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Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more. 
www.charwenfarms.ca

 
    7284 9th Line Thornton, ON 
                705-424-1905 
      office@charwenfarms.ca

EST. 1966

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, 
up to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per 
month. Please note the format of the listings below and submit your 
item by mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is 
the 14th of the month for the following month’s issue.

Fabulous fleece and fibre festival featuring diverse ven-
dors, demonstrations, live animals and more! Taking place 
on May 3rd at the ODAS Park 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

More details www.sunshinefibrefest.ca 

  May 3rd: Sunshine Fibre Fest Earlier this year, the local farm community generously donated $1,000 to the Mindful 
Morning Program at Huronia Centennial Elementary School located in Elmvale. The dona-
tion, presented by Matt Ververs of Pioneer Seeds Canada to Amber Klein Gebbinck, a pro-
gram helper. These funds will help provide nutritious food options for students, including 
breakfast, fresh fruit, and baked goods. This ensures no child goes hungry during the school 
day, fostering a supportive and healthy learning environment. 

The program continues to make a positive impact on students’ well-being, thanks to the 
ongoing support from our local farm community.The advertising and news deadline for the June issue of 

Farm View is Wednesday, May 14th.  

    May 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

Elmvale District Garden Enthusiast invites you to join: 
May 28th at 7 pm located at 7 John St. Elmvale Legion. 

Featuring Dusana Bondy speaking on Ticks-Lyme Dis-
ease. Guests are welcome and lug your mug. Annual mem-
bership is only $15. 

E.D.G.E. plant sale will take place on May 24th. Locally 
grown perennials, hostas, ornamental grasses, shrubs and 
veggies. Location Heritage Park Hwy 92, Elmvale 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. Cash only.

    May 28th: Program announcement for E.D.G.E

Please submit all refund requests to 
memberrelations@ofa.on.ca or by mailing to: 200 Hanlon 
Creek Blvd, Guelph ON N1C 0A1. Requests must be re-
ceived or postmarked by May 31st. Visit the OFA website 
for more details https://ofa.on.ca

     May 31st: Farm Business Reg. Refund deadline

The 45th Kawartha Antique Power Show is the biggest, 
annual event of the Kawartha Antique Power Club. An event 
not to be missed, taking place Saturday and Sunday June 
21st and 22nd at Lindsay Exhibition Fair Grounds 354 An-
geline St. S. Lindsay, ON Contact:1-519-939-0354 or 
kawarthaantiquepower24@gmail.com

    June 21st & 22nd: Kawartha Antique Power Show

Local Farm Community Donates 
$1,000 to Support Student 
Breakfast program in Elmvale

Matt Ververs of Pioneer Seeds Canada at left and Amber Klein Gebbinck are pictured above 
helping to distribute a morning meal to students at Huronia Centennial Elementary School.  

Matt Drury

 We’re not resting on a reputation;  
we are continually building one by exceeding  

expectations. 
 

Cremation, Aquamation, Burials, Repatriation. 
Funerals, Memorials, Receptions and Celebrations  

at our facility or a venue of your choice. 
 

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600  
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7 

Tel: (705) 728-8282   
Fax: 705-728-8238 
www.legacyfuneral.ca  
info@legacyfuneral.ca  

Owner/Funeral Director

Legacy Funeral and Cremation Services Inc.

The Stewart L.Page 
Scholarships in Agriculture 
and Home Economics , as 
contributed primary by 
people and organizations of 
North Simcoe. are offered 
annually in recognition of 
the guidance given in the 
development of agriculture 
and rural life by Stewart L. 
Page,Agriculture Represen-
tative for North Simcoe 
during the years 1925 to 
1967. 

The Scholarship is open 
to residents of North Sim-
coe for at least one year at 
the time of application, 
who’ve attained an accept-
able Grade 12 standing as 
required by the selected 
college or university; and 
who wish to enrol in an ap-
proved Agriculture , Veteri-
nary or Home Economics 
related degree or diploma 
course, as may be available 
at Kemptville, Ridgetown, 
Alfred or University of 
Guelph, or any other simi-
lar institution with a course 
approved by the committee 

 
Applications are avail-

able from the School Guid-
ance Departments or by 
contacting Myrna Jones at 
myrna.jones48@gmail.com 

Scholarships in 
Agriculture

Article and photo submitted by Matt Ververs
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Norwood Country Jamboree 
July 17th- 20th 

More details on page 19 under  
Coming Events
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True North Mechanical 
 Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 

Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs,  
one satisfied customer at a time.

Thank you to our  
Keep Kids Safe Workshop  

Sponsors, Presenters & Volunteers:

Huron Tractor 

Collingwood Ag Society 

Simcoe County Dairy  

Committee 

Clearview Township 

Creemore Fire Department 

Cookstown Ag Society 

Sarjeant Propane 

 

D.M.D. Farm Drainage 

Farm Credit Canada 

Miller’s Dairy 

OFATV 

O.P.P 

War Amps 

Parent Volunteers 

SCFA committee members

Workplace Safety & Prevention Services 
Progressive Agriculture Foundation

Story and photos by Roslyn Watkins“Keep Kids Safe” workshop
Presented by Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

The annual Keep Kids Safe Workshop 
was once again sold out with 100 kids 
signed up. This event gets better and bet-
ter each year. The kids are engaged and 
encouraged to participate by all presen-
ters.  

In the photo to the left is the inflatable 
fire safety house. It is an interactive and 
fun fire safety learning experience giving 
the kids the opportunity to experience 
how it feels to navigate through smoke. 
Fire Prevention Officer Kent McDonald 
instructed the kids to talk to their parents 
immediately about working smoke 
alarms, practicing two ways to leave 
your home in the event of a fire with a 
set meeting place, and explained you get 

low and you go. And you do not go back in for any reason. McDonald also taught the kids 
what to do if they can’t leave their room due to fire. Block their closed bedroom door with 
clothing, open the bedroom window and start yelling. He explained firefighters circle the 
home and will get a ladder up to them right away.

Community Safety officers from Nottawasaga and Huronia O.P.P pose 
with one of the seven groups of kids at the Keep Kids Safe Workshop.

In the photo to the right Mark Giffen 
and Kristy Slack from Huron Tractor 
taught the kids about lawn mower safety. 
Many safety elements were discussed 
but most importantly the message was 
to stay clear of the mower deck at all 
times and no riders at any time. 

In the bottom left photo Action First 
Aid discussed steps on when and how 
to do CPR.  

Other presenters informed the kids on 
how to keep safe on ATV’s, around trac-
tors, propane, and hydro lines. A must 
attend event for next spring if you 
missed it this year.
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      FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 

Roslyn Watkins 
The 5 N’s Publishing House 

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON L9X 0W7 
Phone (705) 722-0138 

 e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com 
 

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com 

 
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community 
The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural 

home owners informed about local and national news that affects 
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS:  

$45.00 including HST for 12 issues 
 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for 
omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the 
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid 

for the advertisements.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and 
your cities will spring up again as if by magic, 

but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in 
the streets.” 

W.J. Bryan      

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 
points of view from the agricultural community. Editorial 
opinions are freely expressed by individual authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the executives 
or directors of the federations unless specifically noted.

OFA Members Service Representative:  
Leah Emms 1-800-668-3276 email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca 

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444 email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca  
OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and York:  

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126 email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca 

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County: 
Mark Reusser:  email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca 

 
  2024-2025 Executive – Simcoe County 

President:       Dave Ritchie               705-534-4017 
Vice President:  Donna Jebb           705-623-8065 
PAC Member:   Colin Elliott 
SCFA Phone:    705-726-9300 ext 1224 
                          simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 

 
2024-2025 Executive – York Region 

President: Darryl Hamilton 416-788-1415  
Contact YRFA: york@ofa.on.ca 
 

    2024-2025 Executive – Dufferin County 
President: Bill McCutcheon 519-766-7905 
1st Vice Gail Little 519-925-2983 
2nd Vice/Treas. George Van Kampen 519-940-2202 

 
2024-2025 Executive – Peel County 

Vice President Gary Mountain 647-225-3410 
PAC Member Philip Armstrong 416-346-5066 
Contact: peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

 
In memory of  
Jill Beischer 

48th 
Anniversary

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Farm View invites letters to the editor. They 
should be fewer than 300  words and deal with a 
single topic affecting farmers. All letters must be 
signed, including your full name, address and 
daytime phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls. 

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon, 
Baxter and Lindsay  
BARRIE KOA (Seasonally) 
BRADBURY SMALL FAMILY FARM INC. 
BRADFORD GREENHOUSE Barrie 
CHARWEN FARMS  
COLLINGWOOD FUELS 
COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE 
COUNTRY DEPOT 
DALSTON STORE 
DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC. 
DOUBLE JB FEEDS 
FOODLAND in Elmvale 
FOUR CEDARS CAFE & CONVENIENCE 
HAMILTON BROS. 
HARRIS FARMS (Seasonally) 
HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville 
HURON TRACTOR, Stayner 
KEVIN BARKER AUCTIONS in Lindsay 
LEGACY FUNERAL AND CREMATION 
SERVICES INC in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 
McLAREN EQUIPMENT Phelpston 
NEIGHBOURS COUNTRY DEPOT 
NICHOLYN FARMS 
ONTARIO STOCK YARDS  
PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston 
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC. 
SOBEY’S in Angus and Bradford 
STEER ENTERPRISES 
STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and 
Stayner 
THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 

 
The Farm View is delivered to these business        

between the 25th and 29th of each month and 
copies are available while supplies last. If you 
would like the Farm View mailed directly to your 
home, one year subscriptions can be purchased for 
$45.00. Contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail 
8 Luella Blvd Minesing, ON L9X 0W7 or email 
farmview@on.aibn.com. 

Farm View is available at the following 
agricultural businesses.

          E D I T O R I A L

 DEADLINE for the June Farm View  
is May 14th.
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Take care of yourselves and one another, 
Roslyn Watkins
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While looking for infor-
mation for this issue I discov-
ered the passing of Michael 
Giffen of Glen Huron. I knew 
of the building collapse in 
February but only learned 
now of the fatal details. My 
condolences to the Giffen 
family. Mike will be remem-
bered by many. The market 
was a comforting stop for me 
to get a bite or treats to bring 
home to my kids while com-
pleting my paper deliveries. 
Perhaps the poem to the right 
will bring you comfort as it 
does to me in my mom’s 
memory. 

This issue of Farm View has coverage and photos of a 
few fun events that took place last month. One of which 
being the Keep Kids Safe workshop (see page 3). So much 
information was presented in a way that the kids really 
seemed to grasp. I made pages of notes to share but due to 
space limitations wasn’t able to include everything. I do 
highly recommend attending this event next spring, whether 
you live on a farm or not the safety information is invaluable.  

In next month’s issue Don Beaulieu will be providing 
coverage of the CASA grain bin rescue training that is taking 
place at the end of April. Keep an eye for that article coming 
up. In the meantime be safe on the roads as weekend travellers 
and commuters are once again in a hurry to get from A to B. 

