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2025 Jersey Ontario Ambassador Elizabeth 
Creighton of Bath, representing Maplevale 
Jerseys, with 5-year-old Glenholme River 

Calling, at the Ontario Summer Show.

Inside this Issue: Trust is not on residents’ radar re: proposal by 
the DND • OSCIA Farm Day & Tour • Farmland Lost is Food Lost • 

History & Haunts in the Black Creek Pioneer Village   
Plus more coverage of Shows and Fairs! 
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Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more. 
www.charwenfarms.ca

 
    7284 9th Line Thornton, ON 
                705-424-1905 
      office@charwenfarms.ca

EST. 1966

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, up 
to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per month. 
Please note the format of the listings below and submit your item by 
mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is the 14th of 
the month for the following month’s issue.

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiasts meet on Wednesday, 
October 22 at Elmvale Legion 7 John St. at 7 pm. 

Master Gardener, Kevin VanAndel will present “Sharp, 
Shine and Fall Clean Up.” Guests are free.

    October 22nd: Program announcement for E.D.G.E.

The advertising and news deadline for the November 
issue of Farm View is Tuesday, October 14th.  

    October 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

The Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario (CFFO)  an-
nounced upcoming Education Days. The Education Day in 
Barrie will be held on Thursday, November 27, 2025. More 
information can be found in the article on page 12.

     November 27th: CFFO Hosts Education Days

On Thanksgiving weekend, the Flos Agricultural Society,  
hosts one of its most popular events, the Elmvale Fall Fair, 
at the Elmvale Arena (14 George St.). Midway, livestock 
shows, tractor pulls, live music, fun for everyone!  

For full details see the ad on page 7.

    October 10th & 11th: Elmvale Fall Fair 

Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario (CFFO), Cental 
Ontario District hosts the Harvest Dinner on Friday, October 
24th at Schomberg Community Hall. 

For information please call 705-424-0968. Invite your 
friends and neighbours to attend this great event of fellow-
ship, food, family and farming. 

     October 24th: CFFO Hosts Harvest Dinner

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  
offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including: 

Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning  
and assisting with Government Grant Applications 

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6 
Tel: (705) 728-7461             www.powelljones.ca
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CONTACT US TODAY: Ken Wyant 
7603 Hwy. 26, Stayner  
Tel: 705-428-3329 

email: kenwyant@rogers.com

CONTACT US TODAY: Ken Wyant 
7603 Hwy. 26, Stayner  
Tel: 705-428-3329 

email: kenwyant@rogers.com

winter wheat seed now!Book in your

SEED CLEANING & TREATING 
 
 

YOUR ACCREDITED SEED TREATING FACILITY 

SEED CLEANING & TREATING 
 
 

YOUR ACCREDITED SEED TREATING FACILITY
Celebrating 40 Years

Wyant Farms Wyant Farms

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture Annual General 
Meeting will take place on Thursday October 30th at Living 
Faith Presbyterian Church in Baxter. More details in the 
ad on page 11. 

     October 30th: SCFA Annual General Meeting 

On August 9, St John’s United Church, Alliston hosted 
their 50th Potato Pancake Breakfast. Quite an accomplish-
ment. The Alliston Potato festival started in 1973, but because 
of COVID, it was suspended for two years. Hence our 50th 
anniversary serving our potato pancakes which everyone re-
marked how good they tasted. 

Bright and early Saturday morning, the volunteers started 
putting tables and chairs out, got the grills up and running, 
the pancake batter mixed, coffee urns filled, juice boxes and 
other condiments in place for the 7:30 start. 

We started selling tickets at 7:30. There was a steady line 
of customers. We sold 1073 tickets, a lot of pancakes, and 
by 10:00 o’clock we were sold out of dry pancake mix. 
Everything went smoothly with the odd hick-up. 

As other years we had great volunteers, both from the 
congregation and our outreach personnel. The 4-H and their 
supervisors as well as high school volunteers did a great 
job. I want to thank them for their help and youthful enthu-
siasm. Like all churches, our congregation is a little older 
and without the youthful volunteers, it would be very difficult 
hosting this very important part of the Potato Festival. People 
come for our pancakes than go and cruise the main street 
looking for bargains. We are, a very important event for the 
Festival. 

As in other years, we will be donating our profits to worthy 
causes in our community. 

For more on the event, see last month’s edition of Farm 
View.

2025 St John’s United Church Potato Pancake Breakfast
By John Morrison
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Trust is not on residents’ radar re: proposal by the DND
Reporter’s note:

I have been asked directly, by the Department of National 
Defence, to NOT identify anyone from the Department of 
National Defence as I include information they speci昀cally 
said; nor may I attribute a direct quote to a particular per-
son from the DND. I must refer to all their personnel as a 
“DND representative”. 

The basics of A-OTHR
As part of Canada’s North American Aerospace Defense 

Command (NORAD) modernization plan, DND is invest-
ing in a new Northern Approaches Surveillance System 
(NASS) to signi昀cantly expand NORAD and the Canadian 
Armed Forces’ (CAF) situational awareness of objects ap-
proaching and entering Canadian airspace from the north. 
NASS will include the Arctic Over-The-Horizon Receive 
(A-OTHR) system that will provide early warning radar 
coverage and threat tracking.

The A-OTHR capability will be in Southern Ontario and 
will extend NORAD and the CAF’s situational awareness 
into the Canadian North and the North Atlantic.

Over-the-Horizon Radar can conduct surveillance at far 
greater ranges than regular radar technology as it bounces 
radar beams off the ionosphere to see around the curvature 
of Earth. The A-OTHR system needs to be in Southern 
Ontario to meet NORAD surveillance requirements.

The town hall meeting
A town hall meeting was held in Creemore on Wednesday, 

September 10, 2025 to discuss, primarily, the receiving site 
purchased in Clearview Township: 2225 Sideroad 15 & 16. 
This site has been described as preliminary and is not large 
enough to accommodate a full-scale receive site. A second 
site is also part of the plan, as is a second transmit site. One 
transmit site has already been designated in the Muskoka 
area.

To begin the town hall meeting a DND representative 
presented a slide show and explained the why’s and how’s 
of the basic physics of this system requiring transmit and 
receive sites needing to be in southern Ontario. It seemed 
to make some sense, but then the question and answer pe-
riod opened up. Concerns abounded with many attempts to 
obtain absolute answers which never came, time after time.

Clearview Township Mayor Doug Measures addressed 
the packed house (over 200 people) at the Station-on-the-
Green, welcoming everyone while expressing his concern, 
citing agriculture as the number one economic activity in 
the township. His initial response upon hearing about this 
project was: “I see we are going to lose agricultural land 
once again.” He spoke of how every township council has 
done their best to mitigate loss of agricultural land to de-
velopment, adding: “This threat to agricultural land is not 
something that we, as your municipality, have any say in.” 
There was a note of defeat in his voice. 

Question and answer
Many of the concerns expressed by members of the com-

munity centred around electromagnetic emissions aimed 
toward themselves and their properties. In response, one 

DND representative explained: “It is a type of electromag-
netic emissions are around us all the time... We’ve got radio 
waves 昀ying around us at all times; LED lights, some pow-
er bars, some computing equipment. All these things are 
already emitting the types of emissions that we are talking 
about on this system”.

When pressed to offer numbers regarding strength of the 
incoming signals, a DND representative responded: “There 
are a number of numbers. Some of them we can’t share be-
cause they refer to the sensitivity of the system.” Explaining 
the path of the re昀ected signals, this DND representative 
offered the summation of: “They are very faint by the time 
they get back”. The word “faint” was used liberally by the 
DND folk.

When questioned about this site prone to being a target 
during a time of war, that concern was not abated by being 
informed of a “Perimeter and secured fence on site”. We 
later learned there would be lighting on the fence to aid 
monitoring.

One very concerned attendee wanted to know how large 
an area would be exposed to these “faint” signals. He had 
explained at some length the potential health effects of 
what we may generally consider innocuous devices. He was 
looking for a precise 昀gure. The response he got showed 
the DND is more concerned about other signals interfering 
with their equipment.

A DND representative replied: “I don’t want to give you a 
number right now. One of the challenges of the receive site 
is trying to make sure we eliminate all the other sources of 
radio frequency noise in the area”.

In response, the citizen advised the DND: “I will put you all 
on notice at this time. If the levels on my property were to ex-
ceed what is considered by the Building Biology Guidelines 
to go into the level of severe, which is over 19 micro-watts per 
metre squared, as a result of this project, I consider any man 
or woman involved in allowing that to happen to be a trespass 
by way of harm. That would include voting for the project, 
providing permitting or any other vested interest, project 
manager and so on. Anyone to be involved in the creation of 
this harm by way of microwave radiation I would consider 
that to be a trespass by way of harm, from myself and those 
under my care. ...That’s the notice I put forth at this time”.

Clearview Township Deputy Mayor Paul Van Staveren 
took time to make it clear that the 昀nal stage, beyond this 
“preliminary” site of 711.7 acres will require a total of 4,000 

acres. This left the assem-
bled citizens wondering how 
that will be achieved. DND 
representatives could not 
say for sure how or where 
they would accomplish that 
end goal. More land, people 
and lives will no doubt be 
effected. No indication of 
compensation for displaced 
or inconvenienced residents 
could be pried from any of 
the DND representatives.

When asked why this re-
ceive site is located in habit-
able, arable land, the answer 
didn’t seem to make sense to 
many folk.

“The positioning associ-
ated with this system, where 
it needed to be to ensure we 
could see into the Arctic. 
The unfortunate aspect 

associated with 
that is, that puts the 
system around the 
46th parallel, i.e.
southern Ontario.

“If you look
across Canada, this 
really is the only
area where we can 
install that system 
and be able to see
at that range.”

The 46th parallel 
is 79 kilometres

north of the preliminary site in Clearview Township. This 
site is closer to the 44th parallel. The 46th parallel falls 
across the top shoreline of Manitoulin Island. If one goes 
north of the 46th parallel the same distance as the prelim-
inary site is south of it (79 kilometres), one would be in 
Temiskaming Shores. The population is far more sparse in
the regions along the 46th parallel, which we were told, is 
the prime latitude.

There was a question asking how long it took to install a 
similar system in Australia. This was the DND’s answer: 
“We’re trying to build as quickly as we can and the time-
lines to deliver the Stage 1 system are aggressive while we 
also make sure we follow correct procedures and keep peo-
ple informed.”

MP Terry Dowdall had a few hard questions for the pan-
el. One of which was: “You have said, on the record, you 
want to have more land. Will the project go forward with 
just the property that you have today and if it doesn’t, is
expropriation a part of the plan?”

DND representative: “Sir; so Stage 1 of the  capability 
parcels that have been acquired we are moving forward with 
the development of those two parcels. Siting analysis, as I
mentioned, for the full solution is ongoing, we put out that
survey, we’re gathering information from other sources, all 
that will be sent up to the leadership and at some point, that 
siting decision will be made. But until then, we are moving 
forward with those two parcels we have acquired.”

MP Dowdall; “I would hope the government would plan 
ahead and know that if that’s all they’re getting, is the proj-
ect dead?”

DND: “The project is moving ahead with those parcels
that we have and that will put into place a capability.”

MP Dowdall: “So the government does not need to ac-
quire any more land for the existing unit to work?”

DND: “The full scope of the project, sir, are those two
full-up radars, including two transmit sites and those two 
full receive sites, that’s the full scope of the project. But at 
this time we don’t have the land for that.”

MP Dowdall: “So if you  don’t acquire the land, what’s
going to happen to the project?”

DND: We’re directed to move forward with the Stage 1
capability with those two parcels. That’s the direction we 
have.

Rumblings went through the hall about MP Dowdall’s
question not being answered. Another DND representative 
attempted an answer but indicated the MP’s question was 
not being understood.

DND: “I think your question is; Given that we’re moving 
forward with the Stage 1 capability, your question is ‘Is that
capability good enough?’”

Audience: “No it’s not”.
DND continued to talk about Stage 1 with the audience 

interrupting with “You’re taking our farms, that’s what we 
are worried about” while the DND representative repeated 
“For Stage 1 we will be proceeding with the two parcels that
we own.” Another DND representative added “For Stage 2, 
that siting analysis, those assessments are continuing. That 
siting decision hasn’t been made.”

This circular “conversation” was ended by the master of
ceremonies, calling on another question, so, no resolve.

Another simple, but direct question seemed to baf昀e 
the panel. A resident asked who ordered this project; who 
signed off on it? What of昀ce did this come from? Not one 
DND representative seemed to understand the question.

Residents received no indication that any inconvenience 
or relocation costs would be offered if such became a real-
ity. No DND representative would suggest nearby property 
values would change.

