committee.

The conference is very fortunate to have industry
sponsors to help bring such a great program to the
area producers. Conference attendees should plan
to spend time visiting industry partners at the con-
ference trade show area while enjoying compli-
mentary coffee & refreshments before the program
begins at 4:00 pm.

The 2026 conference program features “ROI —
It’s All That Matters!” with feature speaker Dan
Bussieres; “Maximizing Manure Value — Trans-
forming Animal Waste Into Field Profit” with
Christine Brown; and “Producer Profile” with John
and Dirk Homan of Hihojo Farm. Rounding out
the lineup are a producer panel Q&A, “Building a
Sustainable Workforce,” with Scott Leystra, Cam
Farrell, TJ Klopp, Phillip Wiedrick and Mark
Chambers, and “Health Talk — Improving Your
Performance” with Ryan Tenbergen.

Please join the SWOPC planning committee at
our annual event with the latest and most up to
date pork production information that you can take
back to your operation. This conference has lots
to offer and all pork producers should plan to at-
tend.

Registration opened December 1, 2025. Con-
ference information, sponsorship opportunities,
and registration can be viewed at
http://www.ridgetownc.com/about/swopc. Regis-
tration includes all the day’s activities plus a deli-
cious pork dinner!

Happy Birthday to Shawn,
an amazing husband and dad!

Thank you for being my constant support,
my favourite date, and the very best
company at Farm View events and

everywhere in between. I’'m so grateful for

your love and your patience, we are so
lucky to have you—today and always!

Book your 2026
Spring/Summer sale NOW!

Kevin

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience

& consideration

Please contact us at

Kevin (519)942-0264  Scott (519)843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Scott

o] f

WANTED

COMING EVENTS

2026 Grey Ag Services
Winter Courses Updated

The full winter course schedule is live, and reg-
istration is officially open. This winter’s course
lineup spans practical farm skills, livestock health,
dairy and goat production, regenerative and soil-
focused agriculture, flower farming, small space
landscaping, composting, sewing basics, and
equine care—offering something valuable for pro-
ducers of all kinds.

View courses by visiting the Grey Ag website
& sign up in whichever way is easiest for you:
Call 519-986-3756, email info@greyagservices.ca
or online https://www.greyagservices.ca/courses-
webinars

ANNOUNCEMENTS

International Super W4 farm tractor.
22 x 32 or 22 x 38 Dion Threshing

Machine.

Please phone in evenings 905-983-9331.

FREE ADS

FOR SALE

WANTED, church organist

St Georges Anglican Church in
Utopia is currently seeking a
person proficient in piano and
organ to lead our choir during
Sunday morning service 9 am.
We are a small congregation
and the remuneration would be
in the form of a monthly
honorarium. To discuss this
opportunity further, please call
Sandi Schneider at 705-424-
5735.

Purebred Bluefaced Leicester
Sheep Ewes for sale. Call 519-
940-8897.

Wanted straw chopper for
John Deere 4400 combine.
Call 519-338-2688 Harriston
area.

YOUR AD HERE

Farm Equipment

- Tractor chains
Ice Trygg 14.9 x 28
$750.00
18.4 x 30 $950.00
18.4 x 30, 16.9 x 30
Web Style $675.00
18.4 x 38 Web Style
$850.00
- Material Bucket, 84
inch, skid steer hook
up, a little rough
$675.00
* Tractor chains 16.9 x
28 or 30 inch, straight
across link $475.00
13.6 X 26 or 28 inch
pair $375.00
11-12 x 26 tractor
chains $275.00

Call Dan Seifried,

Harriston
519-338-2688

Reporter goes through stage, after stage...
OPEN

Wednesdays &
619

Farm View's reporter Don Beaulieu contin-
ues to host an open stage in Wasaga Beach in
2026. Beaulieu has hosted thousands of open
stage evenings over the decades. The excite-
ment and pleasure of introducing and hearing
new talent every week “...is something I live
for” he says.

He says “Some of the quietest, most unas-
suming folk become absolutely dynamic when
they hit the stage. Those surprises are awe-
some!”

Beaulieu operates a professional sound sys-
tem that will have any singer/musician sound-
ing their best. Many performers appreciate his
attentiveness to sound and to making perform-
ers feel comfortable.

There is no limit to the age or ability of
talent, no auditioning. Sign-up for a time on
stage when you arrive. Beaulieu thanks The
Hive Restaurant & Pub in Wasaga Beach for
allowing him to present this opportunity to the
community each week.

Bring us music, poetry,
stories or comedy!

