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Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, up to

a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per month. Please
note the format of the listings below and submit your item by mail or
email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is the 14th of the month

for the following month’s issue.

Sultan is a 1-year-old male Kangal
Kangal is a sweet and gentle dog. He is looking for
a rural type home, experienced with livestock
guardians and where he can be included as part of
his family. He is at Brampton Animal Services.
Contact by phone 905.458.5800 or email
animal.services@brampton.ca

December 2nd - 4th: Forage Focus Webinar

Forage Focus early winter webinar series will be happen-
ing December 2nd, 3rd, and 4th this year. There is a fantastic
line-up of speakers and topics for the three nightly webinars.
Register for one, two, or all three of these free presentations!
Details on page 27 and visit https://onforagenetwork.ca

December 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The advertising and news deadline for the January issue
of Farm View is Sunday, December 14th.
Don’t forget to book your Happy New Year greeting ad!

December 18th: Grey SCIA Winter Meeting

The Grey County Soil & Crop Improvement Association
will host its Winter Meeting + Social and Tradeshow on De-
cember 18, 2025, at the Bognor Community Centre. The
evening event includes a catered supper, networking with
agribusinesses, and a keynote presentation by Senator Robert
Black on the importance of soil to Canada’s future. Pre-reg-
istration is required by December 9. Email:
info@greyagservices.ca or call 519-986-3756.

April, May, June: Spring Auctions

Thinking of a spring or online auction?

Have a look at the auctioneers ads in this issue and call to
book ahead!

January 6th & 7th: SouthWest Agricultural Conference

Registration is open for the 2026 SouthWest Agricultural
Conference “Planting Knowledge, Growing Prosperity.” Pre-
registration required by Dec. 9th. Full details in the ad on
page 3 and also available at https://southwestagconfer-
ence.ca/swacl/swac-agenda/

January 7th - 12th: Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week
Conference and Trade Show

Save the dates for the Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week Con-
ference and Trade Show! The conference will be held January
7th to the 12th. Many fascinating speakers and presentations!
Topics covered are beef, dairy, goat, sheep, horse, eco day
and crops day! More information can be found on page 6,
page 18 and on their website https://www.greybruce-
farmersweek.ca

January 27th- 28th: Guelph Organic Conference

Celebrating 45 Years of Growing Together 2026 Guelph
Organic Conference!

Whether you’re a farmer, producer, advocate, or just pas-
sionate about organic food, this event is your chance to be
part of Canada’s leading organic movement. More infor-
mation on page 14 and visit https://guelphorganicconf.ca

Thank you for your continued trust and
support in us. Your support means so
much to us and we look forward to
serving you in 2026!

We wish you and your family a blessed
Christmas season. May the season be
filled with peace, joy and love.
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Tribute To Bruce Smith: Remembering A John Deere Legend

Article by Cathy Hamill-Hill, photo by Stephanie Stephenson Homeland Holsteins | Stephanie Lee Photography

There were approximately 135 tractors in a Memorial Pa-
rade to honour the John Deere legend, Bruce Smith. The pa-
rade began at the Smith farm near Sandford and ended at
Heather and Michael Moore’s farm. Many in the parade
were green tractors of the John Deere brand.

John Deere was a huge part of Bruce’s life. Beside his
casket at his funeral, there stood a small John Deere tractor.
He was a highly successful John Deere salesman employed
by Green Tractors, now known as Premier Equipment in
Port Perry with a legendary career of 56 years.

Arnold Kerry, at Bruce’s funeral, told everyone how in
1969, Bruce, weighing in at about 115 pounds, came in to
work at Utica Farm Equipment. Nobody was sure little Bruce
even had the physical strength to work with big equipment-
but he sure showed them by becoming a John Deere legend.
Little young Bruce began as an apprentice and worked his
way up to get his Class “A” mechanics license, his Heavy
Duty mechanics designation, along with a third full license
for Diesel. He earned his way up to Service Manager and
then stepped into a salesman job selling the John Deere
equipment line he knew so much about.

At lunch time, the workers would take a break and often
played the card game of euchre. Bruce was competitive but
he “never used swear words, when frustrated he would say,
“dang it all any way.”

“I was at the visitation for our Bruce for 2 1/2 hours be-
cause there were that many people. Bruce was a really mag-
netic person. He was really short and so cute, and up for
anything. He always had a smile on his face. He was excited
about our new venture (as Premier Equipment) and ready to
tackle anything that came his way,” said Stephanie Stephen-
son, Marketing Coordinator for Premier Equipment and for-
mer Marketing Manager for Green Tractors.

Bruce liked tractors and he liked people. He knew so
many people from his work by first name in Durham and
York Regions. He teamed up with his friend, the late Gary
Hill and the two had a fine fun time announcing the Uxbridge
Fair Tractor Pull for years. Bruce’s quirky and always kind

sense of humour combined with massive knowledge of all
things tractor made him hugely loved as an announcer adding
so much to the Uxbridge Fair.

Joel Speers, a Director of the Uxbridge Fair arrived at the
Sutton Fair one evening with the plan to watch the Tractor
Pull. “Joel!” he heard and turned to see Bruce who quickly
called out, “You are not watching the Pull, come up and
help me instead!” and Joel spent the evening in the announc-
ing booth with Bruce. “It was hard to ever say no to Bruce.
We had so much fun, Bruce had me laughing all night,” he
remembers.

Isla, Bruce’s granddaughter at the funeral said, “When
we went to the Uxbridge Fair, we heard the announcer at the
Tractor Pull and we said, “That is OUR Grampa.” He knew
the details about each puller there. Grampa loved farming.
He loved to make hay. He would watch the clouds. He espe-
cially liked seeing rainbows in the sky.”

Bruce’s first born son, Les, at the funeral remembered
one time, when he was a youngster, going with his Dad on a
hay delivery with the pick-up truck pulling a load of hay.
His Dad lost his calculator from his pocket and it went on
the cab’s floor. He went to reach for the calculator just as the
truck hit an especially soft spot on the shoulder- and the
truck slid, almost on its side into the ditch. “Dad calmly
crawled out the truck and got me out- and said “this is what
happens when you reach for a calculator on the floor of the
truck while driving.”

His granddaughter Teagan, at the funeral, remembered,
“Grampa gave us all our first green toy tractor. We would go
in Grampa’s shop and sort of steal John Deere hats to give
away at school. He caught us but then he just smiled.”

“On trips, we had to stop at every John Deere dealership
along the way- and Dad had to talk to everyone there,” son
Bryan remembered.

“Bruce was a petite man with a big heart,” Paul Harder, a
dairy farmer and maple syrup producer from Sunderland
says. Paul took part in the Memorial parade. “Bruce was
very good with people of all ages and took a real interest in

The Ontario Agricultural Conferences presents....

Plantmg Knowledge,

Prosperity.

REGISTRATION OPENS:

November1, 2025

Virtual and IN-PERSON Options Available

SWAC In-Person Registration
closes December 9th, 2025

southwestagconference.ca

WORKSHOP: Knowing Sprayers -
Pre-Registration Required

people. He had
advanced knowl-
edge from his
farm background
along with all he
learned at Utica
(Green Tractors
now  Premier
Equipment). I
have known him
since the mid
¢70’s and he was
always highly re-
spected. We all
liked him a lot.”

Ron Smalley
was Bruce’s
neighbor. “Bruce was a remarkable man, he was a gentleman.
I remember one night I got a call from older people who ran
out of oil for their furnace. The automatic fill-up didn’t hap-
pen and it was so cold that night. I called Bruce. Bruce
worked at the furnace and I put in jerry cans full of fuel- and
Bruce got that house warm for these people. Bruce could fix
anything,” he says. He added it was that fixing ability that
led Bruce into getting a vintage 1930’s car that he used to
chauffeur people in the community around in.

It was no surprise to Bruce’s neighbor that an incredible
135 tractors were part of Bruce’s memorial parade, “Bruce
had so many families, he had his own family, a work family,
a Church family and a community family.”

It was a Saturday and Bruce was on his home farm where
he was totally content caring for the land that his grandfather
and father once owned. He was a man of Faith with the
Sandford United Church. He was called Home suddenly this
Saturday, October 18th. He was 74 years old.

When we see a rainbow in the sky and hay fields ready to
be cut, we will remember the great John Deere legend, gen-
tleman Bruce Smith.

SWACES

outh\West- Agricultural - Conference

Green filled the road as 130+ tractors
honoured the life and legacy of Bruce
Smith.

January 6 & 7, 2026

University of Guelph,
Ridgetown Campus

Jan 6™ ONLY
Stories that Grow Trust

Terry O'Reilly

m PRIDE SEEDS

Jan 7" ONLY
Reignite!
Dr. Jody Carrington

L
syngenta.

LIVESTREAMING AND RECORDED SESSIONS INCLUDED WITH ALL REGISTRATIONS
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EDITORIAL

A December Message of Appreciation and Holiday Warmth

The December issue of
Farm View is, without ques-
tion, my favourite one to put
together each year. It’s the
perfect way to ease into the
spirit of the season. I love the
colourful ads wishing clients
and customers a Merry
Christmas, the warm holiday
greetings from our contribu-
tors, and the wonderful sea-
sonal stories and articles.
And of course, you’ll still
find a healthy dose of news
mixed in.

Be sure to check out the
ag calendar as you plan your
events and seminars for the
coming months. There are
plenty of educational opportunities to help carry you through
the winter.

Clearview Township continues its battle with the Depart-
ment of National Defense regarding the proposed Arctic
Over-the-Horizon Radar project. If you’re looking for more
information on this important issue, please take a moment
to visit the links below and consider signing the e-petition.
Your support matters—not just for Clearview farmers, but
for all of us. If the government is permitted to take productive
farmland in Clearview, what’s stopping them from doing
the same elsewhere?

You can find coverage in the October and November

Roslyn Watkins
Publisher/Editor
Farm View Newspaper
farmview@on.aibn.com

tions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-6829)

As this year comes to a close, I want to offer my sincere
thanks to everyone who has supported the publication. To
the writers who share their talent and insight, and to the ad-
vertisers whose support helps keep these pages going—I'm
truly grateful. And to you, the readers, who continue to
follow along, encourage, and engage with each issue—thank
you. Your interest and loyalty make this work meaningful.

It has been a wonderful year, and I deeply appreciate each
of you. Wishing you a joyful holiday season, a very Merry
Christmas, and a happy, healthy New Year. May the season
bring warmth, peace, and time with the people who matter
most.

Take care of yourselves and one another,
Roslyn Watkins

Read your

N
@ @g Snapshot

Carolyn

Morri)

Raillence
Paunch

yack and Clover

Farm View is available at the following
agricultural businesses.

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon,
Baxter and Lindsay

BARRIE KOA (Seasonally)

BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC.
BRADFORD GREENHOUSE Barrie
CHARWEN FARMS

COLLINGWOOD FUELS

COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE
COUNTRY DEPOT

DALSTON STORE

DEREK'’S DIESEL SERVICE INC.

DOUBLE JB FEEDS

FOODLAND in Elmvale

FOUR CEDARS CAFE & CONVENIENCE
HAMILTON BROS.

HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally)

HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville
HURON TRACTOR, Stayner

KEVIN BARKER AUCTIONS in Lindsay
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza
McLAREN EQUIPMENT Phelpston
NEIGHBOURS COUNTRY DEPOT
NICHOLYN FARMS

ONTARIO STOCK YARDS

PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC.

SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford

STEER ENTERPRISES

STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and
Stayner

issues of Farm View as well as the following links.
Creemore Echo coverage
[https://creemore.com/2025/10/17/residents-launch-peti-
tion-in-fight-against-dnd -
radar/](https://creemore.com/2025/10/17/residents-launch-
petition-in-fight-against-dnd-radar/)
CTV News — MP Terry Dowdall
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gljB2cpRQM&list=

_%M THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza

£

Y

The Farm View is delivered to these business
between the 25th and 29th of each month and
copies are available while supplies last. If you
would like the Farm View mailed directly to your
home, one year subscriptions can be purchased for
$45.00. Contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail

PLLzZzHOgGvydCkft30K8grKY2C706jxrgr-
&index=3](https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2g[jB2cpRQ
M&list=PLLzHOgGvydCk{t30K8grKY2C706jxrgr-&in-
dex=3)

Senator Rob Black

[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7P2jn7WO0Ik](https:
/Iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=q7P2jn7WO0Ik)

CBC News report

At the recent Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, Farm View
reporter Don Beaulieu caught up with writer Carolyn
Morris and lain Morris of Railfence Books, who were
busy at their sales table sharing stories that delight
readers young and old. Find out where Railfence
Books will be next www.railfencebooks.com. More cov-
erage of the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair on page 25.