Story, photographs by Don Beaulieu

This image is taken from a DND online site explaining the Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar Program. It is 
the same diagram handed out in print at the town hall meeting. It has the transmit and receive locations 
reversed, according to the plan told in Creemore. The receive site should be the one below Georgian 
Bay (yellow band) and the transmit site should be north of Prince Edward County (green band).

“Your councillors know this 
is going to have an impact. 
All I ask is that we stand 
up and recognize that we 
are also Canadians and we 
have a responsibility to step 
forward when we’re asked to. 
Generations before us have 
done the same thing. We 
have no say in it.”

—Doug Measures,
Mayor, Clearview Township

“You (DND) may 
come up with an 
environmental 
solution, but 
agriculture: It is 
lost.

—Terry Dowdall
Member of 
Parliament
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      FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 

Roslyn Watkins 
The 5 N’s Publishing House 

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON L9X 0W7 
Phone (705) 722-0138 

 e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com 
 

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com 

 
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community 
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural 

home owners informed about local and national news that affects 
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS:  

$45.00 including HST for 12 issues 
 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for 
omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the 
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid 

for the advertisements.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and 
your cities will spring up again as if by magic, 

but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in 
the streets.” 

W.J. Bryan      

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 
points of view from the agricultural community.  

Editorial opinions are freely expressed by 
 individual authors.

OFA Members Service Representative:  
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276 email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca 

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444 email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca  
OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and York:  

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126 email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca 

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County: 
Mark Reusser:  email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca 

 
  2024-2025 Executive – Simcoe County 

President:       Dave Ritchie               705-534-4017 
Vice President:  Donna Jebb           705-623-8065 
PAC Member:   Colin Elliott 
SCFA Phone:    705-726-9300 ext 1224 
                          simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 

 
2024-2025 Executive – York Region 

President: Darryl Hamilton 416-788-1415  
Contact YRFA: york@ofa.on.ca 
 

    2024-2025 Executive – Dufferin County 
President: Bill McCutcheon 519-766-7905 
1st Vice Gail Little 519-925-2983 
2nd Vice/Treas. George Van Kampen 519-940-2202 

 
2024-2025 Executive – Peel County 

Vice President Gary Mountain 647-225-3410 
PAC Member Philip Armstrong 416-346-5066 
Contact: peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

 
In memory of  
Jill Beischer 

48th 
Anniversary

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Farm View invites letters to the editor. They 
should be fewer than 300  words and deal with a 
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be 
signed, including your full name, address and 
daytime phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls. 

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon, 
Baxter and Lindsay  
BARRIE KOA (Seasonally) 
BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC. 
BRADFORD GREENHOUSE Barrie 
CHARWEN FARMS  
COLLINGWOOD FUELS 
COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE 
COUNTRY DEPOT 
DALSTON STORE 
DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC. 
DOUBLE JB FEEDS 
FOODLAND in Elmvale 
FOUR CEDARS CAFE & CONVENIENCE 
HAMILTON BROS. 
HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally) 
HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville 
HURON TRACTOR, Stayner 
KEVIN BARKER AUCTIONS in Lindsay 
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION 
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 
McLAREN EQUIPMENT Phelpston 
NEIGHBOURS COUNTRY DEPOT 
NICHOLYN FARMS 
ONTARIO STOCK YARDS  
PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston 
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC. 
SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford 
STEER ENTERPRISES 
STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and 
Stayner 
THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 

 
The Farm View is delivered to these business        

between the 25th and 29th of each month and 
copies are available while supplies last. If you 
would like the Farm View mailed directly to your 
home, one year subscriptions can be purchased for 
$45.00. Contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail 
8 Luella Blvd Minesing, ON L9X 0W7 or email 
farmview@on.aibn.com. 

Farm View is available at the following 
agricultural businesses.

                O P I N I O N

The SCFA has submitted the below draft letter on letter-
head to the dept of defence denouncing the Artic Over the 
Horizon Project. 

Farm owners and farm businesses are encouraged to sub-
mit letters in their own words, or use this draft as a shell to 
also denounce this project and its effects on prime agricultural 
land in Clearview township.  

Please contact the SCFA at simcty.fed.agriculture@out-
look.com for the information on where to direct your let-
ters. 

The sooner this letter is submitted the better as work is 
beginning on this project.  

 
“The Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture (SCFA) 

strongly urges the Department of National Defence (DND) 
to halt any further acquisition of prime agricultural land for 
the Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar Program receiving site. 

While we recognize the importance of national defence, 
this cannot come at the cost of one of our most valuable and 
irreplaceable assets—farmland. Prime agricultural land is a 
non-renewable, strategic resource. Once developed, it is lost 
forever. In Simcoe County, this land feeds our province, sus-
tains farm families, drives our rural economy, and supports 
environmental health. It must not be sacrificed. 

This is not unused or vacant land—it is actively producing 
food and providing essential ecological services such as car-
bon storage, water filtration, and flood control. Developing 
this land undermines food security, economic resilience, and 
climate action. 

We further call on DND to immediately halt all develop-
ment studies and project-related activities on the prime farm-
land that has already been acquired. Proceeding with work 
on these lands only deepens the harm and precludes mean-
ingful alternatives. These activities must be paused to allow 
for a full reassessment of siting options that do not involve 
the permanent loss of irreplaceable farmland. 

There are other options. We strongly urge DND to demon-
strate national leadership by committing to preserve all re-
maining prime farmland in the project area. Use lower-
quality lands, existing federal properties, or reconsider siting. 
Simply put, no additional prime farmland should be lost to 
this project. 

The consequences of continuing to sacrifice prime farm-
land extend far beyond the local community. Every acre lost 
weakens Canada’s ability to produce food domestically, in-
creasing reliance on imports and exposing our food system 
to global uncertainties. As a federal institution charged with 
protecting Canadians, the Department of National Defence 
must recognize that safeguarding farmland is also a matter 
of national security. By protecting this vital resource, DND 

can lead by example—demonstrating that long-term food 
security and defence priorities are not mutually exclusive 
but are deeply interconnected. 

Ontario’s farmers are already losing 319 acres of farmland 
every day. DND has the opportunity—and responsibility—
to set a precedent that security and sustainability can go 
hand in hand. Protecting farmland is protecting Canada. 

We are prepared to work collaboratively to find solutions 
that meet national objectives without permanently destroying 
farmland. But the first step is clear: stop any further purchases 
of prime agricultural land—and halt development activity 
on land already acquired.” 

 
Editor’s Note: For details on the Arctic Over-the-Horizon 

Radar Project’s receiving site plan, see the article on page 3.

SCFA Calls on DND to Halt Arctic Radar Project to 
Protect Prime Farmland in Clearview Township

Loretto’s Sky-High Show: Bob and Rita Webber’s Sun-
flowers Hit 22 Feet (and Counting!) 
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premierequipment.ca

StouffvilleAlliston
14183 Highway #48

(905) 640-2692
4896 Dean Drive
(705) 435-7551

YOU JUST HAVE TO GET IN THE SEAT.

There is nothing like running a 
Deere.

We could try to put it into 
words for you. We’d use words 

like powerful, satisfying and 
comfortable. But to be honest, 
the experience says it all. You 

just have to get in the seat. Stop 
by your local Premier to try for 

yourself.

F I N A N C I N G  STA R T I N G  AT

0 %
on Compact Utility Tractors

FOR

MONTHS
72

FALL TURF INSPECTION
Book your service 

inspection by 
December 1, 2025

and get engine oil, fi lter, 
fuel fi lter and spark plugs

FREE
Call our service department 

for details.

$26999
MSRP with 16” bar

MS 162
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC | 9.9LB

NEW

The ‘King of Snow’ Ariens two-stage walk 
behind snow blowers are the #1 selling 

brand in the world.
Ask your local Premier rep 

about instock options!

Available at all locations!

GEAR UP FOR FALL

RECEIVE A

FREEFREE
WOOD-PRO™KIT

YOU JUST HAVE TO
GET IN THE SEAT.
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Experts in our field, 
protecting yours

519.925.3145
scott@crewsoninsurance.com

FARM   COMMERCIAL   RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Scott Horner
Agricultural Account Manager

Real Farmers = Real Food = Real Nutrition  
Shop local & taste the difference.  

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed 

Humanely Raised (by us):  
Beef • Chicken • Pork • Turkey  

We also carry:  
Livestock Feeds • Pet Food • Miller’s Dairy 

Maple Syrup • Honey & much more!

www.BradburyFarm.com 

Visit our Farm Shop!  
4043 2nd Line • Cookstown • 705-816-2917  

www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com 
            Follow us on FB  Bradbury - Small Family Farm 

      www.chrisbellcontracting.ca

info@legacyfuneral.ca         www.legacyfuneral.ca  

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600 Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

Tel: (705) 728-8282  

offering...  
Simple Cremations.  
Traditional Funerals.  
Celebrations of life.  
Graveside Services. 

Pre-Arranged or At-need.
Matt and Cindy Drury/Owners

Check out the ag business directory on page 22.

At the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture (OFA), we 
don’t need to tell you what it 
feels like to watch good 
farmland disappear. As farm-
ers, you see it every day—
field by field, farm by farm. 
Prime agricultural land con-
tinues to be lost to develop-
ment at an alarming rate 
across Ontario. Whether it’s 
residential subdivisions, in-
dustrial sprawl, or major in-
frastructure projects, the 
pressures are growing—and 
the land we rely on to feed 
the province is shrinking. 

You know as well as we do: farmland is a finite, irre-
placeable resource. Once it's gone, it’s gone for good. And 
we’re not just losing soil—we're losing the ability to grow 
food locally, to support farm families, and to keep rural 
economies strong. 

We also know this loss impacts more than food production. 
You manage land that helps protect water sources, store car-
bon, and support biodiversity. When farmland is converted 
to other uses, these environmental benefits are erased. Yet 
despite all of this, farmland is still too often viewed as “avail-
able” land—first in line for development. 

We share your frustration. You work hard, invest in your 
operations, and contribute to your community—only to see 
decisions made that undervalue the land you depend on. And 
while you continue doing your part, it can feel like others 
don’t see the urgency. 

That’s why OFA continues to push hard for farmland to 

be recognized as the number one protected land use in On-
tario. Stronger land-use planning is needed at every level of 
government. Municipalities must be supported—and ex-
pected—to direct growth into already developed areas, rather 
than pushing into agricultural zones. Sprawl is not a solution 
to growth; it’s a permanent loss of capacity. 

We also know that awareness alone won’t stop develop-
ment. We need coordinated policy action, smart planning, 
and sustained public pressure. Through our Home Grown 
Ontario initiative, we’re working to build stronger connec-
tions between consumers, decision-makers, and the farmers 
who grow their food. We’re telling the story of why protect-
ing farmland matters—economically, environmentally, and 
socially—and we’re making sure that agriculture is seen as 
essential infrastructure, not a temporary land use. 

You’ve done your part. Now it’s time for the broader pub-
lic and elected leaders to do theirs. OFA will keep advocat-
ing—for better policy, stronger protections, and real recog-
nition of what farmland means to Ontario. But we need your 
continued voice and support, whether it's at a local planning 
meeting or by sharing your story with your community. 

Farmland is more than just where we work and live—it's 
where our future begins. It’s the foundation of our food sys-
tem, the heart of our rural communities, and a critical part 
of the solution to climate and environmental challenges. If 
we want a future where farming in Ontario is viable for the 
next generation, the time to act is now. 

Let’s keep working together to ensure that Ontario remains 
a place where farms—and farmers—can thrive. 

 
Editor’s Note: See the article on page 3 and the letter to 

the Department of Defence on page 4 opposing the Arctic 
Over the Horizon Project. We encourage you to write in and 
share your concerns. 

Farmland Lost Is Food Lost:  
Protecting the Soil That Sustains Us

By Leah Emms 
OFA Member Services Rep. 
1-866-660-5511 
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca 
www.ofa.on.ca

Total Livestock Marketing 
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact: 

Ab Carroll 705-344-6654 
Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918 

OSI Office 705-458-4000 
 

  Box 1051 Cookstown, ON L0L1L0 
  www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.
Cookstown, Ontario
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Summer Show Stars: Ontario’s Finest 
Dairy Cattle on Display

Elmvale Fall Fair, Hosted by Flos Agricultural Society, 14 George St., Elmvale, ON - elmvalefallfair.com

The The 163163rdrd  Elmvale Fall Fair is happening on the Elmvale Elmvale Fall Fair is happening on the Elmvale 
Community Arena grounds, 14 George Street.Community Arena grounds, 14 George Street.

Celebrate Our Theme: Canadian Made!Celebrate Our Theme: Canadian Made!

Parades

Truck and Tractor Pull

Farm Animals

Midway

Homecraft

Baked Goods

Heavy Horse Show

October 10October 10thth & 11 & 11thth

Entertainment

Visit our website for details at: Visit our website for details at: 
elmvalefallfair.comelmvalefallfair.com

Kick Off  Thanksgiving Weekend Fun!Kick Off  Thanksgiving Weekend Fun!