My final note is a personal one. Our middle child, Trenton, 
is turning 18 at the end of May. Happy birthday Trenton 
from all of us. We couldn’t be more proud of the young man 
you have grown into. You’re thoughtful, considerate, intelli-
gent and extremely funny. We are blessed to be celebrating 
you this month! 

I Am Always With You 
 
I am always with you 
When I am gone, release me, let me go. 
I have so many things to see and do, 
You mustn't tie yourself to me with too many tears, 
But be thankful we had so many good years. 
I gave you my love, and you can only guess 
How much you've given me in happiness. 
I thank you for the love that you have shown, 
But now it is time I traveled on alone. 
So grieve for me a while, if grieve you must 
Then let your grief be comforted by trust 
That it is only for a while that we must part, 
So treasure the memories within your heart. 
I won't be far away for life goes on. 
And if you need me, call and I will come. 
Though you can't see or touch me, I will be near 
And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear 
All my love around you soft and clear 
And then, when you come this way alone, 
I'll greet you with a smile and a "Welcome Home". 
 

Author Unknown

Jill Beischer 
May 27th, 1953 - May 17th, 2019

In Memoriam

MPP Jill Dunlop spoke 
with the media early April 
thanking front line workers 
regarding the ice storm. 
Read her comments on 
page 8.

Roslyn Watkins 
Publisher/Editor 
Farm View Newspaper 
farmview@on.aibn.com
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premierequipment.ca

StouffvilleAlliston
14183 Highway #48

(905) 640-2692
4896 Dean Drive
(705) 435-7551

F I N A N C I N G  STA R T I N G  AT

0 %
on Compact Utility Tractors plus other incentives + offers 

on Residential Lawn Tractors, Zero Turn Mowers and 
Gator Utility Vehicles.

There is nothing like running a 
Deere.

We could try to put it into 
words for you. We’d use words 

like powerful, satisfying and 
comfortable. But to be honest, 
the experience says it all. You 

just have to get in the seat. Stop 
by your local Premier to try for 

yourself.

YOU JUST HAVE TO
GET IN THE SEAT.

IS HERE NOW

Proud to announce our
Alliston store is an offi cal 

Compact Construction 
Equipment Dealer serving 
south Simcoe and Dufferin 

County!

Honda lawn & garden 
equipment available now

at select locations!

Alliston, Ayr, Hagersville, Listowel, 
Tavistock and Smithville!

to learn more about the 
Honda Power Equipment!

SCAN HERE

to learn more about the 
STIHL Equipment!

SCAN HERE
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Experts in our field, 
protecting yours

519.925.3145
scott@crewsoninsurance.com

FARM   COMMERCIAL   RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Scott Horner
Agricultural Account Manager

There are about 4 million acres 
rented in Ontario, according to a 
University of Guelph survey. This 
is 35% of all the farmland in the 
province. Rented lands is a huge 
part of Ontario agriculture- and it 
should be considered important 
enough to have a written rental 
agreement was the basic message 

from a hybrid presentation by Grey Bruce Ag Services titled 
“Considering Renting your Farmland?” 

Bruce Kelly, recently retired as the environmental program 
manager with Farm and Food Care Ontario for 12 years, 
was the speaker for the presentation. Kelly was also a 
Wellington area pork producer for over 20 years and worked 
with the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association 
for several years during his career.  

The farmer rents land for one basic purpose, to make 
money because Kelly said, “no profit, no point”. He said the 
farmer can, with rented acres, invest less money on buying 
land and “divide equipment costs over more acres”.   

The landowner rents land for several reasons but often it 
comes down to money either from the rent money or the 
fact that renting the land qualifies the landowner to get a 
better rate for property taxes. Secondary reasons often are 
preserving the land and keeping it in production. 

Landowners can run into problems renting land when 
there is no agreement in place. Problems often are centered 
on money when the farmer does not pay- or does not pay on 
time. Land that gets damaged or ignored by erosion or lack 
of nutrients are more problems. “Pesticide and manure use 
with concern with drift over children and pets and gardens”, 
Kelly said are also problems when there are no agreements 
in place.  

Problems between landowners and farmers continue, much 

in part, to the fact that 75% of farm rental agreements are 
just oral- and nothing is written down. Kelly stressed that 
rental agreements need to be written down- to protect both 
sides. 

Farmland rentals for one year, Kelly explained is “like 
driving a rental car, no one ever looks under the hood of a 
rental, is this how we want to treat farmland?” Short term 
rentals mean less investment to grow cover crops, manure 
applications and fertilizers.  No farmer is going to drop a lot 
of investment into something they rent for just a short time. 

Farmland rentals that are longterm as in 5 years to 10 
years of time see “farmers treat the rented land like they 
own it”, he said. Farmers set up rotational crop plans and in-
vest in the expensive fertilizers to get the land up to a pro-
ductive state building soil health when they know the land 
will be part of their farming operations longterm. 

Renting land is more than just the field. There needs to be 
decisions made in which side will maintain driveways and 
culverts and if the equipment is too wide to fit, who will pay 
for necessary improvements.  “Field border maintenance, if 
there is an ice storm, who will move out the broken branches 
and trees?” he asked. Further, with renting out pasture lands, 
which side will maintain the existing sheds and barns on the 
property is another concern. “Do not assume anything, put 
it into the agreement, Kelly advised. 

A big ticket item for rental agreements is drainage. “Tile 
draining is not evil,” Kelly said adding that tile drainage is 
necessary for some fields and this cost can be shared between 
both sides- if there is a longterm rental agreement involved.   

Rental agreements can stop a lot of hard feelings. Nobody 
is going to appreciate hosting a family party the same day 
the farmer that is renting the land decides to manure the 
nearby fields all afternoon. A rental agreement can list certain 
dates that some farming practices will not take place on.   

With good partners there is two way regular communica-

tion, Kelly advised. He said that the farmer should tell the 
landowner when the equipment is going to roll on to their 
land- and give over times of manure applications and spray-
ing (chemicals) dates. The landowner can point out envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas and the farmer can treat it care-
fully which might include wetlands, well, septic bed and 
favourite walking paths. 

Instead of just cash farmers can offer services to the 
landowners such as snowplowing laneways, driveway grad-
ing and a short time use of tractors or backhoe. 

Kelly explained a bare minimum rental agreement has to 
start with legal names and contact information including cell 
phone numbers and emails of both sides. The property should 
be listed with description that includes lot and concession 
numbers. The length of the rental term and the rental rate to 
be paid and on what date the payment will be coming. The 
rental agreement should be dated and signed by both sides. 

There are several ways to cover finances with rented land.  
The simple “pick a number” and then pay it out is only one 
way. According to Kelly, “some farmers pay the simple 
rented rate and then add in a bonus when yields are good”.   
Some farmers and landowners crop share meaning they di-
vide crop inputs and harvest yields.    

Nothing in life lasts forever and this includes rental agree-
ments. The rental agreement should have a plan in place to 
cover if either side dies or gets injured. The agreement also 
should cover what happens if one side wants to exit the 
agreement and have a schedule of shared payments if im-
provements such as tile draining was ever involved.  

Pat Learmonth, founder of Farms at Work and current 
Secretary/Treasurer explained Farms at Work have written 
and contributed to many studies about the obstacles of getting 
access to land in Ontario. To help link land with people, 
there is an online resource that lists- for free- land that is 
available at www.farmsatwork.ca

Considering Renting your Farmland? 

Onan Generators come with a 3 Year Manufacture Warranty 

M18 2-Speed Cordless 
Grease Gun 

M18 In昀ator 

Onan P2500i 
2500-Watt Digital Inverter 

Gasoline Portable Generator 

Onan P9500DF 
9500-Watt Dual Fuel Gasoline/

Propane Portable Generator 

Onan P4500i 
4500-Watt Digital Inverter 

Gasoline Portable Generator 

$1,299.00 $1,750.00 $1,678.00 
P/N - A074Z436 P/N - A058U944 P/N - A074Z438 

CUMMINS ONAN GENERATORS 
P/N - 2646-20 (Tool Only) P/N - 0880-20 (Tool Only) P/N -  2848-20 (Tool Only) 

$155.99 $205.49 $226.99 

*Availalable le while le supplilieses lalast 
Priceses valilid till l May 31s31st, 20252025 

• Parallel Capable  
• Quiet & Durable 
• Lightweight 
• Push Button/Remote Start 

(Pull Cord Backup) 
• Fuel E昀icient  
• Trailer Ready 30A TT-30R Outlet 

• Push Button/Remote Start 
(Pull Cord Backup) 

• Duel Fuel Selection Switch 
(Gasoline to Propane) 

• Non-Inverter 
• AC Outlets: 1 x L14-30R 120/240V 

30A and 2 x Duplex 120V 20A GFCI   

• Built-in Carry Handle for Easy 
Transportation 

• Parallel Capable  
• Quiet & Durable 
• Lightweight 
• Fuel E昀icient  
• Low THD for Sensitive Devices 

M18 2-Gallon Wet/
Dry Vacuum 

Presented by Grey Bruce Ag Services, synopsis by Cathy Hamill-Hill
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Simcoe County Holstein Club Social Night
Nearly 70 members, family and friends of the Simcoe 

County Holstein community gathered at the Elmvale Lions 
Hall in mid-April. It was very much a social gathering with 
lots of stories shared among the crowd with recognition for 
some key accomplishments thrown in for good measure.

The Lions Club provided beverage service and there was 
a charcuterie table with veggies & dip plus some dessert 
squares from Valley Farm Market. Often, this annual event 
takes on a more traditional banquet form. Having recently 
hosted a large banquet for the Ontario General Meeting, it 
was decided to have a more informal event.

President of the club, 
Shawn Potter addressed 
the crowd, asking for 
input on how members 
liked this evening’s for-
mat compared to a tra-
ditional banquet. Potter 
ran through the dates 
for upcoming Twilight 
Meetings. He was 
pleased to say the club’s 
hosting of the AGM was 
a success, thanked the 
sponsors and “...every-
one who put in an incred-
ible amount of work”.

Potter also announced 
that Kevin Harvey is the new national director for Holstein 
Canada.

The club’s veteran members were introduced, and will 
have received their Holstein Canada Veteran Member & 
Breeder pins by the time this edition of Farm View hits 

the streets. Congratulations went to: Tom Klein Gebbinck 
(Tomkar) for 40 years. Peter Kapteyn (Aptohaven) for 40 
years. John den Haan (Haanview) for 50 years. Bob Widdes 
(Oldfort) for 50 years.

It was also noted that the Holstein Ontario Heart of 
the Herd 2025 Simcoe County Winner was Harvdale 
Lauthority Peanut EX-95-5E from Harvdale Holsteins and 
Dr. Tim Henshaw of Stayner.

About one month before this meeting, the 2025 Memorial 

Breeder’s Cup was held and also considered a success. 
Judge Jeff West provided a brief synopsis for the members.

Winner of the 2025 Spirit of 4-H Award is Rachel Lange 
of the Cookstown Dairy Club for her 7 years of involve-
ment. She has held many positions in the club executive. 
The award recognizes the contribution of a 4-H member 
(each county) through leadership, dedication and com-
mitment to the programme. Noteworthy achievements 
and contributions to the community are also taken into 
consideration.