8 Luella Blvd Minesing, ON L9X O0W7 or email
farmview(@on.aibn.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They
should be fewer than 300 words and deal with a

[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiMv3BvvIng](https —Photo by Don Beaulieu

/Iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=DiMv3BvvIng)
Sign the petition

single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be
signed, including your full name, address and
daytime phone number. All letters are subject

Ad/News DEADLINE for the January Farm View

[https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/De- is December 14th. to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls
tails?Petition=e-6829](https://www.ourcommons.ca/peti- 5 ty- P )
) ) OFA Members Service Representative:
FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 4Sth Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276 email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca
ROSlyll Watkins ;4 7 Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444 email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca
The 5 N’s Publishing House OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and York:
. . mn Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126 email: paul.maurice @ofa.on.ca
8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON LgX oW7 OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County:
Phone (705) 722-0138 Mark Reusser: email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca
e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com v o
£ (’ In memory of 2024-2025 Executive — Simcoe County
Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com - . . President: Dave Ritchie 705-534-4017
b Jill Beischer Vice President: Donna Jebb 705-623-8065
. . ' PAC Member: Colin Elliott
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community SCFA Phone: 705-726-9300 ext 1224
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, simcty.fed.agriculture @outlook.com
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural = Vi it ts taf f .
home owners informed about local and national news that affects am_] (20 a S5 10 presep Gl elilnniel? Varymg 2024-2025 Executive — York Region
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. pomt;, Of. V|ew_fr.om the agricultural community. President: Paul Reesor 905-294-1485
Editorial opinions are freely expressed by Contact YRFA:  york@ofa.on.ca
. individual authors.
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$45.00 including HST for 12 issues President: Bill McCutcheon 519-766-7905
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JOHN DEERE

Premier

Equipment premierequipment.ca

PREMIER SERVIC

2 INSPECTID

Save on all the best John Deere I

: i?y I(l)thln.gandcollectlblei |;'¥A:|R"-K ) AB@ R
©- W \'REPAIRS

'N BOOKED R |
3RUARY 15, 2026
AND INSPECTED BY

MARCH 31, 2026

NOTHING RUNS
LIKE A DEERE |

Visit us in-store to scratch a card
and reveal great savings
[10 - 50% OFF] or a chance to

WIN YOUR PURCHASE

BOOK NOW

Call your local Service Department!

. ;‘-, .“_w‘ ¥ g _*' _-'

WI'NTER:" PARTS ORD ERE

Great savings,
plus TAMA REBATE!

Get an additional

on December orders!

% SCAN HERE

e about the
et vira ap Sale!
: . : : i
Stack up the savings with Premier’s Winter Net Wrap Sale - in effect until December 31, 2025. Deferred payment options available % % Sctﬁr!\mlm!:!UE‘eRE
As well, participants are eligible to ‘price-lock’ up to 20% in additional wrap purchased in-season at the until November 15, 2026! Ask for details. =i Winter Parts Order Program!

special Net Wrap Early Order Sale CASH price. Additional $44 Tama rebate not included.
Place your order today for delivery April 2026.

Snow blowers
owers are the #1 seIIm " N
brand in the world. /‘ -y : y : available now!

As yourlocalPremlerrep g

Alliston Stouffville Nobleton
(705) 453-7551 (905) 640-2692 (905) 859-0581 5 TIHL
4896 Dean Drive 14183 Highway #48 6770 King Road West HONDA
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Celebrating 60 Excellent Years at Grey Bruce Farmers’ Week

Grey Bruce Farmers” Week (GBFW) is
celebrating a major milestone — 60 years
of agricultural learning, connection, and
community! Since 1966, GBFW has been a
January tradition for farmers across Ontario.
The 2026 conference will run January 7th —
12th at the Elmwood Community Centre,
with the option to attend in person or online
via livestream from anywhere.

This six-day educational event includes
Beef, Dairy, Goat, Sheep, Horse, and Crops
Days — each packed with practical insight,
industry updates, and networking opportu-
nities. Participants attending in Elmwood
can browse the tradeshow featuring local
businesses, organizations, and equipment
suppliers, enjoy a hearty roast beef lunch
(plus local lamb and goat on their respective
days), and pick up some exclusive 60th An-
niversary GBFW swag!

All attendees — both in-person and virtual
— will have access to recordings of the
day(s) they registered for, as well as all On-
Demand presentations, for 30 days after the
event. This makes it easy to revisit sessions
or catch any that were missed.

Organizers extend sincere thanks to the
local agribusiness community, whose spon-
sorships and exhibitor support make the
event possible. More than 120 businesses
and organizations are expected to participate
this year, underscoring the strong agricultural
network that GBFW continues to build.

Agenda Highlights

¥ Beef Day — Wednesday, January 7:
Keynote presentation: Beef Market Outlook

for 2026 with Anne Wasko, Market Analyst
from Gateway Livestock. To wrap up the
day, Bullseye: Hitting the Mark in Sire Se-
lection — an interactive afternoon panel ex-
ploring the art and science of choosing top-
performing bulls. Topics will also include
common nutrition issues in beef cattle, in-
dustry updates, and maximizing benefits
from manure.

. Dairy Day — Thursday, January 8: Vet-
erinarian and dairy farmer Dr. Jodi
Wallace presents Im-
proving  Dairy
Herd Fertility,
followed by
a  panel
discus-
sion,
Raising
Healthy,
Thriving
Calves, featuring
respected producers
and a veterinarian. Topics will
also include dairy farm succession planning,
updates on the industry, and economics of
dairy farming.

% Goat Day — Friday, January 9: Two
keynote speakers on goat dairy nutrition,
Jelle Vogels and Maksym Baranok from
Netherlands based company, Vitalvé, will
present Maximizing Return Over Feed. Top-
ics will also include mastering goat kid wean-
ing, insights from the meat processing in-
dustry, and goat research updates.

1 Sheep Day — Saturday, January 10:

CREWSON

INSURANCE BROKERS

INSURANCE STILL DESERVES A HUMAN CONNECTION
FARM ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢« RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Scott Horner

Agricultural Account Manager

THE

Aj COMMONWELL

MUTUAL INSURANCE GROUP

519.925.3145

scott@crewson insurance.com

Two keynote presentations: Solar Grazing
with Justin Woodward from Good Energy
Partners and Training and Using Herding
Dogs on Your Livestock Operation with
Steven Rosvold, Owner and Operator of
Floating S Ranch and FSR Stock Dogs, Man-
itoba. The day will conclude with a producer
panel on Grass & Pasture Management. Top-
ics will also include turning fleece to fabric,
sheep gastrointestinal parasitism manage-
ment, and sheep feeding systems.

» Horse Day — Sun-
day, January 11:
Join one of
Canada’s
first vet-
erinarians

to achieve

Board

Certifica-
tion in Equine
Dentistry, Dr. Ian
Bishop, for his

keynote presentation Equine
Dentistry. The day will also feature a panel
discussion on favourite training drills with
professional horse trainers. Topics will also
include training driving horses, incorporating
haylage into horse feed, and how different
bits impact a horse’s performance.

" Crops Day — Monday, January 12:
Keynote presentation: Road Safety in the
Agricultural Industry with Cody Hammer
and Ryan Nichols from the Ministry of
Transportation. The Autonomous Ag Frontier
panel will explore the use of autonomous

machines in agriculture. Topics will also in-
clude crop market updates, nitrogen man-
agement in corn crops, and reflections and
insights about agriculture — past, present and
future!

PLUS - so many more on-demand pre-
sentations, with topics ranging from mental
wellness in agriculture and preventing rural
theft and fraud, to emerging livestock tech-
nology, artificial intelligence in dairy man-
agement, and building a more sustainable
dairy sector. You’ll also find insights into re-
gional crop performance through the Great
Lakes YEN, updates on OSCIA programs,
natural and home remedies for small rumi-
nants, and an overview of local stewardship
initiatives through the Georgian Farm Stew-
ardship Collaborative.

For full agendas, speaker bios, exhibitors,
sponsors and to register, visit www.gbfw.ca,
email info@greyagservices.ca, or call 519-
986-3756.

Livestream tickets must be purchased on-
line, while in-person tickets can also be
bought online or at the door (cash, cheque,
or debit). Online ticket sales open in early
December.

Follow GBFW on social media:

Facebook & X (Twitter): @GBFarmer-
sWeek

Instagram: @GB_FarmersWeek

Hashtag: #GBFW26

Join us as we celebrate 60 years of Grey
Bruce Farmers’ Week — honouring the past,
empowering the present, and inspiring the
next generation of agriculture!

sRADBURY
.

Small Family Farm Inc.
e ]

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed
www.BradburyFarm.com
Humanely Raised (by us):

Beef « Chicken « Pork « Turkey

Livestock Feeds  Pet Food + Miller’s Dairy
Maple Syrup * Honey & much more!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours.
Thank you'

VISIt our Farm Shop! 4043 2nd Line - Cookstown 705-816-2917
www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com

We also carry:

-

The quiet hush of winter brings a
warmth we cannot see,

A gentle glow of hope that settles

where our hearts may be.
In every small and simple act, a little
light is born,
Soft as candle flame that guides us

through the darkest morn.

For Christmas isn’t found in gifts, but

in the love we share—
A timeless kind of miracle that lmgers .t
in the air. .
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AGRO

A local, full service Ag retailer providing agronomic
solutions to increase productivity and profitability on your farm.

From the staff at Holmes Agro, we thank you for your business
in 2025. We value our relationship and we look forward to

worling to_grow with yoew in the year to come.

Wishing you and your family a safe and happy holiday season!
ORANGEVILLE STAYNER REDICKVILLE
1.800.668.3047 1.866.388.8002 519.925.3138

WWW.HOLMESAGRO.COM
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Leadership and Excellence: South Simcoe 4-H at the Impact
Conference and the Royal Winter Fair Reports and photos submitted by Simcoe County 4-H

South Simcoe 4-H
Cookstown Beef Club

The South Simcoe 4-H Cookstown Beef Club had three
4-H members compete in the 2025 Masterfeeds National
Junior Beef Heifer Competition on November 7th & 8th at
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. Photos below are of Mor-
gan Gilpin with his Hereford heifer, Ben Gilpin (bottom
right) with his Shorthorn heifer and Kylee Chantler (bottom
left) with her Hereford heifer.

Learn Learn
Doing et Doing

Six South Simcoe 4-H members attended The Impact Conference held at Oakville on October 17th - 19th. 4-H
members learned about careers, volunteering and making a difference in their community. An enjoyable time
was had by everyone who participated in the conference.

Call today to talk about grain marketing
strategies because we understand that
every kernel counts!

(= as

and Happy New Year

DUNKERRON
ELEVATORS INC.

YOO

Family owned and operated
Est. 1989 for over 30 years!

4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON LOG 1W0 (905) 939-7494 www.dunkerronelevators.ca @)
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Fun Farm Science presented by the curious bon Beaviieu
The farmer, his neuropathic
pain and the cow fence

Electric catfish live in the waters of the
Nile and other rivers in Africa. These elec-
tric catfish (Malapterurus electricus) are
a high-voltage electric fish. Its shock can
cause temporary numbness and pain relief,
though this is more by accident than design.
Ancient healers may have used, or at least
observed, this numbing effect.

This natural electric discharge can tem-
porarily interrupt or confuse pain signals
in a similar way, though obviously without
the precision or safety controls of modern
devices.

The modern medical echo of this is TENS
therapy (Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve
Stimulation), a safe, controlled descendant
of those early experiments. Documented
improbable electrical treatments for pain
relief are not restricted to shocks from the
Nile River catfish.

Shocking relief for farmer

Here in Canada, “An Interesting Case” is
described by Professor Jock Murray of the
Division of Neurology, Dalhousie Universi-
ty, Nova Scotia, Canada, in which he relates
the bespoke treatment that a Canadian farm-
er had developed for himself, alleviating
constant pain in his leg. It involved a novel
use for a Canadian Cooperative Electrical
Cow Fence Machine.

“When he awoke with pain each morning
he would dress and walk to the pasture, take
off the boot on his painful right foot, and
place it on the damp earth. Then he would
grab the fence wire with his
right hand to experience a
repetitive jolt of electricity.
He would hold on until the
pain in his leg waned and
then disappeared over 8—10
minutes.”

In the winter months, he
brought the machine in-
doors and rigged it up to
a metal saw blade which
he stood on to receive the
shocks.

Professor Murray de-
scribed a visit to the farm-

/A\WARNING A

ELECTRIC
FENCE

er’s house to witness the treatment as such:

“He led me to the basement where the
electrical machine was sitting on a shelf.
Shaking off his boot he placed his foot on
the saw blade, grabbed the metal pipe with
his hand, and flicked the switch with his
free hand. His body stiffened briefly to the
pulsating jolts from the clicking machine.
He stopped the machine after a few min-
utes and turned to me. “Want to try it now,
Doc?”

The treatment evidently worked well and
the farmer continued its use for many years.
He did not feel the need for any further
(conventional) medical assistance.

TENS therapy is used today for chronic
pain, muscle soreness, arthritis, nerve pain,
and sometimes even during labor; all con-
trolled and adjustable, unlike early fish-or-
fence-powered versions!

General warning

For anyone with or who knows someone
with a pacemaker or defibrillator: Avoid
electric shocks of any kind, whether from
fences, faulty wiring, TENS units, or wild-
life. Even brief exposures could cause tem-
porary interference or, in rare cases, device
malfunction. If exposure happens and the
person feels dizzy, faint, or notices irregu-
lar heartbeats afterward, seek medical at-
tention immediately.

Farm life is full of surprises, but some
shocks are better left unplanned. Novelty/
gag “shocking” pens, lighters, or hand-
shake buzzers might get a
laugh but if someone on the
farm has a pacemaker or
heart implant, these items
are dangerous to them. Even
a quick jolt can confuse a
pacemaker, temporarily in-
terfere with its pacing, or,
in rare cases, reset it. The
shock might be small, but
the risk is real.

Moral of the story: On the
farm, stick to practical jokes
that don’t deliver electricity.
No shock is a safe shock.

f

The Importance of Agricultural
Engagement in local planning

By Leah Emms, OFA representative

As 2025 winds down, the changing
weather reminds us that another busy year
in the fields is coming to a close—a perfect
time to reflect on challenges overcome and
lessons learned. While 2025 has presented
its share of challenges, it also offers a chance
to prepare and plan for a strong year ahead.