$13 Adults  $13 Adults  
$8 Students$8 Students

Admission: Admission:  

Eli Noble 
Masonry Specialist

905-904-1570 
ednoble2@gmail.com 
Service areas include 

Barrie, Durham and the GTA 
 
 

 

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

The 28th Annual Summer Show in Lindsay continues to 
be a highlight of Ontario’s dairy cattle scene, second only to 
the Royal Winter Fair. 

Photo at right: Mike Phoenix from Greenbank is seen 
showing Hi-View-Corners Show Sophie in the Junior 3-
Year-Old class. Sophie, a talented young Jersey, is sired by 
Jacob’s Show Time. 

Photo below right: Representing Fraeland Farms from 
Fergus, ON, Steve Fraser proudly presents his home-bred 
cow, Fraeland Crushabull Antastasia, sired by Oh-River-
SYC Crushabull-ET. 

Photo below left: Melyssa Sargent from Enniskillen Jer-
seys, Enniskillen, ON, is pictured with her family’s home-
bred cow, Enniskillen Prada Sue 644, which captured first 
place in her class. 

The show continues to showcase the dedication and ex-
cellence of Ontario’s dairy breeders, with impressive animals 
and proud exhibitors on display.
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Summer Farm Day and Tour: Guest speaker session synopses
It is a custom of the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association that 

the 昀rst vice president hosts the annual Summer Farm Day and Tour. That 
meant this year’s event was hosted by Andy and his wife Lori Van Niekerk 
on their farm south of Stayner, Ontario. Van Niekerk’s family has been op-
erating the farm since 1957 with Andy buying it in 1996. Larry, their dog, 
has been on the farm for four years.

Van Niekerk is a crop advisor, as he says “...I do a lot of ‘what ifs’” on his 
farm, among many formal small plot trials including third-party marketing 
trials. He admitted that following strict protocols for the trials is important, 
“The really fun ones are the ones 
where you make a mistake.” He 
explained that really; “There are 
never any mistakes in agriculture, 
only learning opportunities and 
more test plots.”

Punctuated with his dry humour, 
Van Niekerk offered insights to 
his work, particularly with trials. 
He stressed that there is more to 
growing crops than NPK (nitro-
gen, phosphorous, potassium). He 
believes  the three important con-
tributors to soil productivity are “...
soil structure, soil biology and soil 
chemistry”.

OSCIA President Eleanor 
Renaud  addressed the attendees, 
saying they are in for two days (the 
next day involved a bus tour, see 
page   ) of innovation and explora-
tion under the canopy of research.

Executive director for the 
OSCIA Kerry Wright was invited 
to address the crowd. She spoke of 
growing up with her chef father, 
before there were celebrity chefs. 
While her family enjoyed his cook-
ing, she quoted him: “We are not 
the heroes here. The people out 
on the farms are the heroes. They 
are growing the food to allow  us 
to make amazing meals”. Wright 
extended that to the soil and appre-
ciating what the OSCIA is doing to 
help farmers maintain high quality 
soil on their farms.

Managing resistance
The 昀rst guest speaker of the day 

was Brittany Lacasse, manager of 
Stewardship and Sustainability for 
CropLife Canada.

Lacasse explained that her presen-
tation was intended to show how her 
company’s research “...can be applied 
through knowledge transfer and how 
we’re communicating the research re-
sults to farmers”.

She continued to explain that CropLife 
Canada is a national trade association 
representing manufacturers, retailers, 
developers and distributors of pesticide 
and plant bio-technology innovations, 
with 44 member companies. They advo-
cate “For a positive domestic regulatory 
environment based in science”. We also 
like to advocate for the role of plant sci-
ence education and sustainable outcomes 
and how agriculture contributes to sus-
tainability as well as having a global ru-
ral space trading system”.

She provided an enlightening presen-
tation on causes and mitigation to resis-
tance in a variety of situations.

Great Lakes YEN
Joanna Follings, a cereal specialist 

with OMAFA (Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness). 
She is a part of the Great Lakes Yield 
Enhancement Network (YEN) team in 
Ontario. She explained the beginning of 
YEN began in the United Kingdom about 
15 years ago. Currently, Michigan State 
University, Michigan Wheat Program, 
Grain Farmers of Ontario, University of 
Guelph and OMAFA have come together 
to bring the progamme to our province.

A question and answer segment fea-
turing Van Niekerk, being one of the 
newer participants, was very popular.

Building resiliency with cover crops
This was another very detailed presentation by Dr. 

Laura Van Eerd, professor at the University of Guelph. 
She was excited to share what has been going on “in my 
long-term experiment”. She works with something like 
a mini-farm: “What we can do is compare no cover crop  
control to the same cover crop planted in the area and
follow cover crop yields over time”.

That simple explanation was followed, of course, by 
a lot of details from carefully controlled and monitored 
plots, demonstrating a variety of de昀nite bene昀ts and 
inter-relationships. 

Living Lab Ontario
Farmer engagement and research liaison with OSCIA 

Owen Ricker gave the crowd an introduction to Living 
Lab Ontario. Owen works to ensure trial information 
is accurately recorded and shared with the appropriate 
researchers.

His 昀rst order of business was to explain just what 
Living Lab is about: “A living lab is a farm innovation 
project that is supported by research. Our objective is 
to mitigate climate change by reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and by increasing carbon sequestration”. 
There are three principles followed. 1) User-centred in-
novation. 2) Partnerships. 3) Real-life context.

As with all presentations, the details contained in 
Ricker’s talk were far too much to include here but pro-
vided OSCIA members with a ton or so of insight.

Methane & liquid manure
Stephen Burtt works with Living Lab Research and 

Agriculture and Agrifood Canada in methane measure-
ment and mitigation, co-ordinating activities.

The amount of methane released by manure of dairy 
cattle and swine is measured by laser. Some of the cave-
ats of such methods, wind for example, were discussed 
and the adjustments necessary were explained.

The science involved, as with all aspects of farming 
these days, is amazing as is the technology that provides 
the details and co-relates the results. The information 
gathered is a great base for determining not just sources, 
but improvements, many of which are making their way 
into farm processes today.

Research covers different geographic regions, storage 
methods and animals. Best practices continue to get 
better.

On-farm tours of plots in Van Niekerk’s 昀elds were a 
part of the day and included cover crops, trial strips ver-
sus plots, soybean variety, nitrogen ef昀ciency and more. 
Lunch was provided by Valley Farm Market.

Report & photographs by Don Beaulieu

“Agriculture 
is one of 
the biggest 
drivers in the 
country for 
our economy.”

—Eleanor Renaud,
President OSCIA

Hosts Lori and Andy 
Niekerk with their 
dog Larry. Larry was 
more interested in the 
“Thank you” package 
than facing the camera. 
There may have been 
dog treats in there.

9
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OSCIA Farm Tour Showcases Innovation From Soil to Shelf
On a beautiful Saturday this past August my husband 

Shawn and I boarded the bus at Andy and Lori Van Niekerk’s 
farm and joined fellow members for an inspiring farm tour 
organized by the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Asso-
ciation. Throughout the day we visited a variety of farms, 
each stop offering fascinating insight from knowledgeable 
hosts who shared their expertise with passion and pride. 
From cutting-edge research to long-standing family tradi-
tions, every speaker reminded us of the innovation, resilience, 
and dedication that drive Ontario agriculture. 

 
Miller’s Dairy: From Barn to Bottle 
Miller’s Dairy is more than just a farm—it’s a full-circle 

dairy and crop operation that keeps every step of production 
close to home. The 800-acre farm is home to Jaylon Jerseys, 
a 100% purebred herd of 120 milking cows and an equal 
number of young stock. All of the animals’ feed is grown on 
the farm, with extra corn, soybeans, and wheat sold as cash 
crops. 

The business is owned and operated by John and Maureen 
Miller, who have created a unique system that keeps their 
milk on the property from cow to carton. Jaylon Farms owns 
the land, crops, and cattle, selling milk to Dairy Farmers of 
Canada. Miller’s Dairy then purchases that milk back from 
Dairy Farmers of Canada—but it never actually leaves the 
farm. Instead, it flows underground from the milking barn 
directly to the on-site bottling facility just a short distance 
away. 

The operation employs 15 people, including six who work 
in the processing plant. Each week, Miller’s Dairy bottles 
and sells about 21,000 litres of milk. 

During a tour, visitors saw the vintage equipment used in 
processing. Much of it was sourced from a dairy equipment 
farm in South Carolina. The vintage equipment includes an 
ice cream maker weighing 1,500 pounds that originally be-
longed to John’s mother’s family. 

The tour also included the modern milking barn, where 
an automatic system milks 120 cows twice a day—a process 
that takes about two hours. As John explained, Jersey milk 
is especially prized for its higher calcium content compared 
to other breeds. 

Reflecting on the journey from farming to processing, 
John called it a “pretty wild ride.” But he also noted that the 
effort is worthwhile: “People in rural areas get local, get 
quality, and don’t mind paying for it.” 

 
Ontario Crops Research Station:  
Innovation in the Holland Marsh 
The Ontario Crops Research Station has been at the heart 

of agricultural progress in the Holland Marsh since its be-
ginnings in 1946. Originally established as a University of 

Guelph research station, it later operated as a government 
facility before returning to the university’s oversight. 

For nearly three decades, research technician Kevin Van-
der Kooi has been a steady presence at the station. Since 
1996, he has focused on soils and vegetable crops, with car-
rots and onions forming the core of the research program. 

The Holland Marsh, often called Ontario’s “vegetable 
basket,” produces an astounding 40% of Canada’s carrots 
and onions. Its rich muck soil is the foundation of that suc-
cess, though it is a diminishing resource. Around the station, 
muck soil runs three to four feet deep, but Vander Kooi notes 
that depth varies widely across the fields. 

The 10-acre research farm currently uses about eight acres 
for trials, as salts leaching from the nearby highway limit 
productivity on part of the land. Much of the work at the 
station centers on phosphorus management, with researchers 
striving to reduce fertilizer use while maintaining strong 
yields. 

Innovation is also a priority. Now in its third year of test-
ing, a Naïo agricultural robot is being used at the station as 
part of ongoing studies into how new technologies can be 
adapted to the Marsh’s unique conditions. 

From soil health to robotics, the Ontario Crops Research 
Station continues to play a vital role in supporting farmers 
in the Holland Marsh—helping ensure this world-class grow-
ing region remains productive for generations to come. 

 
Beattie Farms: Six Generations Strong in 

Simcoe County 
Beattie Farms has been growing potatoes in Simcoe 

County for generations, and today the legacy continues with 
Tyler Beattie, who proudly introduced himself as the 6th 
generation on the land. 

The farm tour began with a look at the impressive har-
vesting equipment—capable of digging 45,000 pounds of 
potatoes in just five minutes. Tyler also highlighted the scale 
of their irrigation system, which pumps 4,000 gallons of wa-
ter per minute. This past summer, during the long heat spell, 
the system ran continuously for four weeks to protect the 

crop. 
Storage is 

another feat in 
itself. Beattie 
Farms harvests 
about 5 million 
pounds of po-
tatoes that are 
c a r e f u l l y 
stored in their 
s p e c i a l i z e d 
“potato ho-
tels.” With 11 
of these stor-

age facilities on site, each building is designed to keep pota-
toes in top condition for months after harvest. 

Visitors also had a chance to see the washing machinery, 
a key step in preparing the potatoes for market. Tyler ex-
plained that potatoes are planted in a three-year rotation, 

which helps maintain healthy soil and consistent yields. 
But potatoes at Beattie Farms aren’t just destined for the 

dinner table. The farm is also home to Beattie Distillers, a 
premium farm-to-bottle operation producing potato-based 
vodka and gin. In fact, Beattie’s was the first distillery to 
make gin entirely from Canadian potatoes, adding a unique 
chapter to the family’s long agricultural history. 

From the field to the glass, Beattie Farms showcases how 
tradition, innovation, and passion for agriculture can thrive 
together. 

 
Purple Hills: Pioneering Cannabis Farm-

ing in Ontario 
Just north of Barrie, Purple Hills Cannabis Farm stands 

as one of Ontario’s pioneering hemp and cannabis operations. 
Founded in 2013 by Peter Miller, together with his wife and 
his aunt and uncle, the farm was among the first in Canada 
to secure a federal license. What began as a one-acre plot—
“fenced to the teeth,” as Peter describes it—has grown into 
one of the province’s top-quality cannabis brands. 

In the early days, Health Canada officials made weekly 
inspections, re-
flecting the un-
c e r t a i n t y 
around this 
new industry. 
But as Peter 
explains, over 
the years regu-
lations have 
eased as au-
thorities came 
to recognize “it 
is just farm-
ing.” For the 
Millers, farm-
ing has always 
been in the 
b l o o d — t h e 
family has 
worked this 
land since 
1952. 