In honour of Holstein Canada’s 100 years of classi昀ca-
tion, they’ve been honouring herds who have bred over 100 
excellent cows under one pre昀x. Three of these are from 
Simcoe County: 
Spencroft, Roger 
Spence and family. 
Sunny Maple, the 
Livingston family.  
Farisview, Dalton 

Faris.
Sarah McEachern 

was the  winner of 
the evening’s door 
prize of a cow 
motif wooden wall 
hanging. She had 
come down from 
Meaford, Ontario. 
McEachern was 
attending with 
boyfriend Eric 
Wright, f irst 
vice-president of 
the club executive.

By Don Beaulieu, intrepid reporter

Top three winners in the of the Simcoe County Breed-
er’s Cup lactation competitions were; 3rd place Spen-
croft Stars Lano Red, 2nd place Arway Sidekick Leigh-
ton and in 1st place Haanview Red Eye Marlene. Their 
humans are seen here with the certi昀cates.

Shawn Potter
Simcoe Cty. Holstein Club

 From Vaccinated Herd of 500+ cows 

 Variety of BW op琀ons 

 Performance Data Recorded Through Canadian Angus 

 Yearling and 2yr Old Bulls Available 

 Semen Tested & DNA Tested 

 Selec琀on of Bulls from AI Sires 

O�ce #: 905-898-4463  Gerald’s #: 905-252-6315 Email: galtenlandlivestock@gmail.com 
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Total Livestock Marketing 
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact: 

Ab Carroll 705-344-6654 
Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918 

OSI Office 705-458-4000 
 

  Box 1051 Cookstown, ON L0L1L0 
  www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.
Cookstown, Ontario

murrayscott8@icloud.com
705-721-8472

 • Agricultural • Equestrian • Commercial • Industrial

As Ontario recovers from the ice storm that struck in late 
March and early April, I want to take a moment to reflect on 
the tremendous efforts made by our communities, first re-
sponders, and emergency teams 

 As the newly appointed Minister of Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response, it has been an honour to witness such 
resilience during this challenging time. 

Simcoe North, my home riding, was particularly hard hit 
by the storm. Many residents faced extended power outages, 
dangerous road conditions, and fallen trees blocking access 
to homes. The ice storm left its mark on local infrastructure, 

but our communities came together to support one another. 
I was deeply moved by the strength and resilience of Simcoe 
North, as neighbours helped neighbours and local volunteers 
stepped up to assist, and as the Ontario Corps moved swiftly 
into action to help our communities. 

 In response, we prioritized the safety of our residents, 
working with local municipalities and emergency teams to 
restore power and clear debris. Over 2,000 wellness checks 
were conducted across the affected areas, ensuring that vul-
nerable residents received the support they needed. In Simcoe 
North, crews worked tirelessly to restore electricity and en-
sure that essential services were available as quickly as pos-
sible. 

 As I said during the storm, “When emergencies happen, 
getting boots on the ground quickly can make all the differ-
ence to ensure life-saving actions are taken.” I am incredibly 
grateful for the efforts of hydro workers, first responders, 
and volunteers in Simcoe North who answered the call. Their 
dedication has been essential to our recovery. 

 Looking ahead, we remain focused on long-term recovery 
efforts across the region. Ontario continues to support com-
munities in need, and we are committed to ensuring we are 
prepared for future emergencies. 

 This storm has shown our collective strength and the im-
portance of being prepared. Together, we will continue to 
overcome.

A Look Back on March and April: MPP Jill Dunlop 
Reflects on Ontario’s Response to the Ice Storm 

JILL DUNLOP 
MPP – Simcoe North

• Anniversary, Birthday & Event Scrolls

• Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates

• Family Responsibility Office Issues (FRO)

• Health Cards/OHIP Issues

• GAINS (tax credits for disabled  
 persons and seniors)

• Health Care

• Small Business Issues

• Petition Insight

• Transportation

• Natural Resources & the Environment

• Ontario Disability Support  
 Program (ODSP)

• Ontario Student  
 Assistance (OSAP)

• Trillium Drug  
 Program (OTDP)

• Seniors Issues

• Workplace Safety &  
 Insurance Board (WSIB)

• Provincial Government  
 Programs

Providing Provincial  
Support in Simcoe North

Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org • 705-326-3246
JillDunlopMPP.ca

Chief Ted Williams, Chippewas of Rama First Nation (far left), Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford and Jill Dunlop, Simcoe North MPP and Minister 
of Emergency Preparedness and Response, gave a helping hand or-
ganizing meals during last month’s ice storm. Stephen Lecce, Minister 
of Energy is in the background with local chefs from Casino Rama. 

On April 4th Ontario Premier Doug Ford spoke to the 
media in Orillia addressing concerns over the (at the 
time) ongoing ice storm. He was joined by (left to right) 
Basil Clarke Mayor of Township of Ramara, Randy 
Greenlaw Mayor of Oro-Medonte, MPP Andrea Khan-
jin, Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy, MPP Jill Dunlop 
and Orillia Mayor Don McIsaac. 
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More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

We have:
Ag Tires

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.
24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Call Dave, Blake  
or Paul for all your  
ag tire needs!
905-939-8964 
northwaytire@outlook.com

Casper is a 2-year-old 
male Great Pyrenees at 
the Caledon Animal 
Shelter. He is very gentle 
and sweet, but typical to 
his breed, he is very 
cautious of new faces. He 
needs a rural setting with 
experience with LGDs. 
We don't know if he is ok 
with Livestock, but he 
would make a great pet in 
the right home.  
Animal.services@caledon
.ca   905 584 2272 ext. 
4698

READY FOR  
ADOPTION

White Kid is a story that will go down into history here. 
White Kid was born a disaster. White Kid’s parents, alone, 

have both produced healthy, strong kids but together, their 
genetics did not work. The advice from the Vet after showing 
pictures of this White Kid was to euthanize him- and I still 
see the logic and reality of that advice. The Vet also prayed 
for this kid. 

Growing up, my Dad got to know and enjoyed visits from 
a man named Gord. Gord showed ponies at local Fairs and 
we showed goats. He was always encouraging and often his 
advice was “There is a big world to grow up in” when he 
saw a baby goat or lamb or calf or foal that didn’t fit in with 
the rest. I thought of Gord’s advice for many days when I 
saw this White Kid and questioned what do with him. 

White Kid was born with two front legs that stopped 
working at the knees. The kid could not get up past his front 
knees as much as he tried. Sweetie splinted the legs but 
White Kid just did not have the strength in those legs to 
even attempt to stand. I held the mother doe so he could get 
milk and he gobbled down as much as he could hold. The 
doe soon decided she hated this- and it was a full out battle 
every time to make her stand still.  

The second day of White Kid’s life he showed no signs 
of giving up though he still could not stand. He kept his 
huge appetite and dodged his ugly mother as she fought me 
as hard as she could to be held still. I had another doe that 
also needed this kidding pen, so I put her and her new tiny 
little kid in with White Kid and his hateful mother. The tiny 
kid the next day bounced past White Kid- and it made me so 
sad. White Kid tried to stand and got his legs under him for 
a few seconds before collapsing. White Kid was so exhausted 

he promptly went to sleep. I debated about that eu-
thanizing but the will to live was still so strong. I 
could hear Gord’s voice from so long ago, there 
was a big world to grow up in. 

The fourth day White Kid was found outside the 
pen with the tiny kid curled up together. White Kid 
now was able to get up on his legs that were twisted 
to one side for a few minutes- before he did another 
face plant. The tiny kid happy danced, like all 
healthy kids do, past White Kid and now he would 
get up and try again to walk over and over and over 

again.  It was like White Kid was in therapy as he fought so 
hard to get back up to try to walk again after falling down 
over and over and over. 

By the sixth day, this determined White Kid was able to 
stand up and walk albeit with a very strange off to one side 
gait. He sort of had his legs twisted to one side but he learned 
to angle his body so he got up a bit of speed. Instead of the 
twisty dance off the ground steps of other kids, he gently 
swung his body from side to side while balancing his weak 
twisted legs. White Kid was doing the best he could in the 
big world he was trying to grow up in. I had tears when he 
added trying to lift one twisted leg to his physically chal-
lenged body dance routine.   

I came to the barn one morning and was startled to find 
his mother had very little milk. His mother promptly called 
him over to affectionately nuzzle his little face and I saw 
that she had fully accepted him as her kid again so he already 
had his breakfast. White Kid kept looking down at his front 
legs when he carefully walked as his legs naturally straight-
ened a little bit more each day. Sweetie took off the splints.   
With his Mom back and four legs, White Kid spent much of 
his time looking puzzled as to how all this good happened. 

White Kid is now unrecognizable as the kid that could 
never walk. He plays and happy dances at top speed with 
his kid friends. He is not the biggest kid but he is growing.  
His legs are fully straight. He now has a voice and follows 
me around yelling at top volume until he gets some grain in 
a bucket for himself every chore time.   

The story of White Kid is testimony to having hope and 
never giving up even in the worst times because answered 
prayers happen. 

After The Chores:  
Big World to Grow Up In

By Cathy Hamill-Hill
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At our first monthly meeting of South Simcoe 4-H Sheep 
Club, we had so much fun! 

We started with our 4-H pledge. Next we held our elec-
tions. After that we talked about selecting a sheep and what 
you want to look for. Then we played a fun game of true or 
false – sheep edition! After we played a get-to-know-you 
game and ended with some snacks! Overall, I think we all 
had a wonderful time! 

 

On March 20th the Field 
and Crops Club met in Mul-
mur at Maple Grove Farm & 
Market for our first meeting 
of the season. 

We are focusing on wheat 
and potatoes for our 2025 
project. 

Elections were held and 
these members were voted 
in: Nathan Dykstra is our 
President, Brooklynn 
Downey is our Vice Presi-
dent, Elly Blank is our sec-
retary and our News Re-
porter is myself, Wesley Brooks. 

Our club has 28 participants, setting a record for the 
biggest club in South Simcoe! 

At Maple Grove Farm, we met the owner Chris Wallace, 
who taught us how they make sourdough bread. Did you 
know that they only use water, flour, and salt? The starter 
they use to make the bread is over 12 years old! 

We played a bunch of games and talked about what we 
are going to do this season. Then we finished the meeting 
and took a group picture. 

Thank you to Chris and Robin Wallace at Maple Grove 
Farm & Market for hosting our first meeting. 

Our next meeting is going to be on April 10 at P&K Van-
derZaag Farms in Baxter. 

The South Simcoe 4-H Everett Horse Club Level 1 had 
its first meeting at Jackie McCallum's on March 25th at 6pm.  
We started the night off by going around the circle saying 
your name, your experience with horses, and what you were 
hoping to learn from this club.  Then we did a safety demon-
stration with one of the horses, including do's and don'ts 
with horses. Next a few of our senior members brought five 
horses to the arena. We were then split into groups and did a 
few obstacle courses and challenges with our teams. One of 
the challenges we did was which team had the horse that 
shed the most and got the most horse hair off! After we fin-
ished the obstacle courses in the arena we went into the side 
room for snacks and held elections for President, Vice, Sec-
retary and News Reporter. Looking forward to our next 
meeting! 

