
Since 1977

Inside this  
issue: 

 
The Story of 

Doug 
Drysdale; 
Christmas 

Tree Grower 
and Forester 

 
Getting Saucy 

with  
Shawn Bell 

 
Loree Llamas 

on the Run 
 

Coverage  
of the  

Ontario 
Agricultural 
Conference 

 
Grey Ag 
Services 
Winter 

Webinars 
Announced 

 
 
 

A newspaper with something for everyone | February 2024 | Volume 47 #02

Shawn Bell poses inShawn Bell poses in  
amongst a crop of hotamongst a crop of hot  
pepper plants grown in pepper plants grown in   
Wasaga Beach, ONWasaga Beach, ON

 Complimentary copy for 
the FARM household



Page 2  FARM VIEW  February 2024

This years theme is "Cultivating Connections & Cele-
brating Sustainability," reflecting our commitment to forging 
vital links within the agricultural community and nurturing 
a sustainable future. This exciting event is being held at Sci-
ence North, Sudbury ON. For more information visit 
www.nofia-agri.com/northern-ontario-ag-conference

     February 12th & 13th: Northern Ont. Ag Conference

The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Convention (OFVC) is an 
annual 2-day gathering of horticultural crop producers 
involved in the production of fruits and vegetables. The 
convention is being held at the Niagara Falls Convention 
Centre, Niagara Falls, ON. Visit www.ofvc.ca for complete 
details. 

     February 21st & 22nd: Ontario Fruit & Vegetable 
  Convention 2024

Farm View’s Ag Calendar is free to non-profit agricultural groups, up 
to a maximum of 40 words. All others are invoiced at $25 per month. 
Please note the format of the listings below and submit your item by 
mail or email, in a similar fashion. Submission deadline is the 14th of 
the month for the following month’s issue.

The advertising and news deadline for the March issue 
of Farm View is Wednesday, February 14th.  

    February 14th: News and Advertising Deadline

MTM Conservation Association will grant a non-exclusive 
land use agreement to successful tenderer for each property 
subject to terms and conditions. Five-year term commencing 
April 1, 2024. For further information and to submit tenders, 
please contact:  info@mtmconservation.org. 

  February 15th: Agricultural Land Rental Tender  
  Process Closes

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the 60th annual 
Southwestern Ontario Pork Conference on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2024, at the University of Guelph, Ridgetown 
Campus. Registration opened December 1, 2023. Conference 
information and registration can be viewed at 
http://www.ridgetown.com/swopc.  Registration includes all 
the day’s activities plus a delicious pork dinner! 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities call 
1 866 222 9682 or email lelgie@uoguelph.ca 

  February 21st: Southwestern Ontario Pork 
  Conference

  The Simcoe County District Christian Farmers Federation 
of Ontario is holding its Annual General Meeting on Thurs-
day, February 8th at the Pinewood Chapel, 9058 5th Line, 
Angus.  The meeting starts at 10:00 AM. The featured guest 
speaker is Ian Cubitt on the topic of “Farm Succession Plan-
ning.” Refreshments and lunch are included for members. 
For more info, contact President Ted Van Den Hurk (705) 
428-5537. 

     February 8th: CFFO, Simcoe County District AGM 

The National Poultry Show has grown to be one of North 
America’s premier poultry trade shows, bringing together 
the best in the poultry industry with the latest in poultry 
technology, innovations, and education. It is being held at 
The Agriplex at Western Fair District, 845 Florence St. Lon-
don ON. Visit www.nationalpoultryshow.com for more in-
formation.

    February 7th & 8th: The National Poultry Show

Contact us today to discuss your grain marketing needs!

Visit our website daily for cash bids, weather updates and more. 
www.charwenfarms.ca

 
    7284 9th Line Thornton, ON 
                705-424-1905 
      office@charwenfarms.ca

EST. 1966

BRIAN  
SAUNDERSON

MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Connect With Me: 
 Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org  
 www.briansaundersonmpp.ca

Alliston Office  
(705) 435-4087 

Stayner Office 
(705) 428-2134

Together, let’s 
make every day, 
a better day, in 
Simcoe-Grey!

My team and I 
can help you with:
CONGRATULATORY CERTIFICATES

ONTARIO DOCUMENTS: 
Birth or Marriage certificate,  
Health card, Driver’s licence

ASSISTANCE WITH  
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS: 
ODSP, OW, WSIB, OSAP  
and more

JOIN US!
SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT

Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario

Keeping Faith in Farming

christianfarmers.org

Drainage & Excavation Solutions

Call or text for a free quote today 705-818-3467 
dave@dmdfarmdrainage.ca | Elmvale, Ontario

D.M.D. Farm Drainage Inc.

DEREK’S 
DIESEL SERVICE INC.

Gas & Diesel, Fuel Injectors 
Turbo Chargers and Diesel Fuel Pumps

Tel: (705) 733-3787 • 1-800-862-3405 
Fax: (705) 733-3789 

Joe Roach, Manager   66 Morrow Road, Barrie

Authorized Dealer For:

You might be Canadian... 
 
If you've worn shorts and a parka at the same time. 
If you have switched from 'heat' to 'A/C' in the same 
day and back again. 
If you can drive 90 km/hr through 2 feet of snow 
during a raging blizzard without flinching. 
If you design your kid's Halloween costume 
to fit over a snowsuit. 
If driving is better in the winter because the potholes 
are filled with snow. 
If you know all 4 seasons: Almost winter, winter, still 
winter, and road construction.
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 FARM VIEW  
can help you achieve increased 

sales and product/brand 
awareness with a regular 

advertising program that is 
delivered monthly to your target 

audience, farmers.  

  Call Roslyn at     705-722-0138    or email   farmview@on.aibn.com

 
DEADLINE for the March Farm View is February 14th.
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Pollinators and beneficial insects are important to the well 
known Howe Family Farms that is located near London, 
Ontario. One member of the Howe Family, Kevin, was a 
key speaker in the Ontario Agriculture Conference’s session 
#12, “If you Build it, Will they Come?” 

The Howe Family has been farming for 5 generations.  
The farm currently grows 80 acres of watermelons and 210 
acres of pumpkins and 25 acres of strawberries as key crops.  
The land used for crops is in the “Tobacco Belt” meaning 
it’s a sandy silt-loam soil structure.    

Howe explained that the decision was made eight years 
ago to look into different ways of pest control. “We worked 
with Dr. Susan Chan during her PhD studies with the Uni-
versity of Guelph with her focus on squash bees,” he ex-
plained adding that “we (Howe Family) were interested be-
cause for our watermelon crop, we relied very heavily on 
the honeybees. We typically use around 2 beehives per acre 
so it can cost us well over $400 an acre just for pollination 
services.” 

Howe Family Farm’s markets include major retailers, in-
cluding Loblaws and Costco, that expect guarantees of spe-
cific high quality. For watermelons, there cannot be signifi-
cant “hollow spaces” within the fruit once it is broken open.   
A leading reason, according to Howe, of this hollow issue 
occurring with watermelons is inadequate pollination. 

“We have to guarantee that fruit is properly filled and 
fully formed. The best way to do this is proper pollination,” 
he said.  

 Dr. Susan Chan’s squash bee studies showed that the 
squash bees prefer to pollinate watermelons, squash and 
pumpkins. Howe added, “Honeybees don’t like pollinating 
watermelon flowers and will bypass them for other options.” 

The helpful squash bees were encouraged to set up home 
at Howe Family Farm’s watermelon fields with the planting 
of floral strips within the watermelon fields. The flowers 
planted were chosen to be flowering the same time as the 
watermelon plants.   

Another pollinator encouraged to live at this farm is the 
“leaf cutting bee.” This type of bee is “local and doesn’t 
roam as far from the nest as the honeybee,” Howe explained. 

At the Howe Family Farm, there are two farm markets 
and in front of the markets it was decided to plant large gar-
dens of “flowers for pollinators.” These flowers also worked 
to pull in a lot of new customers as they were eye catching.   

The strawberry crop at Howe Family Farms include acres 
“that grow under tunnels in a tabletop system,” Howe ex-
plained adding that “we have to guarantee quality, the straw-
berry has a short life as it is.” 

Insecticide sprays are not good options for pest control 
for many reasons including the fact that the sprays can dam-
age the beneficial insects. One of the enemies of strawberry 
production is a pest called “Tarnished Plant Bug” which is a 
small beetle that pierces through the strawberry flower into 
the berry. This damage mismarks the berry and/or leaves the 
end woody plus it can reduce the size of the berry. To combat 
the Tarnished Plant Bug, the Howe Family Farm are working 
on a trial involving no sprays. They have planted “grass un-
derneath all the tabletops (of strawberries) to keep the hu-
midity more controlled, weed pressure down, and to attract 
the Tarnished Plant Bug. The hope is that the Bug will choose 
to live in the grass provided so it will naturally be removed 
as a pest from the strawberries. 

Dr. Jason Gibbs is an Associate Professor for the Univer-
sity of Manitoba. He has extensive experience in apple pro-
duction. He was a second speaker at this session. 

Dr. Gibbs said studies have proven that perennial floral 
strips have seen increased crop yield and production. “Insects 
benefit agriculture,” he said.   

“Floral strips adjacent to Manitoba crop fields attracted 
beneficial insects shortly after its establishment,” Dr. Gibbs 
said adding, “floral strips increase ground nest density of in-
sects.” 

“Plant more floral strips and the beneficial insects will 
come,” he advised. 

Agriculture - Tractors - Compact Utility Tractors
New Year Tractor Specials!!!

Agriculture - Tractors - John Deere Utility Tractors
JD 4520 (E90436) 2005, 4WD, 53ENG HP, 1577HR, OOS....................................$34,690.00 
BO CT5550 (E91077) 2022, BOBCAT, 4WD, 50ENG HP, 7 HRS, FL9-5 NSL LDR,, 72" 
QUICK-TACH BKT, HYDRO, CAB......................................................................... $65,270.00 
JD 1025R/FILB (E91139) 2015, 4WD, 25ENG HP, 145HR, OOS.............................  $29,900.00 
JD 4066R/LDR (E91203) 2017, 4WD, 66ENG HP, 480HRS, HYDRO, CAB............  $69,900.00 
JD 3039R/LDR (E91208) 2021, 4WD, 39ENG HP, 550HR, CAB..............................  $50,000.00 

JD 5085E/LDR (E90630) 2016, MFWD, 85ENG HP, 2425HR, H260 NSL LDR, 85"BKT,, DLX 
CAB................................................................................................................................$69,900.00 
JD 5075M/LDR (E90813) 2016, MFWD, 75ENG HP, 1278HR, Q36 QUIKIE LDR, OOS  $70,530.00 
JD 2130 (E90902) 1975, 2WD, 73ENG HP, 1083HR, 32KPH, LAUREN CAB............ $15,790.00 
JD 5085E (E91008) 2015, MFWD, 85ENG HP, 1295HR, CAB.....................................$65,790.00 
JD 5425 (E91238) 2008, MFWD, 81ENG HP, 3220HR, CAB...................................... $52,640.00 
JD 2350/LDR (E91255) 1985, 2WD, 61ENG HP, 12624HR, OOS................................$16,850.00

Ask About Our Finance Solutions

JD 4066R/LDR (E91202) 2022, 
4WD, 66ENG HP, 225HRS, 

HYDRO, CAB,   
$84,220.00

JD 2038R/LDR (E90409) 2019, 
4WD, 38ENG HP, 175HR, OOS, 

$46,320.00

JD 5083E/LDR (E88854) 2013, 
MFWD, CONSIGN, 83ENG HP, 

285HR, CAB,  
$69,480.00 

JD 5090R/LDR (E90221) 2018, 
4WD, 90ENG HP, 1818HR, PWR 

REV TRAN, CAB,  
$85,270.00

Ontario Agricultural Conference
If you build it, will they come? By Cathy Hamill-Hill 
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      FARM VIEW is published monthly by: 

Roslyn Watkins 
The 5 N’s Publishing House 

8 Luella Blvd, Minesing ON L9X 0W7 
Phone (705) 722-0138 

 e-mail farmview@on.aibn.com 
 

Visit us on the web: www.farmviewonline.com 

 
A forum for the Agricultural and Rural Community 

The farm newspaper that covers Simcoe and Dufferin County, 
York, Peel and Muskoka Regions, keeping farmers and rural 

home owners informed about local and national news that affects 
their farm business, family and rural lifestyle. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $49.00 + 13% HST 

OFA Members $45.00 + 13% HST 
 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement or for 
omitting to publish an advertisement is strictly limited to publication of the 
advertisement in any subsequent issues or the refund of any monies paid 

for the advertisements.

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and 
your cities will spring up again as if by magic, 

but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in 
the streets.” 

W.J. Bryan      

Farm View attempts to present a forum for varying 
points of view from the agricultural community. Editorial 
opinions are freely expressed by individual authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the executives 
or directors of the federations unless specifically noted.