The road to 
stability, how-
ever, was far 
from smooth. 
Purple Hills 
partnered with 
several large-
scale compa-
nies over the years, navigating a market that was first tightly 
restricted and then suddenly flooded. Today, ownership has 
come full circle, with Peter and his wife once again at the 
helm. 

In 2017, Purple Hills became the first farm permitted to 
produce cannabis outdoors in Ontario. Inside, they maintain 
mother plants and clones, while outdoors they cultivate 
roughly 45,000 plants by hand—no seed drills, just careful 
planting. Over time, they have trialed hundreds of genetic 
varieties to determine what thrives in the local environment. 

Peter emphasizes that outdoor growing has many advan-
tages over warehouse production: “Trying to recreate Mother 
Nature in a warehouse is very difficult. Growing outside, a 
lot of problems naturally solve themselves.” Without the use 
of pesticides, nature provides its own solutions—ladybugs 
eliminate pests, then disappear once their work is done. 

Weather plays a crucial role in success. A wet season dur-
ing the vegetative stage followed by a dry spell during flow-
ering is ideal. In 2024, the farm needed no irrigation, but 
this past summer’s heat demanded plenty. 

Purple Hills’ fields are filled exclusively with female 
plants, essential for producing high-quality flower. From 
those plants, the farm produces a wide range of products, all 
crafted with best-in-class manufacturing practices. 

From its tightly fenced beginnings to its role as an industry 
leader, Purple Hills reflects both the challenges and the prom-
ise of cannabis farming in Ontario—rooted in tradition, 
driven by innovation, and sustained by resilience.

Report and photos by Roslyn Watkins

John Miller of Miller’s Dairy

Research technician Kevin 
Vander Kooi answers the many 
questions from the group.

Tyler Beattie of Beattie, 
John Farms Limited

Peter Miller of Purple Hills
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A local, full service Ag retailer providing 
agronomic solutions to increase productivity 

and profitability on your farm.

ORANGEVILLE 1.800.668.3047 
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138 
STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

www.ho lmesag ro.com

Working to Grow With You!

True North Mechanical 
 Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 

Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,  
one satisfied customer at a time.

Pictured above is Becky Vissers from Bowmanville get-
ting in a practice run for the Carriage Class. She is driv-
ing a cart being pulled by her Haflinger horse named 
Carissa. The Carriage Class highlights both the skill of 
the driver and the responsiveness of the horse, and 
Becky’s focus during practice reflects her dedication. 

Sunderland Fair Favourites in Motion Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

This is Briar Smith of Sunderland with a Charloais 
crossbred calf in the Sunderland Fair Beef Cattle Show.  
Briar is 9 years old.  

To the right is what a first-place winner looks like in mo-
tion during a Draft Horse Show line class. This is 
Stephen Lewis of Terragold from Cannington with his 
Clydesdale which won the class. The pair moved with 
confidence and style, showing off the breed’s trade-
mark strength and elegance.  
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Guest Speaker: 
Kelly Swift Jones  

Simcoe County Museum Curator 
 

at Living Faith Presbyterian Church in  
Baxter, ON 

Tickets are $25.00 per person 
Doors open at 5:15PM 

Guest Speaker at 5:30PM 
Dinner at 6:00PM 

AGM meeting to follow dinner 
All OFA members in good standing in the 
Simcoe County area are invited to attend.

Register on Eventbrite.ca under  
“Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture’s 

Annual General Meeting

Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture 
Annual General Meeting 

Thursday October 30th, 2025

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing    
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled, 
professional and reliable installation and service 

for more than 35 years. 

Our services include 
     • Oil tank installation and removal. 
     • Furnace installation and service. 
     • A/C installation and service. 
    • Hot water heater installation and service. 
     • Propane tank installation.  
        (aboveground and underground) 
     • Bulk fuel tank and pump installation. 

 705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571 
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7 
www.collingwoodfuels.com    info@collingwoodfuels.com 

https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/ 

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil, 
Diesel and Gasoline

Barrie Fair Highlights Cattle, Sheep, Piglets, and Young Farmers 
in Action Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

The Barrie Fair once 
again brought the local 
agricultural community 
together, showcasing tal-
ented farmers, livestock, 
and dedicated volunteers. 

Photo at right: May 
Bradley from Kawartha 
Lakes is pictured show-
ing Speckle Lane My 
Moonshine, a striking 
black Speckle Park cow. 
This Canadian breed, 
originating in 
Saskatchewan in 1959 
from Shorthorn and Ab-
erdeen Angus crosses, 
continues to impress 
judges and visitors alike. 
My Moonshine is home-
bred from Speckle Lane 
Farm and was a highlight of the beef cattle show. 

Photo center: A wide variety of agriculture was featured at the Fair. Lauren Cowan from 
Innisfil is pictured with her Southdown yearling ewe at the Sheep Show, demonstrating skill 
and care in handling her flock. 

Photo far right: No fair can happen without volunteers, and Lisa Peterson from Innisfil 
was on hand at the Barrie Fair Education Centre. As a pork producer and Past President of 
the Essa and District Agricultural Society, she shared the joys of raising free-range pigs. 
Her sow and 12 energetic piglets were a crowd favourite, often delighting visitors with 
playful “zoomies” around the pen. 

Photo bottom far right: Young farmers are the future of agriculture, and six-year-old 
Luke Hoskin was on display showing his family’s Charolais, Cocoa.  

From home-bred cattle to playful piglets, the Barrie Fair offered a vibrant snapshot of 
local agriculture, highlighting the dedication, knowledge, and joy that farmers of all ages 
bring to the community.
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murrayscott8@icloud.com
705-721-8472

 • Agricultural • Equestrian • Commercial • Industrial

My sister Rev. Erin asked me if I would share with all 
of you a recent message shared with my residents and 
families at the Long-Term Care facility I support as their 
Spiritual Care Coordinator. We spoke about how this 
message can be either deep or light on the surface de-
pending on what people need to hear when reading it. I 
hope this message finds you all well and savoring the 
last few weeks of summer! We sure have had a lot of sun 
this summer and that summer sun is what led me to this 
message! 

I was at home one afternoon doing my least favorite 
household chore: washing dishes! I know some people 
find doing dishes relaxing; I have yet to get to that point! 
I honestly have to schedule time to do dishes and I men-
tally prepare myself to get through it. On the window 
above my sink, I have a sun catcher. While I was washing 
dishes, a sunbeam caught my sun catcher and it scattered 
colors across the counter. I found myself distracted, which 
honestly happens a lot while trying to get through the 
dishes. This day though, I noticed that the colors shifted 
with the smallest of movements. A tilt of my head, a step 
to the side—any movement—and suddenly the pattern 
changed. Sometimes the red blazed brightly, sometimes 
the blue deepened, sometimes they all blurred into soft 
edges, and in that moment, I found myself going down 
the rabbit hole of reflection, stumbling across this month’s 
message. 

Standing at the sink, getting through the dishes, I 
thought about how life is so much like a sun catcher’s 
prism. A situation, a challenge, even a relationship can 
look one way from a certain angle, but if we take the 
time to shift our perspective, the picture can change en-
tirely. What once seemed hopeless may reveal a glimmer 
of possibility. What once seemed clear-cut may suddenly 
appear more complex. And what once felt painful may 
begin to make sense in the light of understanding. 

Looking even deeper, I realized that if we look at our 
own lives, our own spirituality, we can learn a lot from 
sun catchers, and in many ways we are the prisms of a 
sun catcher. We are vessels for a single, pure light, a di-
vine spark that reveals itself in many colors as it passes 
through the adventures of our lived experiences. There 
is joy as a beautiful bright yellow, grief as deep purple, 
growth as vibrant green, and passion as fiery red. Even 
the blurred colors—uncertainty, regret, and anger—are 
part of the spectrum and each color belongs. Each shade 
is part of the same light. The sun catcher has no judgment 
of the colors; it simply reveals them. And maybe this is 
the work of the soul: to hold up our prism, to let the 
divine light within us show itself, and to say: “All of this 
is me. All of this belongs.” 

I encourage you to embrace this vision of the sun 
catcher’s prism and honor the divine within yourselves 
and in each soul you encounter. When we learn to see 
ourselves this way, as living spectrums, we begin to see 
others this way too; not as one flat color, but as beautifully 
complex beings, each lit by the same sacred light. Light 
is always more than what we see at first glance. The light 
we see in a moment is never the whole story. Shift your 
view, and you’ll find colors you didn’t know were there. 
Sometimes we just need to move, change our angle, and 
look again, and in doing so, we discover the full beauty 
of the spectrum, in ourselves and in others. 

I wish you a light-filled fall full of multi-colors and 
minimal dishes! Shine bright, my friends!

The Sun Catcher’s Light

In Gratitude,  
The Soul Sisters 

Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely   
Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com 

 Harvests of gratitude: From ancient fields 
to North American Thanksgiving

The oldest festivities recognizing what we 
would refer to as Thanksgiving, revealed by 
archaeology, go back to Neolithic harvest 
rituals. This means 10,000–5,000 BCE (Be-
fore Common Era). This is connected to the 
rise of agriculture in the Fertile Crescent, 
where people began seasonal harvest festi-
vals. 

The Fertile Crescent occupies parts of Iraq 
(the core of ancient Mesopotamia, between 
the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers), Syria, 
Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Kuwait 
(sometimes included at the southeastern end), 
Egypt (Sinai and Nile Delta are often linked 
with it, although some maps exclude Egypt), 
Turkey (southeastern part, near the headwa-
ters of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers), and 
Iran (western edge, especially near 
Mesopotamian lowlands). This area is also 
referred to as the cradle of humanity. Ar-
chaeological evidence at sites like Çatal-
höyük (Turkey) shows communal feasting 
tied to the agricultural cycle. While it was 
not the popular Thanksgiving we know, these 
events served the same basic purpose: giving 
thanks for food security. Many of us today 
consider thanks for other good fortunes and 
health, as most of today’s population is not 
directly connected to agriculture and direct 
harvesting of food. 

Circa 3000 BCE, there is evidence of 
Egyptians celebrating the annual flooding of 
the Nile River. This flooding guaranteed fer-
tile soil and abundant crops. Offerings were 
made to Osiris (the Egyptian god of afterlife, 
death, resurrection, fertility, and often asso-
ciated with agriculture); communities feasted 
in gratitude for the harvest. 

In Greece, it was around 1000 BCE that 
Demeter’s festivals began. Demeter was their 
goddess of grain. Festivities included rituals, 
sacrifices, and communal meals—essentially 
a harvest thanksgiving. 

Romans began honoring Ceres, their god-
dess of agriculture, with festivals tied to agri-
culture as early as the 5th century BCE, and 
autumn harvest rituals to her likely developed 
alongside spring festivals soon after. These 
festivities included games, music, and feast-

ing—closer in spirit to our modern Thanks-
giving. 

Long before European contact, many In-
digenous North Americans held harvest cer-
emonies. 

The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) gave 
thanks with multiple festivals throughout the 
year, including a Green Corn Festival in late 
summer. 

The Wampanoag had long-standing cere-
monies of gratitude for successful crops and 
hunts. 

Indigenous peoples of the Great Plains 
partook in rituals such as the First Fruits cer-
emonies, which involved thanking the Cre-
ator and spirits for sustenance. 

Vikings made it to the shores of North 
America around the year 1000. They didn’t 
have a single holiday called Thanksgiving. 
The Norse/Vikings had autumn harvest ritu-
als and feasts of gratitude with offerings, 
toasts, and big communal meals which all 
echo the same themes. 

As for post-Columbian (Christopher 
Columbus) celebrations in North America, 
Florida saw some of their earliest thanksgiv-
ing-like events on the continent. In Florida 
(1565), Spanish settlers at St. Augustine held 
a Mass of thanksgiving with Indigenous 
Timucua people decades before the famed 
Plymouth/Pilgrims stories took place. 

In Newfoundland (1578), English explorer 
Martin Frobisher held a thanksgiving service 
after surviving harsh voyages. 

Plymouth, Massachusetts (1621): The 
“First Thanksgiving” story of Pilgrims and 
Wampanoag sharing a three-day harvest feast 
is the most widely remembered, but it was 
part of a much older human pattern. 

It is easy to grasp the relationship of 
thanksgiving being related to the first agri-
cultural societies, where people held harvest 
rituals of gratitude. In North America, In-
digenous ceremonies of thanks predate colo-
nial thanksgivings by millennia. 

While our modern Thanksgiving certainly 
has specific cultural roots, the act of com-
munal gratitude for food and harvest is as 
old as farming itself.

The Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario 
(CFFO) announced upcom-
ing Education Days to be 
held in four different loca-
tions across Ontario includ-
ing Alvinston, Ancaster, Bar-
rie, and Kemptville. The 
day-long event will feature 
special guest speakers and in-
dustry experts focusing on 
two main topics: “Financial, 
Succession and Estate Plan-
ning for Farming Families,” 
and “Agriculture in the 
Global Markets – Our De-
pendency on Trade and our 
Marketing Tools.” 

Everyone from the agri-
cultural community is wel-
come to attend. Registration 
is required. 

The Education Day in 
Barrie will be held on Thurs-
day, November 27, 2025. 

For more information, 
check the CFFO website, 
www.christianfarmers.org, or 
contact the CFFO Toll-Free: 
1-855-800-0306, or email: 
info@christianfarmers.org. 

The Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario 
(CFFO) is an Accredited 
Farm Organization represent-
ing the interests of over 4,000 
farm families in Ontario who 
are called to the vocation of 
farming. CFFO policy pro-
motes economically, socially, 
and environmentally sustain-
able farming, advocating that 
farmers receive fair returns 
for their production and 
stewardship efforts.

CFFO 
Announces 

Education  Days
By Don Beaulieu
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Healthy Waters Program 
Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the  
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water  
quality and stream health by providing funding and free, 
on-site technical advice.  
Grants covering 30 – 100% of projects costs up to  
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.  
• tree planting 
• livestock restriction fencing 
• manure storage improvements 
• on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws 
• clean water diversion for barnyards 
• abandoned well decommissioning 
• tile drain control boxes 
• and more! 
Call us today about your project! 
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at 
705-424-1479 x239 • www.nvca.on.ca

JOIN US!
SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT

Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario

Keeping Faith in Farming

christianfarmers.org

Harvest Dinner 
Friday, October 24th 

Schomberg Community Hall 
Info: 705-424-0968

History and Haunts in the Pioneer 
Cemetery at the Village at Black Creek 

Most of the two 
dozen buildings at 
the Village at Black 
Creek in Toronto – 
one of Ontario’s pre-
miere recreated pio-
neer communities – 
have been moved to 

the site from other locations across the city and throughout 
York Region. 

But among the handful of attractions original to the site 
is one where history and haunts blend in equal measure.   

Set at the rear of the Village at Black Creek Pioneer Vil-
lage, shaded by trees and in the shadow of Fisherville United 
Church, is a modest cemetery. About a dozen humble plots, 
each marked with a simple headstone of weathered granite, 
sit among shrubbery and trees. There’s a sense of sacred 
tranquility about the cemetery, a fittingly respectful atmos-
phere for the final resting place of pioneer settlers who once 
lived upon the land now occupied by the living history mu-
seum Village at Black Creek. 

 
Unlike most of the sites at the Village at Black Creek, the 

cemetery has always been here. It was established in 1859 
to serve the farming hamlet of Kaiserville (named in honor 
of the founding Kaiser family), located at the crossroads of 
Steeles Avenue and Jane Street. The cemetery was adjacent 
to the Town line Church, a modest log house of worship at-
tended by Methodists. 
The first known interred 
person was Michael 
Stong, a son of Daniel 
and Elizabeth Stong. 

 
The church closed in 

1884 but remained in use 
as a Sunday school for 
many years afterward. 
Eventually, the aging 
building fell into disre-
pair and was torn down. 
The last burial in the 
Kaiserville Cemetery 
was Frank Boynton, who 
died in 1927.  

When the Village at 
Black Creek Pioneer Vil-
lage was founded, its or-
ganizers realized they 

needed to acquire a historic Church to represent pioneer-era 
worship. They found an ideal candidate in the Fisherville 
United Church, built in 1856, and placed it where the 
Kaiserville Church once stood. 

But the presence of a holy building hasn’t prevented at 
least one ghost from rising from his grave in the adjacent 
graveyard. Lore says that this restless entity is the spirit of a 
lonely child, somehow separated from his family in death. 
He spends considerable effort drawing attention to himself, 
perhaps to assuage his aching loneliness. He sometimes man-
ifests as a spectral orb or a shadowy figure flitting among 
the time worn burial stones and sometimes even appears 
briefly to play hide-and-seek. This half-pint haunt also plays 
poltergeist pranks on unwary adults, playfully tugging on 
the clothes of unsuspecting people or pinching exposed skin. 
One guest even reported the sensation of a small hand in 
hers.  

We know virtually nothing about this lad, except for the 
fact he must have lived in Kaiserville, died sometime during 
the 19th century or very early 20th century, and was buried 
within the cemetery. Sadly, his identity eludes us because 
his and many other grave markers had been destroyed or 
rendered illegible by the time the Village at Black Creek 
was founded.  

The thought of all the experiences this child never got to 
enjoy in life is deeply saddening. Even more heartbreaking 
is the thought that he may never enjoy rest and may never 
be reunited with his family.  

Village 
stories 

 by Andrew Hind

FARM FEED 
SERVICE

• Organic Feed Available •  
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,  
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed  
& feeders, cat & dog food 
Bulk and custom orders upon request.  
We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags, 
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,  
Herbs for Horses products and more!

959 Marshall Rd. 
Wyebridge,ON  L0K 2E1 
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road 
Phone 705-526-0563  Fax 705-526-4862

Curbside pick up still offered 
 Call today to place your poultry order

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,  
Sunday and Holidays - closed.

Marshall W. Driver 
Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

Melody Somerville, Funeral Director-Manager
tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca 

email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com 
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       4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0    (905) 939-7494    E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca 

 Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!
Visit our website for soybean harvest updates 

and current cash bids.Est. 1989

Call today to book 2025 crop prices

www.dunkerronelevators.ca 
Family owned and operated  

for over 35 years!

South Simcoe County 4-H Poultry Club 
shows at the Beeton Fair Report by Emery Samson

On September 13th 
we were at the Beeton 
Fair doing our 
achievement day 
show with our poultry 
or waterfowl 4-H 
projects. Everybody 
looked amazing in 
their showmanship at-
tire. The poultry and 
waterfowl all looked 
amazing. Thanks to 
the volunteers, Beeton 
Agricultural Society, 
4-H Club Leaders and 
parents everything 
went well. Hope 
everyone enjoyed the 
Beeton Fair and will 
be back in 2026.

Essa Township is proud to announce 
the recipients of the 2025 Agricultural 
Scholarships! Each winner has been 
awarded a cheque for $2,000 to support 
their continued education in agricul-
ture. 

Applicants were required to meet 
the following criteria: 
· Live in, or be a recent resident 

of, Essa Township 
· Be a Grade 12 student or a re-

cent graduate within the past two 
years 
· Have been accepted into a full-

time agricultural program at an ac-
credited university or college starting 
this fall 
· Demonstrate a strong interest in 

agriculture, community involvement, 
rural issues, leadership, and scholas-
tic achievement 

This year’s scholarship winners, 
from left to right are Aislynn Kell, 
Lauren Cowan, Jaiden van Kolf-
schoten, and Isabella Cullen. They 
have shown exceptional dedication 

to both their studies and their commu-
nity. Their passion for agriculture and 
commitment to rural development ex-
emplifies the future leaders of our town-
ship. 

The awards were proudly presented 
by Dorothy Lange, Director, and Mike 
Elines, President, celebrating the 
achievements of these outstanding 
young individuals. 

2025 Cookstown Agricultural Society Bursary winners!

Providing Provincial Support  
in Simcoe North 
• Anniversary, Birthday & Special Event Scrolls

• Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates

• Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)

• GAINS (tax credits for disabled persons  

 and seniors)

• Health Care

• Health Cards/OHIP Issues

• Natural Resources & the Environment

• Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)

• Ontario Student Assistance (OSAP)

• Provincial Government Programs

• Seniors Issues

• Small Business Issues

• Transportation

• Trillium Drug Program (OTDP)

• Workplace Safety & 

 Insurance Board (WSIB)

JILL  
DUNLOP 
MPP – Simcoe North/Nord

705-326-3246 • Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org  
JillDunlopMPP.ca

Canada and Ontario Investing  
$4.77 Million in Agri-Food Research
The Grow Ontario Strategy is the government’s 

plan to enhance Ontario’s food supply chain and 

address vulnerabilities through research and the 

adoption of innovative technologies and practices 

that enhance competitiveness. This investment is 

being made through the Sustainable CAP to support 

a productive, resilient and strong agri-food sector.

 Photo by Andrej Baca

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467 
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

More 4-H on page 
19!
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Draft Horse Power on Display at the Essa National Show

The Essa National Draft Horse Show featured some im-
pressive hitches and riding classes, showcasing the strength 
and versatility of these gentle giants. 

Pictured in the top left photo is a Unicorn hitch, which 
means there are three horses hitched to the wagon. This hitch 
is owned by Kim Smith of Westwin Shires and Clydesdales. 
The driver is Mike Beuerman of Drumbo, ON and the assis-
tant driver is Don Lowes of Princeton, ON. 

In the top right photo is a gorgeous six-horse hitch owned 
by Peter and Laura Maher of Hyjak Belgians from New 
Lowell, ON. The driver is Jeff Robins of Thorold, ON, and 

the assistant driver is Alli Maher of New Lowell, ON. 
Pictured at the bottom right is beautiful six-horse hitch 

Terragold, owned by Sherry and Stephen Lewis of Canning-
ton, ON. Owner Sherry Lewis is driving, and the assistant 
driver is Mira Dewar from Poplar Hill, Nova Scotia. 

In the bottom left photo, the horse is owned by Katie 
Fleming and ridden by Esther Penders of Burford, ON. Be-
tween the hitch classes, the crowd at the Essa National Draft 
Horse Show was treated to another display of draft horse 
versatility.

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill
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By Janis Hamilton

for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking, 
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com 
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

519-942-6012

Quilt guilds, as I’ve mentioned before offer quite a range 
of activities, speakers, workshops and friendship not to men-
tion the treats at breaktime. I belong to 2 guilds and recently 
at the night guild (Kempenfelt Quilters’ Guild-Barrie) we 
had one of the best speakers who inspired us all. Mandie 
Eddie from Jane Street Quilts, Bancroft area presented a 
timely topic of “No Waste, Quick Finish” approach to quilt-
ing. This certainly sparked my interest, as I do have cup-
boards of fabric to turn into quilts to be shared with others. 

Here is a brief outline directly from Mandie with her 
permission and thanks for her input. 

 
“I had owned a fabric store in Cayuga in the 90's and 

after retiring from a career in enforcement I went back to 
my love of quilting. I worked for a couple of years in a 
fabric store both as customer service and as a long arm in-
structor, I saw the confusion and angst when purchasing 
quilting fabrics. There had been an upsurge in quilting during 
COVID and as a result of demand - the cost for fabric rose 
over 25%.   

I decided to develop "No Waste - Quick Finish" (copyright 
2023, 2024, 2025) When people went back to work after 
COVID not only were they stretched for time - but the cost 
of things had soared, and they were now short on cash.  

Quilting is great therapy - but when you spend a lot of 
money on fabric and then 30% of it is leftover because either 
the pattern was not designed to make the best use of fabric - 
or the customer purchased "just a little extra" - it now leaves 
you with a stash - which we say we will use - and often in-
stead of getting used up - it sits hidden in a bin, under the 
bed - in closets, in the attic or buried in the yard lol! 

And when you are back to work - you may only have 30 
- 45 minutes in the evening to sew - which although great 
therapy - means that instead of taking 3 weeks to make a 
quilt - it now takes 3 months.   

The "No Waste - Quick Finish" patterns are designed to 
take no longer than 6-8 hours to complete. So, an hour after 
work each day and a few hours over the weekend means 
you can have a beautiful quilt created in short order! The 
"No Waste - Quick Finish" Kits are all precut - and this 
means you do not have to choose the fabrics - they are all 
colour coordinated and cut for you - so all you have to do is 
SEW! 

 I often bring 3-4 quilts done with the same pattern and 
show how different each kit can look. I focus on using lots 
of pictures in each pattern - quick finish techniques - fully 
described in each pattern and have videos on my website (all 
less than 2 minutes long) that show the technique, so it is 
easy to "see" being completed. 

The benefits of "No Waste - Quick Finish" patterns and 
kits: 

• easy instructions to follow 
• step by step with pictures 
• focus on quick finish techniques (fast HSTs 8 at a time) 

(half square triangles) 
• strip quilting methods (sewing sets of blocks or strips 

together without stopping) 
• assembly using nesting techniques (one seam goes one 

way and the other goes the opposite way) 
• quick pressing methods (fingers work well for this or a 

small roller for wallpaper seams does a great job.) 
Kits are precut; instructions are backed up online. The 

sizes of squares are based on fabric width - using full width 
of fabric. 

 My latest pattern is El-
bows up Canada - a "No 
Waste - Quick Finish" Pat-
tern in 3 sizes - full size quilt 
can be completed in 8-10 
hours and lap in 4-6 hours. 