       4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0    (905) 939-7494    E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca 

 Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!

www.dunkerronelevators.ca 
Family owned and operated  

for over 35 years!

Please visit our website for  
information and current cash bids.Est. 1989

Call today to book 2025 crop prices

Marshall W. Driver 
Cremation & Burial Service
by Arbor Memorial

Melody Somerville, Funeral Director-Manager
tel: 705-734-7616 | www.marshalldrivercremation.ca 

email: marshalldriver@arbormemorial.com 

Check out the ag business directory on page 18.

After a couple failed meeting attempts due to unexpected 
weather we had our first meeting the weekend of April 13th! 

At the first meeting of the South Simcoe 4-H Hiking Club 
we learned how to Geocache! We used a GPS to find different 
markers. When we found the marker we punched it on our 
paper and put in the coordinates for the next marker!  

Then we held elections for President, Vice-President, Sec-
retary and News Reporter. 

I think that we are all very excited for the next meeting!  
                        

4-H clubs gear up for new season!
South Simcoe 4-H Horse Club South Simcoe 4-H Hiking Club

South Simcoe Sheep 4-H Club

South Simcoe 4-H Field and Crops Club

By Catherine Reid

Farm View welcomes 4-H reports from all clubs in its 
distribution area! Submit your report and photo to 

farmview@on.aibn.com by the 14th of the month. 

By Abby Patton

By Wesley Brooks

By Victoria Reid
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Secure the future of your farm with strategies that can optimize your farming business and success. 
Contact me to learn more.

Alessandro Lupo, PFP, CIM
Portfolio Manager
705-444-5217
alessandro.lupo@rbc.com

Harvest your legacy
Wealth planning for your farm business
With in-depth experience in wealth management for farmers and their families, I can help you:

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2024 RBC Dominion 
Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 24_90544_GHU_001

• Maximize available tax advantages
• Sell or transition your farm at retirement
• Grow your business 

• Be financially prepared for the unexpected
• Manage risk
• Build employee loyalty

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

The Livestock Guardian Dog (LGD) is not the 
average pet dog and those differences were dis-
cussed at a recent hybrid event held by Grey Bruce 
Ag Services. “Working and Training Livestock 
Guardian Dogs” was presented by Anne Poirier, 
owner and Rescue Rehab Director of Peartree 
Wellness Centre. 

 Not every LGD will become a good working 
LGD when it grows up because not all dogs are 
created equal. Poirier explains, “With 10 puppies 
born, you might get 2 puppies that are meant to 
be “hardcore working” LGD’s. The other puppies 
might turn out to just be pups,” she said adding 
that some farms don’t need hard working LGD’s 
whereas big farms with thousands of livestock to 
protect do.   

When choosing a LGD, it is important to get 
the breed that will best do the job it’s needed for.  
Poirier said some breeds are inclined to come in 
the house at times whereas other breeds want to 
be outside all the time. “Predator load” is impor-
tant to know, she clarified, “one LGD cannot take 
on 20 coyotes by itself” and there is a big differ-
ence for protecting livestock against foxes than a 
bear. There are over 35 different breeds of dogs 
considered LGD’s to choose from to find the cor-
rect dog for the job it needs to do. 

Poirier said there are two main sources to learn 
about LGD’s from people that know from real life 
experience. The first are “breed clubs online”.  
These breed clubs can lead to local breeders that 
“know their breed inside and out”. The second 
are dog shows. “Often with the working dogs we 
handle our own dogs,” she said adding that finding 
out where the good working dog is from is done 
by simply asking at the show because there “is a 
wealth of knowledge at these shows”.   

Choosing a LGD from a rescue service is a 
gamble because “most rescues right now don’t 
train the dog with livestock”. The one she founded 
and works with is the exception as Peartree Animal 
Wellness Center specializes in LGD’s. 

LGD puppies should be trained once they leave 
home for the first time. Week 1 out of 4 weeks 
training starts with teaching the puppy socializa-
tion skills. Poirier does not believe that the LGD 
should not ever leave home. The first critical step 
is teaching the pup about the crate. 

“I feed every meal in their crates. Dogs love 
routine. Feeding releases endorphins and I feel 

good because I eat in my crate feelings,” she said 
adding feeding dogs in the crate also eliminates 
the need to guard their food. The crate becomes a 
special place for the dog. 

Dogs are to be fed three times a day and 
changed to twice a day when they are a year old. 

“Lots of LGD’s don’t like to eat out of a bowl.  
Feed them out of a Gatorade bottle or go buy a 
treat puzzle. LGD’s are working dogs. Once you 
make them work for food, they will feel like eating 
because it has been fun,” she explained adding 
that pet dog owners might not understand this as 
pet dogs are not working dogs. 

Poirier gave some advice for training puppies.  
She said week 1 starts with walking on different 
surfaces like ceramic tile, grass and sand. Meeting 
with different people like a man with a hat is “not 
meeting someone to give the dog a treat, only 
treats should be given by the owner of the dog, 
not strangers”.  She explained “meeting” is seeing 
and smelling the person. Poirier said LGD’s are 
very wary of strangers naturally so making them 
take treats from a stranger is not helpful to training 
and can cause nipping not from aggression but 
from feeling anxious. 

The dog should be taught to sit- using treats 
and keeping it non-verbal. The dog can also learn 
to lie down and stay using treats as rewards. 

“Remember puppies need 20 hours of sleep in 
a (24 hour) day.  If they get bitey, they could just 
need a nap in the crate,” Poirier stressed. 

The first week should introduce the puppy to 
transportation. “Put them in the crate and put the 
crate in the car,” she advised adding that going to 
a small town Tim Horton’s to get a “pup cup” 
makes going in the car “a huge treat”.    

“LGD’s can be taken off the farm, if trained,” 
she said. 

When the LGD puppy does something bad like 
steal a shoe and start chewing on it, do not yell at 
the dog. They are doing this to get your attention 
and you are rewarding the dog by yelling at it, 
even if you are mad. “Trade the shoe for a treat 
and then give them back the shoe and then trade 
it again for a treat and take away the shoe. Then 
give the dog a toy. The dog is not left empty 
handed,” she advised. 

Week 2 of training ramps up the walking with 
walking over pillows and over broom sticks on 
the floor. Meeting animals like chickens and sheep 

start this week. Transportation to different areas 
like hardware stores and the train station where it 
is louder than home starts now and end the trip 
getting a pup cup. The sit and stay practices are 
for longer times, each longer time is rewarded 
with a treat.   

Week 3 highlight walking through a ladder, in 
deep snow and on top of grates. Meeting the vet 
in a white coat starts this week. Meeting is seeing 
and smelling, not receiving treats from the person. 
Walking on leash should be progressing, “if a dog 
won’t walk turn back towards home because that 
is telling the dog, if you are not going to listen, 
we go home”. 

Week 3 also includes meeting other dogs as in 
seeing other dogs from a distance and checking 
in with treats if the dog is okay with doing this.  

Week 4’s transportation piece moves to having 
the dog going on elevators before the final stop in 
getting the pup cup. This is when Poirier increases 
the “Pocket” game. She places treats in her pocket. 
A mat is placed on the floor and once the dog gets 
on the mat, she says “pocket” and the dog stares 
at her pocket and gets a treat. This teaches the 
dog to watch her intently.   

“Puppies eat three times a day so training 
should be three times a day,” Poirier said. 

“You want to spay and neuter almost 18 months 
old,” she advised adding that if the dog starts to 
act out before 18 months, “find a trainer or (dog) 
behaviorist if you are having issues, do not just 
jump on the neutering bandwagon”. 

When first training with sheep, keep the dog 
on a tether. She advised putting the dog on a tether 
on the other side of the fence from the livestock 
to start. Poirier suggested moving the dog in with 
the livestock for 30 minutes a day- on a tether- 
and under observation.  

The dog needs a doghouse that is insulated to 
meet animal welfare rules- and to keep the dog 
safe especially from a sheep flock which usually 
includes an aggressive ram because rams are made 
that way. “The dog house gives the dog a place to 
go from the ram when he goes after the dog,” she 
advised. 

For anyone looking to have a LGD trained or 
rehomed, contact can be made through Facebook 
for Peartree Animal Wellness Center. Contact in-
formation can be found in the ag business directory 
on page 18. 

Livestock Guardian Dogs are not the average pet dog
By Cathy Hamill-Hill

Worth a Chuckle...  
and life lessons 
by Aunt Hazel  

Recipe For A 
Happy Marriage 
(and all other rela-
tionships)                                
4 cups of Love 
2 cups of Loyalty 
Dash of Faith 
3 cups of Kindness 
4 cups of Understanding 
1 cup of Friendship 
5 spoonfuls of Hope 
1 barrel of Laughter 
Pinch of Forgiveness (no 
substitutions) 
Dash of Thoughtfulness 
(not optional)  
Take love and loyalty and 
mix thoroughly with faith. 
Blend in kindness and un-
derstanding, add friend-
ship and hope. Sprinkle 
abundantly with laughter. 
Garnish with forgiveness 
and thoughtfulness. Bake 
with sunshine. 
Serve daily with generous 
helpings.

Alpaca Spring Show!

Cathy Hamill-Hill visited 
the recent  Alpaca Ontario 
Spring Show. Look for the 
story in next month’s 
issue... 
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Healthy Waters Program 
Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the  
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water  
quality and stream health by providing funding and free, 
on-site technical advice.  
Grants covering 30 – 100% of projects costs up to  
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.  
• tree planting 
• livestock restriction fencing 
• manure storage improvements 
• on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws 
• clean water diversion for barnyards 
• abandoned well decommissioning 
• tile drain control boxes 
• and more! 
Call us today about your project! 
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at 
705-424-1479 x239 • www.nvca.on.ca

JOIN US!
SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT

Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario

Keeping Faith in Farming

christianfarmers.org

CENTRAL ONTARIO DISTRICT 
(Formerly Simcoe County District) 

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467 
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  
offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including: 

Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning  
and assisting with Government Grant Applications 

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6 
Tel: (705) 728-7461             www.powelljones.ca

FARM FEED 
SERVICE

• Organic Feed Available •  
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,  
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed  
& feeders, cat & dog food 
Bulk and custom orders upon request.  
We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags, 
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,  
Herbs for Horses products and more!

959 Marshall Rd. 
Wyebridge,ON  L0K 2E1 
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road 
Phone 705-526-0563  Fax 705-526-4862

Curbside pick up still offered 
 Call today to place your poultry order

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,  
Sunday and Holidays - closed.

Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival

It was 30 years ago when Susan Wright and a few friends 
all from Sunderland decided they wanted to hold a Maple 
Syrup Festival in their home community. Only the global 
pandemic stopped the Festival for two years, the event con-
tinued this year after the massive ice storm for its 28th edition 
on April 5-6. The Festival brings thousands of people to 
Sunderland every year. 