OFA Members Service Representative:  
Leah Emms 1-866-660-5511 email: leah.emms@ofa.on.ca 

Lisa Hern 1-877-343-5444 email: lisa.hern@ofa.on.ca  
OFA Zone Director for Peel, Simcoe and York:  

Paul Maurice: 705-427-3126 email: paul.maurice@ofa.on.ca 

OFA Zone Director for Dufferin County: 
Mark Reusser:  email: mark.reusser@ofa.on.ca 

 
2023-2024 Executive – Simcoe County 

President: Dave Ritchie 705-534-4017 
Vice President: Colin Elliot 705-791-1006 
PAC Member:  Dave Ritchie 
SCFA Phone:         705-726-9300 ext 1224 

simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 
 

2023-2024 Executive – York Region 
President: Darryl Hamilton 416-788-1415  
Contact YRFA: york@ofa.on.ca  

 
2023-2024 Executive – Dufferin County 

President: Bill McCutcheon 519-766-7905 
1st Vice Gail Little 519-925-2983 
2nd Vice/Treas. George Van Kampen 519-940-2202  

 
2023-2024 Executive – Peel County 

Vice President Gary Mountain 647-225-3410 
PAC Member Philip Armstrong 416-346-5066 
Contact: peelfederationofagriculture@gmail.com

 
In memory of  
Jill Beischer 

47th 
Anniversary

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Farm View invites letters to the editor. They should be fewer 
than 300  words and deal with a single topic affecting farm-
ers. All letters must be signed, including your full name, ad-
dress and daytime phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing for brevity. Please no phone calls. 

ALLIANCE AGRI-TURF in Ivy, Bolton, Fenelon, 
Baxter and Lindsay  
BARRIE KOA (Seasonally) 
BRADFORD GREENHOUSE Barrie 
CHARWEN FARMS  
COLLINGWOOD FUELS 
COLLWEST GRAIN LTD 
COUNTRY CONCESSION QUILT STORE 
COUNTRY DEPOT 
DALSTON STORE 
DEREK’S DIESEL SERVICE INC. 
DOUBLE JB FEEDS 
EDWARDS FARM STORE 
FOODLAND in Cookstown and Elmvale 
FOUR CEDARS CAFE & CONVENIENCE 
GIFFEN’S COUNTRY MARKET 
HAMILTON BROS.   
HOLMES AGRO in Stayner and Orangeville 
HURON TRACTOR, Stayner 
KEVIN BARKER AUCTIONS in Lindsay 
McLAREN EQUIPMENT Phelpston 
NEIGHBOURS COUNTRY DEPOT 
NICHOLYN FARMS 
ONTARIO STOCK YARDS  
PEAVEY MART  in Alliston and Collingwood 
PREMIER EQUIPMENT, Alliston 
RICHARDS EQUIPMENT INC. 
RITCHIE’S FEEDS AND NEEDS 
SOBEY’S in Angus, Bradford and Alcona 
STEER ENTERPRISES 
STEWART’S EQUIPMENT in Cookstown and 
Stayner 
THE UPS STORE in the Barrie Cedar Pointe plaza 
 

The Farm View is delivered to these business        
between the 25th and 29th of each month and 
copies are available while supplies last. If you 
would like the Farm View mailed directly to your 
home, one year subscriptions can be purchased for 
$49.00. Contact Roslyn at 705-722-0138, by mail 
8 Luella Blvd Minesing, ON L9X 0W7 or email 
farmview@on.aibn.com. 

The Farm View is available at the 
following fine establishments

As a farmer deeply rooted in the fer-
tile soils of Southwestern Ontario, I 
have witnessed firsthand the challenges 
that miscommunication poses to our in-
dustry. The intricate dance between the 
land, the weather, and our efforts re-
quires a delicate balance, and when the 
lines of communication falter, the con-
sequences are felt far beyond the fields. 
It's time for us, as Christian farmers, to 
stand up for Ontario agriculture and 
earnestly communicate the tireless work 
we put into nurturing the land that sus-
tains us all. 

Miscommunication in agriculture 
can take many forms, from misconcep-
tions about farming practices to the mis-
interpretation of the challenges we face. 
The disconnect between urban con-
sumers and rural producers has widened 
over the years, leading to a growing di-
vide in understanding. It's essential that 
we bridge this gap, offering trans-
parency and insight into the daily strug-
gles and triumphs of farming life. 

One of the pressing issues we face 
is the lack of awareness surrounding 
modern farming practices. As technol-
ogy evolves and agriculture becomes 
more advanced, it is crucial to commu-
nicate the reasons behind these changes. 
As farmers, we must educate the public, 
dispelling myths and fostering a greater 

appreciation for the innovations that en-
able us to produce more efficiently and 
sustainably. 

Furthermore, miscommunication of-
ten results in a skewed perception of 
the challenges we confront. The unpre-
dictable nature of weather, volatile mar-
ket prices, and the constant threat of 
pests and diseases create a volatile en-
vironment for farmers. When these dif-
ficulties are not communicated effec-
tively, the public may fail to grasp the 
resilience and determination required 
to overcome them. By sharing our sto-
ries of perseverance, we can instill a 
greater understanding of the dedication 
and hard work that characterize Ontario 
agriculture. 

Advocating for Ontario agriculture 
also entails acknowledging the positive 
impact farmers have on the environ-
ment. Sustainable farming practices, 
conservation efforts, and the responsi-
ble use of resources are integral com-
ponents of our commitment to steward-
ship. It is our responsibility to 
communicate these efforts, showcasing 
the ways in which we prioritize the 
health of the land for future generations. 
By doing so, we can cultivate a sense 
of shared responsibility for the envi-
ronment and foster a deeper connection 
between consumers and the agricultural 

community. 
In an era dominated by social media 

and instant information, we have a pow-
erful tool at our disposal to communi-
cate our message. As Christian farmers, 
we need to leverage these platforms to 
share our experiences, provide insights 
into our daily lives, and showcase the 
passion that drives us to feed our com-
munities. By humanizing the face of 
agriculture, we can break down stereo-
types and build meaningful connections 
with consumers who are increasingly 
disconnected from the source of their 
food. 

In conclusion, the challenge of mis-
communication in Ontario agriculture 
is a hurdle we must overcome collec-
tively. By standing up for our industry 
and actively engaging in transparent 
communication, we can foster a greater 
understanding of the complexities and 
realities of farming. It is time to bridge 
the gap, dispel misconceptions, and 
showcase the unwavering commitment 
of Ontario farmers to providing suste-
nance for all. Only through open dia-
logue and shared appreciation can we 
ensure the resilience and prosperity of 
our agricultural communities for gen-
erations to come.

Advocating for Clear Communication in Ontario Agriculture
By Mackenna Roth, Marketing and Communications Coordinator for the Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario 
 

O P I N I O N

Doug Drysdale, pic-
tured at right, shares 
his life story with 
Glen Ritchie from 
his home in Midland, 
ON. 
Read about Doug’s 
career from being a 
Simcoe County For-
rester to a Christ-
mas Tree Grower 
and passing a suc-
cesful business 
along to his family 
on pages 12 & 13. 

On the Cover
Shawn Bell, creator of Doc 
Bells Hot Sauce Co., is   
pictured in his greenhouse. 
Read his story on page 
11.—Photo by Amanda 
Sochan of Amanda 
Sochan Photography 
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Editor’s note: Last month’s 
cover photo of Feeding the 
Human Spirit award win-
ner, John Drummond, was 
taken by Don Beaulieu.
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ASK ABOUT IN STOCK 
STIHL PRODUCTS!

JD 4640  1982 ... $39,995
2WD, CAB, 1000 PTO, DUALS, 2 REMOTES,
2240 HRS

STK#143438

JD 6110M  2018 ... $135,995
24/24, MFWD, LOADER, 2 REMOTES, 
LOADER READY PACKAGE, 1886 HRS

STK#142998STK#142998

JD 6145R  2017 ... $167,995
20/20 AQ, PREM CAB, PREM RADIO, 3 
REMOTES, 114L HYD PUMP, 3873 HRS

STK#142165STK#142165

JD 6130R  2016 ... $139,995
IVT (40K), AUTOTRAC READY, PREM CAB, 
PREM RADIO, 3 REMOTES, 2460 HRS

STK#142437

JD 8R 310  2021 ... $575,995
 IVT (50K), ILS WITH BRAKES, COMMAND 
PRO , 777 HRS

STK#141456STK#141456

JD 6145R  2016 ... $169,995
20/20 AQ, PREM CAB, PREM RADIO, 3 
REMOTES, 114L HYD PUMP, 3286 HRS

STK#142164STK#142164

JD 2955  1989 ... $33,995
CAB, MFWD, 2 REMOTES, 8554 HRS

STK#143046

JD 1025R  2022 ... $26,595
COMPACT, ROPS, MFWD, 120R LDR, 
HYDRO, R3 RADIAL, 15 HRS

STK#142674STK#142674

JD 5075E  2022 ... $88,995
OPEN STATION, 12/12, 520M LOADER, 
PALLET FORKS, BALE SPEAR, 17 HRS

STK#142168STK#142168

Offer Ends Febuary 29, 2024

HONDA POWER EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABLE NOW!

VISIT US TO 
FIND OUT MORE!

2024
AG EQUIPMENT

WINTER BOOKING 
PROGRAM

BOOK BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 15, 2024

AND INSPECTED BY
MARCH 31, 2024

PARTS AND LABOUR
ON REPAIRS

10% OFF

Visit us online or in-store to fi nd out more about 
great seasonal offers at Premier Equipment!

premierequipment.ca

Alliston
4896 Dean Drive
(705) 435-7551
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In partnership with OFA’s Revive Fund and the  
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture

FIRST AID COURSE

Dates: 
February 27 - 28, 2024 

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
OR 

March 23 - 24, 2024 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Location: 
Action First Aid 

92 Commerce Park Drive 
Unit #5 in Barrie

Cost: $50 per person

 
Contact Nicole to register or  

for more information 
simcty.fed.agriculture@outlook.com 

705-726-9300 x 1224

Standard First Aid & CPR Course

First aid saves lives.

As I draft this article to-
day, not only is it the coldest 
day we have experienced this 
winter, but it is also “Blue 
Monday.” Did you know that 
the term “Blue Monday” was 
a marketing effort in the UK 
to get people to travel? It is 
typically the third Monday in 
January. Winter can be de-
pressing for many people.  
The let down from the holi-
day season, realizing that 
you spent too much on gifts, 
overindulged on food and 
drinks, dull and gloomy days 
with no sunshine, and farm 
related issues that maybe 

didn’t go as planned in 2023. If you are feeling down, sad, 
or unusually grumpy there are trained professionals ready 
and willing to listen and provide support for your mental 
wellness journey. Agriculture Wellness Ontario offers mental 
health education as well as counselling services. Phone lines 
are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 1-866-867-
6255. Their website has information on services and educa-
tional sessions available at no cost to the farmers and their 
household members www.agriculturewellnessontario.ca 

Let’s end the stigma and get the support people need.  
Here’s seven ways to reduce the stigma according to the 
Centre for Addiction & Mental Health (CAMH). 

1. Know the facts. Educate yourself about mental illness 
including substance use disorders. 

2. Be aware of your attitudes and behaviour. Examine 
your own judgmental thinking, reinforced by upbringing and 
society. 

3. Choose your words carefully. The way we speak can 
affect the attitudes of others. 

4. Educate others. Pass on facts and positive attitudes; 
challenge myths and stereotypes. 

5. Focus on the positive. Mental illness, including addic-
tions, are only part of anyone's larger picture. 

6. Support people. Treat everyone with dignity and respect; 
offer support and encouragement. 

7. Include everyone. It's against the law to deny jobs or 
services to anyone with these health issues. 

 The good news is that daylight time is increasing in a no-
ticeable way now that we are into the end of January, early 
February. January 31st will have 9 hours & 51 minutes of 
daylight. The same amount of daylight we enjoyed on No-
vember 11th. Daylight saving time begins on March 10th.   

Municipal transportation and Stormwater management 
plans continue to be developed without consideration or con-
sultation with the agricultural community. We need your as-
sistance flagging municipal issues that directly impact farm-
ing operations before decisions and by-laws are passed by 
councils. Your local Federations of Agriculture work hard 
to stay on top of emerging issues and submitting comments 
on behalf of the local agricultural sector. If you have knowl-
edge of proposals that require input, please let your county 
federation directors, OFA Zone Director Paul Maurice or 
me know. 

Coming soon are a couple of workshops/events that may 
be of interest to you.  

• OFA Financial Literacy & Farm Succession Planning 
Roadshow presented by Farm Life.  An OFA member ben-
efit partner. Feb 20th 9am-noon. Royal Stouffville Golf 
Course. Hwy 48 Whitchurch-Stouffville. Registration can 
be completed via Eventbrite on the OFA website.  
https://ofa.on.ca/ofa-financial-literacy-and-farm-succession-
planning-road-show-2024/ 

• East Central Farm Show: March 6 & 7, Lindsay Fair-
grounds 

• Agknowledge Forum hosted by Nottawasaga Futures: 
March 22, Alliston – Gibson Centre.  

As we are approaching February 14th soon, I thought it 
would be fun to provide readers with a few quotes about 
hugs.   