You can access all these 
patterns and kits here: 
www.Janestreetquilts.com” 

Any questions can be     
directed to 
info@janestreetquilts.com 

 
 I’d certainly recommend you check out her website and 

her videos as she mentioned are less than 2 minutes and are 
full of tips! An interesting idea came from her presentation 
using “wide backs”. Usually, this fabric is used for the back 
of the quilt as it is 108 inches. They range in price from 
$30-40/ metre. Each half metre equals 2.25 m of regular 
quilting fabric. That’s $15-$20 vs $45 for the same in regular 
fabric. (price usually $20/m). You can also use wide backs 
for smaller quilts. You can get 2 lap quilts measuring 50 x 

60” out of 1.5 m of a wide back. This would cost $60 for 2 
quilts vs $60 for just one quilt. Another use of the wide back 
is to use any leftover fabric to bine your quilt. Fewer joins 
and much quicker assembly. 

One more tip she offered - if you are using a wide back or 
simply the width of fabric on regular quilting fabric, don’t 
be afraid to alter the sizing of the pattern to save a lot of 
fabric heading into your “stash” bin. Where a piece measures 
8 ½" (of any width), cutting WOF (width of fabric) will 
yield four pieces from one strip, leaving you with an 8" 
scrap. If you reduce the block size slightly to 8 ¼", you will 
get five pieces from one strip and only have a ¾" scrap. 

Below is another site I found to give you time saving 
tips. https://blog.onlinequiltmagazine.com/2025/03/05/10-
quilting-hacks-to-save-time-and-fabric/ 

By putting these tips into practice, we can enjoy more 
time for baking, gardening, or simply reading with a cup of 
hot chocolate as the fall breezes settle in. And don’t miss the 
quilt show listed below! 

 
Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild  
“Piecing Together 40 Years” Quilt Show   
October 17 & 18, 2025 
 Friday 10 -5 PM Saturday 10 -4 PM 
 Forbes Hall RIM Park Manulife Sportsplex 
 2001 University Avenue East, Waterloo, Ontario 
Admission $10 Parking is free, and facility has an elevator  
 

Secure the future of your farm with strategies that can optimize your farming business and success. 
Contact me to learn more.

Alessandro Lupo, PFP, CIM
Portfolio Manager
705-444-5217
alessandro.lupo@rbc.com

Harvest your legacy
Wealth planning for your farm business
With in-depth experience in wealth management for farmers and their families, I can help you:

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2024 RBC Dominion 
Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 24_90544_GHU_001

• Maximize available tax advantages
• Sell or transition your farm at retirement
• Grow your business 

• Be financially prepared for the unexpected
• Manage risk
• Build employee loyalty

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Kempenfelt Quilters’ Guild Welcomes Innovative Approach to Quilting
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www.partneragservices.com 
1 877 349-3276

HIGH PERFORMANCE  
SPREADERS

Engineered for professional 
haulers, Jamesway’s new 
MAXX-TRAC tankers deliver 
maximum performance.   

INDEPENDENT LINK SUSPENSION

The ultimate design for manoeuvrability and 
reliability in tough off-road conditions

J a m e s w a y F a r m E q . c o m

819-845-7824   info@JameswayFarmEq.com FOLLOW US

The owner of the strong, clear voice, from the 
announcer box at the Essa National Horse Show, 
who told the crowd about local Katie Fleming being 
featured in the USA publication “Draft Horse Jour-
nal” is a man that fully dedicates his life to the On-
tario draft horse world. 

Barry Burchill met the draft horse when his Mom 
married a “great step-Dad” that came with Clydes-
dale horses. The family showed from 1975-1983.   

In 1980, Barry went to work full-time and was a 
draft horse show spectator. In 1995, he started as a 
“go-along” he says, with a show draft horse opera-
tion that went to all the big shows including the 
Royal Winter Fair, and shows in Michigan and 
New York. Along the way, he met people who 
shared their knowledge, helping him learn every-
thing it takes to bring a draft horse team into the 
show ring. He also did Ringman work in the show 
ring and draft horse auctions.   

“The horses were getting taller all the time, and 
I’m not. The physical work involved became a lot. 
It happened that an Ottawa area announcer was looking to 
semi-retire,” Barry explained adding that announcing was a 
natural interest. As a Freemason, he had long ago learned 
how to speak- with no fear- in front of big crowds. He credits 
this also for his memory ability as Freemasons need to re-
member rituals word for word. 

He transitioned easily into the Announcer position while 
keeping his full-time job as a Mechanical Inspector. The 
word got out there and now he is up to 14 shows per year.  
One of the shows this year is near Sarnia which is a 7 hour 
drive each way. 

Announcing classes is just part of the job, according to 
Burchill. He does homework before each show. He keeps a 
diary listing information he needs to know about each draft 
horse owner and each hitch (wagon and horses) that is com-

ing to a show. At the Essa National Horse show, there was a 
hitch he did not know so he made sure before the show to 
go find out their information and have that included in his 
diary so he would be ready when they came to the ring. In-
formation that he wants to know often needs to be found- 
and he goes to all the social gatherings he possibly can with 
the Ontario clubs of the Clydesdales, Belgians and 
Percherons. He reads the “Draft Horse Journal” cover to 
cover looking for information he can use here in Ontario. 

“I guess I do put some time and effort into being the an-
nouncer I am but the draft horse people are a wonderful 
group, more like a big family- it’s a labour of love.” 

 
Photos from the Essa National Horse Show can be 

found on page 15. 

From the announcer: It’s a labour of love
Story and photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Barry Burchill, in action announcing at the 2025 Essa National 
Horse Show held at the Essa Agriplex.   

READY FOR  
ADOPTION

Tom is a young male maybe 1+years old friendly 
Caucasian Shepherd. 
He needs a rural setting where he will be inside 
his home with his family at night. He is fine 
outdoors during the day, he does have some 
anxiety when left alone indoors.  
Good with dogs. He does have a prey drive.  
He is currently with Animal Control in the Mount 
Forest Area. Contact-  Dogchaser.gz@gmail.com 
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If you need help 
accessing Provincial 

Government Services, 
my team and I can help.

Offices in Stayner 705-428-2134 
and Alliston 705-435-4087

BRIAN  
SAUNDERSON

MPP - Simcoe-Grey

briansaundersonmpp.ca

Come see us  
for all your  

produce needs!

3216 George Johnston Road 
Springwater, ON 

Conveniently located 3 km N of Hwy 90 

Field ripened produce  
from May to October

www.harrisfarms.ca 
B: (705) 734-9448 
C: (705) 725-2023 

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

We have:
Ag Tires

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.
24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Call Dave, Blake  
or Paul for all your  
ag tire needs!
905-939-8964 
northwaytire@outlook.com
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Halloween is the second most decorated 
season of the year, overshadowed of course 
by Christmas. In October many people like 
the spooky season and get creative with dec-
orating their homes. With Halloween occur-
ring on a Friday this year there will be lots 
of fun for the young and old alike. Let’s keep 
it safe by following these safety tips.  

 Start by checking any 
lights. Ensure that they do 
not have any bare or loose 
connections. Lights should 
be certified by a recog-
nized organization like 
CSA. When lightning jack-
o-lanterns use battery op-
erated candles or a small flashlight. Remem-
ber to keep your jack-o-lantern away from 
combustibles such as cardboard or curtains. 
Pumpkin carving can be fun and the tools 
used are sharp. Consider having young chil-
dren draw a design on the pumpkin and a re-
sponsible person cut it out.  

 Costumes are always interesting and lots 
of creativity goes into making them. Face 
painting is safer than wearing a mask. If the 
costume requires a mask then have the child 
pull it down just before they get to the door. 
Masks can obscure vision and make it diffi-
cult to see. Long flowing costumes can be-
come a trip hazard. Short costumes are often 
a better choice. Think about adding reflective 
tape for better visibility. Before purchasing 
a costume check that it is flame resistant and 
fits well. Flame resistant does not mean it’s 
fire proof. Halloween temperatures can vary 

greatly from year to year. Consider finding a 
costume that fits over warm clothing. Pirates 
and witches carry swords and brooms. Hard 
or rigid accessories can cause injuries so find 
ones that are constructed of soft or flexible 
materials.  

 Trick or treat in groups is a safe way to 
travel. Use sidewalks whenever possible but 

if you must walk along the 
shoulder of the road, walk 
facing traffic. Cross only at 
intersections and carry a 
flashlight to warn motorists 
of your location. Think 
about having a trick or treat 
route and go only to homes 

where the outside lights are on. Remind chil-
dren never to go into the homes of strangers 
or vehicles.  

 Candy is dandy but it must be checked 
by an adult before eating. Toss out any candy 
that appears to have been opened. For young 
children small hard candy can cause choking.  

 Let’s not forget about pets. If your pet is 
going out with you, have a costume that is 
comfortable and safe. Examine that the ID 
tags are updated and secure on your pet. 
Some pets may be agitated by ringing door-
bells or knocking on the door. Keep them in 
a quiet secure area until the trick or treaters 
have finished for the evening.  

 Have fun and stay safe this Halloween. 
Some fire departments open their doors for 
trick or treaters and have great handouts. 
Check if your local fire department invites 
people and drop by. 

Lights, Costumes, Candy & Caution
By Dennis Gannon

APPLE PIE 
BISCUITS 
BRINE 
CASSEROLE 
CIDER 
CORNBREAD 
CORNUCOPIA 
DINNER

ENTERTAIN 
FAMILY 
FRIENDS 
FULL 
GRACIOUS 
GRATITUDE 
GRAVY 
GREEN BEANS

HOLIDAY 
MEAL 
OVEN 
SOUP 
STUFFING 
THANKSGIVING 
TURKEY 
YAMS
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Fall Motor Oil Sale 
Oct. 1st - Nov. 14th 2025 

(while supplies last)

Head Office: 150 Vespra St., Barrie, ON  L4N 2G9 Phone: (705) 728-5027  Fax: (705) 739-9235 
Orillia: 379 West St. South, Orillia, ON L3V 5Hl Phone: (705) 325-2992  Fax: (705) 325-6539

 PROPANE   HOME HEATING OIL   FUEL CARDLOCK

All Prices plus taxes  
Call NOW 705-728-5027  

to place your order.

Alemite Pistol grease gun .........$59.99  
Alemite Lever grease gun .........$57.99 
Lincoln Lever grease gun ..........$58.99 
 

Shell Rotella T4 15W40
pails $109.99/pail 
5L jugs $35.99/jug 
208L drum $1,199.99/drum

Econo Plumbing  
Antifreeze

3.78L jugs $5.99/jug 

Shell Spirax S4 TXM  
(trans/hydraulic)

pails $109.99/pail 
5L jugs $37.99/jug  
208L drum $1,299.00/drum

Catalys TDH  
(super trans hydraulic)

pails $79.99/pail

Catalys AW32 & 
Catalys AW46

pails $69.99/pail 

Shell Tellus S2 MX  
32 & 46

pails $113.99/pails 
208L drum $1,199.99/drum

Catalys Diesel Exhaust 
Fluid

9.46L jugs $13.99/jug

Howes Diesel Treat Fuel Conditioner  
& Anti-Gel 1.9-Litre Bottles $19.99/Bottle

TD Tree Days returns to the Nottawasaga Watershed this fall

This September and October, the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) 
is working with TD Friends of the Environment Foundation to deliver four TD Tree Days 
events in Mono, Angus, Wasaga Beach and Creemore. 

With events planned for September 20, September 27, and two on October 18, NVCA in-
vites families, individuals, groups and other volunteers to join forces to restore natural 
areas, improve wildlife habitat, and enhance water quality through the planting of native 
trees and shrubs. These events also provide a meaningful opportunity for participants to 
connect with their local environment and learn more about the role trees play in keeping 
rivers, streams, and wetlands healthy. 

“Tree planting is one of the most impactful ways to support a healthy watershed,” said 
Sarah Campbell, Aquatic Biologist at NVCA, and coordinator of this year’s events. “TD 
Tree Days brings people together to make a lasting difference for our communities, wildlife, 
and water.” 

Native trees and shrubs planted at these events will help filter runoff before it enters wa-
terways, provide shade to keep stream temperatures cool for fish, and create important 
habitat for local birds and other wildlife. Beyond their ecological role, the plantings also 
help naturalize landscapes for future generations to enjoy. 

Since launching in 2010, TD Tree Days has engaged thousands of volunteers to plant 
more than 550,000 trees across Canada and abroad. This fall, TD volunteers and community 
members across the Nottawasaga watershed will plant nearly 1,000 trees as part of the pro-

gram. 
“TD Tree Days are a wonderful example of how communities and organizations can 

come together for nature,” added Campbell. “The trees planted this fall will support the 
Nottawasaga Watershed for decades to come.” 