The streets in Sunderland were closed off for an outdoor 
vendor’s market that spread down several streets. Ducks Un-
limited Canada had someone dressed in an adorable duck 
outfit complete with duck calls, delighting children. There 
were several local maple syrup producers, kettle corn made 
from Ontario corn and local mushrooms being sold amidst 
the rows and rows of vendors. Two women passed by with 
both hands loaded in bags full of merchandise bought here.   
There was no more maple candy left to buy early in the af-
ternoon on Sunday. There was a constant relay of busses 
coming and going out to the Harlaine Maple Products oper-
ation as this has been a constant Festival highlight: the Harder 
Family were among the Sunderland friends that began this 
event three decades ago.  A live band sang well known coun-
try music from the outdoor stage. 

All around the Festival location, especially in rural areas, 
are damages from what is considered by many as the ice 
storm of the century. There are thousands of households still 
without power at home but here at the Sunderland Maple 
Syrup Festival, there is only fun and joyful realization that 
spring and maple syrup have now both arrived. 

Story and photos by Cathy Hamill-Hill

Pictured above is Sean Whitelock of Brechin with his Lake-
House Maple Syrup. Sean and his friend, Jonathan Sim-
monds, operate a small maple syrup operation that they are 
grateful did not get damaged in the severe ice storm. "Trees 
came down, but they missed every one our lines. We lucked 
out," he said. Working seasonally, Sean decided, ten years 
ago to go into maple syrup to make good use of his early 
spring time 

In the photo below is Christine Hartinger of Beaverton, owner of 
Schoolhouse Flower Farm. Christine grows her flowers in a room 
in her house- and sources anything she might need as "fillers" for 
arrangements from local sources in Ontario. Christine grows only 
organic flowers and sells them seasonally at an outdoor stand by 
her home. She also does a lot of flower arrangements for wed-
dings. Sales were so strong at the Festival she completely sold 
out. 

In the photo above is Claude Cayer of Peterbor-
ough. Claude is a retired truck driver who has now 
taken up a second career as a wood carver. 
Claude designed and made this bird house that 
would work as a home for wrens, chickadees and 
bluebirds. He especially enjoys carving small an-
imals out of wood. 
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Last month the Tiffin Centre for Conser-
vation, in partnership with the Rotary Club 
of Barrie, presented the 2025 annual Spring 
Tonic Festival at their property in Essa Town-
ship, ten miles west of Barrie.  

As in years’ past, the most popular attrac-
tion was the pancake and sausage breakfast 
where 1,400  guests were served over the 2 
day festival, and 70L of maple syrup were 
poured over the pancakes. Rotary volunteers 
served each day until 2 pm at the picnic 
pavilion.  

Despite the overcast sky and day long 
drizzle, Saturday’s attendance was close to 
normal. A brighter day on Sunday brought 

guests out in sufficient numbers to close the 
weekend on a very successful note, seeing 
more than 2,500 visitors attend the 2 day 
festival. 

Visitors learned about modern and tradi-
tional methods of making maple syrup. In 
addition they enjoyed watching dog agility 
demonstrations, wagon rides through the for-
est and live music. On hand again this year 
were firefighters, paramedics and conserva-
tion officers who generously donated their 
time to meet and greet young and old alike. 

All proceeds from the festival go towards 
Rotary community projects and maintaining 
the Tiffin Conservation area.

Sweet family fun at Spring Tonic in Essa Township

A sweet start to the maple syrup season across the region!

Several million square feet of  Insta-Panels working quietly below concrete floors in Ontario.  
Insta-Panels keep the floor at room temperature, instead of  ground temperature of  55°F.  

ADDED BONUS! Insta-Panels prevent sweating, leaving your floor and room dry.

Keep Your Heat with

· Building Department Approved under Floor Insulation · High R-Value for Minimal Thickness - R11 · Vigorously Lab Tested  
· Time Tested · Insta-Panels are worth a second look for Price and Quality

Satisfied Simcoe County Customers Include Steer Ent., Huron Tractor, Holmes Agro, Barrie Curling Club and many more! 

Call or text Rob Noordegraaf  705-627-8977

Perfect for  
In-floor heat!

Maple Weekend was joyfully celebrated across Ontario 
the weekend of April 5th and 6th. Shawn and I had the pleas-
ure of checking out the festivities at Windlee Farms located 
in the Township of Tiny. Windlee Farms offered many ac-
tivities to be enjoyed such as the all important pancake and 
sausage breakfast, Birds of Prey presented by Riverside Rap-
tor Rescue, Bling Face Painting and of course Sugar Bush 
& Shack Tours, Tastes & Wagon Rides. Township of Tiny 
Fire Department Station 4 were on site with the Tanker. Pro-
ceeds from these events were donated to the Georgian Bay 
Food Network in Midland.

Pictured here is Peter, good friend and neighbour to Peter 
& Anne Lorriman, owners of Windlee Farms. Peter was 
giving a very thorough explanation of the maple syrup 
making process at Windlee Farms. 

Mitchell Wilson camped out at the Windlee Farms Maple 
Weekend. Wilson was available to answer questions and 
provide a demonstration of life in the 1850’s on behalf of The 
Coldwater Heritage Museum which is a ‘living museum’.  

Tom Smith (pictured above) and Delaney Scott (not shown)  
of Riverside Raptor Rescue educated the interested crowd in 
the rehabilitation process these birds of prey go through. They 
can be harmed from window strikes, car collisions, or nest in-
terference. The birds involved require experienced and spe-
cialized help which is offered at Riverside Raptor Rescue. To 
learn more or make a donation to this incredible organization 
visit their website www.riversideraptors.ca 

Guests didn’t get far at Windlee Farms Maple Weekend 
celebration without being warmly greeted by Anne 
Lorriman of Windlee Farms (to the right), Sparky, and 
firefighter Andrew Patterson. 

Story and photos by Roslyn Watkins

By John Beischer

Photo provided by NVCA
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Services we provide but  
are not limited to: 

 · Farm Laneway 
· Barn Yard 
· Overlay 
· Grindings 
· Grading 
· Excavation 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Primo Service, Primo Quality, Primo People!

· RESIDENTIAL   · INDUSTRIAL 
· COMMERCIAL  · RECREATIONAL

 YOUR SOLUTION PAVER

www.primopaving.ca 
email: info@primopavingltd.com 
t: 416.748.7484  
c: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
Barrie: 705.408.0247 
92 Caplan Ave. Suite 143 Barrie ON L4N 9J2

A local, full service Ag retailer providing 
agronomic solutions to increase productivity 

and profitability on your farm.

ORANGEVILLE 1.800.668.3047 
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138 
STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

www.ho lmesag ro.com

Working to Grow With You!
ALYSSUM 
ASTER 
AZALEA 
BEGONIA 
CARNATION 
DAFFODIL 
DAHLIA 
DAISY 
 

DANDELION 
FLOWER 
IRIS 
LEAVES 
LILY 
MARIGOLD 
ORCHID 
PEONY 

PETALS 
POLLINATE 
ROSE 
SNAPDRAGON 
STEM 
TULIP 
ZINNIA
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HAMILTON BROS. 
Building and Farm Supplies Ltd.  
2047Glen Huron Rd., Glen Huron, Ont. L0M 1L0 
Ph: 705-466-2244 or 705-445-1166     Fax: 705-466-2122 
Email: hamiltonbros@ultrafastwireless.com 
www.hamiltonbros.ca

Lumber • Plywood • Trusses 
Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Farm and Garden Supplies 
Fence Supplies • Culverts 

Cedar Posts • Railway TiesCollingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing    
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled, 
professional and reliable installation and service 

for more than 35 years. 

Our services include 
     • Oil tank installation and removal. 
     • Furnace installation and service. 
     • A/C installation and service. 
    • Hot water heater installation and service. 
     • Propane tank installation.  
        (aboveground and underground) 
     • Bulk fuel tank and pump installation. 

 705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571 
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7 
www.collingwoodfuels.com    info@collingwoodfuels.com 

https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/ 

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil, 
Diesel and Gasoline

Welcome to the month of May. After a long traditional 
winter, we endured some additional weather challenges at 
the end of March and the beginning of April. With the 
weather troubles hopefully behind us we are looking forward 
to warm weather, travel and recreational activities. The long 
weekend in May, known as Victoria Day, will be the start of 
our warm weather season and getting out and enjoying the 
opportunities that we have been looking forward to. With 
more families staying close to home this year we all want to 
be safe in our activities.  

 Let’s start around the home. Working on the roof, in the 
yard or around the house, think about the hazards. If you 
need to climb a ladder, secure it or have a helper hold the 
ladder for you. Think about your foot wear. Wearing flip 
flops might be enticing but if you are using an axe or a 
chainsaw a slip may cause a great amount of pain. If you’re 
using a chainsaw, it’s important to wear chainsaw chaps, 
boots and have eye protection. The grass and weeds will be 
growing so if you are using a weed wacker or lawnmower 
hearing protection and eye protection is a must.  

 Thinking about hitting the road, then take your time! It’s 
a long weekend, enjoy the scenery.  Speeding to get to your 
destination may only save you a few minutes, but cost you a 
speeding ticket or worse. Speeding also decreases your re-
action time, so slow down. Be ready for the road. This may 
be the first opportunity for you to use that motorcycle or RV 
that has sat all winter. Check the vehicle over well, make 
sure all the lights work and it's safe for the road. Of course 
don’t drink and drive or drive after using recreational drugs. 
Impairment leads to unwanted injuries and sometimes death 
and a lifetime of pain for many. 

 This may be the first opportunity to get on the water. 
Whether it’s for fishing, tubing or just checking out the 
scenery everyone must have and wear a properly fitting and 
approved life jacket. Water temperature will still be cold and 
hypothermia is a concern. If you do go swimming do so 
with a buddy. If you have small children remember to always 
keep them within an arm's reach when near water.  

 S’mores and campfires go hand in hand and who doesn’t 
like them? Consider what you are wearing. Newer synthetic 
fiber clothing is extremely flammable and shrinks when 
heated. Children must always be supervised around the camp-
fire. Have water, a hose or bucket and a shovel at the ready 
for any spot fires. The spring season is always a prime time 
for fires. Make sure to extinguish your fire when done or 
when unattended. 

 Enjoy what the month of May brings and keep safe.  
  
 

Spring season safety
By Dennis Gannon

The annual spring marketing meeting hosted by Kevin 
Eisses and staff of Addis Grain in Oro-Medonte was once 
again very well attended. The crowd gathered early for an 
informal coffee reception provided by TD Bank. The morn-
ing’s speakers mingled as well taking the time to introduce 
themselves and chat with the audience one on one.  

Kevin began the formal presentation with a few funny 
“you might be a farmer” jokes then took the time to introduce 
the staff and thank each of them for their hard work in 
helping to make the seminar a success. Next Kevin intro-
duced the first speaker, Dwayne Wilson, Grain Merchandis-
ing Specialist at White Commercial.  