“Hugs are the universal medicine.” – unknown 
“I have learned that there is more power in a good strong 

hug than in a thousand meaningful words.” – Ann Hood 
“The best gift you can give is a hug: one size fits all and 

no one ever minds if you return it.” – Marge Piercy 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

By Leah Emms 
OFA Member Services Rep. 
1-866-660-5511 
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca 

TRUSTED. PROVEN. McLAREN

3464 Horseshoe Valley Road West, Phelpston    705 734 2424  info@mclarenequipmet.com

Total Livestock Marketing 
To consign, or for detailed market information, contact: 

Ab Carroll 705-344-6654 
Brian Pascoe 705-878-6918 

OSI Office 705-458-4000 
 

  Box 1051 Cookstown, ON L0L1L0 
  www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

Ontario Stockyards Inc.
Cookstown, Ontario

Seven ways to reduce Mental Health stigma

Experts in our field, 
protecting yours

519.925.3145
scott@crewsoninsurance.com

FARM   COMMERCIAL   RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Scott Horner
Agricultural Account Manager
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We’re here for all your agriculture banking needs
Great conversations, insights and advice from our team

We’re in your neighbourhood, and a proud supporter of the community.

Andrew Staniforth
VP of Agriculture
613-256-9582
andrew.staniforth@rbc.com

Beverly Agar
Senior Relationship Manager
705-734-4445
beverly.agar@rbc.com

David Kolb
Relationship Manager
705-734-4430
david.kolb@rbc.com

Contact us today

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. VPS112133 33420 (11/2023)

Ontario Agricultural Conference certainly had an original 
session with Session #15, “Swing Beam Barns of Ontario.” 
Presented by Hugh Fraser, a semi retired agricultural engineer 
from the Niagara area with a love for old barns. 

Fraser grew up on a dairy farm and said he knows he’s 
been in over 1,000 barns and counting in his lifetime. His 
passion is “swing beam barns.” 

Swing beam barns are barns built in North America be-
tween 1810-1860. Fraser has personally studied 150 of these 
types of barns and has authored a book titled “Swing Beam 
Barns of Niagara.”  The Swing Beam barn was usually built 
by Mennonites or United Empire Loyalists that came to 
Canada from New Jersey, New York or Pennsylvania, USA.   
Some of these barns were also built by English immigrants 
in the 1830’s.   

Swing beam barns were built only in North America be-
cause the main component of the barn, the “swing beam” 
had to be made out of a huge tree. Trees were just not big 
enough in Europe. There were huge trees in the early 1800’s 
in Canada. Swing beams were usually, according to Fraser, 
between 27 to 46 feet in length. 

The swing beam has absolutely no “swing” to it. It was 
anchored down only at each end and the beam went the 
width of the whole and was usually about 7 feet off the floor.   
The name “swing beam” Fraser defines, based on his own 
barn observations, is because of the activity that could go 
on below that beam. The swing beam was high enough that 
it allowed for a wagon to be pulled in by a team of horses 
and the horses could “swing” out after being unhitched under 
that beam to leave the barn. Often, farmers would flail, mean-
ing hit sheaves of wheat to separate the grain seed from the 
stalk with a piece of leather tied to a stick and the motion 
was “swinging” the flail. Thirdly, Fraser found out that horses 
would be used to either stomp with their feet or pull a rolling 
mechanism in a “swinging” motion under the beam as an-
other way to separate the grain seed from the stalk in sheaves 

of wheat.   
The purpose of the swing beam barn was to house the 

“gold.” The “gold” in early 1800’s was wheat. “Wheat was 
sold for cash when nearly everything else was bartered.  
Wheat was a cash crop,” Fraser explained adding that “the 
swing beam barns had granaries to store the grain and many 
were locked. Farmers did not lock their houses but they 
locked the granary as that held the “gold.” Wheat was also a 
critical crop because after the creation of wheat flour, having 
wheat meant the household would not go hungry. 

There is no way now to build a swing beam barn, “Huge 
trees to construct swing beam barns are all gone,” Fraser 
said explaining that life in early 1800’s was completely dif-
ferent than today. “Skies were black with smoke with the 
cutting and burning trees all over Upper Canada. Trees were 
the enemy, the pioneers wanted them gone. Also, there was 
obligation to be kept to clear the trees to get land,” he said.   

“Climbing a tall tree in the early 1800’s in the Niagara 
area, meant seeing many swing beam barns being constructed 
all at once,” he said. In 1810-1840, the population in Upper 
Canada tripled, going from 150,000 people in 1810 to 
450,000 in 1840, according to the Census.    

Swing beams were usually made out of three types of 
wood. The most common was softwood, mostly white pine.   
Hardwood were used also and mostly ash, oak, walnut and 
black cherry. The wood used was either on the farm or next 
door as there would be so much involved for having to trans-
port such massive trees back in that time. 

“Purchasing the farm next door was often done for the 
trees it had because trees were so important to the farmer 
then for building and for burning for heat,” Fraser explained. 

The history that is found in the old swing beam barns is 
incredible, Fraser reported. He says that finding mathematic 
equations on the granary both in dollars and shillings has 
been found because in the 1950’s, they were both used in 
Upper Canada. He has also found many “symbols” in the 

old barns including a “diamond crown” shape which he be-
lieve is partially religious and partially for fire protection.   
Having “good luck” symbols like rosettes in the barn is com-
mon because the absolute fear of the farmer in those days 
was “a barn fire because there was no insurance” and that 
barn contained “gold.” 

Swing beam barns are still out there, Fraser says he is 
now working on a second book. He says this kind of barn 
has often got a “new” roof put on it, from the original gable 
roof to the gambrel roof which gave the farm more loft space 
for hay and straw and space for a track to move hay and 
straw. Further, these old barns are often surrounded by bigger 
outbuildings so are hard to see. 

There is a big project that Fraser, as President of the On-
tario Barn Preservation (OBP) is working on. This OBP 
project is “creating an online tool for barn owners to record 
their barns forever in the virtual world. We want to create a 
legacy for your old barn.” 

 
 
 

Ontario Agricultural Conference
Swing beam barns of Ontario By Cathy Hamill-Hill 

Ontario Barn Preservation can be found at www.on-
tariobarnpreservation.com 

The Ontario Barn Preservation is dedicated to pre-
serving  heritage barns. They are a not-for-profit or-
ganization. Heritage barns are not only beautiful pieces 
of architecture and craftsmanship, they contribute to 
the rural landscape and as they disappear Ontario’s 
landscape is permanently changed. Ontario Barn 
Preservation provides resources, advice, connections, 
events, and services to preserve our barns. 

The Ontario Barn Preservation are always in need 
of support for the organization. Whether you have time 
to volunteer, or money to donate. Please consider get-
ting involved! 
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Call us to discuss your grain marketing plans  
for your crop.

2924 Sixth Line, Collingwood    
705-445-7276 Call toll free 1-800-613-4713  

visit us on the web: www.collwestgrain.com    twitter/@Collwest

Fairfield Farms Highland Custom Farming 
(satellite elevator) (satellite elevator) 
197294 Grey Road #7 300141 Road 180 
Meaford, Ont  N4L 1W7 Proton Station 
office: 519-538-4895 N0C 1L0 
cell:   519-379-5458 Office: 519-580-5131 

Over 40 years of hands on experience in TILE DRAINAGE AND EROSION 
CONTROL.  Along with up to date drainage and excavation equipment  

installed with GPS mapping and laser technology.   
 REMOVAL OF FENCE ROWS, ROCKS AND TREES, DEMOLITION OF 

BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPING STATIONS 
Get a head start on planting and increase your yields!  

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY 
GREG GRAHAM (OWNER) 705-623-0211 

DAVE GRAHAM 705-623-0300 
OFFICE 705-322-9292 

email dlgfarmdrain@hotmail.com 
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

NEW BUILDING SITE PREPARATION, FLOAT MOVES,  
GRAIN HAULING 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ROB GRAHAM   705-331-5371 

Elmvale, Ontario 

Smiling, often considered a universal language, holds significance in spirituality. After 
reading the poem titled “A Smile” I thought I would touch base on the important correlation 
between a smile and spiritual wellbeing this month. Although February is often known as 
the month to celebrate love, it is important to celebrate connection, many of which begin 
with a smile. This poem was written by anonymous, published by J.G. Ferguson in 1960 
book The Joy of Words.  

A Smile  
A smile costs nothing, but gives much- 
It takes but a moment, but the memory of it usually lasts forever. 
None are so rich that can get along without it- 
And none are so poor but that can be made rich by it. 
It enriches those who receive, 
without making poor those who give- 
It creates sunshine in the home, 
Fosters good will in business, 
And is the best antidote for trouble- 
And yet it cannot be begged, borrowed, or stolen, 
for it is of no value 
Unless it is given away. 
Some people are too busy to give you a smile- 
Give them one of yours- 
For the good Lord knows that no one needs a smile so badly 
As he or she who has no more smiles left to give. 
 
This poem was published in 1960 and has stood the test of time as a smile is a non-

verbal communication that conveys warmth, kindness, and joy. It is a universal language 
that exceeds spoken words, allowing individuals to connect. The act of smiling is not 
confined to any specific religious or spiritual practice; rather, it serves as a common 
thread that binds diverse communities together. Regardless of cultural differences, the 
simple act of sharing a smile fosters a sense of unity and interconnectedness among indi-
viduals. 

Spirituality, often associated with the pursuit of inner peace and fulfillment, finds a 
natural ally in the act of smiling. Many spiritual traditions emphasize the importance of 
cultivating joy and gratitude to connect with a higher power or divine source.  A genuine 
smile extends beyond the physical expression of happiness; it reflects an inner state of 
contentment and spiritual well-being. Spiritual leaders and philosophers across different 
traditions have highlighted the transformative power of a sincere smile. The act of smiling 
triggers the release of endorphins, commonly known as "feel-good" hormones, contributing 
to an overall sense of happiness and relaxation. In the context of spirituality, this physio-
logical response aligns with the concept of achieving inner harmony and spiritual en-
lightenment. 

The link between a smile and spirituality is powerful and timeless. Let the universal 
language of smiles serve as a conduit for fostering inner joy, connecting with individuals, 
and tapping into the spiritual dimensions of human existence. As the Dalai Lama aptly 
stated, "A simple smile. That’s the start of opening your heart and being compassionate 
to others." 

Keep smiling!  

Soul Sisters Celebrations
The Spiritual Connection of a Smile

In Gratitude, The Soul Sisters 
Reverend Erin Wilson and Reverend Kelly Blakely   

Soulsisterscelebrations@gmail.com 
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APPLY ONLINE OR BY PHONE 
CALL 416-573-7669/705-259-3974 

Toll Free 1-888-307-7799

 TRACY GREEN MORTGAGE BROKER/ OWNER LEVEL 2 
ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL FSRA LICENCE #12456

www.ontario-widefinancial.com

 CALL YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE SPECIALIST NOW!!!!! 
1-888-307-7799

IN TOWN OR OUT OF TOWN  
RESIDENTIAL AND RURAL PROPERTIES, ACREAGE  

FAST TURN AROUND 
ETHICAL AND FRIENDLY SERVICE!! 

WE CAN HELP WITH ANY SITUATION!! 
We are not a bank but a bank alternative that has much more  

flexible guidelines for approving homeowner loans.

$$$$ 
Get The 

Cash You 
Need Now!! 

$$$$

 
Pay off CERB,  

consolidate debt, Self  
employed, good or bad 

credit, Mortgage tax or credit 
arrears, renovations short or 

long term; We have flexible rates 
and terms we can fine tune to 

your individual situation. 
Even if you are in a  
consumer proposal!

 $$$  
MONEY TO 

LEND  
HOMEOWNERS  

$$$

Workshops • Drive Sheds • Cold Storage • Additions 
Farm and Industrial Buildings • Custom Homes 

DESIGN BUILD SERVICE
Stayner 

705-428-5952 
Quality Builders 

Since 1982

WORKSHOPS

Never heard of the York Region of Ches-
ley? How about its later name, Cherry? Not 
many have. In a lifetime the community went 
from flagstop to footnote.   

The location of railways and their stations 
shaped the destinies of communities all over 
Ontario, even giving birth to new settlements. 
Such was the case with the hamlet of Cherry.  

In 1872, the Northern Railway (later the 
Grand Trunk) built a small flag station and 
siding amidst the rolling 
farmlands two kilometers 
east of Bathurst Street and 
three kilometers west of 
Yonge Street. This repre-
sented a boon for area 
farmers, allowing grain 
and other produce to be 
shipped to Toronto. These 
buildings were joined in 1896 by a section 
tool house, which was a shed where work 
crews stored equipment used to repair and 
maintain the line.  

A little hamlet took root around the station, 
known as Chesley in honour of William Ches-
ley, the English engineer responsible for build-
ing the Northern Railway. 

Chesley, the village, was never more than 
a flyspeck of a community. Besides the station 
and its outbuildings, there was a store with a 
post office, a blacksmith, a few other crafts-
men, and a handful of homes all huddled near 
the tracks. About 100 people called Chesley 
home.  

In 1915, the flagstop's name was changed 
to Cherry to prevent confusion with another 
station named Chesley on the Gran Trunk’s 
Owen Sound line. 
The community, 
naturally, adopted 
the new name as 
well. 

Regardless of 
the name it fell 
under, the com-
munity was sleepy 
and tranquil, the 
kind of place 
where not much 
of note ever oc-
curs. There were, 
however, two 

events that brought momentary attention to 
it. 