Municipal Official Plans and Comprehen-
sive Zoning By-laws shape the future of our
communities. They guide how land will be
used, what types of development are permit-
ted, and how growth will be managed over
the long term. For farmers, engagement in
these planning processes is essential to pro-
tect farmland, support farm operations, and
ensure municipal decisions reflect agricul-
tural realities.

Official Plans outline a municipality’s
long-term priorities, including growth, envi-
ronmental protection, transportation, infra-
structure, and land use. Zoning By-laws im-
plement these policies through regulations
governing permitted farm uses, building lo-
cations, on-farm diversified activities, and
setbacks. Together, they form the framework
within which farms operate. When agricul-
tural perspectives are not considered, policies
may unintentionally restrict farm operations
or fail to accommodate evolving practices.

Agriculture often receives recognition in
planning documents as a somewhat protected
land use, but decision-makers frequently
overlook a critical point: it is farm viability,
not just zoning, that keeps land in agricultural
production. Policies that reduce flexibility,
limit diversification, or add unnecessary costs
can leave farmland “protected” on paper but
increasingly difficult to operate in practice.
Understanding this distinction is essential
for maintaining a productive agricultural sec-
tor.

Many policies may appear unrelated to
agriculture but can have unintended conse-
quences. Urban design guidelines can influ-
ence rural road standards and restrict move-
ment of large farm equipment. Natural
heritage policies designed to protect sensitive
features can limit routine farm practices or

require costly studies. “Active transporta-
tion” initiatives, such as trails or cycling net-
works, can create challenges including tres-
passing, crop damage, garbage left behind,
and biosecurity risks for crops and livestock.
Even growth management policies in settle-
ment areas can increase development pres-
sure on surrounding farmland. These impacts
often only become apparent after policies
are implemented, when they are more diffi-
cult to address.

By participating early in the review
process, farmers and agricultural organiza-
tions can identify where well-intentioned
policies conflict with practical farm needs.
Their input helps ensure planning decisions
support, rather than hinder, farm operations,
protect long-term viability, and recognize
agriculture as a dynamic, evolving industry.
Farmers are encouraged to stay informed and
review proposed changes, and they can also
reach out to see if their local Federation is
preparing a response. Engaging through the
Federation can strengthen individual efforts
and provide a coordinated voice on key plan-
ning issues.

Farming is stressful, and mental health is
critical to sustaining farmers and their fami-
lies. In Ontario, resources are available
through Agriculture Wellness Ontario. Ac-
cessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year, in English, French, and Spanish,
farm families, farm employees, and spouses
and dependents of farm employees can ac-
cess free, unlimited mental health counselling
by calling 1-866-267-6255. Simply search
“Agriculture Wellness Ontario” to find more
information and support. Reaching out is a
sign of strength, and help is always avail-
able.

Municipal planning decisions directly in-
fluence the future of agriculture. Engaging
in Official Plan and Zoning By-law reviews
is a proactive way to safeguard farmland,
strengthen operations, and ensure a sustain-
able agricultural sector.

Wishing you peace, joy, and love this sea-
son and a prosperous 2026!

;ﬁx{

DOWDALL ™

-

1-866-435-1809 * TerryDowdallmp.ca * Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca
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Donkeys and the Christmas Story

\]ﬂlage
stories

by Andrew Hind

The humble donkey plays an out-
sized role in Christmas lore. A manger
without a donkey would be incomplete,
and the image of a pregnant Mary
being carried toward the Christ-
mas Star hanging over Bethlehem
is iconic.

And yet, the Bible makes no
mention of a donkey in any part
of the Christmas story. So how
did this animal become so intrin-
sically connected to the holiday?

It’s important to recognize that
simply because no donkey was
mentioned in the Bible doesn’t
mean one wasn’t present. In fact,
common sense implies that a don-
key was in fact an important part ©
the story of Jesus’ birth. After all, a
heavily pregnant Mary wouldn’t have
made it the 90 miles from Nazareth to
Bethlehem without a donkey carrying
her.

In a more sacred sense, the presence
of a donkey in the Christmas story ful-
filled the prophecy in the Old Testament
that the Messiah would come riding on
a donkey.

Warmest wishes for a safe and happy holiday season. Thank you for your valued support.

Kids Colouring Contest with Draw Prize! Submit by December 13. Details at HuronTractor.com/Christmas

The donkey also plays a role in an-
other seminal moment in Jesus’ life, his
entering of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
While he could have ridden a horse,
which would have been more befitting
of a leader, he chose a donkey as a re-
flection of humility and humbleness.
So, the donkey is very much tied to the
character of Jesus, which likely helps
explain why later church leaders began
to include donkey in a prominent way.

The first written evidence that we

have of the donkey being given impor-
tance in the Christmas story was in the
7th century Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew
includes a donkey at Jesus' birth. In
1223, St Francis of Assisi created what
is generally considered the first docu-
mented nativity, complete with a don-
key. The Jesuits of Prague built the first
nativity scene as we know it today, don-
key and all, in the mid-16th century.

The donkey had become so sacred
to the Christmas that in medieval
France no holiday season was complete
without the Feast of the Ass, which hon-
ored the role played in the Nativity by
the humble donkey. For the ceremony
a donkey was brought into the church
for a special service. At the end, and
before the congregants dispersed for
their meals, the priest and the congre-
gation joined together to bray like don-
keys.

Eventually, this and other
lighthearted celebrations became
frowned upon by the church and
by the time the Jesuits were cre-
ating their nativity scenes the
celebration had all but disap-
peared from France.

The donkey became part of
the secular holiday as well. In
some parts of the world, such as
Switzerland and Mexico, Santa
Claus traditionally arrives on
Christmas Eve via donkey.

And any child born after 1977
would have been raised with the
Rankin-Bass stop-motion holiday spe-
cial Nestor the Long-Eared Christmas
Donkey, which blends the holy story
with that of Santa and his elves.

Over the course over two centuries,
the unassuming donkey cemented for
itself an integral role in the Christmas
story. If only for one season, it stands
above any other barnyard animal in
stature and importance.

Shop John Deere toys, clothing and merchandise in store or online at Shop.HuronTractor.com

@) JoHN DEerRE | || Huron TrACTOR

STAYNER | (705) 466-6232 | HuronTractor.com

Agricultural Anecdotes
from A
Farmer Tim

“@\%‘Wﬁ'@/@" )

There’s something about the first snowfall that
hits a farmer a little differently.

As those first flakes drift down, the world seems
to pause. The fields that worked so hard all season
finally get their rest, and it’s funny how the snow
seems to cover not just the ground, but the noise of
the world.

Everything slows down. The cows move a little
slower, I definitely move slower, the barn feels a
little warmer, and my morning coffee somehow
tastes better. I feel less guilty about a long fireside
nap.

It’s a feeling of both relief and reflection. Relief
that the year’s field work is mostly behind us, the
crops are in, the animals are fed, and the barns are
full of feed. It is also a reflection about every early
morning, every long night, every prayer for rain,
and every moment the land gave back what we put
into it.

The first snow reminds us that farming, like the
seasons, is a circle. It is not an ending, but a gentle
pause. It’s a time to breathe, to be thankful, to take
stock of all we’ve done, and to dream quietly of
what next spring will bring. I have another year
ahead to try again.

To a farmer, that first snowfall isn’t just weather
— it’s peace.

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has
been sharing his stories through social media for
many years. Tim is quoted saying
“All farmers need to get their stories out there
and have fun while they do it!”



December 2025 FARM VIEW Page 11

Worth a Chuckle...

and life lessons
by Aunt Hazel

Festive Chuckles for the Slightly
Chaotic Christmas Spirit

I’'m trying to get into the Christmas spirit,
but | can’t get the darn bottle open.

My favourite winter activity is going back
inside where it’s warm.

If you are praying for a blizzard, go to
Dairy Queen.

Dear Santa, | would like a new birthday
suit this year. My current one is old,
wrinkled and sagging.

If your birth year starts with 19... this is
your reminder NOT to sit on the floor to
wrap presents.

Sing Christmas carols at work until they
send you home.

Don’t go into debt showing
people how much you love
them, don’t go home to
friends or family if it
damages your mental
health, and if someone
comments on your weight,
eat them.

Celebrating the Season with Care and Caution

By Dennis Gannon

The holiday season is upon us. A
time to connect with family and
friends. It will be a time of travel, dec-

orating, shopping and food preparation.
Certainly a busy time and one where we

should not let our guard down as far as safety
is concerned. Here are some tips on how to enjoy the season
and keep it safe at the same time.

Let’s start with shopping. Many shop from the comfort
of home using many of the online shopping sites. If a deal
seems too good, it likely is. Watch for scammers offering
top quality goods at a price so low you don’t want to miss it.
Chances are it is a scam and diligence is needed. When out
shopping, try to do so during daylight hours and if you are
out at night park in a well lit area. Protect yourself from
theft by keeping valuable items out of sight and the doors
locked. Never leave your wallet, purse or portable computer
devices in your vehicle. They are items that can quickly dis-
appear.

Keep your vehicle in good repair and it is a good idea to
never let your gas tank get below half. When travelling any
distance tell others where you are going and when you expect
to arrive. Winter travel is unpredictable and having an emer-
gency kit in your vehicle is a wise choice. Keep your cell
phone charged and install the What3Words app. Not only
can emergency responders use it but family and friends when
you want to meet up.

Decorating makes a home very festive. A live Christmas
tree requires plenty of water to keep it fresh. Check the water
levels on a regular basis and when the needles are dropping
consider that it is likely time to take it out. Lights brighten
up the inside and outside. All lights and extension cords
need to be checked for breaks and fraying. They also must
be certified by an approval authority. The same goes for
power bars. Overloading circuits can cause electrical fires.
Candles provide a nice glow. Consider battery powered de-

We wish you a day of joy,
a season of cheer,
and health and happiness
throughout the new year!

From everyone at the
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

vices and if using a burning candle keep it away from flam-
mable materials and surfaces and blow them out when leav-
ing the room, house or when going to bed.

Cooking is one of the leading causes of fires. There can
be many distractions during the holidays. Remain in the
kitchen while frying, grilling or broiling food. When leaving
the kitchen, turn off the stove. Use a timer to remind you
when the items should be done. Oven mitts and towels do
not belong on the door of the oven. Keep a kids free zone
around the range and where hot food and drinks are prepared
of at least 3 feet. Alcohol and cooking don’t go together.
Refrain from using any cooking devices if you are drinking
alcohol or using recreational drugs. Cooking requires your
full attention and it should not be interfered with.

Checking your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide de-
tectors must be a regular practice. If you have guests staying
over, make sure that you review your fire safety plan with
them so they know at least 2 ways out and where the meeting
place is.

The holiday season is a time to be filled with joy and ex-
citement. Let’s keep it that way by following the guidelines.

Happy Holidays and may the New Year bring you many
blessings.

MCLA REN @

EQUIPMENT

) 705-734-2424 H_ INFO@MCLARENEQUIPMENT.COM
9 3464 HORSESHOE VALLEY RD W, PHELPSTON

ESTD 1993

As the season of giving
draws near, we're
grateful for the hard-
working farmers who
keep our fields and
communities thriving.
Just like you, we're
here to dig deep, lay
strong foundations, and
prepare for the future.

It has been a pleasure serving you in 2025!

“/'s',{l FOR

We want to thank our loyal customers for choosing us to be
part of your growth. Whether it's through drainage solutions or
excavation, we're here to support your success in the year
ahead. Merry Christmas from all of us at:

LIDAY
You

D.L.G. Farm Drainage  Greg 705-623-0211
dlgfarmdrain @outlook.com

D.L.G Excavation & Trucking Rob 705-331-5371
dlgexcavationandtrucking @gmail.com

Elmvale, Ontario
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<9 AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
f'\ ,‘/Q

The end of the year brings no greater joy
than the opportunity to express to you
Season’s Greetings and good wishes.

May your holidays and
New Year be filled with joy!

/‘
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Alliance
1V} Agri-Turt

BOLTON BAXTER IVY LINDSAY MOUNT ALBERT FENELON FALLS
905-857-2000  705-435-4368 705-424-1410 1-888-377-7888 905-473-2449 705-887-2701
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Celebrating
Our
Agricultural
Community
This Holiday
Season

I want to take a moment
to extend my warmest
wishes to the hardworking
farmers, producers, and
agri-food leaders across
Simcoe North. This time of
year offers a chance to
pause, reflect, and celebrate
all that we’ve accom-
plished together.

It has been another pro-
ductive year for Ontario’s
agriculture sector with the
recently announced $41
million in new investments
in agricultural research in-
frastructure through the
Ontario Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Agribusi-
ness. This funding will help
build a new poultry re-
search centre in Elora, and
a feed innovation centre,
and upgrades to the dairy
education  centre  in
Ridgetown. These projects
are designed to strengthen
our research capacity, sup-
port innovation, and ensure
Ontario farmers have the
tools and knowledge to
stay competitive and re-
silient for years to come.

It is inspiring to witness
the strength and adaptabil-
ity of our rural communi-
ties. Whether it’s facing un-
predictable weather, supply
chain challenges, or chang-
ing markets, the agri-food
sector continues to demon-
strate remarkable leader-
ship, collaboration, and
care for one another. Your
dedication keeps Ontario’s
food supply strong and
supports families across the
province.