NVCA is now booking for 2026 tree planting and stewardship projects. Landowners in-
terested in planting trees and shrubs along streams or wetlands on their property can contact 
NVCA at 705-424-1479 to arrange a site visit and learn about available funding. Volunteers 
interested in tree planting and other environmental projects can visitwww.nvca.on.ca to 

South Simcoe Sheep Club Prepares for 
GNE Show with Fun and Fellowship
Report by Olivia Livingston 

The South Simcoe Sheep Club had their 7th meeting on Wednesday, September 17. The 
club worked on a club display for our upcoming show at the GNE. We were even able to 
connect with some of our club members away at school! After some crafting, members of 
our club took part in a friendly game of football. It was a great time for all to connect again 
before our next show and make an awesome display for our club! Thank you to Leo 
Atkinson for planning such a fun meeting and hosting!

NVCA and TD volunteers at a TD Tree Day event in Creemore 2024 
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Tracy Green and her team at Ontario-Wide Financial offer  
solutions for homeowners who can't afford to stay in their 
homes and are considering selling to meet those financial  
obligations. There are other options! 

ADVERTORIAL

  416-573-7669 | 705-259-3974 |1-888-307-7799 
www.ontario-widefinancial.com 
 Broker FSRA Licence #12456 level 2 

Reverse mortgages can help you out of  
financial insecurity without losing the equity 
in your home. 
- Maintain equity through mortgage payments or 
- Make no payments and take lump sums as needed 

A 5-year mortgage payment pause 

- Up to 60% of the home's value can be put on a  
5-year, no payment program.

Call Tracy Green to answer all your ques-
tions about any mortgage situation! 

Tracy is a lifetime professional mortgage 
consultant 37 years in the business and a 

certified reverse mortgage specialist. 
 

There is help if you are struggling with 
debt and unable to make ends meet

Financial security for 
peace of mind

- Mortgages and home equity loans and credit lines 
- Financing for income tax, property tax and mortgage arrears  

- Bank turndowns 
- Self-employed with no proof of income  
- Retired with inadequate or no pension 

- Bad or tarnished credit  
- People in a consumer proposal or a past bankruptcy 
- Reverse mortgages for people 55 years and older  

- Help with credit clean up

Very competitive rates

My Mom, my brothers and my Sweetie are all sick of Fairs. The reason is me. They all 
say they are “faired out.” 

How one can be tired of Fairs, I do not understand. Each one, each year is different. 
I have been to Sunderland Fair starting in 1999. This year there was an exceptionally 

great announcer at the horse show that read a bio from each of the carriage horse competitors.  
Horses ranged from miniature to the mighty Clydesdales. One of the competitors was 
fulfilling a “retirement dream.”  That is was Fairs are all about, making good memories for 
dreaming. How can anyone get tired of dreaming? 

This year I’ve seen both sides of competitors. At one show, a class was missed and the 
exhibitor demanded the class was re-done again. The judge’s answer with a full day of 
judging on a list in front of him was a justified no. Missing a class is how most of us learn 
how to not miss classes ever again. The exhibitor went into an angry huffy rant, then packed 
up and then left the Fair in protest. At the opposite with competitors, at the Ontario Summer 
Show, a man was talking intently to a young person holding on to a Holstein. I admit I was 
doing some intentional eavesdropping as I heard this, “Now, you remember to have fun out 
in that ring. And I love you.”     

I showed dairy goats for many years. One show family from years ago had a hobby of 
stealing. That fall was a bad grain harvest and straw was in very short supply. The Fair had 
a stack of bright, clean straw in the show barn from an extremely giving, generous local 
farmer. The Fair board needed it to bed down the next day’s livestock shows. My Dad cared 
for his vehicles as if they were all out of the showroom, his old vehicles were highly main-
tained and sparkling. So it was a huge upsetting deal when he found he had left the truck 
lights on and he was sure he hadn’t even had them on. Everybody but the one family scram-
bled to find a vehicle to boost the old, shiny truck that had been left unlocked.  While all this 
was going on, the family of thieves left, along with every single bale of straw in the show 
barn.  

One of the exceptionally good from people now happens at many dairy goat shows. One 
lady from Pontypool makes it her goal to make a child’s day special. She asks the caregivers 
first and then she gives the child her quietest kid. The look of absolute awe on the selected 
child’s face who has often likely never once seen a goat up real close, as they take the goat’s 
collar. The next step is introducing the goat to the child as in first names. Next, is the trip 
around the ring, the owner lady on one side giving “Grandmotherly” encouragement and 
the child that often now is absolutely strutting with newfound special recognition. Pictures 
are taken and the child gets the ribbon as a souvenir of the experience. A lot of extra effort 
for only the non-prize reward of making a memory for an unknown child, happens at a Fair. 

I was the Sunderland Fair Secretary for one decade. I met the worst of people like the 
guy I allowed him to set up in a busy corner in the first evening despite not having the right 
paperwork. He said he would pay for his spot tomorrow- and I never saw him again.  
Another tried to join in the parade in his food truck and said on the Fair office phone “Don’t 
worry about it. I can get past her.” The reason we can all eat Fair food and not get sick is be-
cause Fair vendors are strictly regulated with site inspections. This “her” was grumpy from 
being sleep deprived and did not appreciate the attitude said, “You can sing and you can 
dance for me. You are not getting in here. You missed the food vendor deadline.” I also met 
the best in my decade, the food truck that sent in the essential paperwork early, would waive 
payment when she saw my identification badge.  

At a Fair, a friend said he needed to hide for a while. He had a display at the Fair with 
LaMancha goats. He was repeating over and over that LaManchas have no external ears, it 
is their breed type and they hear fine. He decided to have some fun and waited until he saw 
a very dressed up woman coming to his display. He quickly got down on his knees and 
starting patting the straw looking down intently. The woman asked what he had lost. He 
said, “I lost the goats’ ears!” and went back to searching. She said she better help, and she 
got in the pen in her fancy clothes and also started patting down straw for the lost ears. The 
friend had to admit that this was a JOKE because he couldn’t stop from laughing. The 
woman now covered in straw got extremely mad. He hid in the barn with my show goats for 
the next hour or so.   

I’m so not tired of Fairs. 

After The Chores:  
Fair Memories
By Cathy Hamill-Hill

The Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies has a very 
informative website where you can look up all the Fair dates 
and locations.  
Visit https://ontarioagsocieties.com and start planning your fall 
Fair route!

Did you know? 
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As we move into Octo-
ber and embrace the harvest 
season, it’s an important 
time to reflect on the 
strength and resilience of 
Ontario’s agricultural com-
munity. Farmers, producers, 
and processors across Sim-
coe North and throughout 
the province continue to 
play a vital role in ensuring 
food security, supporting 
local economies, and driv-
ing innovation in the agri-
food sector. 

This fall, I am proud to 
highlight a recent invest-
ment that will further 
strengthen agriculture in 
Ontario, the government’s 
commitment to expanding 
agri-food research. Funding 
has been directed toward 
projects that focus on sus-
tainability, efficiency, and 
new technologies, ensuring 
that farmers have the tools 
they need to stay competi-
tive in a global market. By 
advancing research into ar-
eas such as soil health, crop 
productivity, and sustain-
able practices, we are help-
ing to prepare our sector for 
the future while supporting 
today’s farm families. 

These investments are 
not only about improving 
yields or protecting our 
land, they are also about en-
suring long-term prosperity 
for rural communities. On-
tario’s agri-food industry is 
one of the largest employ-
ers in the province, and re-
search-backed innovation 
will help secure those jobs 
while opening new oppor-
tunities for growth. 

As I meet with farmers, 
processors, and agricultural 
leaders across Simcoe 
North, I continue to be in-
spired by the dedication and 
hard work that goes into 
every harvest. October is 
also a time to give thanks 
for the abundance of food 
we enjoy, made possible by 
the efforts of our local pro-
ducers. 

I look forward to contin-
uing to work alongside the 
agriculture community to 
support innovation, sustain-
ability, and growth. To-
gether, we are building a 
stronger, more resilient 
agri-food sector, one that 
will continue to thrive for 
generations to come. 

MPP Dunlop 
shares a 
message 

highlighting 
agricultural 
investments

Ab Carroll is starting to auction “Pre-Sorted” cattle, a 
concept first introduced in western Canada. From September 
through December, producers and buyers alike will benefit 
from this innovative method of auction, which is designed 
to improve efficiency and maximize value compared to tra-
ditional single, mixed, or small-lot sales. 

Ab Carroll is particularly focused on helping smaller pro-
ducers who may have only five, 10, or 20 cows. By combin-
ing cattle from multiple producers into pre-sorted lots, sales 
have shown an increase in overall price, benefiting both the 
sellers and the buyers. Buyers are offered lots ranging from 
a preferred size of five animals up to 20, grouped according 
to weight, sex, and appearance. This careful sorting ensures 
that each lot is uniform, which attracts competitive bidding 
and accelerates the auction process. 

The lots are described in a pre-show catalog, allowing 
buyers to review and select their preferred lots ahead of 
time. This preparation encourages aggressive bidding while 
helping buyers who travel long distances to fill trucks quickly 
with minimal weight loss. Pre-Sort sales also allow the sales 
staff to proactively contact buyers with lots that match their 
preferences, giving producers the best chance to achieve top 
prices. A Pre-Sort batch from a single producer is sold as an 
“owner lot by name,” giving recognition to individual pro-
ducers while still allowing for the efficiencies of combined 
lots. 

Looking ahead, Ab Carroll plans to explore breed-specific 
Pre-Sort sales if it proves beneficial to both producers and 
buyers. Cattle need to arrive by 11 PM Wednesday night, 
when they are RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) tagged 
and sorted into their respective lots.  

Ab Carroll Introduces Pre-Sorted Cattle Sales at 
Cookstown Stockyards 

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION 
CONTROL.  Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment  

installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.   
 REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF 

BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS 
Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!  

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY 
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211 

DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300 
OFFICE 705-322-9292 

email dlgfarmdrain@hotmail.com 
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,  
GRAIN HAULING 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM   705-331-5371 

Elmvale, Ontario 

Synopsis by Andrej Baca

There is no extra charge for Pre-Sort. Us-
ing a sophisticated computer system capable 
of handling multiple simultaneous transac-
tions, Cookstown Stockyards ensures that 
every sale is accurate, transparent, and effi-
cient. 

At the conclusion of the sale, the system 
automatically divides proceeds so each pro-
ducer is paid for the exact weight of cattle 
they contributed. Each statement includes 
RFID tag numbers, so producers can track 
the weight, lot group, and sale price of each 
individual animal. This method not only pro-

vides clarity and fairness but also reduces 
the time cattle spend in the ring, minimizing 
stress while ensuring they are promptly re-
turned to feed and water. 

Pre-Sort auctions represent a significant 
step forward in livestock sales, offering 
value, efficiency, and convenience for both 
buyers and producers. For more information, 
contact Ontario Stockyards Incorporated, 
3807 Highway 89, Cookstown, Ontario, Of-
fice: 705-458-4000, Ab Carroll, 
Manager/Auctioneer.
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Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!  
ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,  

based on 12 months OR prepay $700  
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

AGBUSINESSdirectory
PHONE: 705-722-0138      EMAIL: farmview@on.aibn.com

DALSTON STORE 
This fall, save yourself a trip into town!

HARDWARE • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED 
• Masterfeeds  
• Sunflower & mixed bird seed 
• Electric fencing supplies  
• Gates • Bale Feeders

1696 Penetanguishene Rd. 
RR 1 Barrie, Ontario      Phone 705-728-8617 
       L4M 4Y8                    Fax 705-728-8617

  FARM SUPPLIES

  MOBILE PAINTING

Agricultural & Industrial 
Spray Painting

Spray painting done 
at your farm or business

John Rundle 
(705) 321-2592 
RundlesPainting.com

Rundle’s Painting

  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK 
2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON  L0L 1P0 
705-795-4592 
brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com                                    ESA 7010173

  CUSTOM FARMING

 6056 10TH LINE, THORNTON 
ROB HENRY • 705-790-7714

ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@HOTMAIL.COM

 ROB HENRY’S 
CUSTOM FARMING INC. 

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

  AGRICULTURAL STORIES WANTED

  HVAC SERVICES

our next issue...
Do you have a  
story idea for us? 
See contact information  
on bottom of page 4.

We’re working on 

  PET RESCUE SERVICES

Peartree Animal Wellness Centre  
and Rescue 

 
Specialized in training rescued Large 
Guardian Dogs for employment as  
Livestock Guardians 
  
Contact 
PAWcenter@hotmail.com 
Phone 519-709-6678

  HANDYMAN SERVICES

AARON ROBICHAUD 
289-500-9079 
RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including 
new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs. 
Tiling, floors and doors. 
 