The first to occur was a sudden and unex-
pectedly heavy snowfall on March 7, 1896. 
This blizzard blocked the railway between 
King and Aurora, trapping a freight train and 
two passenger trains near Chesley. For hours 
passengers fretted. Would they need to head 
out on foot through snowdrifts? Would crews 
come to their rescue? In the end, they huddled 

in the cars for almost five 
hours until the tracks were 
cleared, and the train 
could proceed. "There 
were several passengers 
aboard each train who, as 
might be expected, did 
not enjoy their detention 
much," The Aurora Ban-

ner reported March 13, 1896. 
Whereas this event was an inconvenience 

at worse, the next to befall the hamlet was 
tragic. 

Three decades after the epic snowstorm, 
in 1925, railway workers discovered a badly 
decomposed body of a man hanging from a 
tree in a grove behind the siding. The body 
remained undiscovered for weeks, perhaps 
months because by this time the station and 
siding were no longer in use. Papers found 
on the corpse identified the suicide victim as 
William Albert Looker, a 66-year-old resident 
of Toronto. How, or why he came to kill him-
self in this backwater community was, and 
remains to this day, a mystery. 

By the time of Looker’s death Cherry was 
in a deep decline from which there would be 

no recovery. Its 
station had been 
decommissioned, 
the store closed, 
the fire in the 
smith’s forge 
cooled.   

Nothing is left 
today to hint at the 
existence of this 
modest agricul-
tural community. 
It has long since 
been swallowed 
up by Aurora.  

Village 
stories 

 by Andrew Hind

From Flagstop to Footnote:  
The Cherry Story 

Cherry, formerly Chesley, was a small hamlet cen-
tered around a railway siding and built on agricul-
tural foundations.  

Agricultural Anecdotes 
from 

 Farmer Tim

Farmer Tim farms in Southern Ontario and has been sharing his stories  
through social media for many years.  

Tim is quoted saying  
“All farmers need to get their stories out there and have fun while they do it!”

I recently bought an old Buck pocket 
knife for $5 at an antique mall. There is 
nothing special about it, but it’s solid, well 
made and it fits well in my hand.  

I have lots of pocket knives at home, but 
something drew me to this worn set of old 
blades. Looking closely at the steel I could 
see how the point of one blade had been 
broken and rehoned - the maker's markings 
long filed away from use and abuse. The 
blades may be worn, but they are sharp as 
razors with lots of life left in them. This 
knife will serve me well.  

I’m drawn to things that tell a story. Per-
haps this old knife was carried in the pocket 
of a farmer like me? Maybe it cut the twine 
from bales, whittled a toy for a child or 
stripped some wire to repair an old tractor?  

I may never know the tales it could tell 
of its past life, but I carry it with pride know-
ing that I will add to its forgotten stories.  

“If an old dude ever gives you advice 
while peeling an apple with a pocket knife 
and eating the pieces right off the blade, 
you should probably take it.”   

~ Simon Holland
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Dreaming of going somewhere? Call or email to book your space promoting your business 
by the 14th of the month for the next month’s issue  
705-722-0138 farmview@on.aibn.com

Dreaming of going somewhere?

Do you provide 
 · Cruising · Air Travel  

· Adventure, Beach, Family Vacations  
· Bus Tours · Car Rentals  

· Hotel packages 
· Staycation ideas? 

This is the opportunity to share 
the many fascinating options 

available for vacationers! 

 
Attract new clients to your business!

Great Rates and Great Distribution 
Enjoy complimentary colour  

on all advertising 
 

Call or email to reserve your ad space

 Roslyn Watkins  
705-722-0138 | farmview@on.aibn.com

With the winter weather here, many are thinking about 
getting away or have already planned some time away. While 
we in Ontario have some rules and regulations regarding 
smoke alarms and fire detection systems, many other juris-
dictions do not. If you are heading out for some needed re-
laxation here are some tips for you to consider when getting 
into hotels, motels, resorts or vacation rentals. 

Look for a hotel / motel that has hardwired smoke alarms 
and an automatic fire sprinkler system in each guest room. 
If you or any of your group have any physical disabilities, 
ask for a room on a lower level of the building. When you 
check in, ask the front desk what the fire alarm sounds like. 
Some alarm systems have two distinct sounds. When you 
enter your room, review the escape plan posted in your room. 
Usually they are posted on the back of the door. Take the 
time to find the exits and count the number of doors between 
your room and the exit. Make sure the exits are unlocked. If 
they are locked, report it to the front desk immediately. Keep 
your room key and your cell phone beside your bed and 
take it with you if the alarm sounds and you need to exit the 
room. If the alarm sounds, listen for instructions if you are 

in a large building. Most large hotels will provide instructions 
as to whether to stay or leave. In smaller buildings leave im-
mediately when hearing the alarm sound. When leaving, 
close all doors behind you and use the stairs. Never use ele-
vators during a fire. If you must escape through smoke, get 
low and go under the smoke to the nearest exit.  

Follow these simple guidelines and enjoy your time away. 

At my last writing I recounted my ten week travels from 
Ontario to the British Columbia coast. My hair raising jour-
ney to Southern California on the scenic coastal highway 1 
through the States of Washington, Oregon and California’s 
red wood forests. 

Upon reaching the multitude of highways, byways, free-
ways, parkways, expressways and off ramps in Los Angeles, 
I decided not to visit the iconic beaches of Malibu and the 
streets of Hollywood and the movie studios and so much 
more. My GPS was out of commission and I simply wanted 
to begin my East bound trip into the cowboy states. I needed 
a brake job after spending 15 days travelling in the mountains 
and a blown fuse knocked out my GPS and the air condi-
tioning! LA would have to wait for a future road trip. And I 
will certainly consider it in the near future. 

From here I traveled through Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas without air conditioning. The old 4/60 served me well; 
4 windows down at 60 miles per hour cooled the cab nicely. 
In early November I arrived at Galveston Island [Texas] on 
the Gulf of Mexico coast. Here I found a wonderful KOA 
campground right on the beach and I stayed here for several 
days to enjoy the warm temperature and beautiful coastal 
scenery. See the photo attached showing the elevated Kabin, 
a hallmark of the KOA brand. 

When I re-
turned home in 
December, I 
was often asked 
what were the 
best [most 
m e m o r a b l e ] 
parts of my trip. 
Galveston was 
at the top of my 
list. Followed 
closely by Palm 
Springs in Cal-

ifornia where warm spring waters flowed into the numerous 
spas and swimming pools at this KOA campground in the 
heart of Hollywood’s elitist destination town. 

But what about Canada? Nothing can compare with the 
scenic wonder of Banff and Lake Louise in Alberta. The in-
credibly well engineered highways through the Rocky Moun-
tains in British Columbia will remain in my memory forever. 
Mostly scary when the transports are pushing your driving 
skills beyond your limits on the 6 mile [and 6 degree down-

ward grade] only to begin a similar climb up on the other 
side. Repeat as necessary! Etc.! 

 I left Texas in early November and continued eastward 
to my destination in Florida. I crossed the state line into 
Louisiana where I had planned to visit New Orleans for sev-
eral days. Unfortunately I realized that in order to maintain 
my timetable to arrive in Orlando on the 15th, I would need 
to adjust my schedule. With 3 more Southern US states to 
cross I needed to plan accordingly. I took 2 days to cross 
each of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama states. I camped 
at Lake Charles in Louisiana, Biloxi Mississippi, and Mobile 
Alabama. These campgrounds were excellent. 

Highway travel: after ten weeks on the road, I ascertained 
that ALL of the highways I travelled both in Canada and the 
USA, were either under construction, or in desperate need 
of being ‘under’ construction. Either of which made for dif-
ficult travel for driving an RV. I suspect that during the covid 
years both our countries neglected highway construction and 
infrastructure maintenance which has resulted in what is 
now seen as a catch up period trying to make up for lost 
time. I wish them well. 

I arrived in Florida. My first stop was to visit and have 
dinner with friends in the Panama Beach area. A wonderful 
meal and a relaxing stay at the local Holiday Inn. Very ex-
pensive but a welcome respite from my journey. 

The next day I pulled out onto Highway #98 [highly rec-
ommended] and proceeded south for hundreds of miles along 
the coast of Gulf of Mexico. This was a beautiful drive 
through quaint towns and villages where bridges crossed 
numerous inlets along the coast. That evening I camped at 
the town of Perry about 50 miles inland. This town and 
many others were hard hit by the COVID closures of 2020 
and 2021, evident by the boarded up businesses along Main 
Street. 

The next morning I drove straight through to my time 
share apartment in Orlando where I planned to rest after 
having logged nearly 10,000 km in ten weeks. At this time 
some RV repairs were made and then I put the RV into long 
term storage at Fort Lauderdale. A short time later I boarded 
an Air Canada flight home for Christmas with family and 
friends. 

Part 3 of this travelogue will outline my trip home from 
Florida next month, a journey that will see me winter as a 
snowbird in Florida for about 6 weeks at time share resorts 
and then a few weeks of camping on route home for an eta 
of April 1st. Thanks for your interest.

A 6 month road trip to remember, part 2 of 3   

[part 3 will be my trip home from Florida in the Spring]

Follow fire safety guidelines while travelling
By Dennis Gannon

Story and photo by John Beischer

Pictured above, KOA Kabin elevated in 
Galveston Island, Texas. 
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       4931 3rd Line, Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0    (905) 939-7494    E-mail: office@dunkerronelevators.ca 

 Committed to local producers because we understand that every kernel counts!

www.dunkerronelevators.ca 
Family owned and operated  

for over 30 years!

Please visit our website for  
information and current cash bids.Est. 1989

Some fortunate folk follow their heart and 昀nd success. 
Shawn Bell of Wasaga Beach followed his taste buds.

 In an unexpected turn of events almost two decades 
ago, Bell was introduced to an amazing hot sauce made 
by a Trinidadian friend who invited him for dinner, a “cra-
zy-amazing” curry-goat dish. Not only was the main dish 
exceptional, his friend also had a home-made Trinidadian 
hot sauce which “was mind-blowingly hot, but I loved the 
昀avour” explains Bell. It was the 昀avour combination that 
piqued his interest and excited his palate. Hot sauces were 
not as popular then as they are now, so this was indeed 
a rarity. Bell was inspired to create a hot sauce with a 
unique 昀avour pro昀le.

Patience, the 昀rst ingredient
Two years and seven batches of sauce later, he came 

up with his 昀rst original sauce he calls Sweet Heat. This 
sauce suited his “more tame” palate at the time. Sweet 
Heat is meant to give one a hit of heat but “goes away 
very quickly”. He continued making this sauce for a few 
years. His experimentation began with eight different hot 
peppers he could 昀nd at a local grocery store. He worked 
on the recipe, getting down to four peppers; Scotch bonnet, 
Thai chili, Hungarian yellow and jalapeño. He tried with 
seeds, without seeds.

The 昀nal recipe for Sweet Heat featuring Scotch bon-
net was extremely popular with family; “They were pretty 
much addicted to it” he says. It kept him busy, making 6 
litres at a time.

Research, trials and tribulations
With some simple ingenuity applied to growing peppers 

alongside his deck in Wasa-
ga Beach, with a sand base 
to wick away moisture, Bell 
had success. He was able to 
create the perfect climate for 
growing very hot peppers in 
his back yard. Quite a feat 
for someone trying to “grow 
peppers off the south end of 
Georgian Bay, outdoors”. 
He admits his success was 
against a few odds.

It was Bell’s penchant for 
perfection and determina-
tion for success that lead to 
the name Doc Bells. He and 
his family joked that he spent 
more time “messing with” 
hot sauce recipes and cultiva-
tion than most doctors spend 
in medical school.

He connected with a fel-
low in Cambridge, Ontario 
“Pepper Steve” who was 

growing varieties of peppers that were hard 
to come by. Bell learned a lot about growing 
peppers in our Ontario climate. Soil mixture 
was crucial. He started with a seven-part soil 
mixture as suggested allowing for aeration, 
root growth, nutrition and so on. He was told 
he was “too far north” for growing peppers. 
This encouraged Bell to experiment with 
soil mixtures. He got it down to 昀ve parts, 

to three parts and down 
to two parts of soil mix-
ture with some added 
bits like worm cast-
ings. It was a combi-
nation of research and 
practical application 
that saw him get to 
the premium constitu-
ents, keeping it all as 
natural as possible.

Luck and adversity
“Everything all came together at once” he 

says, with pepper plants as tall as his eyes 
and 55 pounds of peppers from 145 square 
feet of greenhouse.

Health caused him to take a break basically for a year, 
but he was able to freeze seventy pounds of peppers to get 
things going again when he was able. Done correctly, pep-
pers “keep their constitution” when frozen says Bell. This 
year, he ran out of freezer space. This lead to the creation of 

his Pineapple Punk hot sauce as he had 20 pounds of fresh 
peppers to use up. He had also connected with a farm who 
grows crimson hot red peppers. These are considered a mild 
hot pepper and are a major part of Pineapple Punk.

At least one of his sauces has included his own dried basil 
昀ower. Bell may not be an overall chef, but he’s 昀uent in 
adjusting, adding and taking away ingredients to 昀nesse a 
sauce to his wants.