As 2026 approaches, |
look forward to continuing
to work with you to
strengthen our agricultural
communities, support local
innovation, and ensure a
strong future for the next
generation of Ontario farm-
ers.

Wishing you and your
families, a joyful holiday
season and a happy,
healthy, and prosperous
new year.

The Value Behind the Organic Price Tag

It’s common to wonder: Why does organic
cost more? But first, we want to bust the
myth and note that organic doesn’t always
cost more, and is often comparable in price
to conventional goods. In fact, this Canadian
case study found that in some instances, com-
mon organic grocery items were actually
cheaper than the conventional alternative.

When organic does cost more, it can be
because:

- Organic farming is more labour intensive
and requires more space. For example, there
is a limit to how many organic animals can
be in a designated space, and natural fertility
building strategies like green manures mean
organic farmland is not always planted with
a crop destined for market.

- Organic producers and processors are
required to keep meticulous records from
seed to sale, and pay an annual fee for certi-
fication of their products.

- Conventional food benefits from a well
organized supply chain with high volumes
and competition among retailers. This can
hide the true costs of growing and selling
food.

This is all to say that when you buy or-
ganic, you are investing in more than just
good food:

Organic is Good for the Planet

Organic farms do not use synthetic chem-
icals — promoting healthy soil, clean water,
and strengthened biodiversity; benefits
proven across Canada and [Ontario] alike.
The Canadian Organic Regime (COR), es-
tablished in 2009, ensures integrity and en-
vironmental stewardship across the supply
chain. Organic agriculture is a viable mech-
anism for tackling climate change with lower
energy use, reduced greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, improved soil sequestration (a
fancy word for holding on to carbon), and
increased resilience. In fact, organic farming
reduces GHG emissions by 35% per acre
and 15% per unit of production. It also uses

up to 50% less energy and is up to 40% more
energy efficient, based on long-term Prairie
trails.

Organic is Good for Communities

Because organic is more labour-intensive,
organic agriculture creates more year-round
labour opportunities and stimulates rural
economies. In Canada in 2024, the organic
sector accounted for $9.01 billion in retail
food sales and supported small-scale farms
and jobs.

Organic is Good for Farmers

While results vary by crop, organic pro-
duction delivers 117% higher net returns on
average. If that’s not enough, farmers and
farmworkers experience reduced exposure
to synthetic inputs.

Good for Consumers

When it comes to long-term health, studies
find that organic food exposes consumers to
less pesticide residue. Additionally, con-
sumers can know with certainty that organic
certified goods adhere to increased standards
for animal welfare including larger space re-
quirements. Overall, organic is fixated on
developing healthy soil without synthetic in-
puts or pesticides leading to healthy soil,
healthy water and healthy communities.

Organic products may come at a higher
price, but that cost reflects intentional
choices: rigorous standards, enriched soil,
healthy food, strong communities, and a re-
silient future. Especially here in [Ontario]
and Canada, choosing organic helps build
food systems rooted in health, fairness, and
sustainability.

Each purchase contributes to farms that
prioritize the environment, empower local
economies, protect farmworkers, and pro-
mote long-term well-being.

In essence, the price of organic is an in-
vestment in a future where food, land, and
communities thrive together.

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including:
Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning
and assisting with Government Grant Applications

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6
Tel: (705) 728-7461 www.powelljones.ca

The Brightest Joy

The Warmest CM
The Greatest WWM&&

Thanks to all of our fine friends and
customers for making this
year so very enjoyable.

We owe our success to your
loyal support.

N

4/7 Farm & Truck Service

905-939-8964

northwaytire@outlook.com

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

Eli Noble
Masonry Specialist

905-904-1570
ednoble2@gmail.com

Service areas include
Barrie, Durham and the GTA

Contact us for all your marketing needs

Now Receiving Soybeans, Corn and Wheat

111

Call or go to the website for up-to-date pricing

2V ar 5é \\' "

e iy

Merry ¥

Christmas

Sending you and your family
our warmest wishes

.y fromall of us at Addis Grain.

in Oro-Medonte
705-720-0431

Now online... Up-to-date Cash bids for old and new crop"cd'i'_ri, soys and wheat

Visit us online at WWW.addisgrain.com
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Ambherst Island Family Receives 2025 DLF

Sheep Pasture Award

Gayla Bonham-Carter and Scott Bade of Footflats Farm
on Ambherst Island are the recipient of the 2025 DLF Sheep
Pasture Award, The award, sponsored by DLF, the Ontario
Forage Council, and Ontario Sheep Farmers was presented
yesterday at the Ontario Sheep Farmers Annual General
Meeting and Lamb Banquet in Cambridge. For their excep-
tional pasture management, Footflats Farm received a cash
award of $250 and a bag of forage seed from DLF.

Gayla and Scott took over Footflats Farm from her grand-
parents, Mark Ritchie and Cherry Allen, four years ago. In
addition to the 180 acres at the home farm, they lease several
other pastures. Amherst Island, near Kingston, has a lot of
marginal land with heavy clay soil, which means a lot of
pasture land for those willing to fence it. Pastures are fenced
in 4-wire electric and rotated through with the ewes and
lambs. Their flock of 1,200 ewes is now entirely New
Zealand Coopworth and Gayla notes that they chose the
Coopworth for their strong maternal instincts out on pasture
with minimal inputs. They target the light lamb market at
around 701bs. The Coopworths are a medium sized sheep,
which is a good size for great feed conversion. Ewes are
wintered outside and there is a feedlot at the home farm to
finish lambs on. Gayla attributes part of their success to their
Prattley mobile handling system, which can be taken out
into the field to sort, drench, dock, wean, and vaccinate, al-
lowing them to handle the sheep wherever they are and pro-
vide more grazing opportunities. Looking towards the future,
they have started incorporating cattle into their grazing sys-
tem to rotate with the sheep, helping to keep the parasite
load down and freshen the feed up for the lambs.

Scott Fisher, Western Ontario Sales Manager with DLF,
commented, “Gayla and Scott run quite the operation. It’s
always encouraging to see resourcefulness and hard work
pay dividends. Some of the land used by their admission is
less than ‘stellar’ but through management and hard work,

P £ 4 / : ,/ f .l'-‘.*, ( !
From left to right: Scott Fisher from DLF, DLF Pasture
Award recipients Scott Bade and Gayla Bonham-Carter
from Foootflats Farm, Patricia Ellingwood from Ontario
Forage Council, Art Alblas from Ontario Sheep Farm-
ers.

they have created opportunity for themselves.”

“On behalf of the Ontario Forage Council, I would like to
extend our sincere congratulations to Gayla, Scott and family
on receiving this well-deserved recognition,” said Patricia
Ellingwood, General Manager of OFC. “Excellence in pas-
ture management is the foundation of a sustainable and pro-
ductive livestock industry, and Footflats Farms' commitment
to soil health, forage quality, and animal well-being sets an
inspiring example for producers across the province. Their
innovative approach and dedication to continuous improve-
ment reflect the very best of Ontario’s agricultural commu-
nity.”

Save the Date: 45th Annual Guelph
Organic Conference January 27-28, 2026

For its milestone year, the 2026 conference will
feature:
A New Venue: The historic Guelph Farmers’ Market
A New Schedule: The trade show will run Tuesday
afternoon and evening following the intensives, and
continue all day Wednesday.
A More Grassroots Experience: With easier parking,
improved opportunities to connect, and a community-
focused atmosphere, the conference is returning to its
roots while bringing fresh energy to the organic sector.
The Guelph Organic Conference continues to be a
premier national event, drawing farmers, processors,
retailers, researchers, and sustainability leaders from
across the country. This year, more than 500
participants are expected to attend.
Why Exhibit or Sponsor?
- Engage directly with 500+ farmers, processors,
retailers, and changemakers
- Showcase your brand to one of Canada’s most
dedicated and knowledgeable organic audiences
- Benefit from conference promotions, media visibility,
and onsite branding opportunities
- Support the growth and resilience of Canada’s organic
sector while forming meaningful, long-term
partnerships

The Organic Council of Ontario invites innovative and
passionate businesses, organizations, and advocates
to participate as exhibitors or sponsors at this landmark
45th anniversary event.
Get Involved
To discuss trade show opportunities, sponsorship
packages, or other ways to participate, please contact:
Courtney Rantz Events and Conference Coordinator
Email: conference @organiccouncil.ca
Phone: (519) 827-1221, ext. 119
https://organiccouncil.ca
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Contact Your BouMatic Dealer Today!
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The gold standard in every way
that matters - performance,
capacity, durability, weight
reduction, milkability and comfort.
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CHRIS BELL

CONTRACTING

ECRA/ESA LICENCE #7009919

MASTER ELECTRICIAN
(705) 721-7003

FULLY

INSURED

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDU

SERVICE UPGRADES | AUTOMATION INTEGRATION | CUSTOM ELECTRICAL
THECOOLFARMER@HOTMAIL.COM
www.chrisbellcontracting.ca

AUTOMATION
SPECIALIST

STRIAL SERVICES

0,

FUELS

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled,
professional and reliable installation and service

for more than 35 years.

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil,
Diesel and Gasoline

Our services include

¢ Oil tank installation and removal.
* Furnace installation and service.
* A/C installation and service.
* Hot water heater installation and service.
* Propane tank installation.

(aboveground and underground)
* Bulk fuel tank and pump installation.

705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7

www.collingwoodfuels.com
https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/

)
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LIMITED

info@collingwoodfuels.com
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A Fresh Start in Bloom: A Visit to Flourish Barrie’s Christmas Market

Story and photo by Roslyn Watkins

Quite a few years ago, I came across a gem of a flower
shop tucked just outside of Minesing, only about a ten-
minute drive from my home. I was delighted to discover
that they not only created gorgeous floral arrangements, but
also offered women in our community a remarkable oppor-
tunity through The Fresh Start Internship Program. At the
time, Farm View published an article highlighting the positive
impact this small business was already making.

Since then, Fleurish has continued to grow. They have
recently expanded to include a beautiful boutique and coffee
shop, creating an inviting space for both locals
and visitors. My daughter and I were thrilled
to have such a warm, welcoming place
nearby, made even better by the talents
of their exceptional barista, Jesselyn.

During the production phase of this
December 2025 issue of Farm View,
I took a moment to step away from
page proofs for a brief but memorable
break. My husband Shawn and I
headed to the annual Christmas Market
at Flourish Barrie—now one of the
city’s most inspiring community hubs.

Stepping inside, we were greeted by the

comforting scent of evergreens and fresh coffee,
along with the cheerful buzz of holiday conversation.
The market was a lively tapestry of local creativity. A wide
variety of vendors filled the space, offering Christmas crafts,
beautiful knits, handmade jewelry, and one-of-a-kind art-
work. Each table carried its own story, contributing to a fes-
tive atmosphere that invited you to slow down, browse, and
truly enjoy the moment.

Yet what makes Flourish Barrie exceptional runs deeper
than its holiday charm. At the heart of this social enterprise
is The Fresh Start Internship Program, dedicated to support-
ing women who face barriers that have prevented them from

BARN PAINTING & REPAIRS
CRAVEN MAINTENANCE

Residential & Commercial
EXTERIOR PAINTING
Over 25 Years Experience

- Barn painting - Pressure
washing & sand blasting
- Screw nailing - New barn
board installation & repairs
- Custom built barn doors
and repairs
- Metal roof installation
- Board and batten
installation - Soffit fascia &
eavestrough - Gunite
foundation spraying

Fully WSIB Insured and repair

1-877-726-5329 519-826-7422
Www.cravenmaintenance.ca

FREE ESTIMATES

morsholl w. driver
3 cremation & burial service

Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca
email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com

pursuing stable employment or meaningful life experiences.
The program focuses on building economic independence,
developing practical skills, and fostering a strong sense of
community support.

Fresh Start offers far more than training in floral design
or customer service. It provides a compassionate, encourag-
ing environment where participants can rebuild confidence,
uncover new strengths, and gain hands-on experience within
the shop. The initiative works to dismantle systemic obstacles
and promote a more inclusive, equitable workforce—ensur-
ing each woman is met with mentorship, dignity,
and real opportunities for growth.

As shoppers explored the vendor dis-
plays—trying on knitted mittens, admiring
handcrafted ornaments, and chatting with

local artisans—the positive energy in the
& room was unmistakable. There was a

' natural blend of creativity, purpose, and
community spirit, all strengthened by
the work Flourish champions every day.

In a season devoted to generosity, con-
nection, and new beginnings, Flourish Bar-
rie is a meaningful reminder of how small
businesses can cultivate lasting change. Our
visit was a heartening pause in a hectic month and

a reminder that some of the most inspiring places are those
where beauty and purpose flourish side by side.

Fleurish offers grab-and-go bouquets along with expert
flower-planning services. They host workshops and events
throughout the year, and their beautiful space is available
for private rentals. You can visit them in person at:

Fleurish Botanical Goodness (Non-Profit)

1148 Snow Valley Rd

Minesing, Ontario

L9X 1J4

Or explore their offerings online at fleurishbarrie.com.

fh

mmr

BRIAN

SAUNDERSON

MPP - Simcoe-Grey

If you need help
accessing Provincial
Government Services,
my team and I can help.

Offices in Stayner 705-428-2134
and Alliston 705-435-4087

briansaundersonmpp.ca

Emily Day, founder and florist of Flourish, shares a fes-

tive moment with Santa Claus at the annual Christmas

Market.
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ROUG DOWNEY

SERVICE

959 Marshall Rd.

Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563 Fax 705-526-4862
www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Curbside pick up still offered
Call today to place your poultry order

* Organic Feed Available
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed
& feeders, cat & dog food

Bulk and custom orders upon request.