Serving York Region and Bradford

  PAVING SERVICES
    Primo Service,  
  Primo Quality,  
Primo People!

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247 
C: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
F: 905-856-9498 
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Asphalt · Interlocking · Concrete  
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

True North Mechanical 
   Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 
Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs, 
one satisfied customer at a time.

Worth a Chuckle...  
and life lessons 
by Aunt Hazel  

1st Grade proverbs

Don’t bite the hand that... looks dirty. 
A penny saved is... not much. 
Children should be seen and not... 

spanked or grounded. 
When the blind leadeth the blind... 

get out of  the way. 
When in Rome... order pizza. 
Absence makes the heart... grow 

fonder… of  snacks. 
Better late than... pregnant. 
Great minds think... they’re awe-

some. 
If  at first you don’t succeed... blame 

someone else. 
A bird in the hand… probably has 

cooties. 
When the going gets tough… take a 

nap.

A first grade teacher collected old 
well known proverbs. She gave each 
child the first half  and had them finish 
it.  

As summer fades and the air turns crisp, communities 
across the country prepare for a tradition as old as the har-
vest itself: the fall fair. To some, it’s an excuse to indulge 
in cotton candy and midway rides. To others, it’s the chance 
to bring home a ribbon for a prize pumpkin or a perfectly 
baked butter tart. The rides, livestock shows, and exhibits 
are amazing to behold, but fall fairs hold a deeper signifi-
cance—they are the heartbeat of rural communities, serving 
as a bridge that connects rural and urban. 

For the farmer, the fall fair is more than a celebration—
it’s also a recognition. It’s the one time of year when their 
hard work is put on display for neighbours, friends, and 
strangers alike to enjoy. A dairy cow clipped and washed 
to perfection, a sheep trained with care, and a grain sheaf 
tied perfectly are not just exhibits; they are symbols of a 
year of dedication and long days in the fields and barns. 
The ribbons awarded aren’t just for show; they are a testa-
ment to the skill, patience, and pride that farming requires. 

Fall fairs also serve an important role in education. For 
many children from urban centres, a fair might be their 
first opportunity to see a calf, touch a goat, or ask a farmer 
where their milk comes from. In a world where food often 
seems to appear on grocery store shelves by magic, these 
moments are important and powerful. They foster under-
standing, appreciation, and respect for the people who 
grow and raise our food. Without that connection, the gap 
between rural and urban life only widens—a bridge can 
only stretch so far.  

Recently, I had the honour of judging the Ambassador 
program at a local fair. Any of the contestants would have 

made a great ambassador, and I was impressed with them 
all. When we asked what their major concern was for agri-
culture, each of them had the same answer—urban sprawl. 
However, I encouraged them to look past the negatives 
and see how they can make the most of the growing towns 
and cities by inviting them to the fair for a deeper under-
standing of what agriculture is all about.  

Of course, we can’t forget the community. Fall fairs 
have long been gathering places where neighbours recon-
nect, youth showcase their talents, and families make mem-
ories that last a lifetime. They strengthen bonds, build 
pride, and remind us that even in a fast-paced world, tra-
dition is still alive and well.  

In our fast-paced world, we are lucky to have fairs to 
slow us down. They invite us to enjoy the smell of apple 
fritters, hear the rumble of the tractor pull, and reminisce 
about a time gone by. They remind us that it doesn’t matter 
if we are rural or urban—we all share in the bounty of the 
harvest. 

As communities continue to grow and change, the fall 
fair remains a touchstone of who we are and where we 
come from. It’s not just about rides and ribbons—it’s about 
relationships, respect, and the rural spirit that nourishes 
us all. So, this year, when the fairgrounds open, take the 
time to walk through the barns, talk to the farmers, cheer 
at the tractor pulls, and taste the local food. You won’t 
just be supporting an event—you’ll be helping keep a tra-
dition alive that connects us all. Rural or urban, you are 
all welcome at my harvest table this fall. 

 

Agricultural Anecdotes 
from 

 Farmer Tim

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his stories  
through social media for many years. Tim is quoted saying  

“All farmers need to get their stories out there and have fun while they do it!”
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SEASONAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SALE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Farm Equipment 

Call Dan Seifried, 
Harriston  

 519-338-2688

FOR SALE

Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit 
individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must 
reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone 
orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 
only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use 
the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 
advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com  
Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W7

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

As one of the largest employers in the region, Simcoe County provides a diverse and dynamic workplace. The 
County of Simcoe is composed of sixteen member municipalities and provides crucial public services to County 
residents in addition to providing paramedic and social services to the separated cities of Barrie and Orillia.

Seasonal Labourer/Truck Driver is responsible for working as a labourer and/or flagman on maintenance activities. Also involves the operation of tractors with  
attachments, trucks for snow plowing, sanding and general summer use, rollers, chainsaws, compressors and other designated equipment requiring special skills. 
 
The successful candidate: 

• has a Secondary School diploma or equivalent approved combination of education and experience 
• must possess a valid DZ license, be able to work without supervision and make decisions 
• is able to interact with the public in a courteous and positive manner at all times  

 
The successful candidate will also have related experience as a truck driver, light equipment operator, or skilled labourer in either construction or maintenance of 
roads experience.

Start date: November 1, 2025 
Wage rate: $30.03 - $30.55 per hour (As per Collective 
Agreement) 
For resume submission, please view the complete job 
description and apply online at www.simcoe.ca/jobs 

The County of Simcoe thanks all applicants but only those selected for an  
interview will be contacted. Personal information provided is collected under 
the authority of the Municipal Act (2001) and will be used to determine eligi-
bility for employment.  
The Corporation of the County of Simcoe is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

SEASONAL LABOURER/TRUCK DRIVERS 
TEMPORARY, FULL TIME 

MIDHURST, ON             BEETON, ON 
     ORR LAKE, ON             CREEMORE, ON

FREE ADS Farm View has   great rates  
and great distribution!  
Call or email for info!  

705-722-0138 
farmview@on.aibn.com

FOR SALE 
Truck bed CAP. 6 1/2 feet, fits 
Ford Ranger XLT and many other 
short bed trucks. Metallic grey in 
colour, side window sliders, box 
clamps, very good condition.  
Rear tailgate window needs a 
hinge.   $650.00 
Call John at 705-726-5308. Cap 
is located at 5266 30th sideroad 
in Utopia [Colwell] approx 1/2 way 
between Barrie and CFB Borden 
just off Hwy 90.

We are looking for a well-organized, detail-oriented and self-motivated project manager to serve 
as Secretary-Treasurer-Membership Coordinator. The position provides administrative support for 
the Directors and the approximate 150 volunteers and members. Remuneration is based on an 
annual honorarium. 
 
Qualifications: 
   • Ability to communicate effectively – orally and in writing 
   • Ability to maintain sound financial records and prepare reports for review by the Directors 
   • Proficiency in word processing, spreadsheet and Google Suite applications 
   • Ability to maintain confidentiality at all times. 
   • Access to technology (i.e. computer and printer) as well as Internet 
 
Commitment: 
   • Approximately 40 hours per month completing job responsibility on behalf of the Association 
   • Attend Association meetings and special events. 
   • Attend 4-H Ontario teleconferences related to the position 
   • Complete criteria to become and maintain volunteer in good standing status 
 
Please submit a cover letter and resumé by October 31st to: southsimcoe4h@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for your interest in applying; only applicants selected for an interview will be  
contacted. 

SOUTH SIMCOE 4-H ASSOCIATION 
SECRETARY-TREASURER-MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR  

PART-TIME POSITION 

The South Simcoe 4-H Association is a not-for-profit organization bringing together 
youth aged 6-21 and passionate, engaged volunteer leaders to learn about selected 
topics through fun, hands-on activities and mentorship. 

Wishing you a day filled 
with laughter, good times, 
and all the things that 
make you happiest. We’re 
so glad to have you in our 
daughter’s life and to get 
to know the wonderful 
person you are. Wishing 
you an awesome year 
ahead, full of fun, 
adventure, and everything 
you love! 
From The Watkins 

Happy Birthday 
Eli!

Happy Birthday to a Wonderful Mother–Daughter Duo! 
Wishing you both a day full of fun and laughter. May 
the year ahead be filled with happiness, health, and 
plenty of reasons to celebrate. 
From The Watkins

Happy Birthday Brianna and Diana!

New Idea 325, two row corn picker, good working order, has 
chute shut-off for corners, 540 PTO $3,600.00. 
Kneverland plow 3ph, long boards, 16”, has steel depth 
wheel, three furrow, with coulters $1,850. 
John Deere one row corn silage head, good condition 
$1,250.00. 
Fiskars 9779 auto reset plow, long curved boards, 16” five 
furrow, new coulters $3,750.00.

Wanted - New Holland 822 
corn head. 
Please call 519-338-2688, 
Harriston.
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High Speed Compact Discs
Time is valuable and, for farmers in Canada, often a luxury. The Kubota CD is your choice for a high-speed compact disc—now available in working 

widths up to 12m—helping you work faster and reclaim some of that valuable time. Designed for Controlled Traffic Farming and built for productivity, 

the CD range delivers full cutting performance, intensive mixing, perfect levelling, and reconsolidation. Available in rigid-mounted, mounted-fold, 

folding trailed, and large-scale trailed configurations, the Kubota CD gives you more choice, more working width, and more efficiency than ever.

Follow Us
STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

519-833-9616

Stayner
Cookstown 705-458-0871

705-428-3132

Erin

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,

Corner of 124 & 24 ON, 

N0B1T0       519-833-9616

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,

Corner of 27 & line 13 ON, 

L0L1L0        705-458-0871

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner,  Corner of 26 & center line rd

ON, L0M 1S0        705-428-3132

net wrap / twine , silage spe-
cial ,540 rpm, Unit is located 
at Stewart’s Equipment in 
Erin. 
Stock number: U4814
Serial number: YFN187897

$29,800 

New Holland 460
pivot tongue mower con-
ditioner , 1000 rpm , 2 pth , 
excellent condition, Unit is 
Located at Stewart’s equip-
ment in Erin.
Stock Number : U27673

$34,800 

Kubota DMC8536R
528.9 klm showing, cab 
enclosure with heat, camo 
unit, front bumper, front 
windshield wiper, manual 
dump box, winch, Unit 
is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin. $18,850 

Can-am Defender XT

4x6 bales, netwrap, wide 
pick-up, hydraulic pick 
-up,18l-16.5l rubber, crop 
cutter, rear kicker, bale count 
14100, Unit is located at 
Stewart’s equipment in Erin

New Holland 460 
working width  25’7” , 6 
rotors with 7 tine arms per 
rotor , minimum horsepower 
required 35hp, Unit is located 
at Stewart’s Equipment in 
Erin. Stock Number: U29101

$14,800 

Kuhn GF7802THA

 year:2015, 4wd, four post 
rops with canopy, front aux 
hydraulics, kubota tl1350 
loader, bt1200v backhoe, 
hydraulic thumb, grill guard, 
light package Unit is located 
in Erin. $68,900

Kubota M59TLB
hours showing: 2151.6, cab 
with heat, standard flow 
auxilliary hydraulics, iso & 
h pattern controls, air ride 
seat , 10x16.5 tires, hydraulic, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin. $32,900 

New Holland L216

$5,800

hours showing: 891.3, gas, 
540 rpm, open station with 
no rops, loader and bucket 
, 6:00 x 16 front tires, 13.6 x 
28, Unit is located at Stewarts  
Equipment in Erin.

Massey Ferguson 235

hours showing:1744, 540/1000 
RPM, 2 sets of remotes, 16 speed 
trans, cab/heat/air, instructors 
seat, 14.9x28 fronts, 18.4r38 
rears, horst lasb4qdm quick hitch  
***** UNIT IS BLADE READY !  
located in Erin. $65,900 

Case IH Maxxum 115
dual rotor rake , 7.1m 
working width , side 
delivery , hydraulic offset, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin. (Financing 
available @ 4.99%* O.A.C.)

$22,900 

Kubota RA2071TVARIO
9 SHANK CONSER-TIL SOIL 
SAVER, Unit is located at 
Stewarts Equipment in Erin.
Stock Number: YU0209
Serial Number: JAG0012440

$9,400 

Case IH 6500

$33,900 

Used Equipment

New Holland 7230

$24,300 

2018 model year ,10& “ 
cutting width, 540rpm , 
8 disc, high stubble kit , 
rubber rolls , draw bar hitch, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Erin.



From all of us at Farm View
Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

email: farmview@on.aibn.com      web: www.farmviewonline.com

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin 
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka. 
 As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,  

Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties. 

Community 
 Events

Farm View 
is proud to  

support

This season we give thanks for the farmers, producers, and agri-businesses 
who work tirelessly to feed us all. Wishing you and your families a  

Thanksgiving filled with gratitude, good health, and the blessings of the season.
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