Winning at prestigious show
Doc Bell’s was a part of the Champions Showcase at the 

2023 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto. He had 5 
top ten placings with 8 of his hot sauces. He gained this spot 
in the Championship Showcase due to his hot sauces excep-
tional standings the year before. 

Bell’s sons, ages 12 and 8 are involved with the business, 
helping plant and pick peppers. He took care to make sure 
his sons were acquainted physiologically with peppers to 
assure they would be accustomed to and not have negative 
reactions to hot peppers. 

To accommodate growing enough peppers of his own, 
Bell has established a couple of green houses on a farm 
in Mulmur Township. He has gone fully organic. The new 
greenhouses resulted in him contending with different mois-
ture content and required some techniques to be adjusted. 
He changed from plastic pots to fabric pots... ever learning 
and ever improving his product; it is the way of Doc Bells.

You can 昀nd Doc Bell’s website at
https://www.docbellshotsauce.ca. 

Hottest little crop in our area

In this picture we see Xavier (left) & Rylhan with a 
harvest of Trinidad 7-pot, Naga Morich, Chocolate 
Habanero, Fatalli & Prik Chee Faa peppers.

Shawn Bell is seen here flanked by his sons 
Rylhan and Xavier at the 2023 Royal Agricultural 
Fair in Toronto. Bell’s wife Amanda sacrificed 
her appearance to take the picture.

Story by Don Beaulieu.
Photographs courtesy of the Bell Family.
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  ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL
Tracy Green Mortgage Broker/Owner  
Ontario-Wide Financial FSRA Lic# 12456 

120 Mary Street Orillia Ontario L3V 3E2 
Phone 705-259-3974 or 1-888-307-7799   Fax 416-921-1754   

 www.ontario-widefinancial.com

 Money to lend for Farms and Rural     properties for any purpose.

 We offer lending for the following: 
· Farms, Working Farms, Hobby Farms including full 
  acreage, vacant land and multiple parcels of land, out of 
  town properties anywhere in Ontario  
· Bank turndowns, property tax arrears, income tax arrears 
  or mortgage arrears no problem  
· Self Employed, Bad Credit, Bankruptcy or in consumer 
  proposal  
· 60-80% of the value including full acreage  
· On a case-by-case evaluation · 
· short term/long term and bridge financing also available 

We also offer lending on regular residential and commercial financing. 
We have been providing mortgages to satisfied customers  

for over 25 years.

Collingwood Fuels Ltd has been providing    
Collingwood and surrounding areas with skilled, 
professional and reliable installation and service 

for more than 35 years. 

Our services include 
     • Oil tank installation and removal. 
     • Furnace installation and service. 
     • A/C installation and service. 
    • Hot water heater installation and service. 
     • Propane tank installation.  
        (aboveground and underground) 
     • Bulk fuel tank and pump installation. 

 705.445.4430 or 1.800.553.5571 
15 Stewart Road, Collingwood ON L9Y 4M7 
www.collingwoodfuels.com    info@collingwoodfuels.com 

https://www.facebook.com/collingwoodfuels/ 

Bulk Fuel Delivery of Propane, Furnace Oil, 
Diesel and Gasoline

By Glen Ritchie

Doug Drysdale 1932-L   Interviewed at his residence at 
Tiffin Place in Midland, Ontario, Dec 15, 2023. 

According to Family Search.org, Doug Drysdale is my 
4th cousin, once removed. In other words to describe my re-
lationship to Doug, he is a descendant from my 3x grt grand-
father OLD JOHN Ritchie’s brother, OLD BILL Ritchie.  
OLD BILL Ritchie’s oldest daughter, Mary Ritchie (1834-
1921) married James Drysdale (1831-1901). James son, 
David Drysdale (1861-1926) married Elizabeth “Bessie” El-
rick (1875-1926) and they had only one child, Howard Regi-
nald Drysdale (1907-1994). 

Doug is the son of Howard Reginald Drysdale (1907-
1994) and Marjory Mae Moriarty (1908-1976). His family 
was from the west end of Toronto near Bathurst and Wilson 
now called Downsview. Doug’s grandfather, David Drysdale 
(1861-1926) married Elizabeth “Bessie” Elrick and farmed 
the N1/2 of Lot 7, Concession 6, Flos Township, Simcoe 
County. Before Doug’s grandfather owned this farm, Doug’s 
great grandfather, James Drysdale owned the N 1/2  lots 1, 
2 and 3 of Concession 7. James had a large family and di-
vided up many lots to give to his children. The Ken Ritchie, 
Alvin Greenlaw and Herman Lalonde sugar bushes were 
once owned by James Drysdale that lined the south side of 
Concession 8, east of Hwy 27. Herman’s son, Tim is the 
only syrup producer left operating. David Drysdale’s received 
part of lot 3 as an inheritance. He bought the farm on L7, C6 
(see above) had the Grand Trunk Railroad running through 
it. Doug’s father, Reg Drysdale, was born on this farm in a 
little white house. He could never understand why he had 
this little house and all of his uncles and cousins that occupied 
the 7th concession of Flos Township, had very large two 
story brick farm houses. Doug explained that when his dad 
had farmed, the beef herd had to be moved across the tracks 
to get to the pastures and many cows and dogs were killed 
from trains that ran along this rail line at its height of exis-
tence. Up to 17 trains a day used this line, transporting goods 
and services before the roads were built. When his dad was 

orphaned, his uncles thought he wasn’t cut out to be a farmer 
and ended up taking charge of his affairs and then ended up 
auctioning the equipment off as well as the farm land. Doug 
mentioned that his dad didn’t seem to not mind him not 
choosing a career in farming. 

Doug’s dad, Howard REGINALD Drysdale, went as far 
as grade twelve in Elmvale and wanted to further his educa-
tion. He had to take the train into Barrie, Ont. to attend grade 
13. He boarded in Barrie at times during the winter months, 
not having to travel by train back and forth back to where he 
was living. After achieving his grade 13, he attended the 
MacDonald School in Toronto to become a teacher. At the 
age of 19 in 1926, he taught in a one room school on the 
Base Line and 10th concession of Flos. His placement at the 
Base Line School coincided with the opening of the Provin-
cial Tree Nursery in Midhurst, also in 1926. Reg took an in-
terest in forestry and contacted the superintendent of this 
tree nursery to have his one room school students visit. The 
nursery had an over-supply of pine tree saplings and gave 
each student, a thousand saplings. Realizing the situation, 
the parents were told that the kids can do what every they 
wanted with these trees. He took his inheritance and decided 
to purchase two pieces of property to plant these trees. He 
purchased the N1/2 of L1, C7, Flos in 1926 & 1927, and 
planted these trees on about 20 acres on one of the parcels 
of land. This is directly across the road from Ritchie Forest 
Products once owned by Robert ‘Bob’ Ritchie. The maple 
sugar bushes operated by Ken Ritchie, Wally Greenlaw and 
Tim Lalonde are also on this road. In the preceding years, 
Reg also purchased land near Phelpston, Ont. His father also 
had used his inheritance to buy new cars every other year.  
He figured it would draw the attention of the ladies. While 
attending what was then called, ‘Normal’ school, in Barrie, 
his classmate, Marjory Moriarty, turned out to be his future 
bride. Doug explained that his dad and mom were never re-
ally serious about each other in school. Doug described her 
as a very popular girl that could play piano. She came up to 

Flos Township to teach at Ushers School which was located 
on the 8th concession of Flos and the 5th sideroad which 
later became Ushers Sideroad. She taught there for two years 
around 1928 & 1929. She then moved to Barrie and taught 
at Cundles Street for the next two years. The both of them 
would eventually meet up and talk about teaching. Ushers 
School was the next concession to the north of Doug’s fa-
ther’s family farm. Doug’s parents were married in August 
of 1931 and Doug was born in 1932. Doug’s parents moved 
to York Township, just west of Toronto to teach the same 
year Doug was born. Reg had taken summer school courses 
for two years to become a shop teacher. When Doug became 
of school age, his father thought it wasn’t a good idea to 
have his son in the same school where he taught. He trans-
ferred to a school in Toronto. This was during the depression 
years and Doug’s father thought that due to a lack of money 
to pay shop teachers, his position as a shop teacher was in 
jeopardy. He would scrounge pieces of lumber from just 
about anything including cedar rail fences to provide material 
for his students. Reg Drysdale taught for 47 years.  

Doug’s mother, Marjory Moriarty, came from the north 
of Bradford area called Coulsons Hill. Through Doug’s 
mother’s family, John Coulson owned a farm and donated 
land for two churches and a cemetery. He built a hotel on 
this site around the 1920’s. This site was used by travellers 
coming from Toronto going north. This livery stable provided 
accommodations for the travellers and the teams of horses.  
Doug would spend summers at his grandfather Coulson’s 
farm as a young boy.  

Doug’s mother’s family (Moriarty) had numerous girls in 
her immediate family. When Doug was at his grandfather’s 
farm in his teenage years, these girls would pick him up and 
off they went to dances in the Bradford area. Doug didn’t 
care where they were going because he was in his glory 
being in the company of all of these girls.

The Story of Doug Drysdale; Christmas Tree Grower and Simcoe County Forester

Continued on page 13...
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 One of his mother’s cousin’s, Connie Moriarty, married 
an Elmvale dairy farmer. Don and Connie MacLean’s prefix 
was Condon Holsteins. Doug tells the story about his great 
grandfather, Patrick Moriarty (1820-1879) of when the 
Catholic Church allowed mixed marriages for about a ten 
year period during the mid-1800’s. The condition was that 
the Protestant males had to convert in order to marry the 
Catholic females. Doug’s great grandmother, Agnes Coulson 
(1820-1886) family were Presbyterians. These Coulson 
daughters would attend church with their mother in their 
horse drawn carriage.  His great grandfather didn’t think 
this was proper having the mother drive the carriage to 
church so he became a Presbyterian and he drove the carriage 
of these Coulson women to church. Doug joked about the 
fact that his great grandfather’s brothers were all Catholic 
and you better not say anything bad about the Catholics! 

During WWII, there was gas rationing and there was a 
severe shortage of Christmas trees in Toronto. The tops of 
pine trees would be sent to Toronto from a pulp and paper 
mill north of North Bay, Ont. Reg believed that there was a 
market for commercially produced Christmas trees and 
bought property near Cookstown in 1945 and started planted 
pine seedlings. This was the beginnings of the Drysdale Tree 
Farms. It took about 5 to 6 years to grow a mature Christmas 
tree. While planting these trees, a bulldozer broke through 
the bush, much to the surprise of Doug’s father. The Highway 
Department ended up taking 12 acres off his tree farm in 
around 1946 and it ended up being part of the Hwy 400. 
Reg had paid $400.00 for this 50 acre parcel and was paid 
$400.00 for the land that the Highway took. At first, Reg 
only considered this tree growing business a hobby. A few 
years later he became very keen in the business of growing 
trees commercially and he sought out information on how 
to grow and care for them. There was another grower in 
New York State that also was growing Christmas trees. To-
gether, they would exchange letters and make phone calls to 
discuss techniques on growing Christmas trees. This person 
was a professor, Joshua Cope, at Cornell University.  Regi-
nald Drysdale was nominated by Don Bell, Warden of Sim-
coe County, around the mid 1970’s for the Simcoe County 
Agriculture Hall of Fame.  His nomination was declined but 
ended up being inducted into the Ontario Agriculture Hall 
of Fame in 1997 for his contribution to pioneering the Christ-
mas trees industry.  Reg was very active for organising the 
Christmas Tree Association. He had sought out growers that 
were in contact with the dif-
ferent levels of government 
seeking information on 
where to buy seedlings and 
how to grow them. Reg saw 
a lot of potential in this 
growing industry and sought 
out interested growers seek-
ing information. The Asso-
ciation of Christmas Tree 
growers began around the 
early 1950’s.  There was no 
information on when or how 
to prune them. Doug remem-
bers when he was in high 
school pruning trees with 
just a hand held clipper, 
grass clippers and knives.  

Doug was about 13 when 
he started to help his father 
on their Essa Township 
farm. At the age of 19 in 
1951, Doug enrolled into the 
Forestry Program at the Uni-
versity of Toronto. Doug 
convinced his father to pur-
chase 117 acres of what he 
described as a “hard scrabble 
farm’ in Whitechurch-Stouf-
fville, owned by Howard 
Pegg. This farm had cattle 
on it and an undependable 
crop growing on it.  They 
decided to plant Scotch pine 
trees and turn it into a Christ-

mas Tree Farm. It was around 1960, The Drysdale‘s had 
heard about cut-your-own Christmas Tree farms in the United 
States. Doug approached a neighbour and fellow Christmas 
tree grower, Keith Horton, about starting a cut-your-own 
Christmas Tree operation that would be opened to the general 
public. This particular location turned out to be spectacular. 
These two businesses created ‘quite a few traffic jams’ and 
the police were not impressed during Christmas time. In 
1968, Doug purchased another 26 acres near the existing 
site fronting the St. John’s Sideroad to grow more trees. 
While expanding the tree growing operation, it was only a 
hobby for Doug and his dad.  