Wilson gave a brief overview of the topics he would be 
addressing in more detail. He stressed the goal is to capture 
prices for your grain while they are high, the challenge of 
knowing what is reasonable, emotion vs thinking and ac-
knowledged the amount and diversity of information farmers 
need to take in. Wilson displayed graphs showing the ups 
and downs of 2020 to 2023. Reminding guests the market 
doesn’t care what you paid to put the crop in the ground. 
Farmers need to know their own numbers, know your costs, 
determine what you’d like your profit to be and set your 
target sell price. Wilson stressed that is what Kevin Eisses 
and his staff at Addis Grain can help you to do. 

Eisses gave the group a demonstration of the Addis Grain 
App. He explained the app is an easy, interactive tool that 
can be used to set target orders at any time day or night.  

Jim Pelot of Podium Prosperity Group was the morning’s 
second speaker. Podium Prosperity Group provides business 
coaching, consulting and financial planning. Pelot gave a 
lively presentation of his views of the market, and long term 
effects of the tariffs. Pelot opened the floor to questions and 
addressed many comments and concerns.  

Eisses closed the meeting and guests were invited to par-
take in a pulled pork lunch catered by Julie Eisses of Sarge’s 
Pit Crew. 

Both speakers were highly knowledgable in their subjects. 
This is a marketing meeting to set on your calendar for next 
year to take advantage of the wealth of knowledge presented.  

Addis Grain spring 
marketing meeting 

Synopsis by Roslyn Watkins

The Ice Storm last month is considered to be a "once in a 
generation" event with massive ice build-up caused by two 
waves of intense freezing rain. It is expected to take a full 
month to get the heaviest damaged isolated areas back with 
full service with hydro and phone lines. This tree was like 
many trees that were left severely damaged.   

A reminder to be prepared 
and heed weather warnings

Photo by Cathy Hamill-Hill
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for Quilting, Knitting, Scrapbooking, 
retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com 
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur, ON

519-942-6012

 UPCOMING QUILT SHOWS
May 30 - May 31, 2025 
EDT Halton Quilters Guild “Stitches in Our Time” 
Quilt Show in Oakville Ontario Canada Sheridan 
Conference Centre, 1400 Trafalgar Rd. Oakville. 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM $10 admission.   
 
June 7 & 8, 2025 
“Stiching Among Friends” Presented by Quilting 
Corners Guild. Located at the Alliston Curling 
Rink, 52 Albert Street West Alliston  
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $10 admission.   
www.aqcguild.edublogs.org 

Local Guilds to research either by website or Facebook  
Continued from the April Farm View edition

Barrie Modern Quilt Guild 
https://www.facebook.com/barri
emodernquiltguild 
Barrie 
bmqginfo@gmail.com   
No membership fee mentioned.  
They do many zoom meetings 
and bi-monthly meetings.  
Guests can email if wish to 
attend.

Quilting Corners Guild 
https://aqcguild.edublogs.org/ 
Alliston 
quiltingcorners@gmail.com  
Meetings 7:00 PM at Shilton 
Hall St. John's United Church, 
Victoria St. 
1st Tues of month (except Jan). 
Guest fee charged. Very up to 
date web site!  

Simcoe County Quilters’ Guild 
http://www.scqg.info/ 
Barrie 
scquiltersguild@gmail.com 
Meeting the 4th Thursday 1-3 
pm at Westside Lutheran 
Church located at 510 Ferndale 
Dr N.   
Fees $50 for 10 meetings and 
guests are $8.

Orillia Quilters’ Guild 
https://www.facebook.com/oqgu
ild/about 
Orillia 
orilliaquiltersguild1@gmail.com 
Meetings 3rd Wed. except in 
July at ODAS park (Orillia 
Fairgrounds)   
Fees $50 and guests are $5.

By Janis Hamilton

Welcome Spring, well let’s hope the signs of spring can 
continue without ice storms that keep us in the dark for days 
and in some cases weeks. I hope you didn’t have much dam-
age and if you were lucky enough to have a generator, I 
hope it worked well. Hats off to the first responders, hydro 
crews and those volunteers who did “wellness” checks on 
many neighbourhoods. They all worked tirelessly even as 
their families were in the dark as well. The damage and loss 
of the tree canopy is just devastating! Clean up will continue 
long past spring for sure. 

 I was in Thimbles and Things in Orillia shortly after they  
got power. They had jugs of water and offered a charging 
site for those needing it. Everyone seemed to extend them-
selves in any way they could. I did smile when I realized all 
the customers buying fabric still had no power from the con-
versations in the store. Our love of quilting and fabric con-
tinues in the face of even an ice storm. Just for the record I 
did have power and yes really needed more fabric. 

 Local shops have gone ahead with their joint shop hop, 
and it is a chance to meet fellow quilters, explore new shops 
and consider doing their shop challenges. Usually, the shops 
choose to offer quilters a project and you can get the pattern, 
fabric and even buy the finishing kit if you choose. Some 
shops offer lucky draws, some offer quizzes with prizes and 
all offer a welcome hello and a chance to see many wonderful 
new collections of fabric. 

This years Hills and Valleys Quilt Shop Tour takes place 
May 1st to the 3rd. The stops will be at:  

· Creemore House of Stitches Quilt and Yarn Shop   
  3 Caroline St. W Suite 3 Creemore 
· Country Concessions 35 King St. N, Cookstown. 
· Creekbank Sewing Centre 031385Grey Road 14, Conn 
· Threads That Bind 408016 Grey County Rd 4, Maxwell 

 I had the chance to visit St. Jacob’s Market recently and 
we stopped in Newton. Well, we had to visit their quaint 
quilt shop called E & E’s Cloth and Creations. The shop 
sells many fabrics made by Canadian manufacturers. The 
selection was stunning with whole collections front and cen-
tre, the prices very exciting and the samples on the walls 
were worth the trip. So, if you are down that way, maybe 
stop in. It is located at 4463 Perth Line 72, Newton. Of 
course, we also stopped at Creekbank Sewing Centre with 
their new store and wonderful fabrics to tempt you as well 
as their sewing machines. Road trips are such a chance to 
see towns and villages we’ve never heard of, and it all makes 
for an amazing day! 

Here is a list of some of the Canadian manufacturers 
worth searching for at your local shops:  Elizabeth’s Studio, 
Fabric Traditions, Happy Hollow Designs, Hoffman, Inter-
national Textiles, JN Harper Co. Moda Northcott, QT Fabrics, 
Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman, Sykel, Wilmington, Windham 
and Figo Fabrics. 

One quilt shop told us at a recent Guild meeting that some 
of the American Manufacturers have blocked them from 
seeing what they sell and will not ship any longer to Canada.  
Pellon is one of the products we may have trouble getting.  
This makes great stiffeners in making bags and totes. The 
shops are on the hunt to get replacements. The shop did 
warn us that needles, scissors and acrylic rulers will certainly 
go up in price if the US goes ahead with their plans for tar-
iffs. 

So as the snow drifts fade in our memories and you have 
power back, park the treadle machine and start a new project 
maybe from the shop hop. Enjoy each stitch and try not have 
the seam ripper become your best friend. 

 

Order your Chicks NOW ~  We are your local dealer for 
chicks & ready to lay Hens ~ Spring & Summer 2025

Birdseed, Freezer Meat, Feed 

Humanely Raised (by us):  
Beef • Chicken • Pork • Turkey  

We also carry:  
Livestock Feeds • Pet Food • Miller’s Dairy 

Maple Syrup • Honey & much more!

www.BradburyFarm.com 

Visit our Farm Shop!  
4043 2nd Line • Cookstown • 705-816-2917  

www.BradburyFarm.com BradburyFamilyFarm@gmail.com 
            Follow us on FB  Bradbury - Small Family Farm 

Park the treadle machine and start a new project 
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Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION 
CONTROL.  Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment  

installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.   
 REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF 

BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS 
Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!  

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY 
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211 

DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300 
OFFICE 705-322-9292 

email dlgfarmdrain@hotmail.com 
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,  
GRAIN HAULING 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM   705-331-5371 

Elmvale, Ontario 

Communication is key — 
especially in agriculture

We’ve all missed a message at some point — a lost email, 
a wrong number, or a letter sent to an old address. It’s frus-
trating, but more importantly, it can cause us to miss out on 
valuable information. For members of the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture (OFA), keeping contact details up to date is 
essential to staying informed and connected. 

Each year, OFA receives member contact information 
from Agricorp, which administers the Farm Business Regis-
tration (FBR) program. When you submit your FBR, the 
contact details you provide are shared with the general farm 
organization (GFO) you select — in this case, OFA. This in-
formation is uploaded to OFA’s membership system after 
the FBR renewal deadline, and it becomes our primary source 
for reaching out to members throughout the year. 

What many members may not realize is that Agricorp is 
the official holder of this information, and they manage it on 
behalf of the FBR program.  

The good news is members can update their contact information with Agricorp at any 
time during the year. If your email address, phone number, or mailing address has changed, 
you don’t need to wait until the next FBR period — simply contact Agricorp directly to 
ensure your details are up to date. You can reach Agricorp at 1-888-247-4999.  Best practice 
would be to contact OFA as well and provide your new information to our Member Relations 
department. 

Why is this so important? A recent example highlighted just how critical good communi-
cation can be. A municipal partner needed to share information quickly during a wide-scale 
emergency with the local farming community and reached out to OFA for assistance. Of the 
211 members in that area, OFA was only able to reach 94 by email. The rest couldn’t be 
contacted — some had unsubscribed, others had invalid or outdated email addresses, and 
many had been automatically removed from our system due to repeated bounce-backs. 

That’s not just a lost email — that’s a missed opportunity to stay informed, connected, 
and supported. 

So, what can you do? It’s simple: review the contact information you provide for your 
Farm Business Registration and keep it up to date with Agricorp. This ensures OFA has the 
most current and accurate way to reach you with essential updates, services, and support. 

And if you’d like to receive the OFA Weekly Newsletter, which includes important 
updates, news, and opportunities from across the agri-food sector, we encourage you to 
subscribe. Please note that the OFA Weekly Newsletter uses a separate email subscription 
list. Even if your email is on file through your Farm Business Registration, you must opt in 
separately to receive the newsletter. You can subscribe by com-
pleting the form at the bottom of our landing page at 
www.ofa.on.ca. 

Or use this handy QR code to register. 
 
Communication is key — especially in agriculture, where 

timing and information can make all the difference. Let’s keep 
the connection strong. Update your contact details with Agricorp 
and OFA makes sure we can all continue delivering the infor-
mation you need, when you need it most. 

 

By Leah Emms 
OFA Member Services Rep. 
1-866-660-5511 
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca 
www.ofa.on.ca

A reverse mortgage does not mean that 
you are giving away your home  

and the equity in it.

Tracy Green, a 25-year plus vet-
eran in the industry, Level 2 
Mortgage Broker and Owner of 
Ontario-Wide Financial in Orillia 
has received numerous enquiries 
over the years from older home-
owners who have been rejected 
by a bank for a mortgage. 
Green says, "I have a lot of sen-
iors calling me looking for funds, 
because they have been unsuc-
cessful at the banks or other lend-
ing institutions. And the 2% 
qualifying rate as set out by the 
Government of Canada, is making it more difficult for seniors to obtain institutional 
funding. Many seniors are unable to borrow against their homes. 