We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags,
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,
Herbs for Horses products and more!

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,
Sunday and Holidays - closed.
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. QUILTING

Crafting Joy and Quilted Memories for the Holiday Season

By Janis Hamilton

As T write this tonight, we are hearing the doom and
gloom of impending storms with 10 cm of snow. Where did
the fear factor come from with weather reporting? It just
means we can quit watering our planters and hopefully you
have cut them off at the soil and are thinking of arranging
with pine, spruce and boxwood from your yard or your
neighbours. The trick to get these arrangements to be secure
is to make sure your summer plants are only cut to the ground
(don’t remove all the plant material) and then the new boughs
will be anchored on those summer roots. Make sure you
water them after you’re finished so they will live longer
without dropping needles and once the true frost comes it
will hold them in place as well.

Well, enough about decorating outside. Let’s have some
fun with the grandkids, the kids visiting for the season or
your own wonderfully excited kids that are waiting for the
jolly old fellow to slide down
the chimney any day.

Cards are the simplest to
make. Let the kids or you dig
through your scrap bucket of
fabric and trace out some
shapes or free hand if you
prefer. White or coloured
card stock is perfect for mak-
ing cards. Just fold in half and
off you go with glue in hand.
| If you don’t want to use glue,
beginners then trace the bird or tree

(just an idea to start) on Heat

' and Bond LITE (Heavy will

make your needle sticky and
’ . please do not use that thick-

_ ness). So you’ve cut out the

heat and bond now iron it on
the wrong side of the fabric,
4 cut out the shape exactly and
pull off the paper and iron it
where you want it right on to
the card. You are done so
now let your creativity take

Samples of cards for

over. Let the glue dry completely if that is your choice before
going further. If the kids don’t use the sewing machine, then
you can embellish the cards for them. Change your needle
for one you will just use on paper and off you go using
straight stitch or any fancy stitch you want to use.
https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/holiday-
quilts/christmas/handmade-christmas-cards
https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/holiday-
quilts/christmas/spruce-it-throw or try
https://ilovequiltingforever.com/christmas-greetings-quilt-
patterns/ for a wonderful array of quilting ideas from stock-
ings to pillows to mini wall hangings to full quilts. The de-
cision is yours to explore and have some down time in your
sewing world.

To the right are
more adult or ad-
vanced cards. It
doesn’t give you the
instructions, but you
can see mostly trian-
gles, diamonds cut
out and placed to
create these cards.
Same way to make
them but for these
more intricate cards,
I’d use Heat and
Bond (lite) or Steam
a Seam. OR justuse
your favourite quilt
blocks on a card.
What a unique way
to show someone
how much you love
quilting and just how
special they are to
receive one of your
handmade cards. I have cards a friend made even on their
Cricut die cut machine that hang on my tree and they are
very treasured ornaments. (well, that is what they’ve be-
come.)

https://metsminorleagueblog.com/creative-christmas-quilt-
card-ideas/

Now for the wish list that you’re hoping someone will
ask you about. Well first, we quilters are very tactile folks
and so visual, so if someone buys you fabric it may not be
your taste of quality of fabric, so take the time to write down
exactly what you’d like: thread, needles, patterns or even
fabric if you take a photo of the item so they know “yes, that
is what they want!” If a list escapes you then maybe, ask for
a small gift card from your favourite quilt shop. If you are
looking for a present for a fellow quilter maybe a visit to a
shop to ask indiscreetly if they like certain patterns, or panels
or fabric or notion and then hope they don’t pick it up to buy
it. It would be fun to make them a quilted bag to save wrap-
ping and use up some of your “stash” while in the process
of gift giving.

Christmas is a very busy time for most, but take time to
breathe, bake and plan how to make the season last longer (I
like to spread out visits with friends over the holidays rather
than do it all at once.) Sharing and making memories is
priceless. Catching up with friends you don’t normally see
is a gift and if you love to bake then those receiving your
baking will also be very thankful you thought of them. With
all the doom and gloom in the world take time for those that
matter the most in your life and know 2026 will bring us
new smiles, new adventures and let’s hope new quilting in-
spiration. Happy Holidays and enjoy those hobbies.

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking,
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

- Merry Christinas

Wishing everyone in York—Simcoe a joyful

Christinas and a wonderful holiday season!

wigh -
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Caroline
MULRONEY

MPP YORK-SIMCOE

, 905-895-1555
™M caroline.mulroneyco@pc.ola.org
&) carolinemulroneympp.ca
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Guild Presents 25 Quilts of Valour

Story and photos provided by Senora Baldry

Another busy evening at Quilting Corners Guild beginning
with our presentation of 25 Quilts of Valour to Elizabeth,
our regional rep. The quilts are a combined effort of the
QoV Sew Days at Country Concessions Quilt Shop and the
dedication of our members and friends of the guild. Beautiful
work and commitment by all. These quilts will become the
hugs for military personnel to thank them for their years of

service to Ca'mada. A hegrtfelt thank you to the many hands A S : ' Provi ding Pro Support
that made this presentation possible. 4 N ' .
in Simcoe North

Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls
Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates
Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)

GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons
and seniors)

Health Care

Health Cards/OHIP Issues

Natural Resources & the Environment
Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)
Provincial Government Programs

Seniors Issues

Small Business Issues
Transportation
Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)

Workplace Safety &
Insurance Board (WSIB)

DUNLOP

MPP - Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 e Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org
JillDunlopMPP.ca

MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY WEW YEAR ; o’ Ny IS 7%/5 LL)//?{@

During the holiday season, B e Oé( e/
our thoughts turn gratefully to be part of this el S a Z‘I‘I;S

wonderful community. > e
We would like to thank you for your support, and _ : L i U?Z‘O Z‘Ol&)/‘?

send best wishes from our family to yours. -
WISHING YOU A Merry Christmas
from our house
8@}% é to yours!
We
8466@/ 14/ Z appreciate

your
business
and look
forward to
seeing you
again soon.

[

Dave, Angela, Jack, and Alex Bertram

HOLIDAY SEASON

Dave Bertram -705-818-3467
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca - Elmvale, Ontario

1696 Penetanguishene Rd., Springwater, Ont. L9X 0R3
Phone 705-728-8617 Fax 705-728-8617
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Two Trees Planted To Honour 4-H Dedication

Story and photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Two trees are being planted this fall
at the Lindsay Fairgrounds to honour
Laura and Bill Staples for their 25 years
of commitment to Kawartha Lakes Hal-
iburton (KLH) 4-H.

Laura Staples was introduced to 4-
H by her Dad, Bill Mahood, 4-H leader
of the Omemee Beef Club. Her Mom,
Eleanor Mahood, made sure everyone
got to meetings on time and encouraged
4-H at every opportunity. Laura went
through the 4-H program and upon mar-
riage to Bill Staples, the couple would
became a “4-H family.”

“My kids were involved in 4-H and
my grandkids are involved in 4-H. 4-H
is wonderful,” Laura told Farm View
before the tree dedication took place on
Sunday, October 26th.

“Bill (my husband) and I led the Beef
Club for years. We went right to the
Royal with the kids (4-H members),”
she remembered with a big smile.

Bill owned a gravel business and
supplied material for the Lindsay Ex-
hibition. He often volunteered his time,

driving one of the graders for the tractor
pull or wherever help was needed, until
his health began to decline. He helped,
behind the scenes, getting the 4-H
shows set up and he was always a huge
supporter of his wife- at all 4-H times.

Laura is also a 4-H leader in the Life
skills, dance and scrapbooking clubs.
Her club is providing much of the food
for the annual 2025 KLH 4-H banquet.

“We (4-H club) would take over
Laura and Bill’s top level of their house
for our 4-H meetings. Bill would be in
his chair greeting and teasing us. He
always had a smile for us,” past Presi-
dent of KLH 4-H Corrie Stender said
at the Tree dedication.

“Bill and Laura gave countless hours
to KLH 4-H. They encouraged and in-
spired (4-H kids) to go further into agri-
culture, “she said explaining that today
there are two of Bill and Laura’s former
4-H club members now at National
level in beef cattle. Jocelyn Kennedy is
President of the Canadian Junior Lim-
ousine Association and Megan Prouse

is President of the Young Canadian
Simmental Association.

“Laura is so dedicated to the 4-H
kids. The kids just love her,” she
added.

Jeff Tompkins, a Board Director
of the Lindsay Agricultural Society
(LAS) explained that Bill gave so
much of his time and his equipment
to help out the LAS over the years.
He said having a tree planted here
with his name beside it “will keep
him here in our memories forever.”
Bill passed away on June 21, 2025
in his 67th year.

“It is such an honour to watch the
kids grow up in 4-H and to be part
of their lives. 4-H is such a wonder-
ful program,” Laura told the group
of well wishers that came to the
event to honour her and her late hus-
band’s dedication to 4-H and the
LAS.

Laura’s daughter, Tricia is the re-
cently elected 1st Vice President of
LAS.

i Healthy Waters Program

Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA's Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water
quality and stream health by providing funding and free,
on-site technical advice.

Grants covering 30 — 100% of projects costs up to
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.

tree planting

livestock restriction fencing
manure storage improvements
on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws
clean water diversion for barnyards
abandoned well decommissioning
tile drain control boxes

and more!

Call us today about your project!
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at
705-424-1479 x239 » www.nvca.on.ca

~

Pictured above are 4 generations of the Staples family
who were huge contributors to Kawartha Lakes Haliburton
4-H. From left to right are: Laura Staples who has been a
4-H leader for 25 years and counting, Laura’s grand-
daughter, Adele McConnell, Laura’s Mom, Eleanor Ma-
hood and Laura’s daughter, Tanya McConnell.

789 DEREK'S

nieseL SPECAUSTS  [)|ESEL SERVICE INC.

M EMTGBER
Gas & Diesel, Fuel Injectors

Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps

Authorized Dealer For: -
7 ANADYNE"
G ()BOSCH  STANADYAE

Tel: (705) 733-3787 » 1-800-862-3405
Fax: (705) 733-3789

Joe Roach, Manager 66 Morrow Road, Barrie

O

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER
Where every photo becomes a Masterpiece

705-321-2592

RundlesPhotography.com @rundles_photography

Visit www.GBFW.ca
for more details and to pre-register

™\ BEEF DAY | WED JAN 7TH

¥ DAIRY DAY | THURS JAN 8TH
» GOAT DAY | FRI JAN 9TH

¥ SHEEP DAY | SAT JAN 10TH
™ HORSE DAY | SUN JAN TITH

Ay

CROPS DAY | MON JAN 12TH

For inquires, contact us at
info@greyagservices.ca, 519-986-3756

@ @GB_FarmersWeek

Xf

@GBFarmersWeek

Conference & Tradeshow
Celebrating 60 Years!

JAN 7 - 12, 2026

Attend In-Person:

ElImwood Community Centre
38 Concession Rd 10, ElImwood ON
Or livestream from anywhere!

*Conference recordings available to all ticket holders for
one month after the event.

Registration Fees:
$50/day | $120/3 days
Livestream week $160

Go to www.gbfw.ca to pre-register.

Each ticket includes :

A hot roast beef dinner

(goat/lamb on their respective days)
30 days of post-conference access
to all presentations

Free 60th anniversary swag

The opportunity to network with
producers and agribusinesses in the
daily tradeshow

Premier Event
Sponsor:
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Christian Farmers enjoy Harvest Dinner

Story and photo by Sandy Kursis

It was a full house at the Schomberg Hall on Friday, October 24th
as Central Ontario District, Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario
(CFFO) members gathered to enjoy dinner and give thanks for this w E L E N D A H A N D
year’s harvest.

The evening was opened by District President Daniel Van Adrichem
with a scripture reading and a 700 year-old prayer by Thomas Aquinas.
Special guest, Jennine Grant led the assembled members in a number
of inspiring hymns of praise and thanks. District Secretary Shelly van
Heyningen said Grace before the evening meal.

MC and Director Sandy Kursis introduced CFFO President Henk
Vaarkamp who gave an update of recent CFFO initiatives, including
the publication of the Protecting Farmland and Farmers Task Force
Report. He invited members to attend CFFO’s upcoming Education
Day in Barrie on November 27th.

After a delicious and bountiful hot meal, the group was treated to
the award-winning film, “We Lend a Hand: The Forgotten Story of
Ontario Farmerettes”.

This film details a forgotten piece of Canadian history. It tells the
extraordinary story of 40,000 teenage girls who volunteered on Cana-
dian farms in Southwestern Ontario during World War II. The job of
the Farmerettes, as they were called, was to ensure critical food production. They managed to produce hundreds of
thousands of tons of food that were shipped off to the frontlines to feed starving European populations and even prisoners
of war. Through reenactments and unique archival images, the film recounted the story of these amazing young women,
now in their late 90s, bringing back their most cherished memories.

Members were in agreement that the film was excellent, and they were unanimous in their recommendation that this is a
film that deserves widespread viewing.

After one last hymn of praise, Vice President Ted Woods closed the meeting with prayer.

y of Ontario Farme

CFFO members enjoyed a delicious and bountiful hot meal
during the harvest dinner held in Schomberg late October.