The first crop was progressing along well and a vegetable 
grower from the Bradford Marsh knocked on their door ask-
ing his father if he would be interested in providing about 
1000 Christmas trees to a ‘Krogers’ grocery store in Cincin-
nati, Ohio? Peter Vertike provide vegetables to this Kroger 
chain and they had heard that there were Christmas tree 
growers in Ontario and would Peter find out if they were in-
terested in shipping trees to them. Krogers initially wanted 
1,000 trees but they only were able to ship about 800 trees. 
They sold so well that Kroger’s wanted 10,000 trees the fol-
lowing year. Doug and his father Reg realized that they 
could not possibly supply the requested 10,000 trees Krogers 
wanted and this is when Doug explains that at the age of 19 
and while in University he became involved in rounding up 
the trees for Peter VanTike from the growers that had joined 
the Association his father had founded. Christmas trees were 
shipped beginning the end of October. The first trees shipped 
to Krogers were not baled. They were just thrown into the 
back of trucks. Later, Reg would invent a baling machine to 
wrap up the trees. One of the early machines was a boat 
winch with a truck tire rim with bearings from a roller skate.  

Reg was the treasure for the Christmas Tree Growers As-
sociation for 37 years. He never wanted to be the president 
of this Association nor was he. He felt that if remained as 
secretary, he would keep this association alive of about 100 
members.  

Realizing that Reg was already inducted into the Ontario 
Agriculture Hall of Fame in 1997, Simcoe County followed 
suit after rejecting Warden, Don Bell’s initial nomination of 
him back in the 1980’s and he was finally inducted into the 
Simcoe County Agricultural Hall of Fame.   

Before graduating from University, Doug’s job was map-
ping the line of sight and the height of the land for the Plant-

ing and Development Department of the University involving 
the watersheds in Simcoe County for the Conservation Au-
thority.  Each township in Simcoe County had to supply a 
detailed study of the watersheds that emptied into the rivers, 
creeks and other bodies of water.   

Doug married his high school sweetheart, Joan Clifton, 
of Toronto on Valentine’s Day in 1953. They raised their 
family in Don Mills and relocated to live full time at their 
family home on the Drysdale Tree Farms in 1980. Doug and 
Joan had celebrated 67 years of marriage together. They 
raised three children, Douglas, Donna and Diane. Sadly, 
Joan passed away in July of 2020.  

Doug worked for the Simcoe County Lands and Forests 
starting in 1957. He held two degrees in Forestry. He was 
Chief of the Timber Branch. He also held the position of 
General Manager of Tree Improvement for the Forest Man-
agement Tree Institute. He bought property best suited for 
growing trees and at its height the business owned 1200 
acres and it’s been downsized to about 800 acres.  Doug had 
spent 33 years with the forestry branch.  

In 2012 after owning the Christmas Tree Farm on Durham 
Rd 30 for 62 years, it was time to close the Whitechurch-
Stouffville operation. Doug said it was a hard decision to 
make. After all, Doug and his father were now two genera-
tions of tree growers. The Drysdale family donated this 136 
acre property to the York Regional Forest.  The land is adja-
cent to the Hollidge Tract Accessible Trail on Hwy 48 and it 
is a nature trial her enthusiasts.  

The business that the Drysdale’s started has been named 
the best Christmas tree farm twice by the National Christmas 
Tree Growers Association. The farm has also been named 
the best Christmas tree grower in Ontario quite a few times.   

Doug mentioned a few Flos families that help him prune 
trees in the Phelpston area. These included the McGill’s, El-
rick’s, Craddock’s, Mike Fallon and the Marley boys. Doug 
recalls a lad named Frank Craddock who had worked for 
him. He was the only person that could pick up a cut tree 
and shack it by the stump. Doug tells the story of this Frank 
Craddock from Phelpston who became a police cadet and 
became a motorcycle policeman.   

The property where the Drysdale Tree Farm now operates 
is about 400 acres and Doug’s son, Douglas and his kids op-
erate the business as of this day in 2024. Doug is in his 92nd 
year and still enjoys his independence of driving his car 
back and forth to his son`s tree farm business near Egbert.   
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The Story of Doug Drysdale; Christmas Tree Grower and Simcoe County Forester By Glen Ritchie

Story continued from page 12.
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FARM FEED 
SERVICE

• Organic Feed Available •  
Dairy, beef, poultry, swine, sheep,  
rabbit, equine rations, bird seed  
& feeders, cat & dog food 
Bulk and custom orders upon request.  
We also carry CCIA cattle & sheep tags, 
fencing supplies, salt, minerals, twine,  
Herbs for Horses products and more!

959 Marshall Rd. 
Wyebridge,ON  L0K 2E1 
Just north of Mertz Corner Rd. on Marshall Road 
Phone 705-526-0563  

Curbside pick up still offered 
 Call today to place your poultry order

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Monday - Saturday 9:00am-5:00 p.m.,  
Sunday and Holidays - closed.

FARM TIRE
REPAIRS & SALES

MOBILE/ FIELD 
SERVICE AVAILABLE!

7051 County Rd.9, Stayner, ON, L0M 1S0
705-466-2600 | steer.ca | tires@steer.ca

@SteerEntLtd 

On Friday, November 10, the gate at the llama farm near 
Victoria Corners was accidentally left open, and the three 
llamas that lived there, Lluka, Todd, and Llewis, escaped 
and headed towards Loree, near the Blue Mountains, only 
about three kilometers away.

As the Search Coordinator for this incident, I will ex-
plain as simple as I can how it was put together.

First and foremost, safety for all is a priority for not only 
the return of the llamas unharmed but also for people and 
other animals such as dogs and livestock.

Since the llamas were sighted the 昀rst couple of days 
in Loree Forest, including travelling on the popular Bruce 
Trail, I called the Town of the Blue Mountains to discuss 
closure of that area. If you’ve never been there, I can tell 
you it’s 昀lled with hikers and their leashed/unleashed dogs 
on any given day. A busy area like this can cause the llamas 
high stress which can result in them moving further away. 
Also, an encounter with a llama and dog can turn out deadly 
for the dog and risky for the owner. The TBM’s and Minis-
try of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) agreed and 
the area was closed for safety.

Nancy, a local tracker, set up cameras and followed the 
llamas tracks. With that and other sightings on individual 
days, we were able to form a grid section of their travels.

I could then place community volunteers in their cars on 
the perimeter to check for sightings and to keep the interior 
calm and quiet for the Llamas to be found and returned.

On the videos, we could see that the llamas had crossed 
over early in the morning looking for the perfect grazing 
昀eld. Being surrounded by apple orchards and streams 
also provided all of the elements for survival. The biggest 
threat were the coyotes in the area seeing them as prey. 
The greatest defence for the llamas was for them to stay to-
gether as it was unlikely that even a pack of coyotes would 
attempt an attack. Llamas have a powerful kick that can 
take down even the strongest of coyotes.

Each day that the llamas weren’t retrieved, we had to 
start the process of 昀nding them all over again. The own-
er used a helicopter initially. The Drone Team was used 
throughout but on bad weather days, they couldn’t 昀y. We 
lost one drone due to high winds. Professional trackers 
walked the trails looking for the llamas, one went out even 
in rainy miserable weather. Owners of local properties 
called in sightings as well. Daily, volunteers would come 
to help and the community support was amazing.

But just because you see the llamas doesn’t mean you 

have secured them. Profes-
sional cowboys and their 
well-trained horses were 
hired to wrangle them in. 
When all conditions aligned, 
they brought the three back 
home, although on two sepa-
rate days. Tuesday, the 14th, 
we were able to get within 
a couple of feet of them but 
they started to run. With 
speeds up to 40 km/hr, they 
prove to be impossible to 
catch.

On Thursday the 16th, two 
were corralled at a nearby 
farm on the 2nd line. Initial-
ly, all three were caught, but 
Llewis, the most untamed 
one, crawled under the fenc-
ing and ran off. To lure him 
back, we took recordings 
of the other two, Todd and 
Lluka, and played them on a 
loop. On Sunday, November 
19, Llewis was seen wander-
ing down the road and into a 
fenced in apple orchard on 
the 10th line where OPP con-

tacted the owner to lock the gate. The 
next morning, the Markdale cowboys 
came in with their well-trained hors-
es and wrangled Llewis without harm 
and put him in the trailer and headed 
for home.

This is a simpli昀ed version of OPS 
(operations) and event, but there was 
nothing simple about it. It took a 
community effort for 10 days and ev-
eryone is to be commended for a safe 
and happy return of the Loree llamas 
Llewis, Todd, and Lluka.

Finding & returning the AWOL Loree llamas
Annette Sandberg has 20 years

search and rescue volunteer experience
but searching for llamas was a 昀rst.

Here we see tracker Nancy Kay in her car going over strategies with Annette Sandberg 
during the llama search and rescue operation.

In the above photographs we see Llewis successfully roped by a professional cowboy. 
The picture of the two llamas are Lluka and Todd after capture, waiting for Llewis; and 
昀nally, Llewis at home in a safe paddock.
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Healthy Waters Program 
Grants & Technical Advice for your Stewardship Project

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program helps landowners in the  
Nottawasaga Valley undertake projects that improve water  
quality and stream health by providing funding and free, 
on-site technical advice.  
Grants covering 30 – 100% of projects costs up to  
$10,000 per year are available for eligible projects.  
• tree planting 
• livestock restriction fencing 
• manure storage improvements 
• on-stream pond bypasses, fishways & bottom-draws 
• clean water diversion for barnyards 
• abandoned well decommissioning 
• tile drain control boxes 
• and more! 
Call us today about your project! 
Contact Shannon Stephens, NVCA, at 
705-424-1479 x239 • www.nvca.on.ca

Matt Drury

 We’re not resting on a reputation;  
we are continually building one by exceeding  
expectations. 
 
Cremation, Aquamation, Burials, Repatriation. 
Funerals, Memorials, Receptions and Celebrations  
at our facility or a venue of your choice. 
 

55 Cedar Pointe Drive #600  
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7 

Tel: (705) 728-8282   
Fax: 705-728-8238 
www.legacyfuneral.ca  
info@legacyfuneral.ca  

Owner/Funeral Director

Legacy Funeral and Cremation Services Inc.

Here to Help with Federal Services
MIDLAND
3W-366 Midland Ave.
Midland, Ontario
L4R 3K7
705-527-7654

ORILLIA
575 West St. South, Suite 12
Orillia, Ontario
L3V 7N6
705-327-0513

adam@adamchambersmp.ca

adamchambersmp.ca

adamchambersmp

/adamchambersmp.ca

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  
offering a full range of services to the agricultural community including: 

Accounting, Corporate and Personal Taxes, Estate Planning  
and assisting with Government Grant Applications 

121 Anne Street South, Barrie, Ontario L4N 7B6 
Tel: (705) 728-7461             www.powelljones.ca

More than 30 years serving South Simcoe County

We have:
Ag Tires

NORTHWAY TIRE LTD.
24/7 Farm & Truck Service

Call Dave, Blake  
or Paul for all your  
ag tire needs!
905-939-8964 
northwaytire@outlook.com

At first glance, most people might find it 
hard to believe that a City of Toronto fire-
fighter can also be an Ontario dairy farmer. 
After all, the demands of serving as a first 
responder in Canada’s largest city are pretty 
far removed from life in rural Ontario and 
working with livestock as part of a multi-
generational family business. 

And yet, that’s me. I’ve been a Toronto 
firefighter for more than 30 years – working 
24-hour shifts – while also farming in 
Northumberland County east of Toronto to-
gether with my parents, Carl and Helena, my 
wife Cyndi Down, and our son Andrew, who 
is the ninth generation on our family’s farm. 

It was during the pandemic that a fellow 
farmer in our area approached me about be-
coming involved with our local Northum-
berland Federation of Agriculture. There are 
many issues facing farmers in Ontario today, 
from urban encroachment and land use plan-
ning challenges to business transition and 
ensuring agriculture can offer the next gen-
eration of farmers a sustainable future. 

They’re prevalent in our area for sure and 
with my retirement from the fire service no 
longer that far away, they also directly impact 
my family, our farm and our future – so I 
took the suggestion and joined the organiza-
tion as a Northumberland County director. 

I quickly learned a lot about agricultural 
advocacy and how important it is for farmers 
to both be informed about the issues that im-
pact their businesses and have their voice be 
in front of decision-makers. 

This led me to the decision last fall to put 
my name forward for a position on the board 
of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
(OFA). Thanks to a successful election, I 
now represent the farmers of Lennox and 
Addington, Hastings, Northumberland and 
Prince Edward as their provincial director 
with OFA. 

My family’s long-reaching farming roots 
make me particularly passionate about pre-
serving agricultural land, ensuring it contin-
ues to be farmed and keeping it from being 
fragmented into increasingly smaller parcels. 

It’s not just about maintaining that ability 
to produce our own food, fuel, and fibre close 

to home, however. 
It’s also about keeping our rural Ontario 

communities and their social fabric alive. 
With every farm that disappears, it becomes 
harder for local businesses like farm equip-
ment suppliers, veterinary clinics and even 
coffee shops to keep their doors open. And 
as the population gradually declines, so does 
the availability of schools, medical services 
and community social supports. 

As part of a multi-generational family 
farm, I also feel strongly about business suc-
cession planning and about being able to 
maintain a competitive and successful agri-
culture industry that can offer an attractive 
and economically sustainable future to the 
next generation of farmers like our son. 