Age and risk management 
Obtaining a mortgage as a senior can be a daunting challenge in two ways: firstly, with 
the reduction of the amortization period based on age with some lenders, and secondly, 
the extra 2% qualifying rate the bank of Canada set out in June 2021. Green says, "These 
measures, while justifiable under the guise of risk management, significantly hinder 
seniors ability to secure a mortgage it they need the funds. Even though the equity in 
their home may be $1,000,000, they may not qualify for a $300,000 mortgage to buy a 
vacation home or help their children buy their own home. This often leaves seniors turn-
ing to private mortgages which come with higher interest rates. But Tracy Green says 
there are alternative solutions. 

The benefits of a reverse mortgage 
Reverse mortgages offer a unique flexibility that many may not be aware of. Green says, 
"Many people think that a reverse mortgage means that they're giving their house away. 
They don't realize that they can make mortgage payments on a reverse mortgage to 
maintain the equity in their home." 
By making regular payments, homeowners can cover the interest or a portion of the in-
terest and even reduce the principal by up to 10% annually, maintaining or growing 
their equity stake in the property as values rise over time. Green says, "This approach 
allows older homeowners to enjoy the liquidity of a reverse mortgage while safeguarding 
the value of their home. A reverse mortgage does not have to mean that the homeowner 
is taking equity out while the interest is accumulating, and they'll eventually have noth-
ing left. A homeowner can make full payment which over the full term will not take any 
equity out of the property or they can make partial payments to slow the erosion of 
equity. 
Homeowners can also take advantage of the "no payment at all" option and take lump 
sums as needed rather than all at once. It works like a line of credit, with some restric-
tions. 
As property values increase, a home's equity will appreciate. A reverse mortgage with 
the option of making monthly mortgage payments slows or eliminates equity erosion, 
capitalizes on rising property values, and gives older homeowners peace of mind. 

A 5-year mortgage payment pause 
A program that offers a 5-year pause on monthly mortgage payments may sound like a 
financial fantasy, but Tracy Green says it's a viable option for many, regardless of their 
age. "Up to 55% of the home's value can be put on a 5-year, no payment program. While 
the interest accumulates over the 5 years, if the homeowner wants to sell or refinance 
early, they can do that with no penalties." 
The program is designed for homeowners who need a break from making full mortgage 
payments because they are returning to school, or they may be struggling financially 
and want to wait to see if interest rates decline. As home values rise and they age, they 
may then qualify for a reverse mortgage that can be held as long as they want. The pro-
gram is open to homeowners of any age who can't afford their mortgage payments and 
are considering selling. 
Navigating the complexities of mortgage financing can be challenging, especially when 
traditional mortgages from a bank are out of reach. 
There are alternative options that can provide significant financial relief. Tracy Green 
and her team at Ontario-Wide Financial can access a wide range of mortgage options 
and tailor solutions to the clients specific needs. 

ADVERTORIAL

Tracy Green 416-573-7669/705-259-3974/1-888-307-7799 
Mortgage Broker/Owner Level 2 FSRA Licence #12456 

www.ontario-widefinancial.com

Reverse mortgages have come a long way over the years especially 
with more competition and options!

Discover the benefits of a reverse mortgage or a 5-year mortgage payment pause to give 
you financial peace of mind while you maintain the remaining equity in your home
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Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!  
ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,  

based on 12 months OR prepay $700  
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

AGBUSINESSdirectory
PHONE: 705-722-0138      EMAIL: farmview@on.aibn.com

DALSTON STORE 
This spring, save yourself a trip into town!

HARDWARE • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED 
• Masterfeeds  
• Sunflower & mixed bird seed 
• Electric fencing supplies  
• Gates • Bale Feeders

1696 Penetanguishene Rd. 
RR 1 Barrie, Ontario      Phone 705-728-8617 
       L4M 4Y8                    Fax 705-728-8617

  FARM SUPPLIES

  MOBILE PAINTING

Agricultural & Industrial 
Spray Painting

Spray painting done 
at your farm or business

John Rundle 
(705) 321-2592 
RundlesPainting.com

Rundle’s Painting

  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK 
2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON  L0L 1P0 
705-795-4592 
brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com                                    ESA 7010173

  CUSTOM FARMING

 6056 10TH LINE, THORNTON 
ROB HENRY • 705-790-7714

ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@HOTMAIL.COM

 ROB HENRY’S 
CUSTOM FARMING INC. 

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

  AGRICULTURAL STORIES WANTED

  HVAC SERVICES

our next issue...
Do you have a  
story idea for us? 
See contact information  
on bottom of page 4.

We’re working on 

  PET RESCUE SERVICES

Peartree Animal Wellness Centre  
and Rescue 

 
Specialized in training rescued Large 
Guardian Dogs for employment as  
Livestock Guardians 
  
Contact 
PAWcenter@hotmail.com 
Phone 519-709-6678

  HANDYMAN SERVICES

AARON ROBICHAUD 
289-500-9079 
RMC CONTRACTING

Insured Handyman services including 
new and rebuilt decks, patios, stairs. 
Tiling, floors and doors. 
 
Serving York Region and Bradford

  PAVING SERVICES
    Primo Service,  
  Primo Quality,  
Primo People!

JOE BRUNO
T: 416.748.7484. or 705.408.0247 
C: 416.717.7700 (No texting) 
F: 905-856-9498 
E: info@primopavingltd.com

Asphalt · Interlocking · Concrete  
Snow Clearing & Salting Services

True North Mechanical 
   Air Specialist

Call, text or email Shawn for a free estimate. 
705-828-3394 · truenorthmechanical@icloud.com 

Fully licensed, insured and registered by TSSA 
Serving Simcoe County and Surrounding Area.

Meeting all your heating and air conditioning needs, 
one satisfied customer at a time.

Consumers in the 
United States have 
been forced to 
scramble as egg 
prices have been el-
evated since Decem-
ber. 

The soaring prices 
of eggs in the United States early this year (largely the result 
of H1N1 avian flu outbreak) and the resultant political fallout 
has caused me – and I suspect many others as well – to re-
consider the importance of eggs in our diets and lifestyle.  

Chickens and their eggs have been staple food items for 
much of the world more than a millennium and have been a 
presence on Ontario farms from the very beginning of Eu-
ropean settlement. When Jesuit missionaries founded St. 
Marie among the Hurons, they brought chickens with them 
(as well as cows and pigs).  

To increase yield, some farmers in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries turned to early generation egg incubators.  

  As the name implies, the incubator allows eggs to incu-
bate without the hen needing to be present to provide warmth. 
Furthermore, by precisely regulating temperature and hu-
midity to the ideal, eggs within an incubator hatch with far 
greater success rate than the natural norm.    

Incubating eggs is not new. Egyptians had a method of 
incubating eggs as early as 400 BC. Egyptian egg ovens 
were pyramidal brick buildings shaped like a pyramid. Eggs 
were placed in a woven basket and partially covered in warm 
ashes to maintain the ideal temperature.  

A revolution in incubation occurred in the 18th century 
when thermometers that could accurately measure tempera-
ture were invented. This made it far easier to maintain tem-
peratures ideally suited for eggs to hatch.  

The first modern, scientific incubator emerged in 1879 
when American Lyman Byce created a coal lamp incubator 
in 1879. The first commercial machine appeared two years 

later. Incubators with oil lamps soon followed. The electric 
egg incubator, which was based on the same principals, was 
incented in 1922 by Ira M. Petersime.  

The most widely distributed egg incubator in Ontario in 
the first half of the 20th century was manufactured by the 
Buckeye Incubator Company. A Springfield, Ohio-based 
company, Buckeye first unveiled it line of incubators at the 
1893 Chicago World’s Fair in Chicago. It soon became one 
of the largest incubator manufacturers in America, and with 
offices in Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver came to domi-
nate the Canadian market as well.  

So, how did the incubator work? A small boiler containing 
a few quarts of water was heated via a burner. The heated 
water was distributed throughout the box via pipes, main-
taining an ideal incubation temperature (102-103 degrees) 
throughout. Eggs would be turned occasionally.  

Incubators were meant to be brought into the home where 
farmers could keep an eye on the eggs within. As such, they 
were typically made to look like a piece of furniture, some-
thing that would-
n’t look out of 
place in the sa-
lon. Many were 
finished with red-
wood.  

The egg incu-
bator was an im-
portant apparatus 
on the farm, in-
creasing chicken 
flocks to enable 
farmers to better 
feed their fami-
lies and generate 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
currency.  

 

Village 
stories 

 by Andrew Hind

A look at the history of egg incubators

Wanted 22 x 38 Dion 
Threshing machine.  
Please call 905-983-9331.

FOR SALE: WINE/CIDER 
MAKING SUPPLIES!!!! 
7 Demijohns, they all have taps 
at the bottom making transfer 
easier and cleaner $35.00 
each, Crusher with electric 
motor and press all in excellent 
condition ready to work for you 
$200.00 
Call 1-905-806-5111. Come see 
us you won’t be disappointed.

New Holland 630 Round Baler 
Working round baler. 4' round 
bales. Twine $4300 
Stayner area. 705-795-7516

2015 Dutchman tree spade 
model 330i, always stored 
inside. Electric over hydraulic 
controls. Can be mount on a 
loader tractor. John Deere to 
skid steer adapter plate 
included. $12,000.00. Pictures 
available.  
Call 705-309-4035.

FREE ADSFOR SALE

 Farm Equipment 

Call Dan Seifried, 
Harriston  

 519-338-2688

Hinniker 20 ft cultivator 
hydraulic wings, flat fold, 
wide sweeps, harrows on 
back $4,800.00 
John Deere 8300 seed drill, 
double disc, track 
eliminators, grass box, 21 
run, rear hitch $6,800.00 
MF 33 drill, 17 run, double 
disc, grain only, built on roller 
on back, used last season 
$1,850.00 
Turnco, Brillion packer 
wheels $30.00 each.

For sale - seasoned firewood 
plus hay bales with alfalfa for 
only $3.00 each and new fat 
cedar rails plus pasture for rent 
with shelters - stalls optional. 
Call 905-852-7634,  Uxbridge.

Wanted: tire to fit MF 850 
combine, size 30.5L - 32 
Call 519-338-2688, Harriston

KAWARTHA BATTERY
AUTO · MARINE · FARM · COMMERCIAL  

 GAS · DIESEL · GENERATORS

671 Erskine Ave #201, Peterborough, ON  1-800-954-9998
TRACTOR CHAINS ALL TYPES

YOUR AD HERE
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ANNOUNCEMENTSAUCTION SALE

COMING EVENTS

AUCTION SALE

 Farm View has great rates  
and great distribution!  

Call for info! 705-722-0138

 Norwood Country Jamboree 
July 17th- 20th. Information on Facebook, 

by calling 1-800-954-9998 or 705-741-6097 
or email 

info@norwoodcountryjamboree.com

Kevin Barker &  
Greg Snoddon  

Auctions 
3484 Hwy. 35,  

Lindsay, Ontario  
For more info visit: 

 www.kevinbarkerauctions.com 
Kevin: 705-878-2947  
Greg: 705-934-9611 
Office: 705-328-1478  
“Auctions with Action” 

Timed Online  
Consignment Auction 

Sale Managed & Sold By:

Featuring Hay and Forage Equipment,  
Tractors, Farm, Shop & Construction  

Materials, Equipment, Vehicles & Trailers,  
plus much more!