2t The Hive e €

1441 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach

Seating reservations required:

Performer questions: Don at don@donshots.ca

Great rates and great distribution!
Visit farmviewonline.com
for advertising information,
to subscribe and to read back issues!

STAGE

p.m.

Don Beaulieu ; reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone |
| orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 1
\ ! only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use :
I the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word I

. | advertisement.

Free Classifieds |

: | Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit:
._-"-;_;-_Mmd by 1 individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must |
= I

705-429-2773

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com

Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X OW7
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Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & center line rd
ON, LOM 150  705-428-3132

Erin Location: Cookstown Location:

9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin, 4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON, Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,
NOB1T0 519-833-9616 LOLTLO 8-0871

®
M

CANADA

U

1975 - 2025

A N

ANNIVERSARY

Push back against winter snows.

Snow: it’s a fact of life in Canada. Removing it quickly and efficiently is critical for Canadians, so Kubota recognizes the
importance of providing snow removal operators with cold-weather tested equipment that can help them to keep the
country moving.

- —

~Used Equipment

v

[ 15151.4 hours ua, cab with
| heat, 4wd, with loader,
] 12x16.5 front tires, 17.5x24
i rear tires, bucket and pal-
M let forks, horst lasb400010 ] at Stewarts Equipmentin
blade, and bauman 2260h 4 Erin.

sander, In Erin. $‘36,900 4

hours showing:564, diesel,
4wd, rops with canopy, one
remote, 3rd funtion hydraulic
loader, ss g/a, 72" bucket,
bh92 backhoe 18" pin on
bucket, 540 pto, industrial

tires, In Stayner. w

hours ua: 2350, 4wd,
cab/heat/air, 2 sets of
remotes, 540 rpm, front
and rear wipers, 13.6r24
fronts, 18.4r34 rears, horst
lasb4200w915 wing blade,

In Erin. 5'78,000

1 hours showing: 891.3, gas,
540 rpm, open station with
"™l no rops, loader and bucket
il , 6:00 x 16 front tires, 13.6 x
28, Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Erin.

| ] hours showing: 1124, original
] one owner! 4wd, loader, cab

|| with heat and air, side mirrors
o] . 20.5r25 tires, Unit is located

] 528.9 klm showing, cab
enclosure with heat, camo
] unit, front bumper, front
I windshield wiper, manual
] dump box, winch, Unit
is located at Stewart’s

Equipment in Erin. $18,850 "

John)Deere61,10M

hours showing: 242, diesel, 4wd,
540 pto, turf tires, hydrostatic
trans, loader, manual quick
attach with 48" bucket, work
lights, rear wheel weights. Unit is
located at Stewarts Equipment in

Cookstown. $118*200

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

8761.7 hours ua, 2006 , cab
with heat and air, 17.5r25
tires , auxilliary hydraulics ,
bucket with cat it24 quick
attach, Unit is located at
Stewart’s Equipment in Erin.

SE

Hours showing: 1847.60,
4wd, open station w/foldable
rops, 540 rpm, one remote,
glide shift, 8-16 fronts, 14.9-
24 rears, grill guard, kubota
1a682 loader with bucket,

Unitis in Erin. 514,900

1,380.5 Hours, Cab/Heat/

Air, Radio, Diesel, 3 Range
Hydrostatic Trans, 4wd, 2 re-
motes, 540 PTO 9.5-32 Rears,
8-16 Fronts,bauman 1040h
spreader, and hla lasb3600 v
blade, In Erin.

hours showing:458.5, 4WD,
cab/heat/air, 14.9r28 fronts,
front fenders, 18.4r38 rears,
2 remotes, 16x16 auto shift,
fender mounted switches,
540 rpm, metal plessis

Syen [ snow blade 511261900

Erin 519-833-9616
Cookstown 705-458-0871
Stayner 705-428-3132

hours showing: 1251.6, 4wd,
diesel, cab/heat/air, 24x24
trans, forward and reverse
hyd. shuttle, 2 remotes, 540
rpm, buddy seat, loader
ready, 420/70r24 fronts,

480/70r38 rears, 5‘86 900,
Ld

fl @

Follow Us




HAPPY NEW YEAR

WITH OUR THANKS
as the New Year begins

We’re truly greatful for readers like you,
and wish you all a very happy and prosperous year.

From all of us at Farm View

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.

H — WOCO——
Farm View CUELPH

is proud to (RGANIC
support CONFERENCE

A
FARMERS WEEK &

Community
Events

il | E W

A newspaper with something for everyone

email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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