The dramatic increase in the price of land 
coupled with the threat of urban sprawl can 
make the decision to give up the family farm 
a financially attractive option, particularly 
for younger generations who are faced with 
an increasingly high cost of living and a de-
sire for more work life balance than their 
parents or grandparents were able to have as 
farmers. 

Transition is a complex topic for any fam-
ily business, but it’s particularly tough for 
farmers. The emotional ties that bind us to 
our land are strong because for us, our farms 
are more than just a business. They’re also 
our homes and where generations of our fore-
bears have also lived and worked. 

I’m looking forward to spending the next 
three years as part of the board of an organ-
ization who tackles tough topics like these 
on a daily basis. And I’m particularly keen 
to encourage more of my fellow farmers to 
take a more active role in this organization 
too – just reading the county newsletter or 
attending a local meeting are good places to 
start. 

We need organizations like the OFA to 
advocate for farmers and to ensure our voice 
is being heard by the people making deci-
sions and enacting policies that will impact 
our businesses and our families. 

Our voice is only as strong as our own in-
volvement in our industry and in our organ-
izations.

By Brian Crews, Director, Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Check out the ag business directory on page 17.

Farms needed to keep rural 
Ontario’s social fabric alive Story and photo by Roslyn 

Watkins

Hot baked 
taco dip

Ingredients 
cooking spray 
454 g cooked ground beef 
1 can 540 ml black beans, 
drained and rinsed 
1 green bell pepper, chopped 
1 package taco seasoning mix 
1 tomato, chopped 
1 bunch green onions, 
chopped 
2 tablespoons hot taco sauce, 
or more to taste 
2 cups sour cream 
1 cup shredded sharp 
Cheddar cheese 
350 g package tortilla chips, 
or more as needed 
Directions 
· Preheat oven to 350 
degrees F (175 degrees C). 
Spray a 9x13-inch casserole 
dish with cooking spray. 
· Stir black beans, bell pepper 
and taco seasoning into 
ground beef. Spread ground 
beef mixture into prepared 
casserole dish. 
·Sprinkle tomato and green 
onions over ground beef 
mixture; top with taco sauce. 
Spread sour cream over taco 
sauce layer and top with 
Cheddar cheese. 
·Bake in the preheated oven 
until cheese is melted and 
bubbling, 10 to 20 minutes. 
Serve with tortilla chips. 
 

This is a quick and easy 
super satisfying appetizer 
perfect for the upcoming 
Super Bowl or Family Day. 
Top it any way you want, 
avocadoes, shredded let-
tuce, jalapeno, salsa...
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Retreat at the Farm 
  uninterrupted time for quilting, knitting, sewing, weaving, 
   scrapbooking...

 Retreat at the Farm 
556071 Mulmur-Melancthon Tline, Mulmur ON 

 
Come and retreat to our 100 acre farm nestled in  

Mulmur Township, close to the town of Shelburne. 
 The Retreat features: 

• a large workroom with lovely natural light 
• separate space for cutting and ironing 

• living room and additional screened sunroom 
• eat-in, fully fitted kitchen with table to seat 10 

• 4 softly decorated bedrooms with oh so comfy beds! 
• sleeps 10 (rooms accommodate 2-3 guests each)  

 call or text 519-942-6012  www.getawaytothefarm.com 
email retreatatthefarm2018@gmail.com

All the best for a 
successful growing 

season in 2024

Agri-Tech Innovation Initiative
With $25 million through the Agri-Tech 
Innovation Initiative, our government is 
encouraging farms and food processing 
businesses to adopt new technology and 
equipment that will enhance production  
and boost efficiency.

Applications for the Initiative will be 
accepted starting on February 15, 2024.

JILL  
DUNLOP 
MPP – Simcoe North/Nord

JillDunlopMPP.ca • Jill.Dunlopco@pc.ola.org 
 705-326-3246

murrayscott8@icloud.com
705-721-8472

 • Agricultural • Equestrian • Commercial • Industrial

Calling all Quilters! Send in your stories  
and pictures of your projects!  

Brownie is the answer to calming my jealousy.   
Like everyone else in goats today, I want boer (rhymes 

with four) goats too. 
Selling a mature buck for $1,000 is not unusual for a boer 

meanwhile, my mature LaMancha buck sold for $400. While 
$400 is still good, that extra $600 is way better. Boers, from 
what I am hearing don’t jump out of pens, have sweet per-
sonalities, grow incredibly fast and have “squishy” adorable 
kids with ease. I am told that I have to hold a “squishy” boer 
kid to understand what that means. I felt so left out to the 
point of jealousy as I had not a drop of boer goat blood in 
the barn. 

My farm Friend was widowed and reached her 80th birth-
day. Her only child worried non-stop about his Mom with 
her arthritic knee. The child imagined his Mom lying outside 
frozen with a broken hip one winter day beside the barn.   
Plus, her child wants her to travel with his family and we all 
know with livestock that there is not much travelling time 
between chores twice a day. Friend has been battling “should 
I sell out all my goats?” for close to three years meanwhile, 
she was building a herd of part Boers. I had always been on 
the side of “chores are so good for you as exercise is critical 
for being healthy so keep your goats!” But this time this 
Friend declared that the dispersal was happening in 4 weeks 
or less. 

I was doing chores the next morning after talking to Friend 
and realized this meant “Boers (at least part) for sale!” The 
next step was to go be a snoop and see if these goats were 
“healthy” meaning I was looking for signs of CL as in infec-
tious abscesses. I invited myself over to see the herd- and 
was met with bright eyed, floppy eared, colorful, heavy set 
well cared for goats. I did my thorough snoop and ended up 
setting up a sales plan for eight, five adult does and three 
young doe kids.   

Friend was especially fond of one brown kid. The kid 
looks like someone practiced painting her and never finished.   
This kid is chestnut brown with light grey spots, has a wide 

white blaze down her face, one white and one grey ear, half 
a white tail and white rings around three of her legs. This 
kid loves people as she grew up with Friend’s 8 year old 
city born granddaughter visiting her nearly every weekend.    

The new herd was not in the pen a full minute before the 
brown kid popped out between the gate’s bars and went 
touring in the barn. Every step I took, I had this kid behind 
me. I asked Friend what the kid’s name was and found out 
she was officially named by the 8 year old. This granddaugh-
ter is widely travelled so I was thinking I would do good to 
be able to pronounce this exotic name. I was told the kid’s 
name is….. Brownie.    

I debated my wisdom in getting this new herd a few weeks 
later. Sweetie and I were in a frustrated place to start that 
night as we had off-farm work that day and a meeting that 
evening. Brownie likes to sneak some grain from the sheep 
before they get into the pen. She is good to come out of the 
pen when I call her name. Her kid goat friend, a black kid 
has none of Brownie’s social skills was now standing in the 
sheep pen screeching to get back in with the herd. The fact 
the sheep were pushing her around the pen was not helping.    
I couldn’t catch the black kid and I decided I had to ask 
Sweetie for yet another rescue. We tried every way we could 
think of to catch this kid- and the next thing I knew I was 
seeing the barn floor close up. I had been knocked completely 
over by the ram. I told Sweetie that we were not going to 
risk getting hurt so the kid would have to stay in the pen for 
the night. I got myself off the barn floor, checked there was 
no severe pain and everything moved as it should so I thanked 
God for sparing me yet again from broken bones. I had 
chores almost finished that evening when that black kid was 
back with Brownie in the goat pen, she had figured out how 
to get back in the pen by herself. 

Brownie and her goat friends are not like the goats I have 
here as they are so food driven. The first chore time I rushed 
in the barn expecting to find one of them, caught and upside 
down judging by all the screaming. It turns out this group 
yells for food, every single chore time. Brownie and her 
black kid friend meet me right at the door as they are just so 
eager for meal time. 

Brownie is certainly brightening up these dark, winter 
days because it is impossible to see that mixed up coloured 
little face and not see happiness. Brownie I hope will have 
some new “squishy” boer type kids to play with come June, 
they will be half LaMancha but I’m hoping that some boer 
genes will come through too. 

 

By Cathy Hamill-Hill

After The Chores: Brownie moves in



Let us help you find the right people to get the job done!  
ADVERTISING RATES: $70 per month,  

based on 12 months OR prepay $700  
for 10 months and receive 2 months FREE!

AGBUSINESSdirectory
PHONE: 705-722-0138      EMAIL: farmview@on.aibn.com

DALSTON STORE 
This winter, save yourself a trip into town!

HARDWARE • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED 
• Masterfeeds  
• Sunflower & mixed bird seed 
• Electric fencing supplies  
• Gates • Bale Feeders

1696 Penetanguishene Rd. 
RR 1 Barrie, Ontario      Phone 705-728-8617 
       L4M 4Y8                    Fax 705-728-8617

  FARM SUPPLIES   MOBILE PAINTING

Agricultural & Industrial 
Spray Painting

Spray painting done 
at your farm or business

John Rundle 
(705) 321-2592 
RundlesPainting.com

Rundle’s Painting

   SMALL ENGINE SERVICES

  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
BRETT KLEIN GEBBINCK 
2687 Flos Road 7 West, Elmvale, ON  L0L 1P0 
705-795-4592 
brett.kleinelectric@gmail.com                                    ESA 7010173

  CUSTOM FARMING

 6056 10TH LINE, THORNTON 
ROB HENRY • 705-790-7714

ROBSCUSTOMFARMINGINC@HOTMAIL.COM

 ROB HENRY’S 
CUSTOM FARMING INC. 

FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

  AGRICULTURAL STORIES WANTED
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  MARKETING

The creative team at Farm View can help 
you design and plan an effective advertising 
campaign that will sell your products and 
services to grow your business.

Call  705-722-0138 
or email: farmview@on.aibn.com

our next issue...
Do you have a  
story idea for us? 
See contact information  
on bottom of page 4.

We’re working on 

  PET RESCUE SERVICES   PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER

Peartree Animal Wellness Centre and 
Rescue 

 
Specialized in training rescued Large 
Guardian Dogs for employment as  
Livestock Guardians 
  
Contact 
PAWcenter@hotmail.com 
Phone 519-709-6678

A group of hay producers formed the On-
tario Hay and Forage Co-operative, Inc. 
(OHFC). According to OHFC President Fitz 
Trauttmansdorff, the purpose was “to de-
velop and serve overseas markets with high 
quality, purpose grown double-compacted 
hay. Our aim is to increase returns for pro-
ducers who are currently producing high 
quality hay.” 

Exporting Hay was part of the The Value 
of Hay as a Cash Crop session of the recent 
Forage Focus, a series of webinars available 
online.   

It has taken years for the OHFC to develop 
markets for Timothy and pure Alfalfa hay- 
and now, most recently there is a market for 
mixed hay too. 

The most critical part of export hay is 
“quality.” Trauttmansdorff repeated many 
times that the markets only accept hay that 
is of high quality and the first part of hay 
quality is always being dry. One surprise 
rainfall can take down the quality of the very 
best hay. Now, he says there is something 
“that can take out the risk factor” in produc-
ing hay: the hay dryer.   

“People serious about growing hay and 
selling it to be exported need to have access 
to a hay dryer. Now there are very good hay 
dryers out there for the big square bales,” he 
explained. 

Big square bales are what the export mar-
kets work with. This bale style allows for 
packing onto trucks and then later into con-
tainers for shipping.  

There is not just a good demand, “There 

is a HUGE worldwide demand for good hay.  
It is somewhere between 10-12 billion US 
dollars a year,” Trauttmafnsdorf said explain-
ing that markets have grown to be depended 
on to supply entire farming operations with 
hay to markets that include China, Japan and 
the Gulf Region. The main suppliers of this 
hay are the USA, France, Spain, Argentina 
and Canada. Before the conflict between 
Russia, Ukraine was also an exporter of hay.   

“The whole Gulf Region buys hay to sup-
ply feed for all livestock that is cattle, dairy 
(cattle), sheep, goats and horses simply be-
cause they do not have the water or land to 
grow hay so they make the decision to buy 
hay from other hay producers in the world,” 
Trauttmansdorff said. 

Average hay that is stored outside will not 
make export quality. “Hay must be stored 
inside and it must be stored off the ground,” 
he said adding that very high quality has also 
a standard for colour, cleanliness and nutrient 
content. 

The OHFC has taken the time to formulate 
a Guide on how to grow hay for this export 
market. This can be found for free, online 
at: https://onforagenetwork.ca/ontario-hay-
forage-co-operative-inc/resources/ 

Currently,  the price being paid is 16 cents 
per pound. This payment is for bales that are 
delivered to the warehouse located at Alma, 
Ontario which is near Elora. There are op-
tions available to get hay to this location. 

For more information contact Ontario at 
www.onforagenetwork.ca 

Forage Focus: 
Quality hay wanted for export By Cathy Hamill-Hill 
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Red Clover Red Clover   
SeedSeed

Cleaned and in 55 lb bags

Please call or text for price 
Andrew Giffen 705-792-1701

for sale

Patented
Turbine  
Impeller

MIX THE 
TOUGHEST 
PITS WITH  
LESS TIME 
AND LESS 
FUEL

See it in action on  
JameswayFarmEq.com

AWARD WINNING   
PUMPELLER®...