May Consignment Sale Runs  
May 19th to May 27th, 2025 

For more information visit the website!

Live Auction Sale  
Spring Equipment Consignment 

Saturday May 17th, 9:30am

 
Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264     Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083 

Email:  mcarthurbessey@gmail.com 
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing and photos 

554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON  Go west through Orangeville on 
Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 (Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 
miles to farm on East side. OR  From Shelburne go east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles 
to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Accepting: Tractors, Machinery,  
Equipment, Farm Rel/Shop

Note: Please contact auctioneer if you are wanting to consign any equipment/items 
**Watch the website as items will be added regularly**

COMING EVENTS

Live Auction Sale  
for Stan Wos 

Saturday May 24th, 9:30am

Owner: Stan Wos (416) 996-4632 
Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264     Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing and photos 
Email:  mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

14743  Caledon-King Townline S, Bolton, ON  From the town of Bolton come 
north on Hwy 50 for 5.1km to Castlederg Sdrd . Then come east 4.2km to the 
Caledon King Townline. Turn & go south for 1.2km to sale on left side of road. 
OR From the corner of Hwys 9 & 50, come south for 10 km to Castlederg Sdrd 
(at the Wishbone restaurant). Then come east 4.2km to the Caledon King Town 
line. Turn & go south for 1.2km to sale on left side of road.    

** PARKING ON SITE**
Tractors: Case IH Maxxum 5240 4WD tractor, cab, 3 remotes, complete motor 
rebuild 200hrs ago, front wts; Leyland 384 2WD tractor, 2 remotes, hydr grader 
under blade; Landini 14500 2WD tractor, 354 Perkins engine, 2 remotes, 
2300hrs, cab; MF 165 2WD tractor, 6300hrs, 1 remote;  Zetor 7340 4WD trac-
tor, Quicke 640 loader, 6ft bucket, cab, 2840hrs, 1 remote; Nuffield 460 tractor; 
Zetor 5245 loader tractor, front hydr pump, 6’ bucket; Zetor 6945 loader tractor; 
Ford 3000 tractor; Int 504 Hi-Clear tractor; White 1470 tractor; JD 2120 tractor, 
Frey loader; Universal 533 DT 4WD tractor, 345 loader, 6’ bucket, new clutch 
& ring gear; MF 285 tractor, MF 246 loader, cab; McKee Eero 470 tractor, cab. 
Tractors (not running): Int B275 loader tractor; Int 300 loader tractor; MF 40B 
ind tractor, bucket, rear weight; Universal U-445 tractor; Ford 3000; Leyland 
340 loader tractor.  
Bulldozer/Forklifts/Equip: JD Ind 310E backhoe loader, 4WD, 7’ bucket; log 
skidder with tree spade, GM V8 diesel, articulated AWD, Dutch Master 5001 
50” tree spade; Dutchman 360I tree spade, 36”, elec over hydr; Toyota 42-
5FD2.0 forklift, diesel; Clark EC500-45 elec forklift; 1150 Case bulldozer with 
bucket-for parts; Zetor ND9 diesel forklift; Case Expandahoe-no motor-for 
parts; JD 310A backhoe, 6’ bucket; Linde H45D-600-04 forklift, diesel, needs 
coupler to power unit; Zetor ND-92 forklift.  
Trucks/Trailers: Int S1700 tree truck, boom & dump, flatbed 16’x8’, 254Kmi, 
bush use only; blue steel trailer 8.5’x20’ deck, dual axle, beaver tail ramps-
homemade; steel trailer 2’sides 7’x20’ deck, beaver tail end gate; Mazda B300 
pickup-for parts; Ford Taurus-for parts; 2008 Ford Ranger pickup-parts; Int 
Fleetstar truck-parts only, with sprayer tank; Mazda 6 car-parts; Ford Taurus 
SE-parts; boat trailer.  
Farm Mach: 2680 Gehl round baler, string, silage special, 4x5’s; Int 4000 
swather; JD 513 5’bushog; 6’ bushog; Hardi 100gal sprayer, boom & pump; 
200gal sprayer-no pump;  Forage King undercarriage; Massey 33 seed drill; 
Dunhamleer dual land packer 11’; flat hay elevator; 1090 Gehl haybine; 
Bushog 1550 soil saver 11’; White 702W 2 row corn head; Int 45 Vibrashank 
9ft cultivator; White 7300 combine-parts only; Owatona 595 roll baler- parts 
only; NH manure spreader-parts only; (2)Int 435 balers-parts only; gravity box-
box only; NH 855 round baler; 18’ cultivator; Dutz Allis GP 2.50 round baler; 
Triple K 12’ cultivator; JF Farriken CMT245 multi-crimper-for parts; MF 228 
square baler; 32’x6” grain auger on wheels; wood feed wagon; Overund 5 fur-
row plow; Case 5 furrow plow; Glencoe 18’ cultivator-man wings; Case 12’ cul-
tivator, drag harrows; Hagedorn Hydra-Spread 225 manure spreader; 
McCormick Int seed drill, 16 row, grass seed & fert; JD 1360 discbine 10’ cut; 
Q960 Quicke loader; NI mower/conditioner; JD 3 furrow plow; Zetor 8441 
loader; McKee 620 (2)snowblowers 7’ & 6’; JD MX6 bushog-needs gear box; 
(3)6’ scraper blades; Danuser post hole auger; 6ft Quicktach material bucket; 
5’ material bucket; 6’ Reisch attachment; 6’ disc; 8’ scraper blade with roller; 6’ 
cultivator; MF 278 sq baler-for parts; Hayliner 273 sq baler-for parts; (2)wood 
hay wagons 8’x18’; 12ft land packer.  
Shop/Farm Rel: Qty 4”diam irrigation pipe-var lengths; (3)5’ Rubbermaid water 
troughs; rolls of used chain link fence; (2)steel gates; wire gate; (12+)plastic 
pipes, 8”-12”diam, 1/2-3/4”wall, 12ft+, asst lengths; Danuser 14” posthole 
auger; EX-45000 12” post hole auger; pallet forks; Woods L59 mower deck; 
Steiner 220 mower with deck-parts only; good qty scrap; floor jacks; water 
pumps; water hose 

Lunch Booth & Washroom Available        Preview: Friday May 23, 1-6pm 
Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner 
and/or Auctioneer will not be held responsible for accident or loss on day of 
sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal announcements on day of sale take 
precedence over written ads.

Celebration of Life  
to Honour 

William “Bill”  
Gilpin

The celebration of life 
will take place on Sat-
urday May 10th 2025 
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.  
A light lunch will be pro-
vided. 
 
Where: The Gilpin 
Farm 6894 9th line 
Thornton 
 
If we have inclement 
weather there is a rid-
ing arena we can set 
up in if mother nature is 
not on our side on this 
day. Bring lawn chairs 
and please everyone 
take time to remember 
a great family man, 
friend and local farmer. 

Quilting Corners 
Guild presents: 
Stitching Among 

Friends Quilt Show 
June 7 & 8, 2025 

10am to 4pm 
Alliston Curling Club 

52 Albert St., W., 
Alliston 

Quilts, tea room and 
vendors’ market 
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Follow Us
STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

519-833-9616

Stayner
Cookstown 705-458-0871

705-428-3132

Erin

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,

Corner of 124 & 24 ON, 

N0B1T0       519-833-9616

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,

Corner of 27 & line 13 ON, 

L0L1L0        705-458-0871

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner,  Corner of 26 & center line rd

ON, L0M 1S0        705-428-3132

net wrap / twine , silage spe-
cial ,540 rpm, Unit is located 
at Stewart’s Equipment in 
Erin. 
Stock number: U4814
Serial number: YFN187897

$29,800 

New Holland 460
pivot tongue mower con-
ditioner , 1000 rpm , 2 pth , 
excellent condition, Unit is 
Located at Stewart’s equip-
ment in Erin.
Stock Number : U27673

$34,800 

Kubota DMC8536R
camo unit, diesel, ROPS with 
canopy, front windshield, 
front bumper, 4 seater, spray 
in bed liner, 25x10:00-12nhs, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Erin.

$18,900 

Kubota RTV-X1140

4x6 bales, netwrap, wide 
pick-up, hydraulic pick 
-up,18l-16.5l rubber, crop 
cutter, rear kicker, bale count 
14100, Unit is located at 
Stewart’s equipment in Erin

New Holland 460 
working width  25’7” , 6 
rotors with 7 tine arms per 
rotor , minimum horsepower 
required 35hp, Unit is located 
at Stewart’s Equipment in 
Erin. Stock Number: U29101

$14,800 

Kuhn GF7802THA

hours ua: 447, 4wd, one 
remote, 540 rpm, 25x8.50x14 
fronts, 15x19.5 rears, foldable 
rops, kubota la534 loader 
with manual ss q/a Unit is 
located in Stayner.

$27,900

Kubota B3350SUHSD
hours showing: 2151.6, cab 
with heat, standard flow 
auxilliary hydraulics, iso & 
h pattern controls, air ride 
seat , 10x16.5 tires, hydraulic, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin. $32,900 

New Holland L216

$26,900

hours ua: 1139, diesel, 4wd, 
Cab, 2 sets of remotes, 540 
rpm, 11.2/10-24 fronts, 
16.9/14-30 rears, block 
heater, 8010 frey loader with 
bucket, Unit is located in Erin.

Case IH 1394

hrs showing: 701, diesel, 
4wd, cab/heat/air, three 
sets of remotes, third 
fnctn loader, 540 & 1000 
rpm, 380/85r24 fronts 
,460/85r34 rears, 24x24 
power shuttle, $89,900 

Case IH 105C
dual rotor rake , 7.1m 
working width , side 
delivery , hydraulic offset, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Erin. (Financing 
available @ 4.99%* O.A.C.)

$22,900 

Kubota RA2071TVARIO
single rotar draw bar rake , 
working width 13’.5” ,tandem 
axle, Unit is located at 
Stewart’s Equipment in Erin.
Stock Number: U29156

$8,800 

Kuhn GA4120TH

$33,900 

Used Equipment

In livestock production, you need reliable, versatile tractors and equipment because the chores to 
be done are so diversi昀ed. Whether it’s feeding the herd, doing 昀eld work or cleaning buildings, 
Kubota’s specialized equipment can help you get any job done - while saving you time and money.

New Holland 7230

$24,300 

2018 model year ,10& “ 
cutting width, 540rpm , 
8 disc, high stubble kit , 
rubber rolls , draw bar hitch, 
Unit is located at Stewarts 
Equipment in Erin.

Livestock Production



From all of us at Farm View
Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

email: farmview@on.aibn.com      web: www.farmviewonline.com

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin 
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka. 
 As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,  

Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties. 

Community 
 Events

Farm View 
is proud to  

support
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