Wishing everyone a safe,
happy holiday season
and all the best In the

December 24th 7am:- 12pm
1'E)ecember2 728 Closed' .
Decembels 29&30 7am:= 7pm .
e D
lelC -
D3 “e_mbe,_r 3ilst' 7am-5pm ! P

January 1-4 Clesed

7051 County Rd.9, Stayner, ON, LOM 150 | 705- 466- 2600 | Toll Free: 844-466-2600

f x @ @SteerEntlLtd

Season’s blessings!

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT

(Formerly Simcoe County District)

Christian Farmers
o/ Federation of Ontario

christianfarmers.org
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Keeping Faith in Farming

(AR AR E R EERE R AR R R R R R R R NN

Merry Christmas A\
& Happy New Year =

I....U....

D.C..C.l...‘lU.l.....'........l.. e

Best wishes to our
watershed friends &
neighbours.

Have a happy & healthy
holiday season!

nvca.on.ca

'May you have a safe’
. & happy hollday season!
. bﬁ-ahﬂ-‘ﬂ WNERE % ¥

Legacy Funeral & Cremation Services
(705) 728-8282 | www.legacyfuneral.ca | info@legacyfuneral.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.

Cookstown, Ontario

Total Livestock Marketing
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact:
Ab Carroll 705-344-6654

Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918
OSI Office 705-458-4000

Box 1051 Cookstown, ON LOL1L0
www.ontariostockyards.on.ca
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D CWURU CMETHWSSYT CETGCNMTERAS
N GNRHYTETWT RNTINIUHUTDTCTGTPTHU©P ANGEL
A LBEUDA ALTNTGT OMBT RUHGLUUOTUBASS ggbta
L RS KBPUBTUDWTDUHTITLTFNUTIKTCIL CHRIS I TREE
R I HCETG CART OMNTISTETETRWTDUL DECORATE
A RAAUUTDTGANOTTU OTU OTFTFE DISPLAY
G R TRFIKATITNTLUDMNTODTUDTITPB FIREPLACE
N FNCUUDTLTITYTETWNAATETNNT RTEGOT Gﬁgtﬁ'f’
A°S ATAGTFTIABTI KT SMTLTATEKTETUS INFLATABLE
G LS UOTENUWUHPUHIBTGTTGTPWW MANTEL
S EYNDUOTITDTULTGTWR RMWSSYTULTIT MP;E?EE#EE
W IDTETCORATTEUTFTEWTISTETA ATCHTR MEietieiy
D G L UHWRTEA ATUHTECETDWMTTLTECLY.L ORNAMENTS
Y HYMUTLTINIT G CTIU RIHUZPTI KA ATEON POINSETTIA
W MODUPOTINSTETTTIAMTENTGOTRAH SANTA
0 EPWETGSTLUBMWI R RTIMWWDI KT DTIIL SSNLO%GA*L
D CF AANGTETLYA ALTPSTIODTEKTKTE!L STAND
N YLLGOUBHGORNAMENTST EWTPTEA STOCKINGS
I STHGTIULDTETGNTIR RTSNTLMEPHB STRIN\fIENDDoLwIGHTS
W NOSGNTIIKTE COTSUHTCGTPYTISS iy

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.
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Festive Traditions from
Around the World

Finland - Visiting the Sauna on Christmas
Eve

In Finland, families relax together in a warm
sauna before celebrating Christmas. It’s a peaceful
way to clean up, unwind, and reflect before the big
feast. Afterward, many leave out food for forest

animals and watch for Santa, who’s said to live up
north in Lapland!

Ethiopia — Ganna (January 7)

Ethiopians celebrate Christmas on January 7,
not December 25. The day, called Ganna, begins
with church services where people wear white cot-
ton clothing called shamma. Afterward, families en-
joy a feast with spicy stew, flatbread, and coffee.

United Kingdom — Christmas Crackers and
Pudding

At Christmas dinner in the U.K., everyone pulls
crackers—bright paper tubes that pop open with a
snap! Inside are small toys, paper crowns, and
jokes. Dessert is a rich fruit pudding, often set on
fire with brandy before being served.

Philippines — The Giant Lantern Festival

In San Fernando, the “Christmas Capital of the
Philippines,” the Giant Lantern Festival lights up
the sky with enormous, colorful lanterns made of
bamboo and paper. The Philippines also celebrates
one of the world’s longest Christmas seasons—
starting as early as September!

Iceland — The 13 Yule Lads

In Iceland, Christmas fun lasts for 13 days thanks
to the Yule Lads—mischievous troll-like brothers
who visit one by one before Christmas. Each has
a funny name, like “Spoon Licker” or “Door Slam-
mer.” Kids leave out shoes for them, and each
night the Lads drop in treats—or potatoes for bad
behavior!

Australia — Beach Day Christmas

Because Christmas falls in the summer in Aus-
tralia, families celebrate outdoors! Instead of snow
and hot cocoa, there’s sunshine, surfing, and bar-
becues on the beach. Santa even shows up in
shorts or on a surfboard.

Venezuela — Roller Skating to Church

In Caracas, Venezuela, people head to early
Christmas morning church services—on roller
skates! The city even closes the streets so every-
one can glide safely to Mass. It's a joyful, colorful
way to celebrate the season.

Norway — Hiding the Brooms

In Norway, an old superstition says that witches
and evil spirits come out on Christmas Eve looking
for brooms to ride. To stay safe, families hide all
their brooms before going to bed. Today, it’s a fun,
spooky twist on the holiday!

Mexico — Las Posadas

In Mexico, families celebrate Las Posadas for
nine nights leading up to Christmas. The tradition
re-enacts Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter,
with people going door to door singing carols until
they’re finally welcomed in for
a festive party. Homes
are decorated with ,
candles, pinatas, £
and nativity scenes,
and everyone enjoys
food, music, and fire-
works.
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MERRY

It's customers like you that make our job so enjoyable.
Wishing you the very best of the holiday season!

FARM FEED DOUB

SERVICE JB

959 Marshall Rd. FEEDS
Wyebridge,ON LOK 2E1

Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road

Phone 705-526-0563
www.doublejbfeeds.ca -

True North Mechanical
Air S}aeciaﬁ'st

Furnace maintainance $89.95 plus hst

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe County and Surrounc(ing Area.

Wishing all of our Buyers & Sellers a
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year
Looking forward to a great 2026 auction year!

This Christmas

The holidays are in full swing >3

and on our list is one last thi
A note of thanks and
our warm wishes too

for peace, joy and friendship
to last the year through!

A
]

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business

Please contact us at
Kevin (519)942-0264  Scott (519)843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

EQUIPMENT
FARM « LAWN » LANDSCAPE
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After The Chores: In the Chicken Pen

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

I’m not a chicken person.

I am now a chicken caregiver as Sweetie for now is on a
strict lifting ban. Chickens here are in two groups, the laying
hens with a rooster and the young pullets which are basically
teenage hens. There are 131 all together.

That first morning my new responsibility sent me into
anxious “what if they all die under my watch?” I heard a
loud cackle from the laying hen pen. I raced from my side
of the barn and went into the hen pen assuming some huge
predator was about to eat Sweetie’s laying hens. I found a
hen standing up in the nest boxes announcing to the world
she had just laid an egg. What an annoying hen trait to make
that much noise. I’m so not a chicken person.

The rooster said a loud cackle and then accommodated a
hen that stood purposely right in front of him the first morning
I was on chicken duty. This rooster has zero aggression to
people even with the fact this is his fourth bunch of hens.
Likely part of the reason he is not interested in being mean
to people is because he is so busy all day with these lusty
hens. There is next to no arguments amongst the hens as
they are so busy getting attention from this rooster. He was
supposed to have been a laying hen so he was a disappoint-
ment at first but now has turned into hen pen entertainer
with a loud morning voice. He crows- a lot. If I could, I
would put a muzzle on him, mornings really are bad enough
without all his crowing added on top.

The first night chores had 100 teenage hens looking for

supper. My livestock are trained to respect closed- not always
locked- doors as I go in/out of pens. I go into the chicken
pen, get the water units and push the door behind me in
place. Chicken water units are not for the stupid. I filled it,
put it together and SPLASH! I had cold water all over my
non-waterproof gloves and the water drizzled up my sleeves.
I had to try again and this time slowly and carefully twisted
the thing into place.

I went to go back to the pen after all this stupid water
drama- and there I met the teenagers, many out of the pen.
There were young hens scratching merrily under my rabbit
pens, other hens were flying around like miniature planes
and some hens zipping up and around the feed bags Sweetie
had stockpiled for me. And still more hens were coming out
like a red moving wall of feathers. Yelling at chickens is not
one bit effective. Banging something and being loud does
not work either. The chickens are in a wire pen and when
they got scared, they pushed their heads in the wire. How
does one move a row of feathered behinds facing the wrong
direction? I had to get the pullets turned around then basically
push them back into the pen, one red bundle of feathers at a
time. I was wet and cold- and as grumpy as any wet hen
playing this most annoying game with chickens. I’'m no
chicken person.

And there is the noise. I have been in chicken coops before
but never twice a day every day like I am now. The cackling
and clucking of hens is non-stop. For a chicken person, I’'m
told this is called “singing”. 1 feel it is like constant shrieking.
My sheep and goats are noisy- if they are waiting for some-
thing but chickens never ever are quiet. Even when they eat,
they manage to clack their beaks to make a pinging sound.
Cluck, cackle, ping- it just never ends. Last night it was
even worse, the laying hens were cackling like they all laid
eggs at the exact same time along with pinging their beak
off the walls. The crisis was they were out of chicken food
in the feeder.

Sweetie is now coming to the barn. He told me he closes

sherri.dfa@ho

DOUG SHIPLEY MP

BARRIE - SPRINGWATER - ORO-MEDONTE
DOUG.SHIPLEY@PARL.GC.CA - (705) 728-2596

JUNE 20, 2026

AUGUST 1-2 2026

BARRIE FAIR

SPRING SHOWDOWN-TRUCK & TRACTORPULL

ESSA NATIONAL DRAFT HORSE SHOW

AUGUST 20-23, 2026

and locks up the doors every.single.time. He has no advice
in chasing chickens as chickens cannot unlock gates. He
also doesn’t consider the coops “noisy” except for last night
which was the exception and that really was not the hens’
fault. He also thought that then hens “speaking up” to tell
me they were out of food was rather impressive. He LIKES
these chickens obviously.

I have decided I’'m no chicken person. I appreciate eggs
and chicken protein and all those people that work in the
chicken industry. But my personal favourite chicken is a
silent one in a KFC bucket.

Menry Chuistmad

I would like to say a personal Merry
Christmas to all readers that take the
time out to read this column each
month. I do get an occasional com-
ment from readers- and each one just
makes that day bright for me. I also
appreciate all of you that care enough to
call me or send me a message with a story
idea and to all those that I go after asking for more informa-
tion. Our closest sizeable town has farm fields going under
concrete at a shocking rate which makes me feel that telling
our farming stories is so important. The real farming cham-
pion here is Farm View Publisher/owner Roslyn. Roslyn
works incredibly hard in pulling these editions together and
designing each single page, all for our farming community.
It is an honour to work with Farm View and it is so mean-
ingful to get waved in at admission gates when I flash my
Farm View badge proving how respected Roslyn is.

Merry Christmas to all of you- and we all hope that
winter this year is easy with no ice storms. God Bless you
all.

Sincerely,
Cathy

MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

WARMEST WISHES FROM THE ESSA &
DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF
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Farms, art and 4H come together in communlty spirit

Report by Donald Beaulleu

The Orillia Opera House art class, run by Mike Howell,
recently focused on local farms. Not only did the artists
learn about tools and techniques, they learned the history
of barns. These structures are disappearing from our coun-
tryside as technology has changed and upkeep of them has
ceased in many cases. It was a natural move to support the
4H organization that does wonderful things for our youth.

At this art show held on November 17, 4H was supported
financially by a couple of endeavours at this event. There

. art being enjoyed
by attendees.

GIVE AWAYS
WHILE SUPPLIESILAST,

was a “quilt” of wooden blocks which had been painted by
artists. If one made a donation to 4H, that person received
a ticket for a draw to select one of those blocks. Some art-
work on display was part of a silent auction from which
funds supported 4H. The quilt draw alone drew $238.60.
The amount from the silent auction was not available at this
issue’s deadline.

In addition to that support, this was an opportunity for
people outside the farming community to learn about 4H,
how it works, what ages of youth are involved and how they
may enjoy volunteering.

President of North Simcoe 4H, Lori Chalmers, intro-
duced a number of 4H participants on hand and then pro-
vided an enthusiastic overview of what 4H is all about. That
crew also helped with the quilt draw. There are about 87
members in North Simcoe ranging in age from 6 to 21.

Chalmers believes the co-operative interaction between
these ages leads to a “..better life of understanding and em-
pathy” she says. They live by the model of “Learn by doing”.

“Only 1.6% Cloverbuds a6re éthe
of people live yo%;lgeSt group (6 to f) 9
on farms. The he ma-m gloup of
to 20 year olds are split
average age of | . s
.9~ | into Livestock clubs
afarmeris 60% 1 4 Lifeskills clubs.
—Mike Howell| Community involvement
Artinstructor] ;g important part of
4H, helping those who
need assistance.

A large thank-you
goes to the artists who
gave their time and ar-
tistic talent to make the
evening a success.

ENTERPRISES I'TD!

“When you see the age range of
4H members working together;
the senior members and the
intermediate members mentoring

the younger ones, you geta

sense of history. You i

get an understanding A

of how a one-room

school house actually %
- —Lori Chalmers ‘

hrﬁsment North Simcoe 4H

worked.”