AWARDS

www.partneragservices.com 
1 877 349-3276

J a m e s w a y F a r m E q . c o m

819-845-7824   info@JameswayFarmEq.com FOLLOW US

Eco-Friendly Deadstock Disposal

• Deadstock and mass carcass removal

• Recovery/barn removals

• Facility biosecurity plans, emergency site preparation,

• management and training

• Facility washing and disinfecting

• Environmental farm plans

• Emergency services for avian influenza (H5N1)

CONTACT US TODAY
 647-999-3117 | info@barnangelscomposting.ca

barnangelscomposting.ca

Understanding your Financials and 
Cost Accounting  
Presented by: Paul Oehm of Business 
Profit (www.businessprofit.ca) 
 Thursday February 1st, 2024, 1:30 - 
3:00 pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
What Did We Learn in 2023? What 
Should We Do in 2024?  
Presented by: Deb Campbell, 
Agronomist at Agronomy Advantage and 
Carrie Davenport, Agronomist at 
Georgian View Ag Services Ltd. 
 Wednesday February 7th, 2024, 1:30 - 
4:30 pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Figuring Out Frost Seeding  
Presented by: Christine O'Reilly, Forage 
& Grazing Specialist at OMAFRA 
 Wednesday February 7th, 2024, 7:00 - 
8:00 pm on Zoom. 
 
How to Onboard New Employees 
Presented by: Viktoria Schuler of the 
Canadian Agricultural Human Resource 
Council 
 Thursday February 8th, 2024, 12:00 - 
1:15 pm on Zoom 
 
Tile Drainage 
Presented by: Sid Vander Veen of R.J. 
Burnside & Associates Ltd., Mel Luymes 
of Land Improvement Contractors of ON, 
Byron Bothwell of Bluewater Drainage, 
and Keith Reid of ALUS Grey Bruce.  

 Friday February 9th, 2024, 10:00 am - 
3:00 pm. Held at Jeff Curry's shed in the 
Owen Sound area.  
 
Setting Calves up for Success: 
Building Quality Along the Cow-Calf, 
Backgrounding, and Feedlot 
Continuum  
Presented by: Megan Van Schaik & 
James Byrne, both Beef Specialists at 
OMAFRA, and Bert Tupling, owner of 
Tupling Farms. 
 Wednesday February 14th, 2024, 10:00 
am - 5:00 pm. Morning at Grey Ag 
Services, afternoon at Tupling Farms.  
 
Fair is not Equal: Strategies and 
Challenges of Passing on the Farm 
Presented by: Robert W. Scriven, 
Partner, Bennett Grant LLP.  
 Thursday February 15th, 2024, 1:30 - 
3:30 pm at Grey Ag Services. 
 
Horse Health Night: Dentistry & 
Vaccinations 
Presented by: Dr. Tee Fox and Dr. 
Marika Van Schaik of Markdale 
Veterinary Services. 
 Tuesday February 20th, 2024, 7:00 - 
9:00 pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Grassland Bird Conservation on 
Farms 
Presented by: Zoe Lebrun-Southcott, Dr 
Andrew Campmozzi and Hanna 
Kirchmeir, all of Bird Ecology and 

Conservation Ontario 
 Saturday February 24th, 2024, 1:30 - 
3:30 pm at Grey Ag Services. 
 
The Fourth Crop: Winter Canola, 
Winter Barley & Edible Beans 
Presented by: Megan Moran of 
OMAFRA, and producers Stuart Wright 
& Adrian Op't Hoog. 
 Tuesday February 27th, 2024, 1:00 - 
3:00 pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Variability of Corn Nitrogen Response 
Across the Soil Landscape 
Presented by: Ben Rosser of OMAFRA, 
Jonathan Zettler an Agronomist at 
Fieldwalker Agronomy, and Caleb 
Niemeyer from Woodrill Ltd. 
Thursday February 29th, 2024, 1:00 - 
2:00 pm on Zoom. 
 
QuickBooks Tips 
Presented by: Erich Weber of OMAFRA.   
Friday March 1st, 2024, 1:00 - 3:30 pm 
at Grey Ag Services. 
 
AgMaps: Mapping Your Farm 
Presented by: Bob Steiss of OMAFRA. 
 Tuesday March 5th, 2024, 1:00 - 3:00 
pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Economics of Choosing When to 
Market Lambs 
Presented by: Delma Kennedy, Sheep 
Specialist at OMAFRA. 

 Tuesday March 19th, 2024, 7:00 - 9:00 
pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Horse Nutrition Night: Feeding the 
Senior Horse 
Presented by: Jessica McCoag, Equine 
Nutrition Consultant, Purina. 
 Wednesday March 20th, 2024, 7:00 - 
9:00 pm at Grey Ag Services, also 
livestreamed. 
 
Seed Saving & Starting 
Presented by: the Grey County Master 
Gardeners. 
 Thursday March 21st, 2024, 7:00 - 9:00 
pm at Grey Ag Services. 
 
Climate Resilient Property Planning 
Presented by: Ivan Chan of Eden in 
Season. 
 Tuesday March 26th, 2024, 7:00 - 9:00 
pm at Grey Ag Services. 

Grey County Agricultural Services presents the Winter Course Program 2024

Courses are offered in various formats (in-
person, virtually or hybrid), so be sure to 
take note of where you will be attending 
from. 

 The address for Grey Ag Services is 206 
Toronto St. S, Markdale ON, this is the lo-
cation of most in-person courses.  

 More details can be found at 
https://www.greyagservices.ca/courses-we-
binars 

For any questions please contact 
info@greyagservices.ca or call 519-986-
3756. 
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AUCTION SALE

 Classified ads work!   
FREE ADS

FOR SALE

Free classified word ads (maximum of 40 words) are for non-profit 
individuals and farm groups. Ads can be mailed or emailed. They must 
reach us by the 15th of the month before the next month’s issue. Telephone 
orders are invoiced at $15 for the first 25 words. Word ads run in one issue 
only and must be re-submitted each month to repeat. For mail-in ads, use 
the space below to neatly print out your FREE classified word 
advertisement.

Email: farmview@on.aibn.com  
Mail: 8 Luella Blvd., Minesing ON L9X 0W7

Kevin Scott 

McArthur - Bessey 
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business 
Auctions with experience  

& consideration 
Please contact us at 

Kevin (519)942-0264 • Scott (519)843-5083 
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur  

SPRING & SUMMER AUCTIONS

Book your 2024 
Spring/Summer sale NOW!

Kevin Barker  
Auctions Ltd. 

3484 Hwy. 35,  
Lindsay, Ontario  
For more info visit: 

 www.kevinbarkerauctions.com 
Kevin: 705-878-2947 or  
Office: 705-328-1478  
“Auctions with Action” 

Timed Online  
Consignment Auction 

Sale Managed & Sold By:

Farm, Shop & Construction Materials and 
Equipment, Vehicles & Trailers, Etc! 

February Consignment Sale Runs  
February 19th to February 26th, 2024 

For more information visit the website!

March Consignment Sale Runs  
March 25 to April 2, 2024

Featuring: 
· 10,000 sq ft Retail/Greenhouse Area 

· 6,000 sq ft Greenhouse Production Houses 
· 40’ x 80’ Serviced Shop/Cold Storage/Warehouse 
· Modern 2,100 sq ft Executive Residence 
· Serviced Modern Detached Garage 1,300 sq ft, 3   

    

  For more information visit:  
farms.com/realestate/greenhouse/horticulture 

GROWER RETAIL GARDEN CENTER 
10 ACRES MIDLAND, ON

www.nativewoodsnurseries.ca  
Email: nativewoods@sympatico.ca 

Contact Steve or Lori Woods: 705-526-9610

car plus; insulated with gas, water and hydro.

A local, full service Ag retailer providing 
agronomic solutions to increase productivity 

and profitability on your farm.

ORANGEVILLE 1.800.668.3047 
REDICKVILLE 519.925.3138 
STAYNER 1.866.388.8002

www.ho lmesag ro.com

Working to Grow With You!

Hay for Sale 
Timothy mix 

$75.00 a bale 
Call Dale  

705-323-2582

ADMIRER
AFFECTION
CHARMED
CHERISH
CHOCOLATES
DARLING
DATE
EMBRACE

ENAMOURED
FLAME
FLOWERS
GIFT
HEARTTHROB
HUG
KISS
LOVEBIRDS

LOVESICK
MOONSTRUCK
PASSION
ROMANTIC
SWEETHEART
VALENTINE
YEARNING

VALENTINE WORD SEARCH
This month we offer some warm, fuzzy and romantic words 
for you. Solutions may be printed backwards, horizontal or 
diagonally. Letters may be used more than once.
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Follow Us
STEWARTSEQUIP.COM

519-833-9616

Stayner
Cookstown 705-458-0871

705-428-3132

Erin

Erin Location:
9410 Wellington Rd 124, Erin,

Corner of 124 & 24 ON, 

N0B1T0       519-833-9616

Cookstown Location:
4321 Line 13, Cookstown,

Corner of 27 & line 13 ON, 

L0L1L0        705-458-0871

Stewart’s Equipment Stayner Location:
6837 ON-26, Stayner,  Corner of 26 & center line rd

ON, L0M 1S0        705-428-3132

Sales - Parts - Service  - Rentals

hours ua: 1850.8, 4wd, cab/
heat/air, 12.4r24 fronts, 
18.4r30 rears, 540 rpm, 2 
remotes ,front grill quard, 
m36 loader, self leveling, 
manual q/a 82” bucket, Unit 
is located in Erin. $72,000 

Kubota M9540DT
pivot tongue mower con-
ditioner , 1000 rpm , 2 pth , 
excellent condition, Unit is 
Located at Stewart’s equip-
ment in Erin.
Stock Number : U27673

$34,800 

Kubota DMC8536R
hours ua: 531.1, 4wd, diesel, 
cab/heat/air, 540 rpm, 2 sets 
of remotes, 360/70r20 front 
tires, front fenders, 440/80r30 
rear tires, radio, metal
pless agh830-13 blade, unit is 
located in Erin $68,900 

Kubota M7060

4x6 bales, netwrap, wide 
pick-up, hydraulic pick 
-up,18l-16.5l rubber, crop 
cutter, rear kicker, bale count 
14100, Unit is located at 
Stewart’s equipment in Erin

New Holland 460 
hours ua: 725, rubber track 
machine, cab with heat and 
air, aux hydraulics, 2 spd, 
iso/h pattern, hydraulic q/a , 
72” low profile bucket w/ bolt 
on cutting edge, unit located  
in Erin. $71,900 

New Holland C232
S/N: KT471218, Horsepower 
(min.): 70.0 HP Cutting Width: 
9’2” Type: Rubber / Tine, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
Equipment in Stayner 
(Formerly Earth Power)

Kubota DMC8028R

hours ua: 1385, 4wd , diesel 
, cab/heat/air , 340/85r24 
fronts , 460 / 85r34 rears , cast 
centers , 2 remotes , 540 rpm, 
swing shift plus with dual 
speed f32/r32 ,kubota m41 
loader (Stayner) $86,900

Kubota M6S-111SDSCC
hours ua: 335.3, diesel, 4wd, 3 
spd hydrostatic transmission, 
foldable rops, 540 pto, no 
remotes, 23x8.50x15 fronts, 
33x12.50-15 rears, kubota 
RCK54-32 mid mount mower, 
Erin. $17,300 

Kubota B2301

$43,200

hours ua: 2041.2, 4wd, 
cab, diesel, 12x16.9 fronts, 
16.9x24 rears, 540 rpm, mid 
mount pto, grill guard, 2 
remotes, kubota l4485 front 
mount snowblower, Unit is 
located in Erin

Kubota L6060HSTCC

hours ua:5783 , 2wd , cab 
heat air 11.00x16 front tires 
, 18.4x38 rear tires , 540 
rpm , two sets of remotes 
, 16x16 semo power shift, 
bar axle, Unit is located in 
Erin $33,900 

Case IH 5120
hours showing: 547, 4wd, 
12 speed transmission, rops, 
left hand hydraulic shuttle, 
360/70r20 fronts, 420/85r30 
rears, cast centers, la1154 ldr, 
7’ bucket, 3 pth, front grill 
guard. (Erin) $57,900 

Kubota M7060
540 rpm , hydraformatic 
tension , hydraulic pick up 
lift , hydraulic swing tongue 
bundle , wagon hitch, 
Unit is located at Stewart’s 
equipment in Erin

$27,900 

New Holland BC5070

$27,900 $33,900 

Used Equipment

A complete lineup to meet your needs.
In livestock production, you need reliable, versatile tractors and equipment because the chores to be done are so 

diversified. Whether it’s feeding the herd, doing field work or cleaning buildings, Kubota’s specialized equipment 

can help you get any job done - while saving you time and money.



from all of us at Farm View
Bringing you agricultural news since 1977

A newspaper with something for everyone
email: farmview@on.aibn.com      web: www.farmviewonline.com

Serving the Agricultural communities of Simcoe and Dufferin 
Counties and the Regions of York, Peel and Muskoka. 
 As well as farm communities in Grey, Bruce, Victoria,  

Durham, Wellington and Haliburton Counties. 

Proud 
to  

support
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