These
are the
wooden
quilt
blocks
won by
dona-
@ tion, on

display.
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Piccadilly and Pappy Mclver

By Joyce Ernyes

The old cat had never enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle. He
was accustomed to being a barn cat, but now, in the twilight
of his life, he found the Ontario winters to be almost un-
bearable. His additional growth of fur during the colder
months was no longer adequate when temperatures dipped
below -10°C. Fortunately, there had always been an abun-
dance of food, providing he maintained his lightning speed
reflexes, but they too were waning.

His life changed for the better, however, when Maisie
and Colin Mclver purchased the small hobby farm that had
been his lifelong home. At the Mclver’s request, the previous
owners agreed to leave him behind. Maisie was a veterinarian
and had recognized the fact that the old cat needed care in
his remaining years.

Soon after Maisie and Colin took possession of the home,
the old cat discovered bits of something in a bowl down by
the barn. His diet had consisted exclusively of mice, moles,
and an occasional bird so he approached the contents cau-
tiously.

As days went by, more bowls with the mysterious delica-
cies, which he now recognized as food, were placed closer
to the house. He quite liked the new fare, and he especially
liked the fact that he did not have to do skilful acrobatic ma-
neuvers to secure his meals. Within a short period of time,
he was enjoying the comforts of the back deck, which had
been equipped with a padded wicker basket and his very
own food and water bowls.

Best of all, Maisie and Colin had given him a name. He
would never again be referred to as “the cat,” or “the mouser,”
or simply “the old fella.” He was now Piccadilly, a name
that had special significance to the Mclvers. Maisie and
Colin delighted in recounting the story of how they had first
met, some ten years prior, while independently vacationing
in London. They had literally bumped into each other while
both were attempting to take photos of the famous sculpture
in Piccadilly Circus.

As the summer dissolved into autumn and temperatures
dropped, he was introduced to the interior of the Mclver’s
home, after first having had a total grooming by Maisie,
whom he now trusted implicitly.

Piccadilly was enjoying his new life. His feline arthritis
was less bothersome, and he slept peacefully every night as
he no longer needed to be on alert for predators. Occasion-
ally, he even got to tuck in with Jamie, the Mclver’s six-
year-old son.

Late winter, however, brought an unexpected change once
again in Piccadilly’s life, and this time, it was not for the

better.

Colin’s father, Shamus, or Pappy, as he was referred to
by the family, came to live with the Mclvers. Alone, since
his wife’s passing, and suffering from numerous medical
conditions, which had necessitated his early retirement,
Shamus was not in a comfortable financial position and
needed assistance.

Colin and Maisie were kind-hearted and generous and
were soon taken advantage of. Pappy made unreasonable
demands of the family, insisting on time changes for meals,
no noise after 9:00 p.m. and he was adamant that he would
not live in the same house with a useless old barn cat that
could no longer catch mice to feed himself. On several oc-
casions, when visitors were present, he made fun of Pic-
cadilly’s name by verbalizing that Maisie and Colin had
really “picked a dilly of a cat” and he would chuckle at his
presumed cleverness with words.

As the weeks went by, Shamus became increasingly ag-
gressive with the cat, vowing to shoot him at the first oppor-
tunity. Colin had been unsuccessful in persuading his father
to be more reasonable. Maisie took on extra work to avoid
the constant stress at home and little Jamie spent most of his
time in his room with Piccadilly. He carried him everywhere,
fearing that Pappy would harm his beloved cat.

One afternoon when Jamie was home alone with Pappy,
Jamie, with Piccadilly clutched in his arms, entered the
kitchen as quietly as possible hoping not to encounter his
grandfather. This was not to be, however, as Shamus was
entering simultaneously from outside. Upon seeing the two-
some, he bellowed at Jamie to get the useless “fur ball” out
of his sight or he would shoot him on the spot.

It was then that Jamie turned towards his grandfather with
tears in his eyes, his little face contorted in misery, and with
all the wisdom of a six-year-old he said, “You are old too,
Pappy, and you are sick and can’t work anymore, but no one
wants to shoot you.”

Shamus reeled backwards, speechless, for what seemed
to be several minutes. His face flushed with anger as he
glared at his grandson in disbelief of the boy’s insolence.

Then, as suddenly as his anger had flared, his vexed face
appeared to crumble as an array of emotions flickered in his
eyes. An overwhelming sadness seemed to envelop him as
the significance of the young boy’s words resonated deep
within his soul. As he left the room, the sound of his wracking
sobs could be heard throughout the house.

Christmas Day was fast approaching, and preholiday ac-
tivities were consuming the Mclver household. It did not go

unnoticed, however that Pappy was spending much’@
time in his room, or away from home. Assuming his
may be unwell, Colin looked in on him each day to in

about his health. Shamus assured him that he was finé, and
that he had never felt better. Colin could not account for his
father’s uncharacteristic behaviour, but he was relieved that
his usual belligerent demeanor was no longer present.

December 25th finally arrived and Jamie was consumed
with excitement. By Colin and Maisie’s estimation it was
barely dawn when they were awakened by their pyjama-
clad son, declaring that it was time to open the presents. All
three, with Piccadilly in tow, made their way downstairs as
quietly as possible, hoping not to awaken Pappy at such an
early hour.

Much to their dismay, however, they discovered Pappy
sitting in his favorite chair adjacent to the Christmas tree
and the aroma of freshly brewed coffee wafting from the
kitchen. The perpetual scowl was gone from Pappy’s face,
and he appeared to be genuinely happy.

After Christmas greetings were exchanged and coffee and
hot chocolate consumed, the gift opening ritual began.
Jamie’s little hands were a blur as he removed wrapping pa-
per from his first gift, a 1:32 scale John Deere tractor. The
very one he had asked for in his letter to Santa.

Gifts had never been received from Pappy, who generally
took a “Bah Humbug!” approach to Christmas. It was, there-
fore, most unexpected when he produced a beautifully
wrapped package for each of them.

The gifts consisted of cat-themed pyjamas with matching
slippers, for Jamie, an angora sweater for Maisie and kid-
leather gloves for Colin.

Yet another, rather large gift, was then brought forth from
behind Pappy’s chair. Much to the astonishment of his family,
the gift was for Piccadilly.

As the wrapping was peeled away the packaging revealed
the contents to be a three-tiered cat “apartment” fully
equipped with a scratching post, hammock, winding tunnels,
and a cozy sleeping area. Large lettering on the box indicated
that “assembly was required.” Pappy smiled at his grandson
and asked if he could help with the construction of the “apart-
ment” after breakfast.

Not being privy to the exchange between Jamie and his
grandfather some weeks prior, Maisie and Colin declared
that Pappy’s sudden transformation must truly be a “Christ-
mas Miracle.”
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Picture this: The Royal Agricultural Winter Fair

N i § o T - TTIEEEEGE o Al i
T LY { iﬁ Throughout its hlstory, the Mounted Unit of the Toronto Police service has % g . ﬂ' Enjoying one of
- used many sites within Toronto to house its horses. Currently, the horses and ' _______ CarolynjMorris’

' offlcers are located at the Horse Palace on the grounds of Exhibition Place. M D00KS at the fair is
o . young Torontonian
:;. _:.. - -

. Elliana. She was
visiting the Royal
with her family and
needed some quiet
time, from trying

to keep them from
wondering off.

Photograph and text
below contributed by
Olivia Livingston.

The Horse Palace was built in 1932 to temporarily house horses
during the Canadian National Exhibition, Royal Winter Fair and
other events. The Mounted Unit began using the building in 1968.

Elght members from the South Simcoe sheep club travelled to the C|ty to take partin the j junlor sheep show at
§ the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair on Saturday November 15th. It was a very early start, as we had to have the
sheep in Toronto by 7:30 a.m. Our club worked hard to showcase what we learned this year as well as show
off the animals we took time to train and grow. After the health check, we received our show shirts and started
getting ready for our classes. Showmanship was in the morning, and confirmation in the afternoon. We had 4
members advance in confirmation: Keagan McCallum-Pinho, who placed 1st in Longwools, Alexa Livingston,
who placed 2nd in Longwools, Lauren Cowan, who placed 4th in Cross-bred, and Olivia Livingston, who
placed 2nd in the Cheviot class. It was a fun day for all. We would like to thank our club leaders, parents, and
the generous farmers who let some participants borrow lambs. As well; The Pure Breed Sheep Breeders of
Ontario for putting on the show and the sponsors who contribute to making it a success. We wouldn’t be able
to do all this without them.

Well- known in the Shelburne
area for his pumpkins, Travis
Farrell took first place with

this monster of a squash.

Left:
Mad River Honey took 1st prize in the Liquid honey, White

Class 1 category at the Royal. , o aé J U N I o R
“ SHEEP SHOW
Taking a respectable 3rd place in the Chunk honey, Class 10

category is Collingwood Honey Farms.

| am Abby Wood, a 4 H member for 8 years

AP "1 started in Cloverbuds.
Left: I have had the opportunity to do many
The team effort wonderful clubs from crops to crafts & calf. -
of Darcy and This year | wanted to try something new

Nick McClure & sheep it was. Dave Anderson was
kind enough to let me use one of his £
| successfulin Corriedale sheep who | gave the

. name Willow. | learned so much this
taklng. se°°"‘?' year working with her. | improved my
place in the giant showmanship. My goal was to get
| pumpkin category. to The Royal and | did. | got a 7th
place ribbon. |

of Caledon was

Right:
Showing their animals is
& a huge experience for 4H
§ members. Abby Wood of F
North Simcoe 4H explains .
her background with the *
¥ group and her recent win
at The Royal. She says:
“Can’t wait to show sheep
again next year!”
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In the assortment of our spiritual land-

:-scape, the celebration of unity in diversity

. emerges as a cornerstone for building pros-

perous and harmonious communities. As
neighbors sharing the same postal codes,
sunsets and common aspirations, the rich
landscape of religious and spiritual practices
becomes a source of strength, fostering un-
derstanding, empathy, and a shared com-
mitment to collective prosperity. The mul-
titude of religious and spiritual
denominations across Ontario is equivalent
to a treasure trove, each facet contributing
to the province's cultural wealth. In our
neighborhoods, this diversity is not merely
a reflection of varying beliefs but a testa-
ment to the collective resilience and adapt-
ability of our communities. The coexistence
of different faiths adds depth to our shared
cultural narrative, creating a vibrant and in-
clusive tapestry that weaves together the
stories of Canadians from all walks of life.

As December unfolds, the spirit of cele-
bration becomes a unifying force that should
rise above religious boundaries. The festive
air is not confined to one specific tradition
but permeates the entire community, en-
compassing the joyous echoes of Christmas,
the reflective moments of Hanukkah, the
serene practices of Buddhism, and the com-
munal prayers of Islam. The shared spirit
of celebration becomes a bridge, connecting
us through a shared experience of joy, re-
flection, and togetherness. In our pursuit of
prosperity, both as individuals and as a
united community, embracing religious di-
versity emerges as a strategic imperative.
The rich blend of beliefs fosters a culture
of learning, where we gain insights from
our neighbors' traditions and perspectives.
This cross-pollination of ideas becomes a
catalyst for innovation, encouraging us to
approach challenges with a multiplicity of
viewpoints and solutions.

Soul Sisters Celebrations |
Building a United Community Beyond Religious Boundaries

Celebration of unity in diversity extends
beyond religious and spiritual practices to
the core values that bind us as neighbours
and fellow citizens. Shared aspirations for
kindness, compassion, justice, and commu-
nity welfare become the common ground
on which we build a thriving society. In this
unity of purpose, the richness of our diverse
religious and spiritual expressions becomes
a source of inspiration rather than division.
To foster a thriving community, open dia-
logue and understanding are crucial. Initia-
tives that promote interfaith dialogue, cul-
tural exchange, and shared community
events become opportunities to deepen our
connections. By actively seeking to under-
stand our neighbours' beliefs and traditions,
we pave the way for a more inclusive and
harmonious coexistence. As we learn, we
can all begin to understand and embrace
that regardless of what we call the God of
our understanding, we are aligned and

guided by the some form of the “Golde
rule.” Do onto others as you would have
them do unto you. Worded differently, worth
exploring in a future article, but the concept
has the same meaning.

Revelling our similarities in religious and
spiritual diversity is not just a seasonal ob-
servance but a endless journey towards
building a prosperous and united commu-
nity. As neighbors, let us cherish the rich-
ness of our collective cultural and spiritual
heritage, recognizing that our diversity is
an asset that propels us toward shared goals
of success, understanding, and an enduring
sense of unity. In embracing the beauty of
our differences, we interweave a narrative
of resilience and unity that transcends reli-
gious labels, forming the foundation for a
vibrant and prosperous farming community.

Cheers and best wishes to your Decem-
ber celebrations.

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters
Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely
Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com

3
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SOULSISTEERS CELEBRATRIONS
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AGBUSINESS

farmview@on.aibn.com

PHONE: 705-722-0138

EMAIL:

Do you have a
story idea for us?

See contact information
on bottom of page 4.

ROB HENRY'’S
CUSTOM FARMING INC.

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

6 10TH LINE, T
HENRY . 7b5-79
ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@QHOTMAIL.COM

Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!

ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,
based on 12 months OR prepay $700
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

KLEIN
ELECTRIC

AGRICULTURAL * COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL » RESIDENTIAL
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK

2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON LOL 1P0
705-795-4592

brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com

ESA 7010173

This winter, save yourself a trip into town!
HARDWARE ¢ FARM SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED
» Masterfeeds
* Sunflower & mixed bird seed
» Electric fencing supplies
* Gates ¢ Bale Feeders e
1696 Penetangwshene Rd.

RR 1 Barrie, Ontario Phone 705-728-8617
L4M 4Y8 Fax 705-728-8617

AARON ROBICHAUD
289-500-9079
RMC CONTRACTING

new and rebuﬂt decks patlos stairs.
Tiling, floors and doors.

Serving York Region and Bradford

True North Q\/Iecﬁamca[

Air Spcclail\t'

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,
one satisfied customer at a time.

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate.
705-828-3394 - truenorthmechanical@icloud.com
Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA
Serving Simcoe County and Surroum{ing Area.

_1l

Rundle' s Painting

Agricultural & Industrial
Spray Painting
Spray painting done
at your farm or business

John Rundle
(705) 321-2592

RundlesPainting.com

=1 PRIMO
a0 aenerarion PAVING.ca

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247
C:416.717.7700 (No texting)

F: 905-856-9498
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Primo Quality,
Primo People!

[=]

Asphalt - Interlocking - Concrete
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

Primo Service,

Peartree Animal Wellness Centre
and Rescue

Gpec1ahzed in training rescued Large
ardian Dogs for employment as
Livestock Guardians

Contact
PAWcenter @hotmail.com

Phone 519-709-6678
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* CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

email:

farmview@on.aibn.com

Free classified word ad's can be mailed, emailed or faxed by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue.
Telephone orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Ad's run for one month only and must be re-
submitted each month to be repeated. Mailing information is on page 4.

FOR SALE

NOTICES

AUCTIONS

Farm Equipment

Rear tire tractor
chains, size 13.6 x 26
or 28 inch $375.00.
Snowblower 7 ft,
single auger, heavy
gear box, 3ph, manual
hood $1,450.00.
Tractor chains 11-12 x

Essa Historical Society

GENERAL MEETING

Saturday January 24th
at 1:30 pm, doors open at 1 pm

8396 6th Line, Essa Township

notice of annual

UTOPIA HALL

26 inch, pair, good for

snow and ice $375.00.

WANTED

Bush tractor chains,
big links, 13.6 x 26, pair
$375.00.

Buzz saw, 3ph, floating
return table, 540 pto
$1,250.00.

International super W4 farm tractor.

22 x 32 or 22 x 38 Dion Threshing
Machine.

Please phone in evenings 905-983-9331.

Citex cement mixer,

FREE ADS

3ph, hydraulic dump,
540 pto, good condition
$1,650.00

Call Dan Seifried,
Harriston
519-338-2688

[Colwell].

FOR SALE Truck bed CAP $650.00. 6 1/2 feet, fits Ford
Ranger XLT and many other short bed trucks. Metallic grey
in colour, side window sliders, box clamps, very good
condition. Rear tailgate window needs a hinge. Call John at
705-726-5308. Cap is located at 5266 30th sideroad in Utopia

UPCOMING WEBINAR

Forage Focus Webinar Series December 2 - 4, 2025

Everyone’s favourite early winter
webinar series will be happening
December 2nd, 3rd, and 4th this year.
We've got a fantastic line-up of speakers
and topics for our three nightly webinars.
Register for one, two, or all three of
these free presentations!

CEUs will be available for Certified Crop
Advisors. These webinars are OSCIA-
recognized Knowledge Sharing Events
(KSEs) for farmers with On-Farm
Climate Action Fund applications in the
Rotational Grazing category.

December 2 at 7:30pm EST

Triticale: The Comeback Kid

With Joanna Follings

This session explores triticale’s potential
as a high-yielding forage crop, with a
focus on agronomic management
practices to optimize performance in
livestock systems. Comparisons with
other cereals and strategies for
integration into double-cropping systems
will also be discussed.

Joanna is the Cereals Specialist with the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Agribusiness and is passionate about
supporting growers with their cereal crop
production challenges and opportunities.
She is part of the Great Lakes Yield
Enhancement Network (YEN) team in
Ontario which is one of a global series
of YENs that help local farmers better
understand their winter wheat yield
potential and what is contributing to that
yield.

December 3 at 7:30pm EST

Using Drones in Forage Production
Systems

With Adrian Rivard & Mike Verhoog
Adrian founded Drone Spray Canada in
2020 after a 15-year career as a
professional pilot. Returning to the family

farm in 2018, the fusion of agriculture
and aviation gave him the background to
be one of the pioneers in the drone
application industry.

Mike Verhoog operates Sutom Family
Farms near Stratford, where he focuses
on growing high-quality forage for his
dairy herd. Over the past five years, he’s
integrated drone application technology
into his crop management, combining
traditional dairy farming with innovative,
sustainable practices.

December 4 at 7:30pm EST

From Dry to Thrive: Forage Fixes for
Future Fortitude

With Christine O’Reilly

Prolonged dry weather impacted many
regions of Ontario in 2025. With the
growing season behind us, how can
livestock farmers set their forage crops
up for success next year? This session
will cover the short-term agronomy to
bounce back quickly, as well as explore
options for building drought resilience
into forage systems for the future.
Christine is the Forage & Grazing
Specialist with the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness. Her
focus is on improving the productivity
and profitability of forage crops.
Christine joined the ministry in 2017 and
is based out of the Lindsay office.

Visit https://onforagenetwork.ca for all
the details.

You can find Forage Focus
presentations, among many others, on
our YouTube channel. The channel is
your source for all things forage!
Previous topics have included Soil
Compaction Management, Alfalfa/Grass
Management for Silage, Understanding
Your Feed Analysis, and Grass in Dairy
Rations.

Live Auction Sale

for Robert & Jennifer Black
Ryanday Farm

Saturday December 20th, 9:30am

6039 8th Line, Hillsburgh (Erin) ON Coming north on Trafalgar Rd towards Hillsburgh. Turn east
onto Wellington 22 & go 1.3km to 8th Line Erin. Then north 4.0km to sale on east side of road. OR
Come south from Hwy 9 on Hwy 25 (Cty Rd 24) for 10km to Erin/Garafraxa townline. Then east
1.4km to 8th Line Erin. Then south 2.1km to sale on east side of road. ** PARKING ON SITE**

Tractors/Skid Steer: Case IH MXU 110 4x4 tractor, Quicke Q41 loader, cab, 2 remotes, 4600hrs,;
MF 265 tractor & Allied 590 loader, multi power; JD 5575 skid steer, material bucket, 3479hrs;

JD X320 lawnmower, 54” deck, hydrostatic, 597hrs, annual maint.

Mach/Equip: JD 8350 seed drill, 18 run, grass seed, 1 disc, fert; Gehl TDC 1475 round baler, 4x5’s,
inoc; NH Hayliner 315 sq baler & thrower; (3)18ft wood wagons; Kuhn GA4100 rotary rake, pull-
type, tandem; Lucknow 6ft snowblower, hyd chute; post hole auger; Case IH 8330 haybine, 9ft;
gravity box; Ford 8ft disc; IH 12ft cultivator, & harrows; (3) thrower wagons (2- 20ft, all steel tops,
1- 20ft steel with wood floor); 20ft wood & steel round bale wagon; for skidsteer- 2 prong hay fork,
manure forks

Horse Equip & Rel: 4-seater horse sleigh, team hitch; (2) single horse shafts; (2)Fore carts (single,
double); blankets; stocks-for shoeing; (2)horse bale feeders; whipple trees; (1) set work harness;
(1)set Todd Style show harness; harness rack; qty heavy horse harness pieces, lines, etc; asst
horse supplies; (2)steel stall dividers; (2)single horse sleighs; (4)stall corner feeders; (2)hay/grain
feeders; (3)round bale feeders-tombstone style; semen tank; microscope; Black Horse Ale picture
& trays; 4-wheel buggy-like new; 2-wheel pleasure driving cart; draft foal/horse halters; asst white
show halters; leg wraps; asst show equip

Shop/Farm Rel/Straw & Hay: Onan 60W generator, alternator; 4'x8’ 1-axle utility trailer;

bale moisture tester; twine; tool chest; anvil-lg; battery charger; asst lumber; 1 tonne winch; asst of
tools; (9)bales 3x3x6 wheat straw; some sm squares hay(if not used); stationary sander/grinder;
radial arm saw; table saw

HH & Antiques(A): (A)flat back hutch & buffet cupboard; (V)Kenmore sewing machine; leather
couch-dk brown, nice; recliner chair-brown fabric; pine dining room table & (6)chairs; pine buffet &
hutch; (A)hutch; (6)wood chairs; dry sink

Lunch Booth & Washroom Available Preview: Friday Dec. 19th, 1-6pm

NOTES: MAJORITY OF SALE WILL BE HELD INSIDE RIDING ARENA
Smaller Sale - please be on time

Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer

will not be held responsible for accident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal

announcements on day of sale take precedence over written ads.

Owner: Robert Black (519) 827-7587
Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing and photos
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

FREE ADS FREE ADS

/Great rates and\

Orange metal Kubota mailbox Wanted one used rear farm distribution!
still in the box. tractor tire, size 13.6 x 26 inch. Visit
Grey Beaver original table saw ~ Please call 705-322-3967, _ i
made in Guelph. Elmvale. farmviewonline
Two 14 foot galvanized door  Wanted Straw chopper for John -com
tracks in good shape. Deere 4400 combine. for advertising
Please call 519 -855-6813.  pjease call 519-338-2688. information,
to subscribe and to

YOUR AD HERE

cad back issues!/

I R e e 1

] Free Classifieds |

:Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit:
1 individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must |

: reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone !

1 orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue |

: only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use

I the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 1

: advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com

Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W?7
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Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner, Corner of 26 & center line rd
ON, LOM 150  705-428-3132

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,
Corner of 124 & 24 ON,
NOB1T0 519-833-9616

é SINCE 1955

MN

CANADA

U

1975 - 2025

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,
Corner of 27 & line 13 ON,
705-458-0871

LOLTLO

Push back against winter snows.

Snow: it’s a fact of life in Canada. Removing it quickly and efficiently is critical for Canadians, so Kubota recognizes the
importance of providing snow removal operators with cold-weather tested equipment that can help them to keep the
country moving.

~Used Equip

Y
A
Daewolo!MGzotd-lll .

[ 15151.4 hours ua, cab with
heat, 4wd, with loader,

hours showing:564, diesel,
4wd, rops with canopy, one

hours ua: 2350, 4wd,
cab/heat/air, 2 sets of

1 hours showing: 891.3, gas,
540 rpm, open station with

] 528.9 klm showing, cab
enclosure with heat, camo

remotes, 540 rpm, front
and rear wipers, 13.6r24
fronts, 18.4r34 rears, horst
lasb4200w915 wing blade,
In Erin.

hours showing: 242, diesel, 4wd,
540 pto, turf tires, hydrostatic
trans, loader, manual quick
attach with 48" bucket, work
lights, rear wheel weights. Unit is
located at Stewarts Equipment in

Cookstown. $118*200

STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

$78000]

remote, 3rd funtion hydraulic
loader, ss g/a, 72" bucket,
bh92 backhoe 18" pin on
bucket, 540 pto, industrial

tires, In Stayner. w

8761.7 hours ua, 2006 , cab
with heat and air, 17.5r25
tires , auxilliary hydraulics ,
bucket with cat it24 quick
attach, Unit is located at
Stewart’s Equipment in Erin.

SE

"™l no rops, loader and bucket

,6:00 x 16 front tires, 13.6 x
28, Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Erin.

Hours showing: 1847.60,
4wd, open station w/foldable
rops, 540 rpm, one remote,
glide shift, 8-16 fronts, 14.9-
24 rears, grill guard, kubota
1a682 loader with bucket,
Unitis in Erin.

91147900,

.| 12x16.5 front tires, 17.5x24
i rear tires, bucket and pal-
M let forks, horst lasb400010

blade, and bauman 2260h
sander, In Erin.

1,380.5 Hours, Cab/Heat/
Air, Radio, Diesel, 3 Range
Hydrostatic Trans, 4wd, 2 re-
motes, 540 PTO 9.5-32 Rears,
8-16 Fronts,bauman 1040h
spreader, and hla lasb3600 v

blade, In Erin. 5,241900

1, 20.5r25 tires, Unit is located
| at Stewarts Equipment in
4 Erin.

'363900]

$787500,

cab with heat, at25x12
tires, front bumper, 6'6”
front mounted v-plow,
Unit is located at Stewarts
Equipment in Erin.

$1727800

Erin 519-833-9616
Cookstown 705-458-0871
Stayner 705-428-3132

] unit, front bumper, front
] windshield wiper, manual
) dump box, winch, Unit

is located at Stewart’s 2
Equipment in Erin. $18,850

Hours Showing:910.7, Cab/
Heat/Air, 12X16.5 Tires,
Front Aux Hydraulics, Front
Electrics. Unit is located at
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.

$287900,

fl G

Follow Us




As the holidays approach, we’re reminded how fortunate we are to be part of
such a hardworking and generous community. Your dedication to the land and
care for each season’s harvest continue to inspire us.

May your holidays be filled with peace, warmth, and good company—and may
the new year bring health, happiness, and a bountiful season ahead.

From all of us at Farm View

Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka.
As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,
Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties.

Farm View G_U‘EELF;h N\,  Community
is proud to (RGANIC = GEEE9

support CONFERENCE

A
- AL TR UFFER)
. W L) b DFYA.E:NN
JARMERS WERK » YouTH FORUM

an IEW ¢

A newspaper with something for everyone
email: farmview@on.aibn.com web: www.farmviewonline.com
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